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their own, though they maintain great secre- 
cy on the subject. From the few specimens 
he obtaiged, he thinks it similar te that spoken 
by the Turkish gipsies. It is altogether a cu- 
rious circumstance in the history of the hu- 
man race, that so many thousands of them 
should have overspread the leading nations of 
the world, and yet so much uncertainty as to 
their real origin prevail. No woader, then, 
historians and philologists should be so much 
puzzled with what they suppose to be the first 
great migration weatwards of the human fami- 
ly, When, so late as the the fifteenth century, 
we find such difficulty in traciag the movement, 
over nearly the same ground, by 2 people so 
distict in teature and habils as the tribes called 
Bohemians in. France, Gitanos in Spain, Zin- 
pari in lialy, Heilders in Holland, Gipsies in 
Britain, &c. The boldness with which they 
have pushed themselves into every land is on 
ly equalled by their firmness in maintaining 
their ground, in defiince of all the edicts that 
have been from time jssued against them. 
Sireng edicts were issued in England during 
the reigus of Henry VIII, and Eliz:beth, to ac- 
complish their extirpation ; the first of these 
being enacted in 1530. From France they 
ware legally banished in 1550 ; and from Spain 

io 1591. Still they outlived all these fulminas 
tions, and in several Earopezn coanlries are 
thig day more numerous than ever they were. 
Maria Theress ordered those in her states to 
be structed 10 agriculwre, with a view of 
their permanent settlement ; but her endeavors 
were uot very successful. In Hungary and 
Transylvania, however, as well as in Britain, 
many of them follow some regular occupation. 
It is difficult to conceive how a people. natu- 
rally intellectual and elever. as the gipsies de- 
cidedly are, should have lost all traces of their 

origin or ancestry, unless there bad been a stus 

dious silence maintained on the subject by the 
early migrators, If they were, as seems pro- 

bable, one of the lowest castes of Sinde there 
might be some reason for.concealing the fact, 
Jest it shou'd add to the rough treatment they 
were likely to receive at the hands oi sirang- 
ery. 

poco 
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From the St. John Courier, Fcbruary 2. 

MEETING OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

The Provincial Legislature will meet on 
Taursday pext, for the despatch of business; 
and a: many have been somewhat credulous 
gs to any despatch that has been hitherto used 
in getting through with the public business by 
the House of Assembly, we trust that the com- 
ing session will prove an exception to the gea- 
eral rule, and that such practical measures will 

brought forward by the Government as will 
tbnd to the public good, and with a view to 
stern retrecchment and prudent economy. 
Tae Public Acts, es we siated some weeks 

ago, will be considerably revised, condensed, 
and improved—His Honor the Attorney Gen- 
eral having been occupied during the recess in 
this part of the business. We are also happy 
10 hear it reported that the Executive will sub- 
nit a proposition to the House for the Iaitiav 
tion of Money Grants. Ji is to be hoped that 
they will succeed in this, a8 it is of the great. 
est cousequece that the Government should be 
enabled to come down to the House with their 
Budget prepared, shewing the revenue and the 
proposed method of expenditure. If their 
Ineasures are not satisfactory to a majority of 
the Representative branch, they will then 
have to adopt the vauel course on snch occas 
sions, viz: make room for others who will be 
able to carry out their propositions. The pre- 
sent desuliory eystem of granting money at the 
instance of members, giving ground for the 
belief that these parties succeed in gettiag the 
1005t Money wo possess the greatest amount 
of influence in the House : the initiation of 
money grants by the Executive would, we 
conceive, remove the cause of complaintto a 
considerable extent. 

The Road gystem is al:o much in want of 
improvement ; for although the roads through- 
out the Province are good, when we take into 

congiderarion that they are of such recent for. 
mation, and might etand an advantageous com- 
parison with thoge in many parts of the United 
States, which have been much longer settled ; 
still the system of granting money to be ex- 
pended by local commissioners, has given rise 
to pumerous complaints throughout the coun- 
try, and to the b=hef that a8 great portion of 
the mousy so granted never finds its way te the 
object for which it was iateaded; and that the 
power vested in. the Members of the House of 
Assembly, of grantung money for this purpose, 
hae been turned to account by them for elec- 
tioneering purposes in their respeciive dis 
tricts. li is true that eur roa€s could not 
have beep in such au improved siaie as they 

are at present, neither conld we have had go 
many small bye-roads leadiag into the interior, 
where the settlers are too poor to do much 
themeelves towards making them, unless roads 
had been made and improved from ths public 
funds; but we should like to see some beter 
sys'em imttoduced of expending the money, 
and examining and supetintending the work, 
either bv @ Government Road. Srveyor for the 
whole Province, or a Board of Works; when 
the estimates for this service would be made 
up by either of these parties, and laid before 
the House ag & Government measure, withont 
reference to the numerous petitions from the 
districts interested, and the craving applica 
uong of members, which tak» up so much ime 
in ihe Awmembly, and whieh, of course, jo- 

cy 

crease the expenses of legislation, tha! must 
be borne by the country. 

Education, too, should receive more serious 
consideration than hitherto, as on. it much of 
the futare welfare and prosperity of the Pro. 
vince depends. The general arrangements 
connected with this subject are not open to 
much serious objection, with the exception of 
the manner in which the Schoolmeasters are 
supported—the salaries paid them being alto- 
gether 1madequate to secure the services of 
such men as are likely to benefit the rising ge. 
neration to & great extent. It has been found 
that where the Schonlmaster bas passed, after 
examination, from a lower to a higher class, 
and consequently received an additional allow- 
ance, the parents have very frequently paid so 
much less towards the support of the Schaol- 
master, on account of his having got this in- 
crease of salary from the Government. The 
remedy for this would be te adopt the system 
in practice in many parts of the United States, 
end which has been found to work extremely 
well, viz: that each Parish should be taxed 
separately for the support of its Schools, and 
liberal salary allowed to properly qualified 
teachers, without requiring them to board for a 
week at a time from house to house. The 
benefits attending this system are numerous— 
the principal one being that the tax payers 
finding that they have to pay for the education 
of their children, would be determined to des 
rive the advantage of it, and send their chile 
dren to school, instead of keeping them away, 
as at present, for the most trifling purposes. 
Tae parties paying would also see that proper 
persons were appointed as teachers, We are 
happy to state that the Attorney General takes 
a deep interest in this subject, and has recently 
inspected some of the Schools in the Uaited 
States supported on this principle, and which 
he found to be admirably conducted. 

In connection with the subject of Education, 
we may mention King’s College, as not at all 
suited to the presents of the country, and 
which is supported at a heavy expense to the 
Province, Although the institution is well 
condueted, and is presided over by very able 
Professors, still it is evident, from the very 
limited number of students in attendance, that 
iris not taken advantage of by the people at 
large, and the benefits attending it are not 
any thing like commensurate with its heavy 
expense. We have heard it remarked by per. 
soos of veracity, that the expense attending 
the education of each of the students at the 
College has been at least £200 per annum. 
Such an outlay is altogether too high for a 
poor country like this. It will be argued by 
some that the college has a Royal Charter, and 
canuoot therefore be altered; but it must be 
remembered that concessions have already 
been made ; and we are inclined to the belief 
that the Home Goverament will acquiesce in 
any further modifications that may be asked 
for by the Assembly in this or any other matter 
connected with the local affairs of the Pro- 
viace. i 

Agriculture, also, should receive some at- 
tention at the hands of our law-makers, as it 
ie a subject of the deepest importance to the 
permanent interests of the Province, it being 
evident that the lambering trade cannot, to any 
great extent, be depended on for the pe as 
a source of wealth, The engagement of 
Professor Johnston, to ascertain the agricul 
tural capabilities of the country, was certainly 
a move 1m the right direction, and will no 
doubt tend to give an impetus to this branch 
of industry, which unfortunately has hitherto 
been too much neglected ; but our Representa- 
tives mua! not rest satisfied with this—some- 
thing ought to be done to carry out his views, 
The Science of Agriculture might be introduced 
into our Schools, more particularly in the eoun. 
try, with great advantage, and Model Firms 
m'ght be establiched, es they have been found 
to be of great advantage ia other parts of the 
world. 

The Fisheries should likewise come in for 
their share of attention, as, if properly follows 
ed up, they would be the means of giving a 
great deal of employment to a large number 
of our population, and of bringing into the 
country foreign capital, which would help to 
pay for our imports. 

The Revenue, increasing as it has done the 
last year by nearly £10 080 as compared with 
the present yenr, is considered far too large for 
the actual necessities of our goverament. Many 
complain that such heavy duties are levied on 
the necessaries of life, without which the poor 
cannot exist ; among such articles might be 
named the cheaper and coarser descriptions of 
dry goods, molasses, engar, and even tea, On 
these, we trust, the duties will be very much 
reduced, as it ie of great consequence that the 
laboring classes should be as ligh'ly taxed as 
possible on ench necessaries as they cannot do 
without, and there ie little doubt that one half 
the Revenue at present levied would be enffic 
cient, were the Rad and Educational systems 
revised and some others substituted upon sim. 

iler principles to those alluded to above 

A revision end reduction of the Civil List 
mustshorily take place, which would grealy 
tend to lessen the amount of Revenue regnired 
to be raised. 

A: this will be the last gession the present 
Representatives of the prople will es-emhle 
together for the transaction of public business, 
we hope that they will be actuated solely by 2 
desite to advance the interests of the covniry 
generally, and aot allow such insinuations to 
be thrown out against them that we gome!!mes 
hear, viz: that the principal part of the duly 
performed by them when at Huad Quarters, 1s 
the ¢ivigion of the pu“lic money among their 
respective localities, and attending to their own 
interests in getting possession of the public 

offices for themselves or frisnds. 1' they in 
tend appearing before their gonstituente on 8 

futore occasion for. their support, let them show 
by their acts this winter that they are legisla- 
ting for the public welfare at large, and aot for 
geclarian interests. 

ommunicalions. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

MR Pierce, 

As | have been reading your synopsis of the 

late adjourned meeting of the Northumberland 

Agricvlwral Society, wherein you mentioned 

that there had been some valuable suggestions 

thrown out for the guidance of the new Board; 

and being present at that meeting, and having 
heard these suggestions, I fully eoncur with 

you in thinking there were some valuable 

hints given, which, if adopted, would in all 
probability be productive of much good. But 

I am sorry to find that some of these have 
been rejected by the Board as unworthy of 
their notice; and particularly oae which I 

consider of very great importance, namely, 

that one of the rules of competition should be 
that every successful competitor who received 

any amount exceeding 20s., should refund the 
one fourth of the same back to the Society. 
You may remember, Sir, when that suggestios. 

was made, there was a gentleman preseat who 

made a few sarcastic remarks upon it, but I 

fancy he did not fully understand it, as I would 
be far from supposing he would wish to prevent 

any Rules being enacted for the good of the 

Society, as I know him to be a partieylar 

friend to it. But I was astonished to fiad that 
the Committee, which met afterwards, declar- 
ed it would be a very clandestine way of raise 

mg the money. Now, Sir, I #annot undes- 

stand why they should look upon it as a clan- 

destine or sinister mode of acting, when it had 

been mentioned ata public meeting, and in- 
tended, if adopted, thatit should be published 

along with the other rules of competition, 

when every person would be aware of it, and 

the competitors would know ou what condia 

tions they should seceive premiums. And in 
my opinion—and not mine alone, but itis the 
opinion of a member of the Legislature—that 

it would be carrying out their intentions and 
desires quite ae well as the present mode. And 
it is plain if that rule were adopted, there 
wight safely be £200 offered in premiums, and 

the S)cisty would lose nothing by it, (or by de- 

ducting one fourth it would [eave the amount 

of £50 in hand, by which they ceuld get 

£150 from the Legislature. Taerefore they 

could lose nothing, and this amount would all 

be raised by the practical farmer, end chiefly 

by the successful competitors which could best 

afford it. And if £200 were offered in pre. 

minms, this place would then bzcome a se. 

cond Califorsia, for the people would be 

flocking in from all parts of the country to the 
diggings; but before they could enter, they 

would have to pay five shillings for permissicn, 

which would make up a pretty round sum to 
meet incidental expenses. 

Then you would see what a spirit of compe- 

tition would be stirred up among the farmers, 

and there would soon baa ma'erial change in 

all kinds of Stock ; and the Society would 

have no occasion for expending money on the 
importation of Stock, for enterprising specu. 
lators would perceive it to be their interest to 

procure the best breeds that could be obtained, 
as also Farming Implements of all kinds, and 

Carding Mills, Falling Mills, &c., would soon 

be erected, without any occasion for the So- 
ciety’s offering & bounty for their erection ; 
for I will venture to say, that iasignificant as 

the premiums have bitherto been, the money 

expended in that way has done more good than 
all the money that has been otherwise circula 
ted by the Society. 

I could say much more in favor of that sug. 

gestion, but T fear I should be trying your pa- 
tience too much. Besides, I think what has 

been said will suffice to show you and the dis- 

ceroing public where the censure should rest, 

whether on the proposers or the rejectors of 

that suggestion. e 

A MEMBER. 

February 8, 1550. 

Oper ATION OF THE NAVIGATION ACT —T}e 
eteamer Niagara just arrived here from Liver. 
pools filled with French German and British 

goods. ‘Tiis ig the first errival in the Ugjred 
Sidtes under the new ¢ Navigation Act.’ Tpe+ 
steamer has 2260 packages, the largest cargo 
ever received ut this port and & very valuable 
one, worth probably half a miliion of dollars. 
About one gnarter part of the eargo 1g Freneh 

Cditor’s MWepartment. 

MIRAMICHI: 
CraTHAM, MoNDaY,FESRUARY 11,1850. 

IG” The Subscriberhaving been compelled 
to consume a large amount of time, and 1n- 
curcoasiderableexpense,in histoooften fruits 
lessendeavourstoeollect hisfar-spread Out- 
standing Debts, hereby notifies all persons 
to whom he 1s not indebted, and with whom 
be has not arunning account, that orders for 
advertising in the Gleaner, and for Printing 
in future, must be accompanied with the 
CASH otherwise they willnot meet with a= 
tention, 

JAMES A. PIERCE. 

PosTaL ARRANGEMENTS.—-The Wes- 
leyan, a very excellent and cleverly con- 
ducted religious journal, published at Ha: 
lifax, in its number of January 26, has an 
article headed as above, in which the Edi-~ 
tor congratulates the people of Novaseo~ : 
tia on the prospect of a speedy * establish- 
ment of a jow and uniform rate of post- 
age througnout British America.’ He, 
concludes with the following sensible and 

just remarks re’ative to the Postage on 
Newspapers :— 

Whilst on this subject we would saggest 
the propriety of removing the present tax oa 
newspaper transmission—a measure 
would meet with universal approbation, and 
prove highly serviceable lo all classes. Thess 
messengers are a8 kind of Schoolmaster, im- 
parting at a small expense, valuable informa- 
tion on a vast variety of subjects. If the La- 
gislature contributes money out of the general = 
Treasury of the Province for the purposes of 
education, we can see no valid reason why 
the present impost on newspaper circulation 
through the mails should not be withdrawn, 
connected as that circulation is with the in- 
struction of persons of all ages, but especially 
of the young and rising generation. The addi- ] 
tional charge of two shillings and two pence 
yearly for pon Amp, we have no doobt 
many a poor man from subscribing for a wesk- 
ly paper, which, otherwise, he would gladly 

ly. Ii, then, the control of the * Posts’ in 

the Provincial Legis!ature, we hopa the men of 
the people will endeavor to relieve the entire 
population from the tax at present Jreasing on 
newspapers, the great instructors of the people, 
and pass an act, making their circulation ss 
free as the air we breathe. 

As the Post Office Department is to i 
be placed under the controul of the Pros 

vincial Government, we hope they will | 
not loose sight of this subject, It is one 
deserving their consideration. Under the 
present arrangement, the setuers living 
on the post roads cannot be served, as 
formerly, with their papers, as the covri- 
ers are forbid to drop them on the routes. $ 

They must be mailed, and as the way 
offices are frequently sitnated at many 
miles distance, and the papers subject io 
a tax for transmission, which, though 

small, they fiod it inconvenient to pay, 4 : 

they are reluctantly compelled to give up 
taking them ; thus cutting of ihe only © 
communication they bad with the out- 

door world, and depriving them of a great 
source of instruction and amusement, not 
to themselves only, but their families. Io 

whatever arrangements the Legislature 
or Government may make, we sincerely = 
trust the interest of the hardy settler will © 
nct be overlooked. 

Since the above was ia type, we have 

obtained the Head Quarters of Wednes- | 
day last, in which we find a long article © 
on the subject. The ecitor condemns the = 

system of taxing papers passing throvgh © 
the Post Office, and calls on his contem~ = 

pories throughout the Province to lead © 
their aid in bringing the subject before = 
the Legislature. We shall publish the i 

article next week. 

Unitep STATES AND Canapa.—O8 

the 25th Junuary, Me Wheeler, of Frank 

lin County, moved the following Resola: 
lions in the Legislature of New York: 
They were ordered to lie on the table:-~ 

Whereas, by the origina! articles of the con 
federation adopted by the States of this Union 
it was providzd that Canada, accceded io this 

confederation, and )sining the measures of the 
United States, shall be admitted inte and in 
titled to all the advantages of this Union. 
And, whereas, recent occurrences in th? 

Provinee of Canada indicate a sirong 
growing desire on the part of the people ther?” *#nd German goods,— Boston T:anscipt, Jun. 
of, to avail themselves of the advamiages 

which, 

take, to the great benefit of himself and fumi- . 

Nova Scotia is to be placed in the hands of 
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