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The Portland Convention. 

From the Portland Advertiser. 

EUROPEAN AND NORTH AMERI- 
CAN RAILWAY. 

The Great Railroad Convention met, ac- 

®ording to appointment, in the City Hall in 

Portland, on Wednesday 31st July, at 11 o™ 

&m, The number of Delegates in attend- 

ince was very large. Judge Whitman, of 

Portland, called the Convention to order, and 

the Hon, Ichabod Chadbourne, of Eastport, 

wag appointed Chairman, and Allen Haines, 
of Portland, and Geo. B. Thatcher, of Ban- 
80r, as Secreta:ies protem. The Governor 

ad Legislature of Maine came in the fore- 
Noon, 

Mr Chadbourne, on taking the chair, con- 

8atulated Maine, that Portland had been se- 

“led as the place of meeting. Their object 

a8 to unite the Lakes and the Bay of Fundy 

b an iron chain, which nothing but time 
ould sunder, to bind their interests, promote 
Uheir happiness, and teach the civilised 
%orld that it was better to live together as 

Tothers than as enemies. He then nomina- 
a committee of 13 to arrange the perman- 

eat organisation of the Convention, consist 

"98 of the following gentlemen : 1 
Levi Cutter, of Portland; R. B. Dickey, of 
Va Scotia ; R.Jardine, of New Brunswick; 

Mm. Angers, of Quebec; E.S. Dyer, of Ca- 
As ; 8. Pp. Strickland, of Bangor; W. D. Lit- 
U8, of Portland ; Tappan Robie of Gorham; 

» Wright of New Brunswick; T. C. Heisey, 
Portland ; Ezekiel Holmes, of Winthrop ; 
%l Dow, of Portland; A. N. H. Clapp, of 
Otlang, 
This Committee retired, and in the course 

halfag hour appeared and aunounced the 
lowing gentlemen for permanent officers of 

® Convention :— 

For President. —His Excellency Hon. John 
ubby rd, Governor of Maine. 

For Vie Presidents— Admiral the Hon. 

mW, Fitz. Wm. Owen, of New Brunswick ; 

Hog, Pryor, Mayor of Halifax; Henry Chubb 

Yor of St.John ; John Simpson, Mayor of 

federicton ; Hon. James B. Cahoon, Mayor 
Portland; Hon. ¥. H. Morse, Mayor of 

Re Hon. H. A. S. Dearborn, Mayor of 

bury . Hon. R. H. Gardiner, Mayor of 
diner; Gen. Alfred Redington, Mayor of 

rt Hon. Timothy Boutelle, of Water- 

N 8 Hon. H. C. Seymour, State Engineer, 

ay Hon, P. M. Foster, President of the 
rag of Maine; Hon. Samuel Belcher, 

org of the House of Representatives ; 

G Si L Hamlin, of Bangor; Hon. Amos 
Que andler, of Calais ; J. Bell, Forsyth, of 

Hon, ¢; Alfred La Rocque, of Montreal; 

Mids F. 1 Allen, Professor of Law, Cam- 

ag, Mass. ; Dr James Robb, Professor of 
al History, Fredericton. 

Ally Secretaries —F. R. Augers, of Quebec; 
I Haines, of Portland ; Geo. A. Thatch: 

*of Bangor; William Jack, of St. John; 
Joy i x ysis ; 
% Ross, of Nova Scotia; James Sweetser, 

of’, ) 
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Ning Levi Cutter, Chairman of the preli- 

n 'Y Committee, was then delegated 
to an- 

Olngg 
g 

to Governor Hubbard his'selection as 
tes : 

Went of the Convention, 
n 

Wen few moments the Governor appeared, 
EB EB ed by his Aids, Cols.J. M. Adams and ) 
1 i Ce, and taking the Chair, addressed 

leeting as follows :— 

ee Citizens and Gentlemen of ‘the 
Visheg ag =I thank you for the disting- 
Callin, el you have conferred 1pon me, in 

$ 0 preside over your deliberations. 

li as I may in this position render 

Meeting red important objections of this 
Yertoved, a cheerfully and impartially 

We a TH i i assembled, fellow citizens, to inter- 
tog, ro, to impart mutual intormas 
gd La deliberate upon a subject that is 

With consequences of the highes 

import to this and future generations. It is 
no less an object than to ascertain the best 
channels and the best means for putting us 

in direct and speedy communication with 
| each other and with the world , to give us 
the easiest and cheapest means for the inter- 

| change of commerce and of mind ; to enable 

| us to develope and bring into productive ener- 
gy the unparalleled natural resources of our 

State ; in short, to bring us into communion 

with the spirit of the age. 
Maine must not be delinquent to herself; 

we may not be recreant to ourselves and to 

posterity. 
Our brethren of this beautiful City hwve 

volunteered to become pioneers in a railroad 
enterprise, worthy of the State and of the 
age. With a spirit of self sacrifice which 
does honor to themselves and to the times, 

they have staked their all for the common 

good of the State 
This enterprise, gentlemen, is, however, but 

the beginning of the end. 
We want acccurate knowledge of our na- 

tural facilities, for communication ; we want 

a clear apprehension of the expenditures ne- 

cessarily involved in developing such facili- 

ties, and of our ability to meet such expendi- 

tures ; then only can we advance with safety 

and certainty. 

Then shall Maine, at her appointed time, 

attain to that exalted rank amongst her sister 

States which she is destined to reach. 

Brethren of the British Provinces, we bid 

you a hearty welcome, Most cordially will 

we unite with the sons of our father land, in 

all the measures calculated to promote our 

common ‘good, and to advance the cause of 

freedom and humanity. 

These remarks were received with hearty 

the part of the delegations from the Provin- 

ces. ; 
The Convention being organised, Rev. J. 

W. Chickering was invited to invoke the Ji- 

vine blessing on the deliberations of the Con- 

vention, which he did in a most appropriate 

and impressive manner. 

On motion of John A. Poor, Esq., the fol- 

lowing gentlemen were appointed a Commit- 
tee to report upon the. business of the Con- 

vention :— 
David A. Néal of Salem, Josiah 8. Little, 

of Portland, George W Stanley, of Augusta, 
J. R. Chadbourne, of Eastport, S. R. Hans- 

com. of Calais, Hon. J. W. Johnston, of Hali- 

fax, John Wilson of St. Andrews, John H. 

Gray, of St. John, Hon. L. A. Wilmot, of 

Fredericton, M. H. Perley, of St. John, R. B. 

Dickey of Cumberland, Hon. J. B. Uniacke, 

of Halifax, Hon. Edwin Botsford, of West- 

moreland, John Howe, of Boston, A. W. Ha- 

ven, of Portsmouth, Ichabod Goodwin of 

Portsmouth, J. Bell Forsyth, of Quebec, Hon. 

Reue! Williams, ot Augusta, Hon. 'T. Boutelle, 
of Waterville, John Neal, John A. Pocr, and 

F. 0-J. Smith of Portland. 
The meeting then adjourned to three o’- 

clock P. M. 

Arrerxoon.—The meeting wus called to 
order, according to adjournment, and the Com- 

mittee on Business not being ready to report, 

tion. Robert Rantoul, was called upon ard ad- 

dressed the meeting in regard to the import- 

ance “of constructing a line of Railroad be- 
tween the proposed pojnts—speaking of it as 

one of greatest projects of the age, &e, 

Mr Rantoul having finished, the Chairman 

of the Committee on Business, Mr Wilmot, 

of New Brunswick, presented himself, and 

stated that the Committee would not be rea. 

dy to report until to-morrow mormng. He 

requested on the part of the Committee, that 

they might he allowed to sit during the Con- 

| vention, and from time to time report upon 

such business as might be deemed necessary. 
His request was granted. 

Memorials and papers, embodying resolu- 

tions, &c. of meetings held in various scetions 

mo the route of routes p oposed were then 

demonstrations of applause, especially on. 

>» - 

read, some tendering money, materials, and 
facilities in aid of the great woik, and eviden- 
cing unlimited enthusiasm in regard to it, 

J. A. Poor, Esq, on being called upon, read 

letters expressive of interest in the success of 

the undertaking. fiom a number of disting- 

wished gentlemen of the United States and 

Canada; including Hou. Millard Fillmore, 

President of the Urited States; Edward Eve- 

rett, Levi Woodbury, Elbridge Gerry; B 

Silliman, Hon. Nathan Hale, Pro. Lovering of 

Cambridge, Prof. Champlin, of Waterville 

College, Prof. Bache, U. 8. Const Surveys 

Lieut. Maury, U. 8. Observatory, Washing: 

ton, Major Trumbail; of Baltimore, the May- 

or of Montreal, Hon. George Moffat, of Mon® 

treal, &c. J 

Mr Watts of Fredericton, N. B. was then 

called on to address the Convention. He 

was taken by surprise, he said, but if warm 

and hearty interest in the furtherance of the 
great project coud induce to a good speech, 

he ought to make one. He alluded to the 
gratffication thathe felt in seeing his coun. 

try’s flag pending in the hall, side by side 
with that of the United States, but he did not 

come to represen; that flag—he came to re- 

present a feeling as broad as the world itself; 

and he regarded the flags of Great Britain and 

the United States as fepresenting the world. 

He spoke of the project as one which would 

make New Brurswick and Nova Scotia the 

pathway of all nations—and felt interested 

that the patli should © be made straight” He 

alluded to the contemplated road, as a link in 

the line of steam communication which ‘was 

to circumsesibe the world—and disseminate 

to all its dependencies the wide world’s pro- 

duets, &c. 

Mr Watts was followed by some remarks 

from Hou. J. B. Uniacke, Attorney General 

of Nova Scotiz, Mr Uniacke hoped there 

might be no difference of opinion as to the 

magnitude of the project, or-of the means 10 

bring itinto fraition—he viewed it asa means 

to connect tae Provinces with Great Britain 

—to countries and continents, and hoped that 

in selecting a route, they would not turn aside 

from motives of economy, or of a sectional 

character, ke. &c., and iu conclusion gave to 

Portland the credit of originating this great 

project. 

The meeting adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock 

on Thursday morning. 

Taorsoay, Aveust 1.—(Swond dny.)— 

The Convention was called to order about 

half pastnine o’clock—the ‘President in the 

chair. 

The President called upon Mr John Clark 
Hall, of Nova Scotia to address the meet. 

ing. Nr Hall expressed in glowing terms 

the pleisure and pride he experienced in 

meeting on so diteresting an occasion, hav- 

iug forits object the advancement of the ame- 

lioratin of the human race. - Britain he con- 

sidered the parent—the Provinces the child— 

and the United States the elder brother. View. 

ing then in these relations, he dwelt at length 

upon he ties which should and must bind 

them ogether, commingling their interests, 

and writing them in the bonds of fraternal 

unity wd love. The object of the Provinces, 

he sad, was not in this work to estrange 

themselves fiom the Mother Country, or 

their falty to the Ciown, but to show that 

they could do something for themselves—and 

to endeavor to attain that higher position 

which the elder brother has attained,—and 

further, so that if the fostering care of the pa- 

rent should ever be withdrawn, to cultivate 

such terms of intimacy with the brother, that 

the younger child might look to him for ad- 

vice aid assistance—at all events, they would 
aim net to disgracethe one, while they at- 

temptel to emulatethe virtues of the other. 

He then inquired, what has raised the Usi- 

ted Staes to their ligh position? The an- 
swer he found in thir noble system of free 

schools, and the povision male for every 
child to prepare himself for the highest posts 

of honor in the nation. This he confidered 
to be sonrce of New England's power and 
greatness. In particular he referred to the 

State of Massachusetts, as a bright example 

of this fact—where the energy and vigor of 

thought and of mind developing her resources 

has raised her to her high position. "The in- 
fluence of this projected work in expanding 
that same degree of energy in Maine, he also 
dwelt upon at length, and concluded by bid- 
ding the railway, by whichever route it might 

go, God speed. 

Mr Appleton, of Portland was next called 
on. The excitement and intereet of the Con- 

vention, he said, carried his thoughts back to 

the time when there were no railroads in 
‘Maine—when a few men met together in an 

upper chamber to talk and think about the 

matters of railroads ; and from which feeble 

movements the present great results have 

been realised. ‘Those, he said, who have 

come from abroad to this city to consult in 

this great work, will find us willing to respond 

to their exertions, and bid them * God speed.’ 

The business committee coming in, Mr Ap- 

pleton closed with some eloquent remarks in 

response to the sentiments of amity and friend- 
ship advanced by Mr Hall, and expressed the 
earnest belief that the work of constructing 
the railway will be accomplished. The means 
hie said, would be found. The friends of the 
measure would go all along the line from Bos- 
ton to. St. Louis for them-~for all were inter- 
ested in it. He wished it might be done. We 
would leave it aga rich patrimoney to our 
children, so that they would bless God that 
they had such fathers. This was the first 

time, he said, that the lower sister Provinces 

had ever assembled in Convention with their 
brethren of Maine ; but he hoped it would 
not be. the last, but that the spirit here ma- 
nifested would go on, until, forgetting the 

line that divides them, they shall imagine 
themselves living under the same government 

and laws. 

Hon. L. A. Wifmot, Atttorney General, of 
New Brunswick, and Chairman of the Busi- 

dess committee, then presented the following 

Resolutions :— 

Reselved, That the spirit of the age and the 
progress of modern improvement, demand the 
most rapid and certain means of intercommu 
nication between the people of the Old World 
and those of the New. 

‘Resolved, That this object can be best ef. 
fected by the construction of a line of Rail- 
way leading fiom the great seats of popula- 
tion and business in the United States and Ca- 
nada, through Maine and the Province of New 
Brunswick, to some convenient Port on the 
Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia. 

Resolved, As the firm and deliberate opin- 
ion of this Convention, that the time hasar- 
rived when the construction of such a line of 
Ruilway shall be commenced, and that it shall 
Le designated Lhe European and North Ameri 
cam Rutlway. 

Resolved, That this great Railway conneet- 
ed as it will be with Ocean Steam Navigation 
and the Railway systems of the whole of 
Europe and America, whica traverse Em- 
pires, Kingdoms, Colonies and States for the 
advantage of all, deserves to be regarded, not 
by the commercial world alone, but by the 
Statesman, the Lawgiver, and the Philan- 
thropist, as one of the greatest links in that 
mighty chain which is fast encircling the 
whole earth, strengthening the bands of bro- 
therhood and Christian fellowship, multiply- 
ing the ties of lineage, and bidding fair to con- 
sutute of all mankind but one great Common- 
wealth of all Nations. : 

Resolved, That as a network of Railways 
now overspread a great portion of the United 
States and Canadas, and extends from the 
Far West to the valley of the Kennebec in 
one unbroken and continuous line, jt is expe- 
dient that the European and North American 
Railway should consist of an uninterrupted 
line of communication by land from the val- 
ley of the Kennebec eastwardly th rongh Now 

Brunswick tothe Eastern coast of Nova Sco- 
tia, from whence the Ocean may be croseed 
by steamships to the Western coast of Tre- 
land, as the shortest Ferry across the Atlin 
tic, 
Resolved, That as a means of communica 
tion for all tiie between the nations of 7 n- 
rope and the whole of North Ame ica, the 
Ratlway should be built jn a duuble apd’ 
substantial manner, 


