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THE GLEANER. 109 
wer var 

eiety will easily understand, than I should 
have been by the costliest present. The ser: 
vies | had rendered was purely accidental : it 
has nevertheless been always kindly remen- 
Berod by all parties whom it eo critically sa« 
ved. : 

From Dr Chalmer’s Sermens. 

--A HUNDRED YEARS HENCE. 

- It strikes me. the most impressive of ail sen- 
timents, that it will pe all the sane a hundred 
years afler this. It is often altered in the 
form of a proverb, and with the levity of a 
mind that is not aware of its importance. A 
hncdred years efter this! Good Heavens! 
with ‘what speed and with what certainty 
will those hundred years ceme to their ter- 
mination. This day will draw (0 a close, 
and a number of days make up one revoluti- 
oa of the sewsons. Year follows year, and a 
number of years make op the century. These 
litle intervals of time accumulate and fill np 
the mighty space which appearsto the fancy 
so big and so immeasurable. The hundred 
years will come and they will see out: the 
wreck of whole generations —Everything that 
mow moves on the face of the, earth will dis- 
zppear fromit. The infant that now hangs 
#0 its mother’s bosom will only live in the re- 
membrancs of his grandchildren. The scene 
«f life and of intelligence that is now. before 
me will be ¢hanged into the dark and loath- 
sere forms of eorruption. ~~ The people who 
‘hear. me; they will coass to be spoken of; 
their-memory will perish from the face of the 
country; their flesh will be. devoured with 
warms; the dark aud. creeping things that 
live in the holes of the earth will feed upon 
their bodies; their coffins will have moulder- 
od away, and their bones be thrown up in | OT 

: guise ebout the matter now. new made grave. And is this the consumma- 
tion of all things? Is this the final end and 
issue of man?’ ls this, the opshot of his busy 
history? « Is there nothing between time and 
the grave to alleviate this gloomy picture—1to 
chase away these dismal images, must we sleep 
forever in ‘the dust, and bid an eternal adieu to 
sho light of Heaven, 

The Politician, 

MR COBDEN'S SPEECH 
IN YORKSHIRE. 

Mr Gobden met his constituents of the West 
Ridisg on the 18th December ‘at Laeds, There 
were electors present from Bradford, Sheffield, 
and otneér: West Riding ‘towne. The object 
of the meeting was ostensibly to form a socies 
ty for securing a more extensive distribution 
of the jorty-shilliag franchise by land or build- 
Ing societies. 

Mr Cobden, on rising, was received ‘with 
loud eheering und waving of hate and hand- 
kerchiefs, which lasted for some time. 

After some preliminary observations on pro. 
teetion, he maid, as far as {am concerned, | 
have allowed certain people to go abont talk. 
ing in the House of Commons, without ever 
having condescended to answer them ; nay, 1 
candidly confess that [ felt the most supreme 
contempt for all they said. I viewed it as 
nothing but the writhings and contortions of a 
Body that had lost its head. I saw men so ui- 
terly insigmificani—so utterly insignificant oy 
the want of every attainment that can consti- 
tute a statesman—that { never thought them 
worthy to be answered. We saw that every 
Man of intellect, the whole brains of their pars 
1y, bad abandoned them ; and 1 say 1 regarded 
them Jost “as axother instance ‘of ntortunate 
eNiminals whose limbs writhe and move bv a 
SOT of muscular ection ‘after they have been 
decipitated, 1 thought their party having los: 
its brains had st) some muscular action left 
ity, DULY never believed it was 10 be treated 
again 28 a sentient jntelligent body worth the 
bolding a discuseion’ with in this country. But, 
geatlemen, T have been told, snd rold by gen- 
tlemen in whose judgment I have coufidence 
that we have allowed this thing to be talked of 
too loog, and that there is amongst ‘a very 
large portion of the farming class yu this couq. 
try an idea that from our silence protection ig 
gaining ground again in (his counuy, Why 
let them understand that our Silence has beep 
the result of supreme contempt. fa (hogs 
mesiings which wa read of ia the ‘agriculigrg) 
districts we hear the reiterated aseertion that 
the whole couatry is preparing 10 go back 
again to protection, and i138 (rom the game 
view taken by our respected chairman that we 
ought, if possible, to prevent ithe delusion 
which is being practised 01.08 Ibe farniers, 
which pravents ‘the farmers bavidg an adjug. 
meut nnd arrangement with (heir landlorde 
that we ought, if possible, to put an end to 
that delusion here, in order that agriculiurs 
may reeame its old course, and the landlord ang 
farmer may come to some arrangement as ip 

terms between each other. Where isthe proof 

sl reaction? I admit that in some. of our ru. 
tal villages, where men, or rather we ought 
to call them old women, still put horse shoes 
ever their stable doors: to keep the witches 
from their horses, there. may in some of those 
Puriekes be found men who will gape aod cheer 

When wa ars told that we are going back 10 
HN rention. But I think there is somebody 
ES + be conmvlted before they put on another 
([DIERC 18x; and amongst these parties to be 

feamited L calculate (he West Riding will 
an * voice ju it, Now, whers is the proof 

of reaction in the West Riding ¥ We have in 
1bia riding—ihis populs1on which 1 have the 
honor to represent —gapout 1,490,070 sools— 
absut vae-twelfth pars of the whole population 

! ber this promise, made on the one side by their 

of England, and a far larger: proportion of the 4 
wealth, inteliigeace, and prednctive industry of 
England. Well, 1 reckon that community 1s 
going to have a voice in thie question of the 
bread tax. Well, now, in answer te these 

village herves—these men who, when they 
heve put their parish in a turmoil that vastly 
rezensblos a storm in a teapot, fancy the whole 
of Englaud gathered together, when itis noth- 
ing but un agitation of the squire, his egent, 
and probably a parson and a doctor. Well, 
now, these Protectionist noodles and their or- 
gaus of the press, are continaslly tellicg the 
farmers what they bave been telling them for 
now eleven years, that they are going to have: 
protection &nd keep it. Now, I tell them they 
never shall bave one farthing’s worth of pro- 
tection. And now, 38 these sre ong a couple 
of predietions, all ‘I went is this, * Some time 
or other, | presume, the farmers will wish to 
have friends who tell them the trath.. When 
ever the time comes when the farmers vader. 
stand who itis who hes Been telling them the 
truth —those who say they ‘are going to have 
protection, or those who say from this platform 
that they never shall have one farthing more of 
corn-law—when that time comee, then I think 
the age cf delusion will be over in the agricul. 
tural districts. J want to-know how long they 
will regnire before they make up their minds 
whether I am right, ‘or those noodle squires 
are right, The time will come some time. | 
give them seven years if they like; only Jet 
it be wuderstood, some day, that they remem~ 

own leaders, and here by the men of the West 
Riding ; and when the time does come, ‘then 
I calculate the farmers will throw off their 
foalish blind guides, and co-operate with mep 
who have proved themeelves to have gense and 
foresight in the matter. What is it these lanc- 
lords weat to do with you? There is ‘no die- 

When we unsed 
to be agitating the corn-'aw question before, 

they said their object was plenty, the same as 
ours But what 18 the cry nowt Why, they 
complain (hat you get the quartern loaf too 
cheap, and they want to rise the price of it to 
you ; and that is the only business they have 
10 hgod. Yon get a covple of stones, of decent 
flour now for 3s. ; two or three years sgo you 
paid 4s. for a eingle stone. Well, those land- 
lorde were satisfied when you were paying 4s, 
a stone for flour; and now they are dissatisfied 
when you get two stones for 3s, and they want 
to go back anain to the 4s. for the one etane. 
Will you let them? (Shouts of ** No, no”) 
No ;“you are not Yorkshiremen if you will. 
Referring to the prosperity of the manufactu'- 
ing dietricts, the hoo. gent. said, we are told 
that ull parts of the country are ia distress and 
dissatisfaction. That ie the old story again. 

Because the landlords feela litle uneesy—they 
who have been so Jong accustomed to consider 
themselves the whole community—1 believe 
many of them think so—they get up and say 
the whole community issvflering from extreme 
distress Now, I say the West Riding of 
Yorkskire has been growing more prasperoys, 
and suffering less and less distress in proportion 
as the price of corn, of which those landlords 
complain, has become more moderate—and if 

they can ever retura~if they ean ever succeed 
io returning again to the price I have mention~ 
ed, 4s, for the stone ‘of flovy, you will have 
your town swarming with paupers, your mills 
stopping work, and every class aud party in 
thie community suffering distress, as they were 
in 1642 and 1843. = And thatis what they want 
10 briog you back to; for having looked into 
the mater with attention for tea years past, | 
declare that I fiod to period since the war 
where the manufactaring interest has been for 
two years together in a state of decent pros- 
perily, but what the landlord class in thie conn 
try have been up in arme, and declaring they 
were ruined, and calling out for those mea- 
sures which, if snecessinl, must again’ throw 
the manulacturing. community into that stare 
of distress from which they have emerged ; 
end if we Took back to the debates 1 Parlia. 
ment, we ‘find the landlords always assuming 

that because they were ia distress all the com- 
munity were in distress alike. [ remember 
readiog in the debates jo'thie House of Com- 
mons that in 1822 Lord Castlereagh himseli 

was obliged to remind the landlords of that 
day, that though they were suffering some in- 
cenvenience from the price of corn, the manu- 
facturing interest was eminently nrosperoue. 
Do we hear eomplainie now from Manchester, 
Lanesehire, or Yorkshire, Lanark, Notting: 
ham, Staffordshire, Leicester, or Derbyshire? 
No, thay have not been for many years past, 

both capitalis'e and laborers, in a more healthy 
state than they are at this moment, 

— 

MR COBDEN ON THE COLONIES. 

On Thursday, the 20th December, a crowds 

#d and eothusias'ic meeting, over which the 
Mayor presided, was held in the Temperance- 
hall, Bradford, for the purpose of receiving 
Mr Cobden and’ Colonel Thompson, and of 
Riving them welcome. 

Alderman Milligan proposed, and Alderman 

Brown seconded a resolution, expressive of 
tatisfaction at their ¥peeches and vores iu sup: 
port of motions inteaded to promate economy 
1a the public expenditure, a large extension of 
the elective franchise, and the maintenznce of 
Peace with other nations, sud in our owa cog: 
Bley, 

Mr Cobden, who was greeted most enthusi- 
stically, having acknowledged his fattering 
feceptica, said,—In the resolution there has 
®en a passing allueion made, in only, I believe, 

SWO_ words, 10 peace not only abroad, but in 
our eolonies, Now, gentlemen, there is g vast 
'Mport for your interests. and the interests of 
this kingdom in these. two words, referring 1o 

Bradford, or at Mootreal, or at Cape Town— 

dling and laboring classes had had the govern 

‘thig sort of policy could have existed. 

der and ball, horse accoutrements, and things 
“of that sort, 

our colonies, I have mo apprehension at the 
Preseal momeus of peace being disturbed 

abroad emonget foreign nations. I mean that 
there ghould be any. war in which this coontry 
thould be involved. But I am not eo sure with 
regard to the future etate of things in our col- 
onies. You: have seen lately the manifesto 
published from Cenaca, proclaiming great dis. 
content on the part of the people of Canada, 
and auributing the present distress and dis. 
content to the free trade measures which have 
been lately passed in this country; and you 
will have observed that the Protection party in 
England take up the question of our coloniee 
end say—* see what rain you free traders have 

brought wpon our colonial Empire.’ But we 
had news of diecontent from Australia and the 
Cape of Good Hope, whilst ao [ree trade mea- 
sures affect these colonies. It is absurd—it is 
hypocrivcal,—it is dishonest to mix vp free 
trade with the question of colonial diszontent, 
That there is a great inferiorly m the condi 
tion of Canada as compared witn the condi~ 
tion of ihe United States, I cap bear testimony 
from ccenlar demonstration afforded 10 me 
whilet visiting those countries, not et so recent 
a period as yesterday, but 13 years ago. say 
nobody ean diepute who hes been in these 
couneies, that Canada, atthe pace at which 
she moves, is at least 50 yeurs behind the 
United States as regards wealth and civilisa- 
tions © And why? When Iwas there protec. 

tion was rife 3 Canada had the benefit of this 
protection wih the English market. And 
why was Canada inferior * Why, I firmly bes 
lieve it was owing to this very protection.— 
Now, I always approach this question of the 
colonies with this preliminary point of faith 
It would be contrary tu nature for us to sup~ 
pose that either Capada or Australia, which is 
as large neatly as the whole habitable part of 
Europe, or the Cape of Good Hope, which ie 
twice as large as Frauce, and especially when 
those countries become populated, as probably 
they will with millions of inhabitants, can be 
elways considered as the poliucal property of 
this country. 

My doctrine for the colonies is this~T would 
give to our eouatrymen abroad the {fullest 
amount of self-government they can possibly 
claim. 1say Englishmen—whether living at 

Eoglishmen are entitled, es their inherent 

birth right, to the privilege of self government 
1 say, then, to these colonists, I will give you 
the fullest selfezoverament you ean require ; 
but on behall the people of England, I say 
you must pay for this governmeni—say you 
INust pay flor your own army, you ust 

pay for your own functionaries, you must pay 
for your ecclesiastical establishment. Having 
repeated his recent remarks on the emall 
standing army of the United Sates, and hava 
ing compared it with the force maintained by 
this country in Admerice, the hon. gentleman 
continued :— Now I want to know why the 

English here should pay for any standing army 
in Caveda at all? I want to know how it is 
you are eompensated for this * Bear in mind 
our Colonies have paid nothing iato our exches 
quer for all this. This is a fact which shews 
the, incredible folly of the arrangement for 
keeping our Colonies. Such a thing never 
happened before in the world; and if the mid- 

men! in theirown hands, inetead of its being 
in the hands of the aristocracy, [ never wiil 
believe that anything so eiily and\guicidal as 

Why, 
Bpaio realises an immense amount of reveaue 
from Cuba every year, We all know Hol. 
lana je much indebted for the smount of her 
finances to what she realises trom her colonies; 
even France has an amouut in her balance 
sheet from Algiers. But is there any such 
item in our balance eheeta? No. I will just 
give you a little specimen of what you do 
for Canada i—They Keep in Canada, not sol- 
diers alone, but ordnance stores~~guch as pows 

They had las: year a stock 
which amounted to ‘six hundred and fifty 
thousand pounds, You ses they doat even 
contribute for the priming of their muskete, 
But what do we for them besides 7 I allude 
to their ecelesiastical establishment, and we 
pay for them yearly £11,567 83 6d. Now, 
gentlemen, this 18 only a specimen of other 
items which we vote aannally in the House of 
Commons. It has not been for the benefit 
of the Colonies any ‘more than ourselves, and 
I eall in proof of the statements of the Cana 
dians themse!ves ; when ia their manifesto 
they. tell ua of their backward state and cen- 
dijon ay compared with that of the Umted 
States. I point to this, as showing what you 
have done by ¢ending your army, your ord- 
nance stores—by making them boud slaves— 
by petting, 8nd patronising, and protecting 
them in every possible way. Now I have al. 
luded to the Cape of Good Hope. Well, you 
have three thousand or fenr thousand people 
living at the Cape, or something like that 
population. Two or three years ago a quare 
tel took place on the African frontier of the 
Colony, between the colonists and a tribe of 
hall noked savoges, called Caflres, and after 
spending two millions of money the war 
which followed was put an end to. Every 
farthing of this expense was borne by the peo- 
ple of this country, Well sow on what zs- 
sumption Was the war carried on1 On the 
principle that the colonists were not capable 
of defending themselves against a few savages. 
Now what i8 the present position of thege coe 

After thie there is no reason for putting you 
to one shillidg’s expense for the protsction of 
thie colony. Then as to New South Wales; 
thére is an ‘egitation ‘going on there; they 
held meeungs, and they sent me newepapers. 

| I'got ude the other day in which was reported 
fo. meeting of six thousand persons (aud from 
which he read an extract of @ speech recom- 
mending the assertion of Australian freedom.) 
They say they want self-government, and 1 
am an advocate forself~zovernment. We have" 
taken possession of these distant possessions 
on the ground that we were going 10 benefit 
by the exclusivé trade of these colonies. Why? 

4 what ig this exclusive (rade * Look at an in- 
dividual in this town saying, “I will not go 
into the market to buy my vegetibles;'l will 
have a garden and grow my ewn.” We said, 
‘ We will ge and take thesa colonies, and have 
the exclusive trade with them,” forgetting 
what is proved now, that it is beiter 10 have 
an open market te receive the whole world’s 
produce, and that a!l nations will benefit more 
by perfect commercial freedom, than by any 
s€lfish restrictions whatever, 

Gentlemen, it is not merely large colonies, 
such as Australia and the Cape, that ihe Gov=, 
erament is anxious to have, but they are tak. 
ing possession of barren rocks in all parts of 
the ‘world, and which are made the mears of 
burdening you with: enormous taxation. Why, 
we lately took possession of a rock on the, 
coast of Borneo, seven miles long, withont an 
inhabitant upon it. Aad what did our Gove 
ernment do? They eat down.and coolly drew 
out an establishment for it; and we in Pare 
lament voted £9000 for the expenses of ine 
Goversment of that island without en ishabi- 
tent. We go to the Ionian Islands and spend” 
£2000 or £3000 a-year, whilst we have spent 
hundreds and thoveands in building fortifien-, 
tions for u place that does not belong 10 os, 
in which we have no more right to set a foot 
than in Russia or Austria; Then, instead of" 
‘making them pay for this protection, they call; 
upon you to pay for them all. Only lust year 
{found owt an item in the account for cogs 
veying the King of Musguito to Jamaica and" 
back. Now, this King of Mosquite—it is not 
a very inviting name —this King of Mosquito, 
I find, from the best deseription and account [ 
can get of him, rules over 8060 or 10,600 haif 
naked savages, and [ believe I am not wrong in 
stating that he is as barbarous as any of the rest, 
Thie Mosquito country is io the centre of the 
continent of America, but it is divided by Mex 
ieo- from the United States. Now, what is 
coming on 1 The Republic of Nicaragua is 
giving land to some of the citizens of the United 
States for the purpose of ecovetructiog a ship 
canal, sad then the English Governmewt come 
forward and say, * It is the lend of the King of 
Mosquito, and be is under our protection.’-— 
Jonathan then stepsin and says, * We do net 
recognise this King ; the land belongs to the 
R- public of Nicaragua, and we will protect onr 
ciuzens in, maintaining their right.” Here it is 
that you are involving yourselves by these pro- 
tectorates, and consequently are constantly ips 
creasing your expenses, sand having diseredit 
brought upoa you. The governor of the lo- 
nian [slanda is bringing discredit upon you. in 
the eyes of Europe. Look at Rajah Brooke 
~<he has been upon a marauding excarsion 
with yoar ships, and he has murdered ia the 
most savage manner 1500 of these people. He 
deserves the name of a second Pizarro ia mur- 
dering these pagans ; and you ought to repudi« 
ate such conduct as you protest against the 
butcheries of a Haynau or a Radeteky. If 
people tell me that I want to dismember the 
empire and abandon the colonies, 1 say I want 
Esrglichmen who are free 10 possess them.——~ 
Now I shall be told that [ em going to leave 
the conuexion between the mother eoantry und 
the colonies of so frail and fragile & characier 
that it will surely be severed. Well, [ admit 
that the political connexion between the ¢olo- 
‘nies and the mother country must become 
less and less strong, and uliimately I can see 
that 1t will be but a mere thread of connexion 
politically speaking. Bat, on the other hand, 
by giving the colonies the right of self govern~ 
ment, with a right gond will shaking bande 
with them, yon will retain the cecnexion, 
commercially and morally, far more siroagly 
than you could by any political boad ; the one 
is by thesword, the other is by the strong bond 
of affection for the mother conniry. In aban. 
Ing eur monopolies we only do it for the eae 
of the trade of the whole world. 

Bat some persons may say that the colonies 
are valuable as places for the emigration olone 
superabundant population. I believe by giving 

, them eelf-government they will be far better 
outlets {or our population than they are uoder 
colonial misgovernment, hat ia the feet 
nowt Why, more Englishmen 20 to the Ugi- 

ted Siates, which is perfectly independen: of 
us, than to all the colonies thronghoat the 
world, You will hear thie subject dicennred 
in Parliament next Session, and vou will see 
a constant attack made wion the Home effice. 
You will be miserably deladed if you think 
the condnet of people twelve thomsand miles 
off can be batter settled or eontrolied by the 
House than by Lord Grey, a man of compre- 
hensive intellect, and Mr Hawes, who hae 
thorough, business habits, The House of Coma 
mons has already plenty to do. We are ex- 
pected to set:le the nffairs of countries with 

. whose geography, history, and general governs 
loses? Why, after having treated them like § ment we are, most of ua, profoundly ignorant. 
children in their mother’s arms, we proposed 
to send them ever the very scum of our sos 
eiety, the emptying of our gaols. They de- 
clured they would not receive them—thatif we 
ipsiated 00 forcing our convicts on them, they 
were prepared, not only to defend themselves 
ageinet 8 few half naked savages, but that 
they were ready to throw down the gauntlet 
snd go against the English Government itself. : 

Now, take British (Guinea as an example. 
Well, we are expected to settle that pation’s 
affairs, and yet 1 would lay a wager there 
are not filty men in the House of Commune 
who kaow what 1s the form of goversmest in 
Baitish Goigea.  Jreland is very much cen. 
nected with this question ; for if you do as 1 
have hinted, you will induee the colonists te 
accept our emigrants, both from Ireland and 


