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REPORT OF THE
1 .
Northumberland Agricultural
) . y 3
Society, for 1850--51.
inh submitting a Report of their procecd-
88 for the year that is past, the retiring
0ard of the "Northumberland “Agricultural
Octiety, esteem it as their first and chiefest
o"“y 10 Tecotd their gratitude to the “ Giver
w i £00d,” for the abundant Harvest with
Ich it has pleased Him to reward the la-
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o ¥ In this Province, but over all Lurope
America, has been a good and plentiful
e Wheat in this Cnumyy’ as yielded a
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permit, the Board dntend to return by-and- farm, which extends back the whole length of ; Committce have no means of predicting

bye.
| "Belore discussing the two topies to which
they have referred, viz: the Agricultural capa-
bilities of Northumberland, as compared with
other countrics, and ils presenl condition and
prospects, the: Board beg to claim the atten-
tion of the Society, to a concise but truthful
narrative of their procedure, while in office.
For the'sake of brevity, they will passover
the mote minute and ordinary details, zgnd
efer only to the leading and more interesting
points.
They beld their first meeting at Newcastle

on Tuesday, the 29th January, being only a
tew .days after their election 10 office. At
| this meeting the preliminary or initiatory ar-
i rangements of the year weie completed.. The
! list of Prizes this day awarded, was strictly
! scrutinized and materially amended; an_d'xt
!was Resolved, “that a premiuvm of fifty
! pounds be offered to any person who would
|erect a Carding, Fulling, and Dressing Ma-
chine in the Paiish of Chatham or Newcas-
tle, the sameé to bo completed by the end of
! the year.”
! 'The sccond meeting of the Board took place
lon Thursday the 14th Maich, when there
i was, us before, a full attendance, and the deli-
i berations lasted the greater pait of the.da_v.
! Thiee persons were ‘appointed a Committee
to prepare Rules and Regulations li_)l' the gui-
! dance of parties who might be disposed to
;4»<.:n;ur:r for the Premium  offered by this So-
| ciety, for the erection of the Carding, Fulling,
{and” Dressing Machine referred to at last
| meeting, with such additions thereto as the
{ Cominittec may deer necessary. It was also
{ resolved that the quantities ‘of Clover Seed
i on hand, be disposed of at the rate of seven-
H
{
|
i

pence per pound, and the Wheat at sixteen
shillings per bag; and that a Commiltee be
chosen 1o obtain informalion s to what Ja-
| bour-saving machines it would be wost advi-
P sable to import from the Unired States, or
elsewhere, as Models for our Mechanics, and
| that said Commiltee report at next meeling
{ of the Boaud.
% On Tharsday, the 11th April, the third mect-
lang of your Committee took place at New-
P eastle, when the persons appointed at the
{ previous meeting, to prepare Rules and Re-
I gulations ! for the -erection of a Fulling,
Catding,7and Dressing Maching, submitied
f their' Report, together with an elaborate,
{ highly intercsting, and well digested commu-
| nication, prepared by William J. Berton, ilsq.,
of St.John; in which he describes most mi-
| nutely, the cost, gualification, construction,
| advantages and disadvantages of such mills,
in the Uniced States.  For_ this informatien,

|

#so ably and generously supplied, the Doard
{forthwith unanimou adopted, the following
{ Resolution : % Resolved; That this Board de-
f:.u‘e to tender to William J. Berton, Esq., of
| St. John, their:best thanks, through George
| Kerr, 1 t uable Report, on
| the subj vith
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The le Show and Ploughing Maich of
¥ ok place on Thursday the
L iasi, being a week Ilater

ated by tue Rules ol
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. owing 1o the severity of the
weather on the proper day. A lay Park, the
: Alexander Rankin, and
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This Park
other respects belter«
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: place.

the lot. The day was exceedingly favorable,
and the number of spectators large and res-
pectable ; but the ground was not only uneven
on the surface, but erumbley in substance,
and bedded with small subsoil stones—thus
rendering it about as difficult for the Judges
- to determine the quality of the work, as it
. was for the Ploughmen 1o perform that work,
| as they would otherwise have done.
I, Theé Cattle Show was, as in former vears,
i but a poor affair. The animals exhibited be-
! ing miserable in pointof number,anc meagre
jin point of size, appearanae and ‘b'reed. of
four prizes offered by the Society fof the best
and second best two and three years old Buls,
only one was awarded, which was to alwo
year old Bull, of Mr Nevin’s, of the Ayrshire
breed ; and of the eight prizes open ‘o compe-
tition for Sheep, only six were claimed ; thus
clearly manifesting an unaccountable indiffer-
ence, on the part of Farmers, to their person-
al interests, and an unpardonable apatby to-
waids the interests of the Society, of which
they are members. Judges of the Ploughing
Match—Messis. John Rust, John Ellis, and
Colin Nevin. ‘
The Prizes weie awarded as follows:—

Prize

No. 1. To Alex.Dick, son.of Mr A.

Dick, Napan, £117 6
2. John Scott, Douglastown, 1 15 0
3. James Oir, Farmer, Napan, 1 12 6
4. James Galloway, son of Mr
J. Galloway, Napan, T3 00
. James Johnstone, son of Mr
G. Johnston, do., '

6. James Coultard, son of Mr
R. Coultard, Newcastle, 1 & 0

On the repost of the Judges being handed to
the Board, & lengthy and somewhat stormy
debate took place, as to-whether three of the
Ploughmen, who had noi strictly complied
with the prescribed size of the turrow, yet
were otherwise justly entitled to the three
| Tatter premiums, should oy should not be paid
| their respective prizes. . The discussion,
however, 1esuited 1 favor of the Ploughmen,
by a \-m)" small majority. ‘Lhis circumstance
is noticed in this Report, in order that it may
| serve asa warning to these, and all other
| Ploughmen, on hke ocecastons, to be more
| caretul for the lime 1o come,

The Judges of the Cattle Show were Mes-
sve. Thomas Vanstone, James Kerry and Wm.,
Stothard, aud the Viizes were awarded as
follows :—

i No. i
! 83. Best Bull, 2 year old, C. Nevin,
Newcastle, LA 00
15.  Best Heiter,2 yeardo., W. Loch,
Newcastle  (presented as a
donation to the Bociely by
M L), , 160" 0
57. 2ad .iest do., 27year do.,, W. Hay, 0 10 0

68. do., 1 yeax do., G. Jehnstoa,
Napan, 0156 0

9. 2adbest do, 1 year do, R. Coul-
tard, Newcastle, BTkl
34.  Best Ram, 2 year do, Po. Do., 0 15,0

69. 2nd best do, 2 yeardo., Michuel

Searle, Napan, D54 6
71. Best do,, 1 year do., Geo. John-

stou, do., 010 0
96. Best Ewe, @ yeardo,, J. Creigh- \
ton, Napan, 010 .0
40, Bestdo, 1 year do., G.John-
ston, do., 010 0
13.  2nd vest do, 1 year do., Chas. *
Marshall, Douglastown, o 8
17, ‘2nd best Boar, 1 year do., Jas.
Grinnau, do., 0 TG
32, Best Sow, 1 year do., J. Wyse,
do., LU ) B ¢
7. 2nd best do,, 1 year do., J. Por-
ter, do., 0 5 0
| 80, Best Butire Horse, 4 years old,
H D. Elkin, Napaq, 3 0reQ
97, 2ad bestdo, 3 year old, John
Rennie, Newe Dsislinabs
§5. DBest Geld i 3 yea
do.,, A. & J. Davidson, Oak
Pont, 1,100
41, 2nd best do, 3 vear do., W. Per-
ley, Chatham, 015 0
¢. . Best do. do,, 2 year do., William
Yalcouer, jlnug};[g{mvn, 1,00
o, 2nd j)z-sl do, 2 year do., James
Gray, Napan, 010 0

The Board now proceed to redeem their
promise, made in an carly partof this Report,
respecting the Agiicuitural capabilities of
this Couuty. S

In their Annual Report of last year, the
predecessors of the present Board, stated, that
wn an Agricaitural point of view, the capi-
bilities of this County, are unknown and vi-
appreciated. . What  offact” say they, * the
forthicoming Report of Professor Johnston
have 1n the way of opening our eyes to
pabilities of our seil, and directing at-
tention 1o the discovery and culuvaiion of
the numerous Resources of the country, your

¢ This, howeyer, they do know, for it has been
"Mully verified, viz: that the soil of this County
is_good-—its situation advantageous—its chi-
- mate healthy, and its resources abundant. |
TheRepoit of ProfessorJohnston, to which
the former Board referred, has since been
published, and now .proves in the clearest
, and most satisfactory manner, that the soil of
| Northumberland, its situation, climate apd
| Tesources, are just what they were represented
i by that Board.
? With the Report of Professor Johnston oe-
| fqre them, the Board proceed to show, 1st—
i That the Agricultural capabilities of the
whole Province, are equal, if not superior, to
those of the neighboring Provinces; and not
interior to those of the neighboring States of
{ the Union, and, 20d—"That Northumberland,
in this respect, is superior le some, and infe-
rior to few, if any, of the other Counties of
the Province.

Here, however, it may be necessary to re-
mark, that Professor Johnston, both as a wri-
ter and Leciurer on Scientific Agriculture, is
confessedly the most cautious, elearest and
most trustworthy of the day. His opinions
on ail points connected with his profession,
are esteemed all over Europe and America,.
as the highestauthority, we therefore, it may
be presumed, are peviectly safe in adopting:
| his spinions, and conveying them as truths to
L others.  Speeking of the Productions of the
Soil_of New Brunswick, Professor Johnston
says— The irresistable conclusion appears
to be, that lcoking ouly at what the sotls un-
der existing circumstances and mecthods of
culture are said {o produce, the Province of
New Brumswick is greatly superior as a Farme
g country to the State of New York.” See
page 73, and atpage 77 he adds—"on the
whole, thevefore, I think the result of this
comparison of the actual productiveness of
the soil ef New Brunswick, with that of other
parts of North America, ough! to be very sa-
tslaclory to the inhabitants ot this Provinge,
and is deserving of thieir serious consideration ;:
so far as mwy kpowledge of the intermediate
country goes, I am induced to believe that
the Agricultural capabilities of New York are
at least equal to any of the North Eastern
States. 1 New Brunswick exceed New York
{in productiveness, it ought also 10 exceed all
{ the States of New Kngland, and ifit will in
this respect bear a favorable comparison even
Pwith Okio and” Upper Canada. It becomes
doubiful how far on the whole the other West<
ern States are superior lo it. At all events
there appears to me to be suflicient reason,
{ until more satisfactory information is obtain-
| ed, for the Agiicultural population of New
| Brunswick to remain contented with the ca-
pabilities of the soil they possess, and (o give
thenselves up strenuously to the develop-
ment of its lalent vesources, rather than to.
forsake it for other parts of Northern or West--
jem  America, which appear incapable of
yielding larger erops that they can easily reap,
at ‘home.”

Such, then, in a few words, is Professor
Johnston's deliberate and 1ecorded opinion of
the Agricultwral cupabilities of this Province.

1 Les us now discover 1o what rank this County,

as‘an integral part thereof, is entitled. We
have seen that Profgssor Johnston kias pro-
nouncéd New Biunswick, as a whole, to be
superior as a- Farming Country, to the State
ot New York, or any of the other Northern
States. 'Let us now sce how Ligh Northum-
berland stands: among s sister Counties.
'The Beard notice, first—"The -actual produe-
tiveness of Northumberland. Fheaverage pro-
dude, per imperial acie, veaped iu the State
of New Yorl, Canada, New Brunswick, and
Noithumberland, is as fellows:—

Lt bt et Lot ady
P foreid s iy
(Slule of, Cana- {NBruns~§{Nosth-
N, York] da. l wick. [berland.
| AR S

| X

Wheat —{'14 hush.‘:l“l},‘- bus. /17§ bus. {18} bus,

Bailey 10 do. 714 do. |27 do. 20734 «
Oats 26 do. {243 do. l-‘;-’i do. [31 8.4
204 do. 1206 «

Potatoes |40 do. (84 do.
5 14 ne 0
Hay I3 tons. 2 tons.
ond=—The comparalive We
for the whole J:li ince, and this County are
put dewn by Protessor Johnston as follows :
u ) PR .
}\ltf;l:’. Province, Notthamberland.
Wheat, 60 11-16ths prbus, 62 lhs per bus.

t of Grains

Barley,: OU0ibs. per bus.. 53 1bs.
Qats, 8 lbs. 37 lbs. (muchs

(below the weight.
3rd—Average prices obtajned for Produce,
in the whole Province} and in this County
are as follows: s

. Whole Province. Northumberland
Wheat, 7s.6d. per.bushel. 7s. 6d. per basnel.
Barley, 4s, 2id, & SR 31
'\)AIS, 98, = “ 93, 1d.
Potatoes, 13, 114, 1s.10d. ¢

“

1—The comparative length of Seacon, as
riaized by the average date of the closing
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