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REPORT OF THE 
* Northumberland Agricaltaral 

Society, for 1850--51, 
In submitting a Report of their procecd- 
1888 for ‘the year that is past, the retiring Bo, year that is past, the retiring 

ard of the "Northumberland Agricultural 
dn esteem it as their first and chiefest 
d Hy recotd their gratitude to the © Giver 
whi I g00d,” for the abundant Harvest with 
bo ich it has pleased Him to reward the la- 

UIs of the husbandman, and grant a plenti- 
y UY Supply of food for man and beast. 

1th the exception of the Potatoe, £0 long 
he victim of disease, the Crop of 1830, not | 

ly in this Province, but over all Lurope 

eh giv Soc has been a good and plentiful 
bho heat in this County Las yielded a 

ted rare and the samples this day exhibi- 

the ary; ey prove, that in point of weight, 
in this € 1s superior te any hitherto raised 

Well i, county, Quts almost invariably do 

<rop, ib ire quarier: they are our staple 
i bri ) ust season the yield was not much 
uy ver to that of any former year. Hay was 

rage crop; and T'urnips, Carrots, &c., 

Hop Properly cultivated, were pausually 
a¢ and of excellent quality. 

ad ECAvEILY, like the visits of Angels, 

ent 10 bg 1 vd between,” and are no doubt 

titug peace lessons of humility and gia- 

pps? and our utter dependence on the L
ord 

of dig Heartrefding were the details 

late net = death; which veachied us, of 

oll ars, from various parts of the eth, 

PR iy famine; yet it has continued 
mb Arabia true of us, that, if in North- 

o erland, we cannot boast of many Yich, 

& cannot complain of So nen A 

ho 100 much indoleng Javagance 

ever Cried who will assent (hat there has 
this Con pl th auy, positive suffering in 
the Sant 3 either from the want of food, or 

ge of clothing? Yet, styange to say 
this is denounced by man p 8CiL5 SN ERDTCINE, 

the ‘countyv fron ie s inhabitants, 

Should I ny 'y fiom which the poor man 
in lage sc mh toa he may find plenty 

Pauperism, Ped m penury wand oppressed by 

Reape ie 5 prevailing opinion among us, 

Wersion to 1} 1 9_sliong’ tendency to produce 
oad fe) be Lrovivee, ad to which 1 

it, €1 iL their duly to refer. Jt is this: 
. Be asseited, that he neighbouring 

of én i been "in the way 

been { speed, we have 

that 1h well toreflecy, 

Whole Sree Rh y, Whether by 
is is o Hrunties or als, the gaol 

¥ the Lucntly regel y the swift, than 
Bosiglay 11016 au competitor. 
beep Fy not 1 Province ha 

dino hd i ¢ wo 

tates Fr ae while the : hosing 

OVER 1 vat _ Only ly ox 

Bet igs ave elaps ice the earliest 

Sent ge of New Bi d. its pre- 

or Mist 100 does not exceed 230,000 souls, 
Rngtanq more than a second rate town if 
Abt or vow let any candid observer, ca- 

Bry, t Understanding the subject, take a 

Lat.of they wlition of the coun- 

Colles: Roads Schools, Churches, 
ang HA numero me = 1nsttutions; 

Ployeg 1m take ito account the tie em- 

Metitg the roduction of these tmprove- 

Which the. public revenues as the means by 

LL uk have Leen ¢ffected, and the small 

fee ox Of “our population, and he will at 

buts, ress his surprise, not at the tardiness, 

Puisyit of 

ik rapidity of our past progression. 
Kept not contended, however, that we have 
Yorg, Pac ours “beyond the 

ba not have becu 
had we employ- 

-h Providence had 
But then, the 

y Or 

8 Within 
4a at once suavests itself, why have we 

our reach. 

he neighbouring Sates? 

, the capalilitics of he coun 

C wdiect of its inhabitants? Lhat 

5 FAL to the latter, and not te
 former 

of pr Board shall devote a subsequent 
tis Repoit to make manifest. 

3 1 it may bo asked, how is if, that 
if; Population of the Province is only 230,000, 

4 At because in countric 

gil 1, Tails such as 
Great Britain and Ire- 

¥ adyy, 1, dad d 1 that ‘oar land is oa- 
wh of the Forest Tree, 

yg oh Productions of the cultivated field, 

A, 1 therefore it should continue the 

ted wih Lhe aborigen, not the home of civili- 

ang ot simply because in these, 

kn, 

Bt Nol iti ) : 
Pa Nilarly circumstanced countries, they 

bifyyy, "ing about New Brunswick, or its capa- 
To 207d therefore care nothing about either 

# subject also, should time and space 

permit, the Board dntend to return by-and- 

by e. 
+ | "Before discussing’ the two topics to which 
“they have referred, viz: the Agricultural capa- 
bilities of Northumberland, as compared with 
other countrics, and its present condition and 
prospects, the: Board beg to claim the atten- 
tion of the Society, to a concise but truthful 

narrative of their procedure, while in office. 
For the'sake of brevity, they will passover 

the mote minute and ordinary details, and 

refer only to the leading and more interesting 
points. 
They held their first meeting at Newcastle 

on Tuesday, the 29th January, being only a 
few .days after their election 10 office. At 

| this meeting the preliminary or initiatory ar- 

{ rangements of the year were completed. The 

! list of Prizes this day awarded, was strictly 

! scrutinized and materially amended; and 1t 

!was Resolved, “that a premium of fifty 

| pounds be offered to any person who would 

{erect a Carding, Fulling, and Dressing Ma- 

chine in the Parish of Chatham or Newcas- 

tle, the samé to be completed by the end of 

| the year.” 
"The ‘second meeting of the Board took place 

ion Thursday the 14th March, when there 

f was, as before, a full attendance, and the deli- 

i berations lasted the greater part of the day. 

! Three persons were ‘appointed a Committee 

to prepare Rules and Regulations for the gut- 
! dance of parties who might be disposed to 

{ corapete for the Premium offered by this So- 

{ ciety, for the erection of the Carding, Falling, 

aud Dressing Machine referred to at last 
meeting, with such additions thereto as the 

Cominittec niay deer necessary. It wus also 
{ resolved that the quantities ‘of Clover Seed 
{ on hand, be disposed of at the Tate of seven- 

pence per pound, and the Wheat at sixteen 

shillings per bag; and that a Committee be 

chosen to obtain informaiion as to what Ja- 

| bour-saving machines it would be most advi- 

fsable to import from the Unired States, or 

elsewhere, as Models for our Mechanics, and 

| that said Committee report at next meeling 

{ of the Boaud. 
On Tharsday, the 11th April, the third mect- 

wg of your Committee took piace at New- 
castle, when the persons appointed at the 
previous meeting, to prepare Rules and Re- 
gulations for the erection of a Pulling, 

Carding; and Dress Machine, submilied 
their Report, together with an elaborate, 
highly interesting, and well digested commu- 
nication, prepared by William J. Berton, Ilsq., 
of St. John; in ‘which he describes most mi- 
nutely, the cost, qualification, construction, 
advantages and disadvantages of such mills, 
in the Uniced States. For this informatien, 
so ably and generously supplied, the Board 
fortnwith unanimously adopted, the following 
Resolution : * Resolved, That this Board de- 

sire to tender to William J. Berton, Esq, of 
St. John, their: best thanks, through George 

Keir, Esq, forthe’ very valuable Report, on 
the subject of Matlinery and its cost, with 
which lie was so kindly supplied this Society.” 

this meeting a letter ‘was read from the 
retary of the lately formed Biackiille, 

ield, and Ludlow Agricultural: Society, 

expressing a desite 10 partake in the setvices, 

and to share in the cost, of the “ Cleveland 
Bay” Horse, belonging to My McMonagle, of 
Sussex Vale. A Coinmittee was appoinied 
to arrange with Mr McMonagle for the use of 
his horse for this County, during the season; 
the Society undertaking to insure 60 mares, 
at 25s. acu, or lo make up the deficiency. 
Mr McMonagle having acceded to the terms 

prescribed by the Board, the Horse ariived at 

Chatham about the 20th May, and remained 
in the County till the beginning of August. 
# Cleveland ~Bay’-—although one or two 
slight blemishes have been attributed to him 
—has been pronounced by the most compe: 

tent Judges, to be decidedly the most perfect 

and stoutest wnimal of the kind that has ever 
{thi since; -and the 

r belief, that altho’ 
services be very much 

ed to Mr McMonagle, 
County by 

vill amply 
in moiey. 

iaproved ‘breed 
compensate for the loss sust d 

The Cuutle Show and Ploughing Iutch of 
your Society took place on Lhursday the 
10th day of October last, being a week later 
than the day contemplated by the Rules of 
the ely. ‘This postponement was ren- 
dered necessary owing to the severity of the 
weather on the proper A lay Park, the 
properly of the Hoan ander Rankin, and 

1 rear of ls residence at Douglastowh, had 
been selected by a Sub-committee of the So- 
ciety as the field on which the Ploughing 
Match Was to take place. This Park; howe- 

ver, although in all other espects better adap- 
ted to the pu rpose, was deemed ton small to 
accommodate the number of FPloughmen 

: expected. The Committee, there- 
re, Dad no alrérnative, than to. fix upsn a 

lay field of Mr john Wyse's, situated about 
tmudway between the front and rear of his 

i0 

farm, which extends back the whole length of 
the lot. The day was exceedingly favorable, 
and the number of spectators large and ses- 

: pectable ; but the ground was not only uneven 
on the surface, but crumbley in substance, 
and bedded with small subsoil stones—thus 

- rendering it about as difficult for the Judges 
to determine the quality of the work, as it 

_ was for the Ploughmen to perform that work, 
| as they would otherwise have done. 
I, The Cattle Show was, as in former vears, 
| but a poor affair. The animals exhibited be- 
! ing miserable in pointof number,anc meagre 

| in point of size, appearanae and breed. Of 
four prizes offered by the Society fof the best: 
and second best two and three years old Bulls, 
only one was awarded, which was to a lwo 
year okl Bull, of Mr Nevin’s, of the Ayrshire 
breed ; and of the eight prizes open. to compe- 
tition for Sheep, only six were claimed ; thus 
clearly manifesting an unaccountable indiffer- 
ence, on the part of Farmers, to their person- 
al interests, and an unpardonable apathy to- 
wards the interests of the Society, of which 
they are members. Judges of the Ploughing 
Match—Messis. John Rust, John Ellis, and 
Colin Nevin. 
The Prizes were awarded as follows: — 

Prize 
No. 1. To Alex. Dick, son.of Mr A. 

Dick, Napan, - 1.41 
2. John Scott, Douglastown, 1 15 

James Our, Farmer, Napan, 1 12 
James Galloway, son of Mr 

J. Galloway, Napan, 
James Johnstone, son of Mr 

G. Johnston, do. 1 TG 
James Coultard, son of Mr 

R. Coultard, Newcastle, 1 & 0 

On the report of the Judges being handed to 
the Board, a. lengthy and somewhat stormy 
debate took place, as to whether three of the 
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| Ploughmen, who had not strictly complied 
with the prescribed size of the furrow, yet 
were otherwise justly entitled to the three 
latter premiuas, should ox should not be paid 
their respective prizes. The discussion, 

however, 1esuited 1 favor of the Ploughmen, 
by a very small majority. This circumstance 
is noticed in this Report, in order that it may 
serve asa warning to these, and all other 
Ploughmen, on like occasions, to be more 
careful lor the line to come, nid 

The Judges of the Cattle Show were Mes- 

sre. Thomas Vanstone, James Kerr; and Wm, 

Stothard, aud the Yiizes were awarded as 

follows :— 

No. 4rd 
83. Best Bull, 2 year old, C. Nevin, 

Newcastle, LAY 00 

15. - Best Heiter, 2 year do., W. Loch, 
Newcastle (presented as a 
donation to the Society by 
Mr L.), ’ 100° 0 

57. 2nd .best do, 27year do, W. Hay, 0 10 © 
65. Bestdo., 1 year do., G. Johnston, 

Napa, 0156 0 
9. 2nd best do, L year do, R. Coul- 

tard, Newcastle, (ERA 
34. Best Ram, 2 year do, Do. Do., 0.15 ,0 

69. 2nd best do, 2 yeardo., Michael 
Searle, Napan, ls 6 

71. Best do, 1 year do., Geo. John- 
stow, do. 10 © 

96. Best Ewe, 2 yeardo,, J. Creigh- A 
ton, Napan, 010.0 

40. Bestdo, i year do. G.John- 
ston, do, 010 0 

13. 2nd vest do, 1 year do, Chas. ~~ *. 
: Marshall, Douglastown, 0 5 @ 

17. “2nd best Boar, 1 year do., Jas. 

‘ Grinnan, do., ay E88 
32. Best Sow, 1 year do. J. Wyse, 

do., 010 0 
7. 2nd best do, 1 year do., J. Por- 

+ ter, do., 0 56 0 

! 80. Best iutire Horse, 4 years old, 
D. Elkin, Napaa, 3. 0reg 

27. 2ad best do, 38 year old, John 
Rennie, Newcastle, 240000 

§5. Best Gelding or Mave, 3 year 

do, A. & J. Davidson, Oak 
Point, 110 0 

41. 2nd best do, 3 year do, W. Per- 
ley, Chatham, 015 0 

6. - Best do. do, 2 year do., William 
Faleouer, Douglastown, 1,0 0 

9, 2nd best do, 2 year do. Jumes 
Gray, Napan, 010 0 

The Board now proceed to redeem their 
promise, made in an carly part of this Report, 
vespecting the Agiicuitural capabilities of 
this County. 3 z 

In their Annual Report of last year, the 

predecessors of the present Board, stated, that 
wn an Agricaltural point of view, the capi: 
bilities of this County, are unknown and va- 
appreciated.“ What” offact? say they, © the 
forthcoming Report, of Professor Johnston 
may have in the way of opening our eyes to 
the capabilities of our seil, and directing at- 
tention to the discovery and culuvaiion of 
the numerous Resources of the country, your 
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+ Committee. have no means of | predicting 
4 This, however, they do know, for it has been 
"fully verified, viz’ that the soil of this County 
is good—its situation advantageous—its cli 

, mate healthy, and its resources abundant. , 
The Repout of Professor Johnston, to which 

the former Board referred, has since been 
published, and now proves in the clearest 
and most satisfactory manner, that the soif of 

| Northumberland, yis jgnatio, climate apd 
| resources, are just what they w resen 
i by that Board. ; RY. pre ATO 

With the Report of Professor Johnston oe- 
fore them, the Board proceed to show, 1st— 
That the Agricultural capabilities of. the 
whole Province, are equal, if not superior, to 
those of the neighboring Provinces; and not 
interior to those of the neighboring States of 
the Union, and, 20d—"That Northumberland, 
in this respect, is superior te some, and infe- 
rior to few, if any, of the other Counties of 
the Province. . 
"Here, however, it may be necessary to re- 
mark, that Professor Johnston, both as a wri- 
ter and Lecturer on Scientific Agriculture, is 
confessedly the most cautious, clearest and 
most trustworthy of the day. His opinions. 
on all points connected with his profession, 
are esteemed all over Europe and America, 
as the highest authoiity, we therefore, it may 
be presumed, are peviectly safe in adopting: 
his spinions, and conveying ther as truths to 
others. Specking of the Productions of the 

Soil of New Brunswick, Professor Johnston 
says—« The irresistable conclusion appears 
10 be, that looking ouly at what the soils un- 
der existing circumstances and methods of 
culture are said to produce, the Province of 
New Brunswick is greatly superior as a Farms 
‘mg country to the State of New York.” See 
page 73, and at page 77 he adds—"on the 
whole, thevefore, I think the result of this 
comparison of the actual productiveness: of 
the soil ef New Brunswick, with that of other 
parts of North America, ought to be very sa- 

i tistactory to the inhabitants of this Province; 
and is deserving of their serious consideration 5; 
so far as wy kuowledge of the intermediate 
country goes, I am induced to believe that 
the Agricultural capabilities of New York are. 
at least equal to any of the North Eastern 
States. 1 New Brunswick exceed New York 
in productiveness, it ought alsa to exceed all 
the States of New England, and ifit will in 
this respect bear a favorable comparison even. 
with Ohio and Upper Canada. It becomes 
doubtful how far on the whole the other West- 
ern States are superior lo it. At all events 
there appears to me to be sufficient reason, 
until more satisfactory information is obtain- 
ed, for the Agneultural population of New 

| Brunswick to remain contented with the ca- 
pabilities of the soil they possess, and (0 give 
themselves up strenuously to the develop- 
ment of its latent resources, rather than to 
forsake it for other parts of Northern or West-- 
ern America, which appear incapable of 
yielding larger crops that they can easily reap, 
at home.” 

Johnston's, deliberate and 1ecorded opinion of 
the Agricultural cupabilities of this Province. 

i Let us now discover 10 what rank this County, 
as‘an integral part thereof, is entitled. We 
have seen that Profgssor Johnston has pro- 
nouncéd New. Brunswick, as a whole, to be 
superior as a Farming Country, to the State 
of New York, or any of the other Northern 
States. ‘Let us now ‘see how high Northum- 
berland stands: among dts sister Counties. 
I'he Boar) notice, first—"The actual produe- 
tiveness of Northumberland. ‘Fheaverage pro- 
dude, per imperial acse, veaped iu the State 
oft New York, Canada, New Brunswick, and 
Northumberland, is as follows:i— da 

Stale of Cana: {N Bruns §Nosthe 
N. York| da. wick. [berland. 

ee | —— PkEy EE OE A— 
Wheat 414 bushi 123 bus.[17§ bus. [18} bus, 
Batley ho doc [714 do. 127 do. [203.4 « 
Oats 26 do. {243 do. 133 do. [31 8.4% 
Potatoes [90 do. [84 do. [204 do. 205 « 

14 tons. j2 tons, Hay 

opd—"The comparative Weight of Grains 
for the whole Province, and ths County are 
put down by Piolessor Johnston as follows : 

§ Whole Province, Northumberland. 
Wheat, 60 11-16ths prbus, 62 lbs per bus. 

Parley, O01Ls. per bus, 53: lbs. 
Qats, 98 lbs. 37 lbs. (much? 

(below the weight. 
3rd— Average prices obtained for Produce: 

in the whole Province] and in this County 
are as follows; g 

Whole Province. Northumberland 
Wheat, 7s, Gd. per bushel. 7s. 6d. per bushel. 
Bailey, 4s, 23d, « SERINE dE Tn 
Oats, 2s, “ 9s. Ld. 
Potatoes, 1a, 12d, * 1s. 10d. © 

4th—The comparative length of Season, as 

ascertaized by the average date of the closing 

Such, then, in a few words, is Professor 


