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LOOSHTAUK AFFAIR. 

The next grant which came up was that to 
remunerate Messrs. Let<on and Williston for 
a balance due them as a committee of sessions 
for the county of NorthumberMnd, in provid. 
ing for the sick emigrants which arrived in 
the ship Loosbtauk at Miramieni in 1847.— 
‘The tota) balance claimed was £139 odd. 

i ‘The hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL, ift mov- 
the resolution said, that this was a claim 

which had already been before the house, and 
circumstances on which the claim was 

« for the information of the hon. members he 
would briefly recapitulate those circumstan- 

‘ces, Jan 1847 a ship called the Looshtauk, 

mont epi 
perhaps 

ind from a port in Ireland to Quebec, with 
put into the river Miramichi, in 
orable condition, more deplorable 
an any vessel that ever entered a 

[ran this side of the Atlantic. She had, 
believed, something like 400 passengers 

! on board, almost all of whom were suffering 
with Typhus Fever of the very worst des: 
cription, and then in a most loathsome con- 
ition, When the arrival of this unfortunate 

vessel was announced in Chatham, and the 
condition of her passengers made known to 
the authorities, a special session of the ma- 
gistrales was immediately called, and Messrs. 

etson and Williston were appointed a com- 
Mittee to take charge of the unfortunate suf: 
feres, and do everything that the calls of bu- 
manity ‘required to be done to relieve the ter- 
rible suflerings of those on beard. These 
gentlemen acceded to the wishes of their bro- 

r magistrates and immediately proceeded 
to fulfil that onerous and disagreeable ny 
Imposed upon them, and performed them wit 
credit to themselves. A place a mile and a 
half below the town of Chatham called Mid. 
dle Island was selected for their reception, 
+12 sheds were built fom their aceom- 
modation, and everything which humanity 
could suggest consistent with the public safe- 
ty was provided for them. In the perform- 
auce of these duties the commiltee of the 
sessions were obliged to incur large liabili- 
ties, They were obliged to have persons to 
take charge of the sufferers, and to place a 
guard on the Island to prevent the escape of 

those infected from the place provided for 

them. They were also obliged to purchase 

Provisions and other necessaries, and lo em- 

ploy a medical man to attend to the sick. The 
medical mana highly deserving young prac- 
titioner lost bis lite by cantracting the dis- 

ease, and another medical man had to be pro- 
vided to take his place. After all these ex 
penses had been incurred the accounts were 
Presented to the bench of magistrates to be 
tudited, and by them referred to another com- 
Mittee of the sessions who cut down the ori- 
ginal amount upwards of £190. Some of the 
Parties whose accounts had been thus reduced 
commenced an action against Messrs. Leison 
sud Williston for the recovery of the sums 
Which they thought themselves entitled to 
Teceive. And as these actions were commen- 
ced in the Court of Common Plzas tae ma. 
Ristrates applied for a mandamus to prevent 
them from trying the cause as they were also 
members of ihe sessions, and might be held 

10 be parties interested in the issue of thesuit. | 
The Court however refused this application, 

and the causes were accordingly tried before 

the Court of Common Pleas and aJury of the 

Countyy. The Jury found a verdict for the 

Plaintifi’s, holding that Messrs. Williston and 

1son were personally liable ror the fulfil. 

Ment of the contract, which they had entered 
Into with these parties. An execulion was 

Accordingly issued and these innocent parties 

“ere obliged lo pay the money. It was to be 

"emembered, for these sums, which they had 

Paid, and for which they were liable, 
that the 

Present application was made ; and he did 

Ope that the house would interfere, to pre- 

Yen! these innocent parties who had been ill 

iequited for their labor, from being bairassed 

or the payment of money which they had 
ex- 

bended by order of the bench of magistrates. 

e would say one word more and he bad done. 

_ From what had come subsequently to his 
knowledge he believed that the commitiee of | 
Sessions which audited the accounts did so 
In the full belief that Messrs. Letson and 

illiston were not personalry liable for a sin: 
gle shilling of the accounts which these par- 
18s presented, and thinking these accounts 

too lugh they audited them as if they had been 
“iting on an arbitration on a disputed ac- 

“oun; between man and man. This was a 
Farticolarly hard case, for in point of law 

se parties had been found personally liable 
and it would be cruel to allow them to suffer 
under circumstances such as he had describ- 

ed. (The Attorney General pointed out some 

Eikages which he thought should not be alter- 

Mr HasxineTon was wellacquainted with 
the circumstances connected with this tran- 
saction, as it was not the first time that these 
accounts had come before the house, and had 
been adjudicated upon. These accounts 

| were first audited by the sessions of North- 
! umberiand and reduced by the amount now 
sought to be granted to Messrs. Letson and 
Williston, but after they had been so audited 
the same accounts were submitted to the Pro- 
vincial Auditor who reduced them to a_ still 
lower sum. If he 1ightly recollected, the 
amount passed by the Northumberland bench 
of magistrates was £884 4s 9d. That passed 
by the Auditor General of this Province 
amounted to £850, therefore this was piima 
facie evidence that the bench of magistiates 
had allowed all that the parties were entitled 
fo receive. a 
it he could find any public ground upon which 
he could support it. He was on the commit- 
tee who bail tefted to recommend this grant, 
and he understood that some surprise had 
been expressed at his serving on the commit- 
tee, as he had on a former occasion expressed 
an opinion on the subject. A majority of the 
committee refused to entertain the applica 
tion, but so convinced were they of the hard. 
ship of the case that they reported the peti- 
tion in full, that it might be enterod on the 
journals of the house. All that hie had fo say 
about the matter was thatif this application 
be sustained thev would find it difficult in 
future to get a beneh of magistrates who weuld 
trouble themselves with the invesstigation of 
local accounts, for they would know that the 
parties had only to apply to the house and 
their claims however extravagant would be 
paid in full. 
Mr Porter was clearly of opinion that this 

should be a provineial charge, and that it 
ought to be paid. He would, therefore, sup- 
port the resolution. 
Mr Rircuie had already investigated this 

matter to his satisfaction. The expenses al- 
together connected with this unfortunate ship 
amounts to £2408, 
+ Mr ParreLow.—£350 of which wae paid 
by the ship. 
Mr Rirenre.—That might be, but it was 

npon record that the present applicants re- 
ceived commissions on this sum, which 

! amounted to something like £100. This, he 
| thought was paying them handsomely for 
| their trouble. It was perfectly true, as had 
| been stated by the hon member fiom West- 
 morland, that these accounts were first aud;t- 
{ed by the bench of magistrates, and after 
wards by the Auditor General, who cut the 

| first audit down some thirty or forty pounds. 
| The house, however, passed them at their own 
audit, and he did not know upon what princi- 

{ ple they conld be called upon now to allow a 
{ further sum. The audited amount had been 
refunded by the British Government, and they 
had no emigrant fund out of which the appli- 

| cants could be paid, for the emigrant fund was 
{ some £400 in debt. He could see no good 
{ reason why his sum should come out of the 
| general revenues of the province, and he en- 
tirely agreed with the hon. member for West. 
dorlans that if the house broke down this 
audit resmbursed those parties, there would 
be an end of local bodies managing their own 
local affairs. 

Mr Scourrar had been on the committee 
| that investigated this matter and had some 
{difficulty in coming to a decision. The pe- 
tition itself signed by a member of that house 
struck him as being particularly wordel § it 
spoke of a new batch of magistrates being ap- 

| pointed, two of which had been selected to 
I'andit these accounts. He knew nothing fur: 
ther of the circumstances than had ceme be- 
fore the committee, but he had heard that 

"there were things charged in these accounts 
that never went to the island at all. There 

| was something said about twelve barrels of 
{ flour, which he had'heard were charged but 
"never used at the island, He merely heard 
i this and knew nothing of its truth or false 
hood. One thing, however, was very cer 
! tain—if this new batch of magistrates as they 
| were called, did not do their duty the Gov- 
(ernment ought to investigate the matter — 
! He took it for granted, until the contiary was 

shown, that they had done their duty, and 
therefore he could not support che grant, 

. Mr Ryan thought that this case should be 
investigated. 1 the magistrates were right 

, the House should not be called upon to re- 
fund the money ; if they had not acted ho- 

i nestly and fairly they should be displaced and 

others apointed in their stead. He wished 
the saddle but on the right horse. 

Mr GiLsert was also of opinion that this 
matter should be investigated and justice. 
done between the purties. He would be wil- 
ling to stay there until August rather than 
injustice should be practised aud the pasties 

| not brought to an accout. : 
¢ Mr Joansox rose and said that he was in 

He would not oppose this grant | 

favor of this grant, and before he sat down he 
would tell the house why he was in favor ot 
it. The Looshtauk arrived in the Miramichi 
River'in 1847, with four hundred passengers 
bound for Quebec, most of whom were in a 
deplorable state from typhus fever. Theship 
was reported at Chatham, and the Sessions 
met and appointed Messys. Letson and Willig. 
ton a commitiee to take chayge of the sick, 
and to furnish them with shelter, food and 
medical advice. In pursuance of those in- 
structions, these gentlemen proceeded under 
the direction of the Sessions, to erect sheds on 
Middle Island, and hired parties at five hil. 
lings a day to watch the island and attend 
upon the sick, when the same parties could 
have gotsix shillings, or six shillings and 
three pence a day for working abou the ship. 

, ping in the harbor. About this time some 
| new magistiates, who had qualified some 
fortnight nefore the accounts spoken of were 

| presented to the bench of magistrates, and 
two of the recently appointed magistrates 

| were appointed a committee to audit Messs. 
| Letson and Williston’s accounts. - He did not 
know the reason why these new made magis- 
trates were appointed on the audit committee; 

room sweeps clean. Be that as it may, the 
audit committee cut down the wages of 
those laborers fiom five shillings a day to 
three shillings and four pence, without even. 
hearing the committee appointed by the ses- 
sions to hire these parties. He could not ac- 
count for thison any other ground than that 
as they were new magistrates they must do 
something to distinguish themselves, and he 
hoped they had so distinguished themselves 
in this transaction that they would be re- 
membered in Northumberland for years to 
come. The next thing to which he would 
call the attention of the committee was the 
article of Beel, the supply of which was tak- 
en by public contract, of which due nofice 
was given ; and there was a circumstance 
connected with this contract which should be 
publicly kuown. Messrs. Letson, and Willis: 
ton found that no butcher to whom they had 
applied, would take this contract, unless they 
should receiw their money weekly. Kresh 
beef mnst be bad for the sick in sonic way or 
other, and they had no funds at their digpos- 
al to pay for it, as demanded by those who 
could furnish the article. In this emergency 
Mr Samuel, who happened to have some 
means, came forward, and without having a 
shilling of interest in the matter voluntarily 
agreed 10 guarantee the paymentof the con- 
uact, and to furnish the committe weekly with 
the means of doing so, What did the audit 
committee do but cut down the contractor's 
price something like £18, althongh the ha- 
mane gentleman who furnished the means 
had not the value of a single shilling in the 
transaction, and this also without hearing the 
gentleman who had charge of the business.— 
But the audit committee, and this immacu- 
late bench of magistrates, did not stop here ; 
the medical man in charge of Middle Island 

was taken sick and died.” It was necessary 
to procure some other medical man to take 
his place ; several weie applied to and declin+ 
ed; a Sessions was called to deliberate on 
what stiould be done, Dr. Thomson was 
calle | wpon to attend, and said that as he held 
an appointment as health officer,ie would not 
feel himself at liberty to dacline taking 
charge of the emigranis on Middle Island ; 
but if he did so his charge would be three 
guineas a day—(£3 10s) and even at that 
price be would feel obliged to the bench if 
they would as speedily as possible, get some 
medical man from St. John, or elsewhere, to 
take bia place, for he would much rather not 
be employed on Middle Island, as he must 
neglect his patients and endanger the health 
of his family by accepting the appointment, 
This was done in open court. He (MvJ,) 
heard the whole transaction, and the bene 
freely promised that he should have the sum 
which he named. Tn this case what did this 
sawe audit committee do but cut down Dy. 
Thompson’s account ope third, and instead of 
three ponnds ten shillings allowed him two 
pounds ten shillings a day, The beuch sy pport- 
ed the recommendation and thus openly re- 
pudiated their own public act. Such had been 
the os in which the public faith had been 
kept by the Bench of Northumberland, and 
not long ago an advertisement had heen issued 
on behalf of the county for the purpose of ob- 

taining a loan of £400, but no one was found 
to take the loan, and he believed the county 
was reduced to this pass ina great measure 
by the circumsiances connected with this 
transaction. [After animadverting in severe 
terms on this part of the transaction, the hon. 
member continued. Tt wag in vain to talk of 
this @amonnt coming out of the county funds. 

the county had nothing to do with it. Ha 
the magistrates of the county been elected by 
the people, as he the other day wished them 
to be, and these magistrates acted in this way 
then he would have said at once—" Let the 

perisne it was on the principle that a new | 

lin power and you must be answerable for 
(their acts.” But the people of Northumber- 
[land had no voice in this matter, The gov- 
. ernment of the Province appointed these ma. 
#istrates ; the charge was not a county but a 
provincial matter, and therefore the province 
at large should be called upon to protect 
those partics from loss who had performed the 
public duty diligently and faithfully. The 
arguments in favor of this resolution were 
few and simple. First, was the claim a just 
Loe. He (Mr J.) said it was and this could 
(not be denied. Secondly, if a just claim 
' should be taken from the county funds? This 
must be answered in the negative, for the  Soty had no more to do with the Loosh- 
tank coming into the harbor of Miramichi 
{than the County of Saint John had, In the I third place, if the county was not ligble from 
| what other source than the public chest could 
I'these parties be reimbursed. He believed 
| there was none other, and would therefore 
i cheerfully support the bill, 

Mr Montcomery had listened to what had 
fallen from the hon. and learned member from 
Northumberland, with respect to this matter 
land he would assure that hon member that 
| it would take more than anything he could 
, say to fix a stigma on the Perici of magis- 
; trates for the County of Northumberland. He 
(shad known some of them for twenty years, 
| and, take them as a body, he doubted whether 
{ there was a more intelligent bench of magis- 
i trates to be found in the Province. He had 
every confidence in them. 
Mr Hanniseron did not wish to speak 

again to the question, but would simply say 
that the audit Committee was composed of 
three old magistrates and two of the newly 
appointed ones, and that their report was re- 
ceived by the bench without a division. 

Dr. Tuomson animadverted in strong 
terms on the magistrates refusing to fulfil 
theiragreement with the medical man whom 
they had publicly employed, and also in cut” 
ting down the pay of the laborers employ- 
ed in taking care of the sick, laboring 
under a disease of the kind such as that which 
prevailed among the passengers of the Loosh- 
tauk was described to be. 
Mr Gray argued at great Jength that the 

hon. member from Northumbei land (Mr John- 
son) wished the committee 10 do the very 
thing which he complained of the bench of 
magistrates doing—that was to condemn 
these parties without a hearing. To pass this 
grant without an investigation, would be to 

i condemn the magistrates ; but if that peti- 
tion was true, it was then time that an if 
vestigation should be had, and he thought the 
Gsvernment should institute that investiga- 
tion, 3 
Hon. Mr Rankin rose and said, that he 

thought it a duty he owed to the highly res- 
pectable bench of magistrates in the county 
which he had the honor to represent, to de- 
fend them, to the best of his ability from the 
chizrge brought against them by his hon. col 
jeague. That body was twenty nine in num- 
ber, and out of that number five were chosen 
to audit the public accounts, They did so, 
and their report was confirmed by the bench 
two of those five were of the newly appointed 
magistrates, and the remaining three held 
seats on the bench previous to the time allud- 
ed to. His hon. colleague seemed to have 
made a mistake when he spoke of thefr un. 
fitness to audit the public accounts, The 
reason Why he objected to them must be be- 
cause they were fit to abdit accounts, for a 
more masterly audit had never come under 
his notice, ‘There were separate columns in 
the report which he beld in his hand, and on 
examination it wouldbe found that many of 
the items were left watouched, others were 
reduced and some disallowed, which showed 
clearly that the committee could have nof 
other end in view than to do justice to such 
accounts as were 1easonable, and reduce such 
as were unreasonable toa reasonable amount, 
With respect to the article of beef, which his 
hon. colleague objected to as being cut down 
in price, he could only say that he had made 
a mistake in his figures, This account of 
My Samuel's was not reduced £18 as stated 
by his hon. colleague; it was reduced £11 6s. 
od, or ope  prizd per got, and there was. 
also a reduction on pork, making iy a 13 
17s 4d.. instead of £18. fe puch, § LY ee 
the commrttee that a better argjele of beef 
was selling in the public maker for od. per 
pound than was farnished 19 ha people on 
Middle Island for 64d. With respect to funds 
he could only say that },e (Hon. Mr Rankin) 
roceeded to Fredericton and at once obtained 
£500 from the Government, to aid the com- 
mittee appointed by the Sessions; at another 
time he procured £800 more for the same pur. 
pose, and although he was not aware that 
the eredit of the county had fallen so low as 
was represented by his hon. colleague, he 
thought even if this had been the case the 
funds advanced would have been sufficient to 
procure provisions, if other matters should 

county pay it; you have placed the panies have to stand over. Instead of the great exe 


