902

TG TR

THE GLEANER

TUTIER:

UL G T A L A T 1

7

dit which his hon. collesgue thought fit to
bestow on Messrs. Samuels, for his share in
the transaction, he (hon. Mr R.) thought it
anything but creditable to charge 1d. or 14d.
more than the market price for an inferior ar-
ticle, for the use of sick emigrants, at the
public expense. With respect to catting

_down the pay of the laborers, the committee

shoald recellect that able-bodied men about
the deal yards, and elsewhere, were then re-

“ceiving five shillingsa day, and finding them-

selves, while the audit committee allowed

“the laborers on Middle Island three shillings

_-aday and found them. Besides this, it had
. been stated that they worked day and night.

He (hon Mr Rankin) believed that they did no
such thing; he believed that ‘they had relays,
and relieved each other. T he audit commit-

«tee had only done their duty to the public,
_ and that audit, which had beenso much abus-

ed, was an example to other audit commit-

“tees, and would remain a.credit to those con-
~eerned with it.

Mr Hatneway differed entirely from the
yeagoning of the hon. and learned member

_ from St. John, with yespect to this resolu-
. tion, and with those who thought this should

be a charge on the County of Northumber-

“land. 'He differed from them for this reason,
, that the County of Northumberland had noth-
_ing more to do with the visit of this ship to
~ the harbor of Miramichi than

the. people of
County of York had. He differed from the

. hon.and learned member from St. John (Mr

Gray) with respect to the delay which he
wished should take place before’ this money
“was granted. If the claim was a fair one pay
it atonce,and if they wished an investiga-
tion into the conduct of the magistrates, let
that be done afterwards. Delay in this cause
amounted to a denial of justice, and harras-
sing these parties, by heaping law suit upon
-law suit, might be of more serious consequen-
<es to the parties interested than the hon.and
learned member was aware of. He would

 therefore support the resolution.

The hon. Artorxey GEeNurAL said, he
thought but fair that Mr Williston should be
heard before any other hon. member gave his
opinion. . o

Mr Wirristow rese and said, that he was
gratitied and proud of having an opportunity
of explaining before that honorable house
the circumstances connected with this unfor-
tunate affair, with which he had so much
trouble, and whicbh had caused so much dis-
cussion. He hoped hon. members would
bear with him for a few moments, and he

. would assure cthem that he should state no-

thing on the floor of that House that he was
not ready and prepared to prove. On the 4th
of June 1847, a little after sundown, a boat
Towed by four men came up the river, with a
person sitting in the stern, who hailed the
people on shore; this was the captain and
four men belonging to the Looshtauk, which
lay about twenty or twenty five miles below
the town. The captain explained the mi-
serable condition in_which his passengers

: were and craved assistance from the inhabi-

tants. The sympathies of the people were
all at once awakened, and all the milk, bread
and wine which could be collected in Chat-
ham at the moment, was immediately pat on
board a boat and conveyed to the skip, lor the.
immediate relief of the sufferers. A special
Sessions was then called, at eleven or twelve
o'clock at night, to deliberate on the best
,course that could be pursued for affording
these miserable creatures, suffering with ty-
phus fever, shelter and food. Attera good
deal of discussion it was resolved to Jand
them at Bay du Vin Island, which afterwards
waa found not to afford the means of erecting
tem porary accommodation for the sufferers,
The Sessions then proceeded to appoint a
Committee, from their own body, to carry ouf
the plan agreed upon,and Mr Letson and
himself were appointed that committee. He
distinctly stated at the time when they were.
appointed, that they would be willing ‘o do
the duty without asking any pay, provided
the time they were employdd did not exceed
a month ; butif it exceeded that time and
they bad to loose their summer, they would
expect to be paid, and to this the Sessions us-.
sented. Next day the Honorable Joseph Cun.
ard sent down his steamer to tow the ship up
to Bay du Vin, when it was found entirely
impracticable 1o Jand the passengers on that,
island, consequently they had to remain on
board for another night, and on the following
day were landed at Middle Island. The com.
mittee had been directed to erect sheds on
the spot which was chosen for their landing,
and they accordingly went to work and prq.
cured material, and the hon. Joseph Cunarg
raised something like lour hundred men ang
sent them to.gssist in their erection. . Thege
men were not paid by the Commiltee byt
performed the. work gratuitously.  There
Wwere, however, some twenty olheis wh,
Wwere paid for their labor. ~ When the tempe.
1ary shelter was in readiness the passengers
Proceeded to land, or rather to be put on shore,
and he (Mr W.) was with the medical man
<mployed by the committee, when the land-
ANg Was effected, and that gentieman told him
that out of four hundred souls landed on the
island. there were not more than twelve that
were well, . The ship, when she left Ireland
had four bundred and ceventy passengers on
bogrd; seventy had died on the voyage, and
the gquallil wreichedness of the survivors
was beyoud deseriptior.  The committee
then proceeded to hire Jahorers to guard the
island, and 10 3ssist the sick and protect the
public from contagian, by keepingz these peo-
ple from escapingdrom Middle Island. His
hon. eolleague Was mistaken when he sgid
that they had relays of mey for that purposg ;
it was no such thing. Halfof the persons em.
ployed;, when daylight came, Jay down to

take rest ; the other party continued actively
employed until twelve o’clock, ‘when the par-
ty who retired at daylight took their places,
and when night came all were again at their
posts. To do this duty the committee were
obliged to pay the wages which these people

| charged,  and when it became noised about

that the funds at the disposal of the commit-
tee were exhausted they threatened to leave,
and Mr Letson and bimself were obliged to.
say that they would hold themselves person-
ally liable for the amount, .in order to induce
these people to stick to their posts. It was
this promise on which the Jury found a ver-
dict against them, and his bon. colleague who
conducted the case for the plaintiff would
bear him out in what hestated:  The nextac-
count to_which he would refer was that for
the beef, and it was perfectly true that the
committee applied to the butchers both in
Chatham and Newcastle, and could not ob-
tain tenders for a supply of that article until
Mr Samuel came forward and gave his gua-
rantee that the money would be forthcoming:
weekly. The Doctor’s account was the next
that he should refer to. .It was well known
that Dr. Vondy, the first medical man em-
ployed, died in consequence of having con-
tracted the disease. The committee applied
to every doctor in the place to take his sta-
tion on the island, but they all declined:  In
this emergency another special Sessions wa3
called, Dr. Thomson was sent for, and-as his
hon. colleague had stated, the Bench agreed”
to pay him three pound ten shillings per day,
yet that account was cut down to two pound
ten shillings perday. It had been objected
that a legal a legal adviser was likewise em-
ployed ; this was true, but he (Mr W.) objec-
ted to that appointment from the very begin-
ning, stating it as his opinion that the Clerk
of the Peace for the county was bound to give
the committee legal advice free of cliarge, the
Bench, however, insisted upon making the
appointment, and hence the charge in the ac-
counts for that service.” In conclusion he
could assure the house that the committee of
the Sessions had these accounts cut down in

the way mertioned, without ever his being,

called upon to explain or allowed a hearing
before the audit committee. They had been
harrassed with law suits, put-to costs in de-
fending these suits, and kept out of their mo-
ney for years. They had no remedy here un-
less that house interposed to save them from
oppression. They could not sue the Ses-
sions, but if hon. members who objected o
this grant would bring in a Bill and give
them the privilege of bringing the sesssions
into court, he would promise the House
that they should hear nothing furtheér about
these claims.

If they failed in the Legislature, there was
only one other court:to which an appeal could
be had, and that was to her Majesty in €oun.
cil, and should they fail here, that appeal
would be made. They had not taken a single
step in this matter without the sanction of
the Sessions. They had sapplied nothing
from their own establishment for the Island;
every thing was contractedifor at public sale,
and the committee had not received one cop-
per’s benefit beyond the commission of 5per
cent. on the money actually passing through
their hands, which was'a very moderate re-
muneration for four months” work. It had
been said. why not apply to the Government.
They had- applied to the Government; peti-
tion aflter petition could be found on the files
of the Executive Council, begging and pray-
ing for an investigation.  Pelition afier peti-
tion would also be found on the files of this
House, with a like prayer, but up to this hour
they had been unable to obtain an investiga-
tion. They had in fact been treated, through-
out the entire transaction, worse than if they
had been Taiks, and- he hoped the House
would now do them justice.

Dr. Gorpox regretted exceedingly. that the.

hon. member for Northumberland (Mr John-
son) should have felt it necessary to make an
attack on the highly respectable beneh of Ma-
gistrates in. the county of Northumberland.
He thought such attacks uncalled for, and be-
lieved the bench of magistrates would have no
other object in view than_that of doing jus-
tice. He, however, thought this an extreme-
ly hard case, and would vote for the resolu-
tion,

After a few words from Mr Wilmot, Mr
Gray, and others,

The hon. SEcrETARY entered into a com-
plete detail of the whole transaction, show-
ing how the ‘accounts had' been disposed. of,
and how that and other monies to the amount
of £14.000 had been refunded by the British
Government.

[ This was effected principally, if not en-
tirely, through the instrumentality of the bon
Secretary himself, who, was then Mayor of:
St. Jehn. ]

The ArTevy~eY Gexrrar again, andat
great length, defended. the bench.of magis-
trates in Nerthumberland, and it then being
halt past five o'clock, ‘the debate.on the reso:
lution elosed without . the question beinyg ta-
ken, and will be resumed to-morrow.

April-8.

The House then- went into committee of
thf‘- whole in fuither consideration of the sup-
plies to be granted for the public service,
“',h‘j'_‘ the debate on the grant to Letson and
Williston was resumed. A long and, rather
warm debate again ensued which lasted from
half past-one until half past four o'cloek when
the resolution was finally sustained by a large
majority, A

Thehon. Arroryey Gexrraz then moved
that the blank be filled up.with, £132 13s. 2d.,
to which Mr Trgrny moved as an amend-
ment that the blank be filled up with £87 2s.
8d. On the question heing taken, the amend-

{ ment was rejected by a large majority.  The

question was then put on the original motion

when there appeared, yeas 2l—nays 13—
Thé grant is consequently sustained for that

amount, &

Immediately after this question was Cispos--
ed of, the House resumed, when Mr Nggp-
HAM rose and moved an address to his Ex-
cellency the Lieut. Governor, which in sub-
stance prayed that His Excellency would be
pleased to issue a commission to investigate
the chargss made on the floor of that House.
against the Bench of Magistrates in the coun-
ty of Northumberland, with reference to the
ship Looshtauk, which-passed:

. April 10.

Mr Jounson called the attention of the

“House to a Report of Mr Barberie’s speech of

the 4th inst, when on this Bili, (the Depu-

ty Tureasurers’ Salaries) and which appeared

in the Head Quarters of yesterday. The hon.
member then read as follows :—

. Mr_Barberie said, before progress was re-
ported he wished to say a few words inrefe-

rence to what had. fallen from the learned

member from Northumberland (Mr Johnson)

That learned gentleman in his (Mt Barba-

rie’s) opinion, departed from the Parliamen-

tary counrse of debate, and had chosen to make
a_most unwarranted attack on the private
character of the Depnty Treasurer at Dalhou~
sie—a gentleman whose character for hono-

rable conduct, strict integrity, and honesty of
purpose, stood far too high to be at all sullied-
by any insinuation from the. gentleman who

had chosen to descend so low in debate as to
make a personal. attack on an individual who
was not there defend himself.—He (Mr Barbe.
rie) would, ir the name of his friend, throw
back the aspersion in the face and teeth of
the hon. member who made it, and would
tell bim that it was a base fabrication ; that
it was not only unparliamentary in de-
debate,. but it was ungentlemanly and un-
manly. He would ask and demand of the
learned member what he meant by the asser-
tion that the Deputy Treasurer o!y Dalhousie
kept two establishments 2 If by a person-
owning two houses and renting one of them
was to be a justification for such an attack,.
he (Mr Barberie) could not view it in that
light, and the insinunation was therefore more
base and uncalled for. That gentleman’s
character was too well known in the commu-
nity where he resides, for his charitable and
kind disposition to the poor and fatherless, to
be at all affected by any such unfounded in-
sinuations as those thrown out by.the hon.
member from Northumberland, and only that
it was made in debate, he (Mr Barberie)

should have considered it too mean and low
for notice ; as it was he felt it due to the gen-

“tleman who was absent, to call the hon. mem-

ber to.account, and to caution him for the fu-
“ture. o

* The hon. and learned member had never
failed to trumpet his own praise within the
walls of that House, and in his numerous
speeches to the gallery, and to tell them how
high he stood in the estimation of the public
—asa young man of merit and abilities if his
profession ; that he. stood at the top of his
_profession; how learned he. was in the law,
‘in literature, and in science; that he had lec-
tured at the Mechanics’ Institute, andin every
hole and corner of his county, to the piaise
‘and admiration of every body, and that anly,

| the young and rising, raen should hold office.

Now, if that gentleman should succeed to of-
fice upon his own terms, and according to his
own measure of vapity and conceit; the Lord
help the Province. (Laughter) Why, the
whole available revenues would not satisfy
him—his services could never be paid for,
His vanity, if possible, exceeds his beauty,all

of which he never fails to tell us in his words, .

actions, and gestures. (Great laughter.”)

My Johnson continued, stating that nosuch
words as were here reported were ever uttered
in the House.

Mr Barberie said the report was correct;
he would endorse them, and then and there
repeated them.

Mr Johnson immediately moved the stand-
ing order; the gallery was cleared, and the
House sat tully an hour with closed doors.

St. John New Bruaswicker, April 12

Tt willbe seen by our Legislative summary
to day, that the Bill relating to the collection
of the revenue bas passed the house. This
bill contains some siringent sections imposing
penalties upon parties who are caught smug-
gling. It also reduces the salary of the Trea-

surer to £500. It was proposed. to reduce it

to £400, and this was supported by Messrs.
Steves, Gilbert, Johnson, Barberie, Williston,
Stiles, English, Beawdsley, and Ryan. . Some
of the members opposed reducing the salary
of the Treasurer atall. They are, hon. Mes-
srs. Rankin and Stieet, and Messrs. Wilmot;
Gray, Montgomerv and Robinson. We are
decidedly in lavor of paying ajl public officers
a fair yemuncration for their services, but
nothing more, and when. we find: men who
iepresent this community opposing. any re-
duction in salaries whizh are on all hands al.
lowed to be t00 Jarge, we would caution them
how they act.  Coolness and circumspection
and a desire 0 represent the views and inter -
ests of their constituents fairly and fully,
shouid be their. motto. The people expect
that every pledge will be faithfuily carried
out.

Pay to the members of the Legislaiive Coun-
cil.—The rejection of the Bill by the Assem-
bly to provide pay for the Mémbers of the
Legislative Council appears to mest with the,
approbation of the Press and the People. The
€onduct of a majorily of this body in reject-
itg the elective principle. has raised a feeling

i againgt them, which will not soon subside
and most persons Will back the Honse for
{ taki

ing this determined stand in order ‘to
bring these jrvesponsibles to their senses. 1t

e

is thought that in order to be revenged on the
‘House, the Council will refuse passing the
Bill to pay the members ot the Assembly.
Whether they do so or not, we trust the house
will petition her. Majesty, to  dissolve the
House by Royal Proclamation, ard this will
doubtless have the Cesired effect. The people
are not now in aframe of mind to allew
themselves to humbugged any longer.

Guropean  News.
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B March 22. y
BREADFUL COLLIERY ACCIDFNT IN SCOT-

LAND. »
Loss of Sixty‘@e Lives —Early on Saturday
morning a fearfdl explosion tooi place at the-
coal pit of Mr George Coats, near. Nitsbil':
between two and three miles from Pais
ley. The Victoria Pit, in which the explo:
sion took place is the deepest in Scotland, be-
ing 1050 feet deep at the downcast shaft,
which is situated about centre of the southern
edge ofthe workings. from which the inclina-
tion of the strata tends upwards to the north,
at an angle of about one foot in five, so that
the upcast shait or pit, which is about &
quarter of a mile distant from the working
pit, the workings are only 780 feet below, the
surface. d
Saturday being pay day,a large number of
the men employed in the pit had commenc!
work at an earlier hour than is usual on oiher
days, and at the time the explosion took place
about sixty three men and boys had gone
down. " This was about twenty minutes ©
five 0’clock, 2nd the report was so loud that
it was' distinctly heard at Paisley. The
whole neighborhood, of course, was alarmed.
and on the people rushing to the pit mouth i
was found thatone of the cages, which had
descended a few fathoms, had been blown UP
the shaft to probably the height of the Pt
framing, some thirty feet above ground, 8¢
after jerking the rope off the.pulley at the 10P
of the framing, fell back down the shaft. g
The shaft presented a scene of wreck and

similar occasion of a coal-pit explosion.
wood work had been blown from the bottom™
of the shaft, and scattered for one hundred’
er. The same appearances were present
round the ventilating pit mouth, called the
¢ Free Trader,” and situated at the distanc®
of half a mile from the main down shaft.

Every effort was immediately made to &
lieve those who might remain alive beloW
but this was a work of extreme difficulty, 9
the shaft was choked by various obstruction®
On Sunday evening, the menemployed reach”
ed the bottom of the shaft, where two me
were found alive, but in an extremely wed
and exhansted condition. They were immé
diately brought to the surface, and means
were taken for their restoration. = TheY
plosion. '

The latest particulars state, that from €5
aminations which had taken place, it hd
been ascertained the that work of recovering
the bodies would be one of time and danger—
Two dead bodies have been brought up,“"“t
the bulk of the others, fifty-nine-in numbe’
are snpposed to be in another portion of 1B
pit, the approaches to which are: so
with foul air, that the miners were beate!"
back. ‘There is no hope that any of those I
the pit remain alive. A number of cofif®®
have been made to receive the bodies of thos¢
who may be brought to the surface.

Ireranp.—There are now 244,206 person®
in the workhouses of Ireland, and 6,450 €&
ceiving out-door relief,

Potatoes are likely tobe grown to a grea®
er extent in Ireland this year than in 80
year since the disastrous blight in 1946,

The annual flax sowing in Ulster'avef!‘ge-’_
50,000 acres. For the rest of Treland it '*
but 4000.  Supposing each of the other P I
vinces to cultivate flax as extensively as Ud
ster, the value of the crep for all Ireld®
would, it is estimated, be £4,500,000. 5

The tide of emigration continues, the 'm',
grants being chiefly persons of a superier he'
ceription.  During last year draughts t0 th‘
amount of £25,000 were paid through B
office of Mr. Miley, emigrant agent in D! ‘
lin, remitted from former emigrants to brife

lin was-drawn upon to the extent of £100
for the same purpose.

pers- announce the unconditional surre™ i-
of the fort Dharoor, in the Nizam’s d"mm‘.;
ons, on the 4th February, and give a fej‘"a,
that a portion of the -Prince’s territory. he
been made over to the Government © lh,-
Iast India company as an equivalent for i
debt of £60,000 due 1o it. :
"The China papers confirm the intellige™
of the death of Commissioner Lin. K”X’";E
had fallen into disgrace at the Chinise © :s.
for showing a predilection to Villf“?’”-n,
Fears were entertained of a new Chinese’
surrection in the disturbed provinces: the
The North China Herald announces =
discovery of an interesting race of JeW2 '
the interior of the country, 850 m“e"f?on
Pekin, by some missionaries of the ro?
Society, i
Turkry.—The insurrection in Bos!
stili far from being extinet. The conque

nce

aid
st of

2 . . e jsh”
the city and citadel of Banjaluka has m‘:;,ic
ed the insurgents with a stronghold by ¢ theil

it is likely they will be able to suppor

rotestd

and that “some Pdwer ought to take 1.223
of these beautiful and wretched provl

sof

From Willmer & Smith’s Europen.n Times;

could give n¥ account of the cause of the €5

“out their friends. The Royal Bank of 0300'

Tar Overvanp Main.—The Bombﬁyp‘;’

plans. The Anstrian Reichszeitung D alisis
that the condition of the Bosnian M':rolme.'
and christinns is distressing in the €% i,art

havoe suchas perhaps was never seen on a0y

yards all round the pit-head in a perfect sho¥
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