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* LEGISLTIVE NEWS. 
NEW BRUNSWICK. 

House or Assemsry, April 5. 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
FISHERIES. 

Mr Gray, from the committee appointed 
'®n the ¢laventh day of February last, to take 
“Into consideration all matters connected with 
+e Fisheries of this Province, submitted 

© Beir Report ; and he having read the same, 
¢ ed it in at the Clerk’s Table, where it 
Was again read and is us follows : 

"= The Committee to whom was referred the 
| Mubject of the Fisheries, beg to Report— * 

at they have taken the same into con- 
Sideration, and in addition to the various Pe- 
“Milions and documentary evidence brought be- 

Te the Committee, have examined several 
practical men, extensively engaged in the 

Isheries : That they are unanimously of 
Opinion, that the Fisheries, which from the 

,Jeographical position ol this Province, ought 
“1 constitute one of its most valuable resour- 
tes, and which at one time formed an _exten- 
‘Sive article of export, have during the last 
rently years fallen offal least foity per cent: 

That this remark is applicable both to the ri- 
~ Yerand harbor Fisheries, and to the deep sea 

isheries ; and for the better information of 
this honorable house, the committee will se 
rately assign the reasons to which they at, 

* Uibute “that depreciation. or 
~~ First, with regard to the River and Harbor 

‘ Fisheries : The injury has resulted from 
~ Wilding Dams and making other obstructions 
_ ¥crosg the streams and rivers to which the 
_ Jalmon and other Fish have been in the ha- 

y bit of resorting for spawning from throwing 
fw dust.and mill rubbish into the streams 
nd riyers—and from spearing, catching, or 
¥%boying the fish on the spawning grounds, 
in thoge cases where the rivers, not being ob: 
$Mrueted, the spawning grounds can be reach- 

i These causes tend to divert the Fish 

mn 

from their old haunts, 10 drive them away 
the rivers and harbors of the Province, 

ig to disturb and destroy them while breed- 

Secondly, as to the Deep Sea Fisheries : 
The decrease, more especially as regards the 

: Herring Fishery, has resulted Irom the des- 
ction of the fish during the spawning sea- 
%0n on the spawning grounds, particularly at 

southern head of Grand Manan,—from 
throwin, gurry or offal overboard on the fish- 
Ng orounds— from the improper mode in 
Which the Fish for exportation, in many in: 
Mances, are cared—[rom the Americans, in 

“Sirect violation of the treaty between Great 
Britain and the United States, resorting in 
21% numbers to our fishing grounds, and 
~Srying on the fisheries in our own waters, 
Under advantages (resulting from the high 
Protective duties and the bounties given by 
Ser Government) with which it is impos- 
¥ble for our Fishermen to compate—from tha 
Ant of proper inspectors of the cured and 

Pickled fish—and from the insufficiency of 
+ 98 existing Laws in not providing for pro- 

I officers ' to look after and enforce the 
hrovisions made by Law respecting the Fish- 

es, 

With regard to the River and Harbor Fish- 
fies, they would recommend that one or 
Ore Wardens or Officers be appointed in 

*ach County, to Jook after and enforce the 
Provisions of the several Laws respecting the 
isheries, and the erdinances made by the 

Uthorities of the respective counties, by vir. 

Ue.0f any powers conferied upon them by 

Law , and particularly to see that in cvery 
tam or other obstruction now built, of here. 

Alter 10 be built or placed across the various 
Bleams and rivers of this Province, a proper 
ad suitable fish-way shall he made and kept: 
lok no saw. dust or mill rubbish shall be al- 

Wed or put, directly or indirectly, by any 
1800s, in any of the rivers or streams of the 
#9%inee, That no killing or spearing of the 
Pi: be permitted on the spawning grounds 

Sting the spawning season. Such Wardens 
Officers to be paid or remunerated ‘as 

Provided hy a Law hereafter to be submitted 
fo this Hoporable House by the commitiee 

* that purpose. 
y 

ith regard to the Deep Sea Fisheries, | 
Y recommend that strong Legislative en- 

i Ments should be made to prevent the des- 
Uelion or the catching of the Fish on the 

ao Huing grounds during the spawning Sea 
iid in the Bay of Fundy and the Gull of St. 
Wience—to prevent the throwing of gurry 

4 offal overboard on the fishing grounds— 
= Establish a stringent inspection ofall cu- 

tap d pickled fish intended for sale—and 
Uh, Provisions should be made by law 10 
(8% effect, and officers appointed thereunder 
enforce them. 
B 

tans” 

or 

there are other important considera 
Ons connected with the Deep Sea Fisheries ready referred to, 
Which it is the duly ol is commitiee 10 

’ 

© | call the attention of the House. Whilst they 
are of opinion that if placed upon an equal 

| footing With others, the fishermen of this Pro- 
| vince would require no encouragement, save: 
the returns which always follow from steady 

| mot hesitate to state to this honorable house, 
| that the advantages possessed by the Ameri- 
can fishermen above set forth, are such as ut 

{ terly to prevent a fair or successful prosecu- 
| tion of the Fisheries by our own people, and 
one of three things is absolutely necessary; 
either 4 : J 

1st. That the stipulations of the Treaty be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States, as 
respects the Fisheries of this Province, shonld 
be rigidly enforced: or 

2nd. That zrrangements should be made 
with the United States Government to ad- 
mit ithe productions of our Fisheries into 
their markets, free {from the present protective 
duties: or ! 

3rd. That such Bounties should be given 
by our local Government as would put onr 
Fishermen upon equal terms with the Ame- 
rican Fishermen, ' 5 
The practical men examined before this: 

Committee, all state that with either of these 
alternatives they would be content ; that they 
ask no favor, but simply fair and impartial 
justice ; and the committee cannot hesitate 
to coincide in the correctness of these views, 
and to say, that one or the other of the above 
alternatives must be carried out if the valua- 
ble Deep Sea Fisheries of this Province are, 
in the opinion of this house, woith preserv- 
ing. 
Fhe Committee have, in accordance with 

the foregoing views, prepared three Bills, in- 
tituled severally— ! 

A Bill for the protection and regulation of 
the Sea and River Fisheries of this Province. 
A Bill to provide for the inspection of dried 

and picked fish : and ; 
A Bill for the encouragement of the Fish- 

ries, 

Which are herewith submitted ; and they al- 
| so beg to refer this honorable nouse to the 
{ suggestions contained in the Memorandum 
{ of Captain Robinson, R. N.; a Member of this 
I Committee, which is appended to this Re- 
| port, and ‘which, in the opinion of "this Com- 
| mittee, are worthy of the most serious con- 
1 sideration. 1308 

The Committee cannot close this Report 
| without strongly urging upon this House the 
| importance ot so valuable a source of weulth 
! to this Province ; theyalso think, that, if pos- 
| sible, “Legislative encouragement should be 
| given to the establishment of Nautical Schools 
| in the Fishing Districts, thereby terding to 
i elevate the character of a most deserving class 
i of our countrymen, and to give’ them those 
t privileges and benefits which are enjoyed by 
| others, whose better destinies enable them to 
| obtain a livelihood on an element less stormy 

and {rom pursuits less dangerous. 
J. H. Gray, 
J. I. Williston, 
B. Botsford, 
J. J. Robinson, 
R. Gordon, 
Wm. Porter, 

Committee Room, 5th April 1851. 

Memorandum of J. J. Robinson, Commander 
Royal Navy, accompanying bhe aforegoing Re- 
port. 

The existing mode of protecting the fishes 
ries in this Province by two Men-of- War, viz. 
one on the North Shore, or Bay Chaleur, the 
other in the Bay of Fundy, for a few summer 
months, does not answer the purposes con: 

{ templated, although the officers thus em- 

i ployed are most zealous in performing, their 
i duties while on station for the two follow 
+ 10g most simple and evident reasons. 

i Inthe first place, they come too late and 
£0 away tou soon ; arriving in May or June 

1 and going awayin October, the early hewring 
lishery, (ag witness this year,) and late line 
fishing, being thereby entirely neglected, and 

, their generally coming to the Province as 
i perfect strangers, By the time the Comman- 
jder and Officers have learned the different 
idocalities and details, it is time by the orders 

i fiom the Comm nder in Chief, tv return to 
i Halifax and tha same. vessel seldom or eve: 
Comes a second tine, 

| Secondly, The yesseld are too large, and 
j the risk too great for them to be daily moving 
| about among the different small harbors, so 
1 essential to the proper performance ofthe du- 
ty ; and coming, ag those vessels generally do 

{from the West Indies they are generally and 
| maturally more alarmed at our fogs than the 
{ masters of fishing vessels and others navigat- 
Ing our waters, To rernedy this, it is prope 
that the Imperia) Governmdnt be. addressed, 
to send from England four or five small Cut: 

{ lers, (such as are used in the different sta- 
j tons there) 19 be permanently employed on 

our Coasts, in lieu of the two Men-of- War al- 
The expense ot these ves- 

sels would not be more than one of thei, 

+ for a'sloop’s com 

ol fore he would rot give it. 

officer and man i whole of them ; and by 
distributing them during the winter at the 
| different towns on the coast, they would be 
ready to proceed early inthe spring to their 

industry and honorable competition, they doi respective stations, as well as to render dur. 
"ing the winter months, assistance, in case of 
fire, or perform any other services that might 
be required. f 
The Officers commanding these vessels 

i should be clothed with power from the ‘Lieu. . 
| tenant Governor of the Province for the time 
being, to assist in carrying into effect the dif 
fervent local laws relative to the Fisheries and 

| Revenue, as well as the Tieaties of the Im- 
| perial Government. 

The immense importance also this arrange. 
ment would be to the trade and navigation 

i of the Province, must not be lost sight of, in. 
saving the crews and property of wrecked 
vessels, for it it is a fact known fo every in- 
haovitant of the Bay of Fundy, that the United 
States Revenue Cutter has assisted every 
British vessel in distress for years. ' 
And his Excellency the Lieutenant Gove 

ernor should be requested to forward a copy 
of such Address to the Admiral, Commander 
in Chief of the Station, requesting his advo- 
caling the measure ; for every witness exam- 
ined before this. Committee ‘most distinctly 
stated, that were the fisheries effectually pro- 
tected, they would require no other bounty 
to compete with their neighbors, the inhabi- 
tants of the United States, / 

J. J. Rosinson, Commander, R.N. 
Committee Room, 5th April, 1851. 

Ordered, T'hat the Report be accepted. 

Last week we published Mr Barberie's 
speech, delivered when the House was dis 
cussing the Bill for reducing the salaries of 

i the Deputy Treasurers, in which he took Mr 
Johnson to task for some expressions made 
by that gentleman in the course of the de- 
bate. We copy below, from the Head Quar- 
ters, Mr Johnson's reply: 

Mr Jonnson rose and said, that the hon- 
"and learned member from Restigouche had 
attempted to be witty at his expence; and dl- 
go called him (Mr Johnson) to account for 
the language he had seen fit to use in debate. 

"In the first place he would tell the hon, and 
| learned member that the language he (Mr 
" Johnson) used was parliamentary language, 
and that, standing as he did in a public eapa 
city, he was accountable for the language he 
used, not to the hon. and learned member for 
Restigouche, but to that hon. House. There 
were circnmstances which it would beim- 
proper and unparliamentary to explain on the 
floor of that House, but which it was per- 
fectly parliamentary to allude to in debate, 
and the matter to which be alluded was one 
of those circumstances. He would, however, 
have no objection to give an explanation at 
the proper time and in the proper place, to 

{ the hon. member for Restigouche, or to any 
| gentleman Who was anxious to inquire into 
the matter, but this was neither the time nor 

| the place for such an explanation, and there- 
8 The hon. and 

learned member had favored the House with 
the opinion which he (Mr Barberie) enter- 

| tained of bis (Mr Johnsons) talents and at- 
| tainments. It mattered little to him what 
| opinions that hon. member entertained on 
| that or any other point; but when the hon, 
{ member said that he was in the habit ot trum- 
I'peting forth his own praise, that hon. member 
made an assertion which the. ‘whole House | 
knew to be unfounded. He had too much 

respect for himself, and for the hon. House of 
which he was a member, to retort tn the un- 
parliamentary: lanziage indulged in by the 
hon. member for Restigouche, and ‘Kad no 
wish to descend to personal scurrility. But 
he defied the hon. and [earned member to 
pointonta single instance in whieh be had 
indulged in the self laudation attributed to 
him. When he spoke of the clouds of young 
men leaving the Province, he could have had 
no reference to himself, for he had not left the Province—nor ‘had he reference to youn 
men belonging to the profession of which he _had the honor to be a member; but he would 
tell the hon. and learned member what he had 
reference to, . He had reference to the young men educated at the expence of the Provinca —for the Province paid largely for every edu- | 
cational establishment in the country=-who, 
after baving received thar education, and ac 
quired a knowledge of mercantile affairs, 
learned a trade; or devoted themsslyes to aris 
cultural pursuits, that such young meu, find- | the letter of the G 
ing the doors to office and distinction barred 
aginst them, were driven from their native 
country, in order that others might enjoy the 
high salaries which should have gone to en: 
rich the public treasury, These were, the 

young men he had refarance to, Ihe intelli- 
gent, the honest, the enargetio, and the indus: 
tri04s young men who wera driven to foreign 

ceonntries, 10 enrich with their talents and in. 
dustry a foreign soil, ‘I'he hoa. member from 
Restigouche might entertain just what oping 

any of the first class would. ion he pleased of his (Mr Johnson’s) abilities 
either as a professional man, or as a member 
of that House. The profession and the pub- 
lic would form their own opinions on that 
ont, irrespective of the hon. member from 

Restigouche. He was not ambitious of weigh- 
ing himsell in the scales against that hon.and 
learned member, for in one respect he would 
be found much lighter than the hon. member, 
but he was willing that the House and the 
country weigh both, and decide between them. 

| With respect to the explanation sought for, 
he again repeated that it should not be given 
in that House, at the bidding of the hon, and 
learned ‘member, but it would not he with- 
held, if properly asked for, from any gentle- 
man, ata proper time, and in a proper place. 
The St. John Freeman, received by Fri- 

day’s mail, thus explains the mystery in which this business was enveloped : 
Mr Johnson drew the attention of the house 

to a report in the Head Quarters of the pre- 
ceding day, of the remarks made by Mr Bar- 
berie, when on a former occasion this same 
subject was under discussion. In that report 
Mr Barberie was mace to say that an asser- 
tion of his (Mr Js) was: a gross: fabrication. 
He did not believe such language was used, as 
if he so understood the hon, member, he 
would have felt called on to move that the 
chairman do leave the chair. 

After some further remarks, Mr Barberie 
said that the veport ol his speech on a former 
occasion, which had been read, was perfect] 
correct; he had said the language, and if 
there was any doubt about it, he would again 
adopt it, 
Mr Johnson at once moved that the chair- 

man do leave the chair. The standing Order 
was then moved, and the house cleared of 
strangers, &ec. After an absence of nearly 
two ‘hows, when we were re-admitted, we 
found the house again engaged in the discuss 
sion of the bill. } ; 

f April 16. 
The Debate on the State of the ? Piostice 

was resumed in the House. ) Ja, 
Mr” Cutler spoke first—said the Colonial 

Minister was not so much to blame, as he al- 
ways attended to business and complied to 
the wishes of the people, unless other influ- 
ences were brought to bear—asseited the right 
ol the house to the despatches, and upheld 
the Resolutions. ’ ‘ 
Mr Johnson next made an able argumenta- 

tive speech. Said the Resolutions were Mag- 
na Charta, and Bill of Rights of the Colony, 
as they affirmed their rights—quoted Mont- 
gomery Martin to show what Responsible Go- 
vernment is—said they were justified in 
bringing on the question now. 
Mr Botstord asserted the right of the house’ 

to the despatches—would resist the intefe- 
rence of the Colonial Minister, but would do 
so by remonstrance—the Government had 
acted most prudently with the interests of 
the Country—salaries must be reduced—al- 
luded to Mr Gray's speech. 
Mr Gray denied that he wag opposed to re- 

duction, and alluded to the Sularies of the At- torney Geveral and Secretary as not too high 
—he now asked Government not in order to 
satisfy him, but’ the tame followers of” their 
own shattered administration, what reduction 
they intended to propose, 
Mr Street was not allowed to speak _— 

spurned the imputation with indignation. 
Mr Hanningtou said a Responsible Go- 

vernment was the only one to bring the colo- 
ny into a proper stafe—Dbriefly defended the 
former Government—alluded to the Attorney 
| General saying the Government were cor- 
| rupt=—to admit of appointments by Earl Gray, 
j was to admit the foundation of British Su- 
premicy on this continent—no Government 
can stand if not prepared to reduce Salaries 
—did not believe the Attorney General sin- 
cerely intended to do so—a fine system if the 
Governor could send home despatches with- 
out the knowledge of his Council—it should 
be stopped if'in no other way, by having an 
Jiléctive Governor, he would support the 
Resolutions because he believed they were 

for the interests of the country—reckless of 
the consequences. He had other resolutions 
to propose. That Mr Baillie bs called upon 

110 refund what he had been over-puid — That 
he approved of the despatch relative to RElec- 
tive ¢ we empiri the immediate reduction 
of salaries—the Governoy ro 
Judges to £600, to £1,500 and the 
Mr Needham followed Tera very powerful 

speech—commente on the Despatches and 
ov WR y 

Compact had beep es 
Government—adye, ion of th salaries of th cated the reduction of the 

; e Governor and Mr Shore and 

{ 

J others, spoke tw hours, Mr Wilmot attempt. ed to speak, but the members were tired, and et House adjourned at halfpast Gve—He 
takes the floor in. the morming 1 

CC April 17. 
Mc 

1 

The , division ‘has been taken on 
Ritchie's Resolutions. « + oll go 

On the first, for the smendment—Messra 
. 

| 

|


