
170 THE GLEANER , 30% 

ii —— — : 

some miserable substitute, We should find 
ourselves grumbling at heavy taxes laid on 
nearly all the Agassi an Shas go 
~—even upon salt; blaspheming at the 
prices of coffee, tea and duper, whieh confined 
these articles, in any adequate abundance, to 
the rich and easy classes of society; paying 
twofold for our linen shirts, threefold for our 
flannel petticoats, and above fivefold for our 
cotton handkerchiefs and stockings; receiv- 
ing our newspapers seldom, poverty-strick- 

~ ea, and some days after date: receiving ‘our 
Edinburgh letters in London a week after 

were written, and paving thirteenpence 
halfpenny for them when delivered ; exchang- 
ing the instantaneous telegraph for the slow 
and costly express by chaise and four ; trav- 
elling with soreness and fatigue by the ‘old 

* heavy,’ at the rate of seven miles an hour, in-’ 
stead 26, By the Great Western at fifty; and 
refapsiug from the blaze of: light which gas 
now pours along our streets into a perilous 
‘and uncomfortable darkness, made visible by 
a few wretched oil lamps scattered at distant 

intervals. But these would by no means 
comprise the sum total, nor the worst part of 
the descent into, barbarism. We should find 
our criminal law in a state worthy of Draco; 
executions taking place by the dozen ; the 
stealing of five shillings punishable and pun- 
ished ar severly as mu r; slavery and the 
slave trade flourishing in their palmiest atro- 

sity. We should pe the liberty of the sub- 
ectat the lowest ebb ; freedom of discussion 
and writing always in fear, and frequently in 
Sopardy i religious rights trampled under 
foot; Ca holics slaves, not citizens ; dissent- 
zs still disabled and despised.  Parliument 
uareformed; public jobbing flagrant and 
shameless ; gentlemen drank a bottle where 
they now drink a glass, and measured their 
capacity by their cups; and the temperance 
medal was a thing undreamed of. The peo- 
plein those flag were little thought of, where 
they are now main topic of discourse and 
statesmanship ; steamboats were unknown, 
and a voyage to America occupied eight weeks 
instead of ten days ; and while in1850 a pop- 
ulation of nearly 20,000,000 paid .£50,000,000 
‘of taxes, in 1801 a_ population of 15,000,000 
paid no less than £43,000,000. 

"LEGISLATIVE NEWS. 
NEW BRUNSWICK. 

. Fredericton, Saturday March 15. 
"This morning the Road Committee (one 
member from each County) was sitting. In 
‘the meantime the House went into Commit- 
tee and passed a bill to incorporate the Nor- 
thumberland Straits Fishing Company; ca- 
pital £20,000. 

<The house then resumed committee on the 
Municipal Corporation Bill. 
Mr. Chapman said there should be time 

given for consideration, he therefore moved 
the postponement of the bill until the next 
session of Legislature. 

After a few remarks from Messts. Taylor 
and Johnson in opposition to postponement, 
Mr. Chapman said he would not press the 

-wotion if it did not meet with the wishes of 
the committee. 
. Mr. Farle seconded the motion. He was 

«opposed to Municipal Corporations, as it 
would lead to direct taxation. 
Mr. Crane followed, and spoke of the peo- 

ple managing their own affairs in sarcastic 
terms, 
The Hon. Attorney General then spoke for 

two hours and a hali, recapitulating and re- 
. plying to the arguments adduced in oppositi- 
‘onto the bill. He ridiculed the idea of ma- 
3 king the bill coercive, stating his conviction 
‘that’ the Government and Legislature could 

not force Municipal institutions upon the peo- 
~ ple. Healso sneered at the idea of Govern- 
ment coming down to the house to ask for 

' the power to initiate money votes ; he said it 
would be seeking to deprive the house of one 
of its privileges. He charged Mr. Ritchie 
with ammanliness in moving a vote of want of 
confidence, when he (Mr. Street) was in the 
lobby with his hands tied and his tongue gag- 

zed, and for pot having moved a vote of want 
of confidence last session, 

Mr. Ritchie retorted, asking the Attorney 
General why ke had not moved a vote of 
want of confidence last year, when he was in 
opposition. He also quoted from Mr Street's 
address to his constituents last June, when pe 
railed the Government * politically dishonest * 
and attacked him for having joined that djs. 
honest Government, instead of helping him 
{ Mr. Ritchie) te turn them out, as the coup. 
try expected him to do. As to his moving 5 
vote of want of confidence in the Government 
for their past acts, he asked what business 
was that of his (Mr Street's) Who Was con. 
staotly exclaiming that be did not identify 
himself with those acts? Mr Ritchie wound 
up by quoting from one of Mr. Street’s spee. 
ches of last session, wherein ke blamed the 
Goverment in good round terms, for not 
coming down to the house and proposing that 
ihe Initiation of Money votes should be yield- 
ed upto them. ; 

Mr. Street strove hard to explain away 
some of the inconsistencies. with which he 
was charged, but with little eflect. 

Mr. Needham then commented upon Mr. 
Street's speech ‘and the bill, with much wit, 
and the house (and 
convulsed With laughter, : 
The question for postponing the bill was 

then put, and pegatived, tha minarity being 
- Mesers. Chapman, Crane, Earle, and Gilbert, | 

Mtr. Ritchie then pointed out difficulties in : 
the first section, 10 which the Attorney Gene- 
zal replied. His Honor the Speaker and Mr. 
Jebasan proposed amendments, but the cor- 

- 

galleries) was frequently | 

mittee F- and ried progress without 
coming to any py Tb Dri . 
[r= er] 

@ditor’s Department. 
MIRAMICHI, 

CuaTaaw, Mowpay, Maron 24, 1851. 

EVURUPEAN NEWS, 
We have obtained our English papers to 

the Ist instant, by the Royal Mail Steamer 
Asia, at New York. They furnish but little 
news of interest in addition to that which we 
gave in a telegraphic despatch trom the Hali- 
fax Sun last week :— : 

No Ministry had yet been formed. Ford 
Stanley had been unsuccessful in forming a 
Cabinet, and it was generally supposed Lord 
John Russell would still hold the reins of 
Government, There were some talk of plac- 
ing the Duke of Wellington at the head of af- 
airs. 3 
The London Standard of Feb. 28th says : 

Lord Stanley has failed in forming a Ministry 
and has in consequence restored to Her Ma- 
jesty the commission with which she had 
entrusted him. pt 

The ports of Glasgow and Greenock show 
an increase of Customs’ revenue for the year 

a total of more than £1,000,000 sterling per | 
annum. * + 
The news from France is uninteresting.— | 

The anniversary of the Revolution had passed | 
off without any disturbance. whatever. Ru- 
mours are afloat that Austria contemplates | 
the invasion of Switzerland. The Piedmon- | 
tese arearming (o defend the Italian refugees | 
in their States. i 
By advices from Vienna of the 22nd ult. 

rumours wete still rife of an-Austrian expedi- 
tion against Switzerland. ; 

Very little news from Rome, The Pope 
bas granted an amnesty to several of the ex- 
Roman constituent assemblies, and others 
have obtained intermediate periods of provi- 
sional liberty. 
The Turin papers give a rumour that 

the Northern powers have addressed a note to i 
the Piedmontese Government, demanding the | 
expulsion of the Italian immigrants, the sup-. | 
ression of the liberty of the press, and the 

immediate reconciliation with the Court of 
Rome. : 

Itis stated that the greatest activity pre-: 
vailsin the Piedmontese War Office and that 
extensive preparations are making for the de- 
fence of the country. 
The Turkish insurrection has been com- 

pletely quelled. A 
Itis shown in a return to Parliament, print- 

ed lately that the estimated net revenue of 
India for the year 1849-50, amount to £20,- 
498,412. and alter paying all chaiges, the esti- 
mated surplus will be £73,662 i 

COUNTY OF KENT. 
PUBLIC MEETING. —ELECTIVE LEGISLATIVE 

: COUNCIL. 
A Public Meeting, convened by the High 

Sheriff of the County in pursuance ofa requi- 
sition to him directed, was held in the €ourt 
House, in Richibneto. on Tuesday, the 18th 
inst, for the parpose of taking into. considera- 
tion the provisions ofa Bill now before the 
Provincial Legislature for establishing an 
Elective Legishtive Council in this Pro-. 
vince. A large number of Freeholders and 
others having assembled when the nonr 
of eleven o'clock arrived (being the hour ap-’ 
pointed for opening the meeting) the High 
Sheriff read the requisition, and called upon. 
the meeting to choose their Chairman. 
On motion of David Wark, Esq., Joseru 

Wernore, Esq, High Sheriff was unani- 
mously called to the Chair, and 
On motion of George Pagan, Esq., Ro- 

BERT HurTcmissonx was chosen Secretary 
10 the meeting. y 
The following Resolutions were then mo- 

ved, seconded, and passed unanimously. 
Moved by J. G. G. Layton, Esq., and se- 

conded by David M’Alman, Esq. : 
Resolved, As the opinion of this meeting, 

that a principal reason why the Legislative 
Council as at present constituted, has not gi- 
ven entire satisfaction to the country, is, that 
its members having been almost exclusively 
selected from a few of the most populous 
counties, they did not on all occasions, 
possess such information as would enable 
them satisfactorily to decide on questions af- 
fecting the local interests of the less favoured: 
Counties. 
Moved by David Wark, Bsq., and seconded. 

by Mr Wr. Brait : 
Resolved, "Fhat in the opinion of this meet- 

ting, the Government measure to establish an 
Elective Legislative Council, sa far from re. 
medying the evil complained of in the forego- 
Ing resolution, will aggravate and perpetuate 
It, by virtvally confining the whole represen- 
tation to the more populous counties, while it 
Will entail an enormous and unnecessary ex- 
pense on the Province ; and that we should 
therefore remonstrate in the strongest manner 
against the proposed annexation of this coun- 
ty to Westmorland, or any other measure. 
which would deprive the County of Kent ot 
a fair Fépresentation in the Legislature. or un- 
necessarily increase the burdens of the peo- 

+ ple; and that it is further the opinion of this 
i meeling, that a measure granting a fair repre- 
sentation 10 each respective County would be 
much more acceptable to a majonty of the: 

! Counties of ‘the Province, and migh* be so 
‘framed as 10 provids for filling up periodical 
‘vacancies in the representation at ons quir- 

favoured Counties, that on questions affect- 

ped a remedy for this would be provided in 

1850, ot more than £10,600, and now present | blishing an Elective Legislative Council ; 

"tation ef the district. 
* persuaded that the annexation of this 

‘ture of this Province. 

ter the expence contemplated by the Govern- 
ment Bill. 
Moved by Mr James Mooney, and seconded 

by Mr Robert Lawson : 
‘Resolved, That the substance of the forego- 

ing Resolutions be embodied in Petitions and 
forwarded to the Representatives of ihe 
County, to be presented to the Legislative 

uncil and House of Assembly. 
Mr Wark then submitted the following Pe- 

tition, which was approved of and adopted by 
the meeting : 

To the Honorable the House of. Assembly of 
New Brunswick, in General Session con- 
vened. p 

The Petition of the undersigned Electors, 
a others, Inhabitants of the County of 
ent : 

Humbly Sheweth— 

That the Members of the Legislative Conn- 
cil having heretofore been selected with 
scarcely an exception, from a few of the more 
populous Counties of the Province, com- 
plaints have sometimes been made in the less 
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ing their local interests, the members of that { 
Honorable House have not on all occasions 
possessed such information as would enable 
‘them to arrive ata correct decision ; and. that,” 
in eonsequence, the interests of such coun-. 
ties have suffered. That your Petitioners ho-. 

the Bill now betore the Legislature for esta" 

but they regret to find that the Bill referred 
to, so far from remedying the evil complained 
of, would aggravate and perpetuate it, inas- 
much as the leading county in each of the 
Electoral Districts proposed to be established, 
contains a majority of the population of the 
whole district, and in most cases also a majo- 
rity of the votes ; and, therefore, should the 
Bill become Law, it would virtually secure 
to such leading County the entire represen- 

Your Petitioners feel 
County 

to Westmorland, would amount to a denial 
to the County of Kent of any share in the re- 
presentation, and they believe that such an 
enactment would place a majority of the 
Counties of the Province in a similar posi- 
tion. They therefore feel bound to protest 
against any measure having so objectionable 
atendency. Your Petitioners further object 
to this measure on account of the enormous 
and unnecessary expense which would be in- 
curred in carrying it out. They believe that 
the employing of five returning “officers, one 
hundred sheriffs and subordinate returning of- 
ficers, and one hundred poll clerks, and the 
calling from their houses and occupations 
fifteen thovsand electors every second year, 
merely to fill up five vacancies in a branch 
of the Legislature, would occasion an expen 
ditare of the public money and a waste of the 
people’s time altogether disproportioned to 
the object to be attaines! ; and fuvther, that in’ 
the present depressed state of the Province, it 
is wpeither desirable nor politic to involve jt 
in the expense and excitement of three gene: 
ral elections every four years. Your Poti. 
tioners would respectfully suggest that of 
each of thesix counties containing twenty, 
thousand inhabitants and upwards were divi. 
ded into two Electoral Districts, and each of 
the remaining eight counties, for the present, 
constituted one, making twenty in all, each 
county or district being entitled to return one 
member to the Legislative. Council; the ad 
vantage of a fair local representation would 
thus be secured, while an election in five of 
these districts to fill up periodical vacancies, 
could be made at one quarter the expense 
Proposed to be incurred by the measure now 
efore the Legislature ; and they would fur- 

ther suggest, that as soon as any of the Fast 
named eight counties reaches a population of 
twenty thousand it should be entitled to re- 
turn a second member. Your Petitioners 
would respectfully crave the attention of your 
Honorable House to the Constitution of the. 
United States, which provides that each 
State, whether large or small, shall return 
two members to the Senate, and that the 
members shall'reside in the State they are 
chosen to represent ; and they believe that 
the satislactory working in that country of an 
Elective Upper House so constituted, entitles 
it to the serious consideration of the Legisla- 

Your Petitioners 
therefore pray your Honorable House, that in. 
Legislating on this important subject, a fair 
share of local representation may be secured 
10 each County in the Province, and that in 
providing for carrying the measure into effect 
due regard may be had to their economy. 
And in duty bound we will eye, pray. 
Moved by Mr Wark, and seconded by Mr 

Levy, That a committee of three persons he 
appointed by the Chairman, to carry into et- 
fect the object of the preceding Resolution, 
Passed unanimously. Whereupon Mr Wark, 
Mr Layton and Mr Hutchinson were nomi. 
nated by the Chairman to compose said corn- 
mittee. : 

Moved by Mr Creelman, and seconded by 
Mr John Shorrat, and carried unanimonsly : 
That copies of the Resolutions and. Peti- 

tions be transmitted by the Secretary to the 
Editor of the Gleaner, for publication, 
On motion of Mr John Clark.the Chairman 

then left the Chair, and Mr William Brait 
was called thereto, whereupon it was moved 
by Mr Layton, seconded by Mr Wark, and 
carried by acclamation : 
That the thanks of this meeting be tendered 

to Joseph. Wetmore, Esq, for his kindness 
lu acting as Chairman, and his able und im- 
artial conduct while occupying the Chair. 
ir Wetmore acknowledged “the vote in a 

brief and approprinte speech, 
Ou motion of Mr Layton a vote of thanks ings, and [ doubt not it will lead 

was cheerfully and unanimously accorded - 
Mr Wark for the vast amount of important 
and valuable information he had afforded jt 
meeting, on'a subject so vitally affecting thei 
privileges and interests. ~~ . 
Mr Wark replied to the vote in a very su! 

table speech, stating that he considered re 
be his bounden duty, as it certainly was hi 
determination, to exert his influence at & 
times and under all circumstances, to oh 
any undue advantage being taken whic 
would tend in any way to jeopardize the por 
litical interests of the County of Kent. 

R. HUTCHINSON, Secretary 
Richibucto, March 29, 1831. = 

Mr Editor, ’ i = 
My ios as Secretary to the meeting vp 

ps fulfilled, T would gladly avail my: iy 
is opportunity to afford your numerous ré £ 

ders a Aso A the very excellent and %- 3 
teresting speeches delivered by the 
gentlemen who moved and seconded the 1% 
pective resolutiors coatained in the fo 
ing communication ; but knowing that 
are anxious, a: this particular period, t0 po 
vote as much of your valuable journal to 
sayings and doings of our assembled wi 
as you possibly can, and the above commis 
cation being very long, I can only venture 
give you the merest outline of the 
speeches. > 
Mr Layton, in introducing the first Resold- 

tion, made a very excellent practical speech: 
explained the principles on which the eX 
ting Legislative Council are based, i 
out the evils following from the want of X 
information among the members of that! bis 
and fully sustained the views em in 
resolution. Noid: 
David McAlman, Esq. in seconding 

first resolution. commented at length 
the ‘constitution of the present £ 
Council, and the manner in which appl” 
ments to that body have hitherto inated] 
been made. He contended and demo cot 
conclusively that a few of the populous 
ties have engrossed the entire represenWify 
in thatbody. Mz McAlnsan was partic! 
emphatic in his remarks, and his speec »* 
listened to with much attention. resolv 
Mr Wark, in moving the second theft 

tion, observed that he believed it was the" 
political meeting over held in the : 
Kent, and he was extremely gratified 
such a large and respectable number 0} igi 
holders in attendance, as it evilenced 
mind that the people ofthe county felt 
interest in their political affairs ; and he Te 
the meeting would be productive of | ab 
good. He then proceeded to discuss the 
ject before the meeting, and succeeds he 
monstrating to the entire sacisinction 01] : 
meeting, that the Government Bill, if ca 
into effect, would virtnally exclude the 
counties in the Province from any share py 

“the representation in the Upper House. ©. 
then submitted wall arsgal stasis Ta 
ly proving the correctress of the ne . 
rth in The second Resolution a x 

tion, but as 1 believe these stati con 
shortly be in your possession in another 
munication, I shall at present abet [5 
any further notice of them. The allegat!é 
in the petition are predicated on these 5% 
ties, which contain much useful informsti%y 
of a local character, and are well worth, 
place in the columns of the Gleaner: . 
Wark’s speech throughont was 1em! 
lucid and argumentative, pe was rect 
with general satisfaction and applause... 
Mr Brait, in seconding the Resolution 

pressed his concurrence in the views some 
ated by Mr Wark, and commented at 
9th on the provisions of the Go 

ill, 
Mr James Mooney, on rising to move 

third resolution, remarked, that as the PI 
sions of the Bill now before the Le, shit 
for making the Legislative Council El by 
had been so ably and eloquently discussed | 
the several speakers who had p of 1° 
he would not occupy the attention Toic® 
meeting by touching upon any of the be 
that had been so thoroughly argued: wd 
lieved, however, the time had arrived—, 
he was strengthened in that conviction audi’ 
he looked round upon the intelligent ® og 
ence belore him, composed of the mah 
of the County—when it behoved every oun 
and assuredly every well-wisher of his sical 
try, to raise his voice in defence of his PO 
rights, and resist with firmness and ther 
nation the slightest encroachment pos ys be 
The voice of the people to be potent MT ive 
united, and be considered it the iMPET ql, 
duty of the people to make their voice / 
in the halls of Legislation, not alone ! | a 
their representatives, but by memos; jus 
petition ; and he regarded it as an act perm i 
tice to our Representatives, to place! {theif 
possession of the views and opinions 1do.? 
constituents. Feeling, as he ever mt 
deep interest in the prosperity of Bis Tog 
County, and believing that the Gover Lent 
Bill, if earried into operation, woul EB poli’ 
the County of Kent from assuming th% Tore, 
tical position in the Councils of the Co and 
which, from the intelligence, industy jd 
wealth of its inhabitants, it is justly © 0° 
to occupy; he therefore felt Bound °F p 
test against so unjust a measure, and donel® 
ded by moving the third Resolution: 

Mr Robert Lawson, in seconding or” 
lution, briefly explained his entire €2led 
rence in’the Sentiments which had € 
from Mr Mooney, A # the 

I have thus, Mr Editor, briefly notice my 
speeches, and I regret that it 18 PO". "A 

ifes 

other > 

power to do full justice to their 
strong degree of interest was man! 
the people during the whole of the 
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