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BECOLLECTIONS OF A POLICE 

: OFFICER. 

: MARY KINGSFORD, 
Ox reaching the spot where she had dis. 

appeased, 1 could not at first see her in con. 
sequence of the dark mourning dress she had 
on. Presently jk eraghicriaht of her, still up- 
borne by her spread clothes, but already car. 
ried by the swift current beyond my reach. 
The only chance was to crawl along a piece 
of round timber which projected further into 
the river, and by the end of which she must 
pass. This [ effected with some difficulty ; 
#ad laying myself out at full length, vainly 
emleavored, ‘with outstretched, straining 
arms, to grasp her dress. ~There was nothing 
loft for it but to plunge in after her. [ wil 
confess that I hesitated to dose. I was en- 
cambered with a heavy dress, and there was 
no time to put it off; and moreover, like 
most inland men, I was but an indifferent 
awimmer. ‘My indecision quickly vanished. 
The wretched girl, though gradually sinking, 
had not yet uttered a cry, or appeared to 
struggle 5 but when the chilly waters reached 
her lips, she seemed suddenly to revive toa 
consciousness of the borror ot her fate : she 
fought wildly with the engulphing tide, and 
shrieked piteously for help. Before one could 
count ten I'had siezed her by the arm, and 
lifted her head above the surface of the river. 
As Ldid 50 [ felt as if suddenly encased and 
weighed down by leaden garments, so quick- 
ly had my thick clothing and high boots suck- 
ed in the water. Vainly, thus burdened and 
impeded, did I endeavor to regain the rait ; 
the strong tide bore us outwards, and I gla- 
red round, in inexpressible dismay, for some 
means of extrication from the frightful peril 
in which I found myself involved. Happily 
right in the direction the tide was drifting us, 
a large barge lay moored by a chain cable. 
Eagerly T seized and twined one arm firmly 
round it, and thus partially secure, hallooed 
with renewed power for assistance. It soon 
came: a passer-by had witnessed the flight of 
“the girl and my pursuit, and was already has- 
tening with others to our assistance. A 
wherry was unmoored : guided by my voice 
they soon reached us; and but a brief inter- 
val elapsed before we were safely housed in 
an, adjoining tavern. : 
A change of dress, with which the land- 

Jord kindly supplied me, and a couple of glass- 
ess of hot brandy and water, soon restored 
warmth and vigor to my chilled and partially- 
benumbed limbs ; but ‘more than two hours 
elapsed before Mary, who had swallowed a 
good deal of water, was in a condition to be 
removed. T had just sent for a cab, when 
two police-officers well known to me, enter- 
ed the room with official briskness. Mary 
screamed, staggered towards me, and clinging 
to my arm, besought me with frantic ear- 
nestness to save her. 

¢ What is the meaning of all this?’ I ex- 
claimed, addressing one of the police offi- 
cers, 

‘ Merely,” said he, ‘that the young wo. 
man that is clinging so closely to you has 

just been committing & most audacious rob- 
bery'—— 

5 nl no—no—no I" broke in the terrified 
girl. 

¢ Oh, of courbe you'll say so, continued the 
officer. * All I know is, that the diamond 
brooch was found snugly hid away in your 
ewn box. But come, we have been after 
you for ‘the last three hours; so you had bet- 
ter come along at once. 

¢ Save me | save me I" sobbed poor Mary, 
ag she tightened her grasp upon my arm, 
and looked up with beseeching agony into 
ny face. 3 

* Be comforted,’ I whispered ; ‘ you shall 
go home with me. Calm yourself, Miss 
Kingsford, I added in a louder tone: ‘I no 
more believe you have stolen a diamond 
brooch than that [ have.’ 
..“ Bless you, Mr Waters,—bless you I she 
gasped during the intervals ol ber convulsive 
sobs, 

* Thera is some wretched misapprehension 
in this business, [ am quite sure,’ I continu. 
ed ; ‘ butat all events I shall bail her—for 
this night at least.’ 5 - 

* Bail her I" that is hardly regulaz,’ replied 
the officer. y 

‘ No; but youn will tell the superinten- 
dent that Mary Kingsford is now in my cas- 
tody, and that I answer for her appearance 
to-morrow.’ 
The men hesitated; but I stood too well 

al head quarters for them to do more than 
hesitate; and the cab [ had ordered being 
just then announced, I passed with Mary out 
of the room us quickly as I could, for I feared 
lise senses were again leaving her. The air 
revived her somewhat, and I lifted her into. 
the cab. placing myself beside her. She ap- 
peared to listen” in fearful doubt whether I 
should be allowed to take her with me ; and 
it wagnot until the wheels had made a score 
of revolations that her fears vanished ; then 
tarowing herself Upon my neck in an ecstasy 
of gratitude, she burst into a flood of tears, 
and continued till we reached home sobbing 
on my ‘bosom like a broken-hearted child. 
she had, IT found, been there about ten o'- 
o'clock to seek me, and on being told that 
1 was gone to Astleys, had started off to find 
me there. . 
Mary still slept, or at least had not risen 

when [left home on the following morning 
to endeavor to get at the bollom off the 

strange accusation preferred against her. I 
first saw the superintendent, who, after hear. 
ing what I had to gay, quite approved of all 
that I had done, and entrusted the case en- 
tirely to my care. 1 next saw Mr and Mrs 
Morris and Sophia Clark, and then waited 
upon the prosecutor, a youngish gentleman 
of the name of Saville, lodging in Essex 
Street, Strand. One or two things I head 
necessitated a visit to other officers of po- 
ice, incidentally, as 1 found, mixed up with 
the affair. By'the time all this was dove, 
and an effectual watch had been placed upon 
Mr Augustus Savile's movements, even- 
ing had fallen, and 1 wended my way to- 
wards home, both to obtain a little rest 
and hear Mary Kingsford’s version of the 
strange story. 
The result of my enquiries may be thus 

briefly summed up. Ten days before, Sophia 
Clark told her cousin that she had orders for 
Covent Garden Theatre ; and as it was not 
oue of their busy“ nights, she thought they 
might obtain leave to go. Mary expressed 
her doubts of this, as both Mi. and Mrs Mor- 

Dissenters, disapproving of playgoing, espe- 
cially for young women. Nevertheless So- 
phia asked, informed Mary that the required 
information had 1 readily accorded, and 
off they. went in high spirits, Mary especially, 
who had never been in a theatre in her life 
before. When there they were join by 
Hartley and Simpson, much to Mary's an- 
noyance and vexation, especially as she saw 

that her cousin expected them. She had, in 
fact, accepted the orders from them. At the 
conclusion of the entertainments they all 
four came out together, when suddenly there 
arose a hustling and confusion, accompanied 
with loud outcries. and a violent swaying of 
the crowd. The disturbance was, however, 
soon quelled ; and Mary and her cousin had 
reached the outer door, when two police offi- 
cers seized Hartley and his friend, and insist. 
ed on their going with them. A scuffle en- 
sued ; but other officers being at hand, the 
two men were secured, and caried off. The 
cousins, terribly frightened, called a coach, 
and were very glad to find themselves at 
home again. And now it came out that Mr 
Morris had been told that they were go- 
ing to spend the evening at my house, and 
had no idea they were going to the play. 
Vexed as Mary was at the deception, she was 

cousin's secret ; especially knowing as she 
{ did that the discovery of the deceit Sophia 
had practised would in all probability be fol- 
lowed by her immediate discharge. Hartley 
and his friend swaggered ou the following af- 
ternoon into the shop, and whispered to So- 
phia that their arrest by the police had arisen 
from a strange mistake, for which the most 
ample apologies had been offered and accep- 
ted. After this matters went on as usual, ex- 

cept that Mary perceived a growing inso- 
lence and familiarity in Hartley’s manner to- 

b wards her. His language was frequently 
quite unintelligible, and once he asked her 
plainly * if she did not mean that he should 
go shares in the prize she had lately found 2 
Upon Mary replying that she did not com- 
prehend him, his look become absolutely fe- 
rocious and he exclaimed : ; 

¢ Oh, that's your game, is it? But you 
had better not try it with me, my good girl, I 
advise you. 

So violent did he become that Mr Morris 
was attracted by the noise, and ultimately 

She had not seen either him or his com 
ion since. 
On the evening of the previous duy, a gen- 

tleruan whom she never remembered to have 
seen before, entered the shop, took a seat, and 
helped himself to a tart. She observed that 
after a while he looked at her very earnestly, 
and at length approaching quite close to her, 
said : 

‘ You were at Covent-Gardén theatre Tues- 
day evening week ?’ . 
Mary was struck, as she called it, all of a 

heap, for both Mr and Mrs Morris heard the 
question, 

¢ Oh, no ! you mistake,’ she said hurriedly, 
and feeling at the same time her cheeks kin- 
dle into a flame. 

* Nay, but you were, though,’ rejoined the 
gentleman. . And then lowering his voice to 
a whisper, said, © And let me advise you, il 
you would avoid exposure and condizn pun- 
ishment, to restore me the diamond brooch 
you robbed me of.’ 

a falsehood in denying that she was at the 
theatre on the night in question, and Mr Mor- 
TiS after that seemed inclined to believe any- 

thing of her. The gentleman persisted in his 

charge; but at the same time iterating 

Mary's boxes, as well as her person should be 
searched. This was done ; and to her utter 

consternation the biooch was found conceal- 
ed, they suid, ina black silk teticule. De- 

identified the brooch, but once more offered 
to be content with its restoration. This Mr 
Morris a just stern man would not consent 
to, and he went out to summon a police offi- 
cer,  Belore he returned, Mary. by the advice 
of both her cousin and Mrs Morris, had fled 
the house, 20d hurried ina state of distraction 

dy knows. 

¢ Itis a wretched business, I said to my 
wife, as soon as Mary Kingsford had retired 
to rest about nine o'clock in the evening. 
¢ Like you, I have no doubt of the poor girl's 
perfect innocence ; but how to establish it by 
satisfactory evidence is another matter. 1 

too kindly tempered to refuse to keep her’ 

bundled him, neck and heels, out of the shop. 

Mary screamed, and a regular scene ensu- | 
She was obliged to confess she had told | 

his assarance that all he wanted was his | 
proverty ; and it was oltimately decided that ¢ 

"twenty guinea brooch your deceased uncle 
| gave you. did mot sail for India, and’ —— 

nials, asseverations, were vain.’ Mr Saville | 
| scoundrel where he crawled, 

ought to know. 

to find me, Wilh what result the 1eader alrea- | 

must take her to Bow street the day after to- 
morrow. 

¢ Good God, how dreadful! Can nothing be 
done ? What does the prosecutor say the 
brooch is worth 7 

‘ His uncle,’ be says, ‘ gave a hundred and 
twenty guipeas for it. But that signifies lit- 
tle; for were its worth only a hundred and 
twenty farthings, compromise is, you know, 
out of the question.’ 

¢Idid not mean that. Can you show it 
me? I am a pretty gocd judge of the value of 
jewels. ) 

¢ Yes, you can see it.” I took it out of the 
desk in which I bad it locked up, and placed 
itbefore her. Tt was a splendid emerald, en+ 
circled by iarge brilliants. 
My wife twisted and turned it about, hold. 

ping itin all sorts of lights and at last said— 
: * 1 do not believe that either the emerald or 
! the brilliants are real—that the brooch is, in 
i fact worth twenty shillings intrinsically.’ 

* Do you say so ? 1 exclaimed as I jumped 
up from my chair, for my wife's words gave 
color and consistence to a dim and faint sus- 

ris, who were strict, and somewhat fanatical | picion which had crossed my mind. * Then 
| this Saville is a manifest liar: and perhaps 
confederate with—— But give me my hat : 
I will ascertain this point at once.’ 

I hurried to a jeweller's shop, and found 
that my wile’s opinion was correct ; apart 

{ from the workmanship, which was very fine, 
| the brooch was valueless. 
, picions, hopes, fears, chased each other with 

Conjectures, sus. 

bewildering rapidity through wy brain ; and 
in order to collect and arrangemy thoughts, I 
stepped out of the whirl of the streets into 
Dolly’s Chop-house, and decided, over a 
quiet glass of negus, tpon my plan of opera- 
tions. ! 
The next morning there appeared at the top 

of the second column of the ‘ Times’ an ear- 
nest appeal worded with careful obscurity, so 
that the only perron to whom it was addres- 
sed should easily understand it, to the indivi. 
dual who had lost or been robbed of a false 
stone and brilliants at the theatre, to commu- 
nicate with a certain person—whose address 
I xave—without delay, in order to. save the 
reputation, perhaps the life; of an innocent 
person. 

[ was at the address I bad given by nine 0’. 
clock. Several hours passed without bring- 
ing any one, and I was beginning to despair, 
when a gentleman of the name of Bagshawe 
was annonnced : fairly leaped for joy, for 
this was beyond my hopes. 
A gentleman presently entered of about 

thirty years of age, of a distinguished, though 
somewhat dissipated aspect, 

¢ This brooch is yours? said I, exhibiting 
it without delay or preface. 

¢Itis; and I am here to know what your 
singular advertitement means 7’ 

1 briefly explained the situation of affairs. 
* The rascals I’ he broke in almost before | 

had finished ; ¢ I will briefly explain itall, A 
fellow of the name of Hartley at least that 
was the name he gave, robbed me, I was pret- 
ty sure, of this brooch. I pointed him out 
to the police, and he was taken into custody ; 
but nothing being found upon him, he was 
discharged.” sew 

¢ Not entirely, Mr Bagshawe, on that ac- 
count. You refused, when arrived at the sta- 
tion house, to state what you had been robbed 
of ; and you, morever, said in the presence of 
the culprit, that you were to embark with 
your regiment for India the next day. "That 
regiment, I have ascertained, did embark as 
you said it would.’ 

True ; but I had leave of absence, and 
shall take the overland route. The truth is. 
that during the walk to the station house, I 
had leisure to spars 1 made a formal 
charge, it woul? ead to awkward disclosures. 
This brooch is an imitation of one presented 

cme by a valued relative. Losses at play— 
since for this unfortunate young woman's 
sake, I must ont with it—obliged me to part 

| with the original ; and I wore this, in order 
, to conceal the fact from my relative's- know- 
ledge.’ 
{This will, sir) Ireplied, * prove, with a 
little management, quite sufficient forall pur- 

| poses. You have no objection to accompany 
i me to the superintendent 2° 

+ Not in the least ; only [ wish the devil 
had the brooch as well asthe fellow that stole 

“About half-past five o'clock on the same 
evening, the street door was quietly opened by 
the landlord ot the housein which Mr Saville 

lodged, and T walked into the front room on 
the first floor, where I found the gentleman | 
sought, langnidly reclining on a sofa. He ga. 

' theredrhimself smartly up atmy appearance, 
and looked keenly in my face He did not 
appear to like what he read there, 

* I did not expect 'to see you to day,’ he 
said at last. 

‘ No, perhaps not = but I have news for you. 
Mr Bagshawe, the ower of the hundred-and- 

¢ The wretched cnr, before | could conclude 
was on his knees begging for merey with dis- 
custing ahjectness. 1 could have spurned the 

¢ Come, sir,’ ‘let us have no snivelling or 
humbug ; mercy is not in my power, as you 

Strive to deserve it. We 
want Hartley and Simpson, and cannot find 
them : you must aid us’ 

¢ Oh yes ; to be sure I willy eagerly re- 
joined the rascal: * Iwill go for them at once 
he added; with a kind of hesitating assor- 
ance, , 

‘ Nonsense | Send for them you mean. Do 
50, and | will await their arrival. 

His note was despatched by a sure hand ; 
and meanwhile I arranged the details of the 
expected meeting. 1 and a friend, whem 1: 

ject-glass of each is formed in the foct 
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momently expected, would ensconce ourselres 

Augustus Saville would run playtully 
the charming plot with his two friends, ho 
that we might be able to fully appreciate If 

merits. Mr Saville agreed. 1 rang the Pee 
an officer appeared, and we took our gr ; 
readiness. We had scarcely done so, Whe 
the street bell rang, and Saville announc + 
the arrival of his confederates. There ry 
twinkle in the fellow’s green eyes hie 
thought 1 understood. ‘Do not fry ! ' 
Mr Augustus Saville, I quietly remarkecs 
‘ we are but two here certainly, but there ar 
half a dozen in waiting below.’ * ot 
No more was said, and in another oi 

the friends met. It was a boisterously jol'¥ 
meeling, as far as shaking hands and muta? 
felicitations on each other's good Jonks yi 

health went. Saville was. : eo 
most obstreporously gay of all three. 3 
And Sot at I aise you, Saville, pv 

ly," said, Hartley, * you don’t look quiie 
thing. Have you seen a ghost?’ les 

¢ No ; but this cursed brooch aflair Worr 
me.’ 

‘ Nonsense !~humbug !—it's all right; ¥¢ 
are all embarked in the same boat. [US ise 
ular three-handed game. I migged it; te 
my here whipped it into pretty Mary's pr 
which she, suppose never looked into fib 
the row came : and you claimed it—2 be | 
merry go-round, aint it, eh? Ha! hal B® 
——Hal 

‘ Quite so, Mr Hartley," said I, suddenly 
facing him, and at the same time stampitg 8” 
the floor ; * as you say, a delightful merry kl 
round : and here, you perceive,’ 1 added: 8% 
officers crowded "into the room, ‘are Mm 
gentlemen to join it. 2 

I must not tan the paper with the ee 
imprecations, blasphemies, which for rie 
space resounded through the apartment. 

a quarter of an hour afterwards: and betéfRe 
month had passed away, all thres were tr? 
ported. It is scarcely necessary to remd y 
that they believed the brooch to be geuif® 
and of great value. Cas 
Mary Kingsiord did not need to retNr © 

her employ. Westlake the elder witht 
his veto npon his son's choice, and the iy 
ding was celebrated in the following » 5 
with great rejoicing ; Mary's oid plays 
officiating as bridemaid, and Tas bride’s-fat % 
The still young couple have now a rather? 3 
merous family, afid a home blessed with # 
fection peace and competence. It was #¢ he 
time however before, Mary recovered from 
shock of her London adventure ; and oo 
pretty sure that the disagreeable reminisce 
ces inseparably connected in her mind WwW" 
the metropolis will prevent at least one cab 
son from being present at the World's Gr* 
Fair. ; 

From Hogg's Instructo” 

THE VELOCITY OF LIGHT PRO 

VED BY ACTUAL EXPERIMENT 

It is well known that the proof of jr 
enormous velocity of light, amounting ° 
hundred and ninety two thousand miles ” 
second, has hitherto heen derived only fro 

the observations and ealcalations of astr? ia 
mers and geometricians, and that this veloc!” 
ty has never been demonstrated by any © 
periment. Tn 1675, Roemer first annoufct 
the extraordinary velocity of light which hi 
nad derived from observations on the sate! 
tes of Jupiter, and, in 1728, Bradley was 
to the same result by studying the phen? ne 
na known as “the aberration of light; 
Since the same result was thus arrived at os! 
two totally different ways, there cond y 
doubt of the fact ; but still scientific iar” 
have long desired to render it more evide 
by actual experiment. This has at fast be? 
accomplished by a French Savan, M. Hipp?) 
lyte Figeau, from whose communication 
the French Academy, on July 23, 1850 
make the following extracts :— Reid ® 
«| have succeeded in demonstrating ! 

velocity of light by a method ahich seems 
me to furnish a new means of studying "is 
precision this important pheromena i! 
method is founded on these principles. ity 
adisk turns in its ‘plane with great rapitie 
around its centre of figure, it is possible 105 
timate the time occupied by a point 1! 
circumference in describing a very sma or 
gular space ; a thousandth of the circum’ 
ence for example. If the rapidity of nis 7 
is great enough, this time is very shorts 4 
ing for ten or a hundred revolutions per segs 
only one ten thousandth orone hundred-th 
sandth of a second. If the circomterenc® 
the disk is divided, like a toothed whee, ii 
equal intervals, alternately opened and clo of 
the time occupied by the passage of e8¢% 
these intervals thongh the same poine os. 
space will be the same small Iractions. ae 
ing so short periods the light passes overd og 
limited spaces, being 31 kilometres # 
miles) for the first fraction, and 3 kilome 
(two miles) for the second. If a ray of ne 
which has passed through one of the ! pH 
sions of the wheel is reflected from 2 ig A 
placed at a certain distance. and returns 1 
same point, the time occupied in the per Sy 
tion of this ray must necessarily inter’ # 
and the ray at its return will pase throuZ 
open space inthe wheel, or will be re 
by a closed one, according to the ran! oc 
the motion of the wheel and the ¢i 
from which the light is reflected. 

MA system of two telescopes, p 2 
wards each other so that the image © s of the 

258° 

manner i i simple MY other. furnishes usin a very of light: 
with the essential condition of a ray h “gu te 
which stacting from a point, is reficcted # 

behind a large screen in the room, whilst Mr 

rascals were safelv and separately Jocked v7 
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