
© or, if 80, the reqsons therefor must be cogent 

| honorable gentleman, but he adds by way of 
: saving clause, * so far as is consisteat with 

* lions’ lo free intercomse with the Americans, 

~ proposed changes, than under the present sys- 

then ask the hooorable. Attorney General, 10 

for tae citizens of this colony this privilege ¢ 

\ THE GLEANER. 
¥ipe for it, is the introduction of the system 
as a general Provincial measure, and self-gov- 
ernment will soon be appreciated, even by 
those who are now opposed to it. Such has 
been its operation fn Canada. 
As to the Initiation question, that, I think, 

the honorable gentleman is right in asking 
the House to concede to the Government (al- 
though theymay have no confidence in the pre- 
sect Executive). Without it no government 
caa be efféctive—and with it, if they have 
not the confidence of the country, they will 
e sooner removed from power. This mea- 

sure should not, however, be passed alone, 
but should pass concurrently with the several 
other portions of the Responsible and Depart- 
mental System, as without those constitutional 
checks, the government would acquire an un- 
due amount of influence. 
The honorable Attorney General states to 

you, Gentlemen, (although be has not noticed 
the subject in his card,) that he is in favor of 
an Elective Legislative Cewncil. 1 would ask 
ihe honorable gentleman what has effected so 
complete a cnange in his sentiments on this 
subject, and should like to hear his reasons, in 
order to test the sincerity of his professions. 
Within the last nine months the honorable 
gentleman used his utmost eloquence and ta- 
lents (and these he possesses in no small de- 
gree) in opposing an address to Her Majesty, 
on the floor of the Assembly, in favor of these 
principles, ‘and ‘contended, that “we sever 
could obtain such a concession, while we were a 
British Calon; ; and that its introduction would 
disorganize and prove fital to that nicely-bal. 
anced constitation of which we boast.” These 
were the arguments made use of by the hon- 
orable gentleman, and when we consider the 
spirit and determination with which they 
were urged, and"ia which the principle was 
opposed, I fear that a change SO complete can 
scarcely have taken place in go short a period, 

indeed, and I should like to hear them 1 
Retrenchment | This seems now fo be one 

of the leading features in the politics of the 

public faith.” Gentlemen, this is rather too 
general and vague an expression to satify ei- 
ther you or I, and I would therefore ask the 
honorable gentleman, whether “it is consis. 
went with public faith” to reduce the Gover- 
nor’s salary to £1000 per annum, Commis- 
sioner of Crown Lands to £500, Clerk of 
the Pleas to £200, aud other salaries in pro- 
portion, and also to abolish the office of Re- 
ceiver Geseral, and all other such ‘sinecures. 
These are questions to which the country re- 
quires an answer, and on their being answer. 
ed in the affirmative, depend much whether 
You, gentlemen, may expect from the Attor- 
ney General, the introduction of retrenchment 
measures, 
The question of Reciprocity in Trade with 

the Americans, is one which the country be- lieves our government have utterly neglected, 
and as it 15a ‘measure intimately Soitaactod 
with our prosperity, I'would ask the honora- 
bie Attorney General what measires (if any} 

T e— 

My own opinion is; we oxly require to 
ase it, and urge it, § 4; right, and we will 
obtain it. 3 

Gentlemen—the Hyg ble Attorney Gen. 
eral tells you that hejyuiy favor of a sys- 
tem of Education, ingyen the people will 
more immediately posi control than they 
do at present, and that fers will bef taken to 
introduce such a meager I am glad to 
hear such sentiments fig ‘he hon. gentle- 
man, and would like to w to what parti. 

heular system he refers ; aber be approves, 
of the system of local taaion for Schools; 
under. the direction of Nyjeipal Corpora 
tions, or of a governm stem of Free 
Schools, on the principlelggonted. in New 
York, and many of the New gland States? 
When that system was fit roduced into 
those States, their conditionyas as nearly 
similar to our own as mayly Since that 
time their people have becoy eplighteued 
and prosperous ; their cout!f.q advanced 
in population and wealth, 20d §get rising to 
an elevated rank in the scale of, ions ; and 
this has been greatly promoted yor system 
of Education, which we migh dopt with 
much advantage to our Province 

Our College Charter requires su |gerations 
as will place all denominations § Chiisti- 
ans upon an jequal footing—a 'Prance at 
present exisfing in favor of the jo of 

| 9 
il 

England! This preference is also pibited 
in favor of that Church in othery, ters; 
such as obtaining the grant of som yj ous- 
ands of acres of land, as Glebes, in h coun- 
ty, and I believe the same grievarce{ om. 

| plained of in other counties. That yy, reh 
has also obtained the grant of i) io 
from which the public suffer. 
grants, it is said, were given without ¢4;1. 
eration, and a preference has hitherto, , 
made by government in favor of that Cii,p- 
which should now cease to exist, andy, 
restrictions on the Ferries be at least ren. 
el. These are grievances, the existenc f 

which are felt, and on which his boner ig 
hitherto been silent, and I would ask wi 
course he would deem it advisable to ado 
to have the evils Sn yap of removed ? 
The present syst of appointing Con 

missioners for the expenditure of Bye Roa 
Grants is highly improper, and calculated t 
create great disaffection in the county. 

made not so much: from the individual's 

the talents he may possess for electioneering 
purposes. Many instances exist in this coun- 
ly, in which parties are taken from one Pa- 
rish, and appointed to expend money in ano- 
ther, in which men of much wore experience 

and practical knowledge may reside. The 
Commissioners thus appointed take little or 

{ no interest in the expenditure, beyond secu- 
ring their commission, and perhaps getling 
some of their debtors to take contracts, and 
by these means securing themselves, while 
the public roads are neglected. Some very 
glaring instances of this nature exist in this: 
county. It is quite time that the system was 

our government have taken towards effecting [Put an end to, and tae county expects from 
an” object so desirable. Were those restric. Its representative, the honorable Attorney 

which now exist, once removed, we would 
General, now that he is Leader of the Gov- 
‘ernment, and has the power to remedy the 

find at dor own doors, if I may so speak, a evils complained of, tha ke would do so. If 
market for our ships and our lumber, at pri- noney is to be expended on Bye Roads, let | 
cer muchsmore satisfactory than are now ob. J/tbe principle be established, that the Road 
tained'in Britain. © Our Fisherics might then 
be prosecuted with advantage, as a 1eady 
market would be found in the American ci- 
ties which cannot now be obtained, in conse- 
quence of their restrictive tari But in ad- 
dition to these advantages, I believe that our 

Commissioners (who, under the Parish Act, 
are appointed by the people), or one of them, 
be named in the several parishes. As they 
are supposed to be practical men, they will 
be capable; being residents, they will be 
more interested ; and the prope; expenditure 

shores would shortly be lined with shipyards, § of the money will be secuied by the power 
as American capitalists would prefer building 
in our Province, where the raw materials are 

which the people possess in their annaal ap. 
pointments. - I would ask the Attorney Gen: 

cheap, rather than ia their’ own country, _eral whether he will remedy the evil here 
where ship timbers can scarcely be obtained 
for three times the price at which they are 
supplied here. Should this important abject 
be neglected by Government, its jeader ma 
rest assured the country will not be satisfied. 

Gentlemoen—as the mother country las 
conceded, tor us the privilege of self govern- 
ment, I can see no good reason why we should 
not have it in its fullest extent. “fam aware 
that the Liberals of this country are averse to 
partial legislation, or hall way measures, and 
that they contend for as their privilege, and 
demand as a right, that the Governor be ge. 
Jected, either by elaction or otherwise, from 
among the residents of the Province. Were 
such a principle introduced, the Colonial Se- 
cretary would not object to our reducivg the 
salary ; it might.not so nearly affect his own 
friends, and a Provivcialist would be quite 
satisfied with £1000, while an English Bare- 
net would scarcely be satisfied with four times 
the sum. A resident is also much more like- 
1y to know oar wants, and to take an interest 
it our prosperity, than a stranger, who is 

complained of 2 This he has power to do. 
The present Bench of Magistrates requires 

some alteration. Petitions have been. got up, 
and numerously signed by the freeholders of 
the county, asking our Government for in- 
vestigation and inquiry into the present state 
of that Body, as they look upon many persons 
now in the Commission, as quite unfit for 
such a situation. 1 would gsk the honorable 
Attorney General whether he is prepared to 
order a commission of inquiry, or else at 
ouce toissue a new Commission of the Peace, 
omitting the names of all these in the present 
Commission, who from drunkenness, imbecility, 
or other good cause, may be rendered unfit for 
the situation ¢ In this the couutly expects 
some immediate action. 
_ His Honor tells you, Gentlemen, that he is 
In favor of Railways, but is opposed to the 
government taking them up. This is, howe- 
Ver, rather tae general a proposition; and I 
have no doubt, in such an important question, 
You would like a little more particularity. 
{Would therefore ask that gentleman whether 

anxious only for the pay. Habits of economy lihe is ig favor of the Portland and Halifax aie much more likely to be practised in lhe 

tem, and the influence of example in s0 high 
juarter may have a good effect amongst the 
bordinate officials. But in addition to these 

arc 

su 
reasons, the highest ‘office in the Province 
should be the reward of Jocal merit; and a 
means of gratifying laudable ambition would |: conceive that the scheme should be made a thus be opened np to us as Colonists, which 
nothing but our incapacity should prevent us 
from enjoying. Will any say that the honor- 
able Attorney General (although he may be on the wrong, side, of politica) would not do honor'tothe station ? In this meeting my 
eye may Test 00 aL least 20 persons, quita as 
capable, if not moze so, of filling the office of 
Provincial Governor, than many gentlemen 
who have occupied that situation. would | 

what extent he is prepared to go in securing 

i Road, and to what extent he is prepared 10 go 
AD 1s erection? In a measure of 0 mach 
importance, which the people of Nova Scotia, 
138 well as the State of Maine, are laying hold 
cof with spirjg it certainly is ‘the duty of our 
BOVernment, as well as their interest, not to 
(12g behind. ’ 1 jn common with many othors, 

\government measure. - Its character would 
stand higher; among the officials there would 
be less Prospect of abuses, or, should they 
‘happen to exist they would be more easily 
iremedied, than if the scheme was in private 
‘hands, 5 the Directors or monied capitalists 
might be directly interested in keeping an. 
obnoxious Individual in office. But a greater 
‘advantage still would accrue from the facili- 
ties with Which, ag a government measure, 
we could obtain capital, compared with that 

f a private Company. Means can, I believe, 
be readily obtained in England, at from 2} to 

These oral | 

In and hie will obtain a hold on the affections of 
loo many instances, the appointments are\this community which he has neveriyet en- 

kuowledge of Road making, as they are for | 

3 per cent., and the introduction of such an { 
amount of foreign capital, to be putin circu- 
lation in our Province—the amount of em- 
ployment it would give to‘our peopie—the im- 
petus which would be added to 6ur lunguish- 
Ing trade—the market which would thus be 
created for our farm productions, together 
With tbe tide of emigration which would pour 
in upon our vacant lands, and the advantages 

Which always accrue from easy and rapid 
modes of infernal communication, stamp this 
scheme with an importance of character un- 
rivalled, as far as prospects and advantages go, 
by any other measure now before the public, 
and which, through the action of Nova Sco- 
tia, and the enerzy and talent of the Hon. Jo. 
seph Howe, one of her patriot sons, is now 
under the notice and favorable consideration 
of the British people. = ¥ would ask the hon. 
Attorney Gereral why oar government has 
acted with less energy than the Executive of 
Nova Scotia? and why a Delegate has not 
been despatched to co-operate with the Dele-’ 
gate of Nova Scotia ? 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I beg to inform 
his honor that in asking these questions, and 
stating these views of the various subjects, 1 

ave done so, as | before stated, not from my 
own desire alone, but at the instance of many 
gentlemen in this county, Liberals in politics, 
who conceive that they have equally the right 
to make the request, as his honor is bound as 
their representative to 1eply thereto, and give 
to a body of so much respectability and influ. 
ence, that confidence in his tutureacts, which 
should ever exist. They feel desirous that 
the “Attorney General should abahdon that 
unconstitutional ‘practice which ‘has hitherto 
prevailed in this county—that of ‘considering 
the views of two or three antiguated or ohnoz- 
tous individuals, “as representing the sentj- 
ments and wishes of the people; and men, 
100, who scarce ever pass'the threshhold of 
their own doors, and can ‘therefore know as 

little of the wants. as they as little appreciate 
the prosperity of the mass of the people. 

Let the honorable gentleman at least once 

in each year meet his constituents in a county 
meeting, and there obtain their views and 
sentiments. Let him seek to keep pace with 
the public demands for Progress, and evince a 
desire to represent their views and wishes, 

oyed. 

@Gditer’s Department, 
MIRAMICHI, 

‘rATIEAM, MoNpay, Marc 3, 1851. 

Yyrorean News —The steamer Europa 

has\irived at Halifax—but as the papers of 

Wedgsday make no mention of it, we pre- 

Sumner was after they went to press. ‘The 
Pager: thus received are to the 15th February, 

an wp have taken such extracts therefrom 

as ill put our readers in possession of what 

hastranspired in the old world. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLA- 
TURE. 

The news from the Legistature is ‘not im- 

portant. The Attorney General has, in ac- 

cordance with bis promise, stated to the As. 
sembly the views of himself and eolleagues; 

on various matters effecting the interests of 
the Province; and by which they will be 
guided while in office. Theyare the same as 
his Honor enunciated on the hustings. His 

speech is reported at some length. in the Head 
Quirters, and as we wish to act fairly’ to- 
wards all men, we shall publish it: next 
weeliiso that his constituents may peruse ‘it 
at leistne, and if necessary, file it away for 
future reference, 
We give below a letter from a Correspon- 

dent—from this our readers will be able ‘to 
form a pretty correct idea of what has ben 
dose in the Assembly i— 

FrEpzricTcN, February 22, 1851. 
Dear Sir—I cannot recollect precisely to 

what extent Thave forwarded you informa- 
tion on Legislative proceedings” but [ shall 
now name such as occur to me. Of course 
you know that the first fourteen days would 
be taken up chiefly wip piivate petitions,and 
these have neither been fow'in number, nor 
modest in Prayer. ‘The present House have 
manifested a desire to yetrench in public ex: penditure, though on the subject of Reporting 
the Debates there has been the usual vacilla 
ting conduct, and the usual result, 5. ¢., ended 
Where jt begtn, and the Reportersilaft for the 

| future consideration, of. the House. This 
Course is, 10. Say the least, undignified, and 
arises from 12 desirg ofa few not to pay 
them at ally all {rog) that of a greater nam. 
ber to Jeave the Question epen in order (as I 
think) to freep the Reporters and Press in 
terrorey, This, however, it is hoped, will uot 
be the result. Those pentiemen shonld speak 
oul ang spare NOL "Tig (rye that in some ea- 

\ 

ses they will 80d must 1, wrong, and wound 
the feefings of some Members who are really 
stliving for the public good, But the evil-in 
such cases must be tiling when compared 
with the good which ensues from the Censor- 
shib of the Press. The St. John Morning 
News, ji must be admitteq by the friendsyof 

Reform, is an ultra paper, and goes to . 
iremes ; but this, if Rot excusable in the Edi- 

tor, is at least beneficial to the public. 
amouut of lethargic apathy existing oak 
remote parts of the Province upom poll 58 
subjects required extraordinary means (0 Bey 

adopted for its removal. * When UeAPETR 
ills require a speedy eure, eantion Is cow 
dice and prudence folly.” 
extreme necessarily produces another, Ty 
political pendulum must vibrate in order a 

the muchinery may be kept in regular re 
tion. Much good has been done by even d 
penny paper, and where pet sons ugecialg. 

ita little they may make some ciscoun {of 
the statements in order 1o establish 18 iy 

ling value as compared with its masket Fehr 
On the other hand, * entremous,” your ne 
wants a little more ginger to suit the ifr : 
and stir up the peoplato action. I know Io 
are a man of peace’; but that may be erie 

to the oppressed which 1s mercy [© he #0 
pressor. Fhe battle for political feed i 
has begun, and the first charge in you! Tos 
ty, if not altogether successful, has al leas 
made a breach in the strongholds of the hi 
my, and accomplished more than was Xi” ah 
ct. Let your people not be content y' is 
holding their ground, but let the wort, i 
* Forward Britons, strike home” let them & 
think of former slavery only to contrast 4 
with liberty, and * point to their wounds and 3 

cry aloud to battle)” Stand still they be 
but must either advance to freedom, of 
back to where they started. But tg business: 
The members have been limited to phe : 

ench for stationary, Some of their bills lasts 
session were £8 or £9. Jobn oH _Willisto } 
hrought up the question ol sleigh hire, Need 
ham moved that the House would nos eqtet 
tain any money-vote to pay fof their egns(ant 
employment. ~ Mr Williston voted" agait 
this, and the names were taken. It Wagmo 
ed on a subsequent day that 19s. insted 
25s be paid for the sleigh, which was onl 
be required during ‘the business hours of 
House. © Against this he voted also (I thig 
but Tdo not believe he is opposed to retrenc 
ment, and may have considered, as did othe 
that 25s. per day was not too much, ast 
sleighs were kept agoing at all hours. T 
members’ pay will conre up shortly, but 
will not ‘be reduced. © There will not be ove 
Jive members for reducing it, unless, 1 
members vote for it in order x diariw ! 
opularity by insincerity, knowing J 
WOR be Yateled: Ido bt think the country: 
requires a reduction of the pay, if mem rid 
perform their ‘duty ; but I am rather of Sy 
opinion that a reduction would be prejudicia 
to the liberal interests, inasmuch as it wou 
deprive the” country of the services of those 
men who not only think but feel with them. 
autt throw the whole representation into the 
hands of those wealthy men who are perh2p$ 
the least calculated to “advance those libera 
measures which tend to establish equal rightSe 
and destroy monopoly as well in government 
as in ecomnmerce. The reason why the ques= & 
tion will come up is, that the pay.bill only 

extends 10: the House which passed it, al 
expired with the last Session. i adl 8 
A Bill to suspend the operations ofthe 

Militia Law has been agreed to in’ Committee 
of the whole House, leaving a_powey in th 
Government to. revive it by proclamation © 
urgent occasions, 
Mr Fitzgerald moved and carried a claus® 

enabling the Governor to keep up the Staff 1% 
time of peace, by appointing officers as vacan- 
cies occur, and Mr Johnson moved and car- 
ried an amendment suspending and discon- 
tinuing the salaries of all militia officers, viz- 
Adjutant General £85 per aunum, Quarter 
Master General £150, and the officers of eac 
battalion about £21 10, It is hoped the 
Council will'not burk this Bill, and revive the 
humbug which has cost the country so much 
time and money. x 
There are 14 or 17 petitions for Orange in+ 

corporation before the House ; but though th 
party are strong they will not succeed. ] 
The petition for investigation into thest at 

of your Magistyacy is laid on the tables 
found an Address to His Excellency for 
enquiry. 

February 24.~To. day the: Bill for ‘mel 
bers” pay was taken up in Committee, ai 
disposed of, the amount being fixed at fifiee 
shillings per day. As I stated in my letter OF 
the 22d, only five voted for yeducing, and none: 
of those were (rom your-county. -Those five 
did not argue that the pay was too much, but 

went on the ground that it would produce a 
moral effect, while others contended that 3 
much better effect, would be produced bY 
shewing the people of what the Continget 
Bill. was, composed. But the speeches ar 
tlivision on. this question will be publishe 
‘and the people will judge (or themselves. nay. 

February 25--This morning the Hous 
was occupied with the routine business until 
about half ‘pastone’o’clock; when the Attor 
‘ney General, according to appointment, mad 
"an exposition’ of his political views, occupy: 

ing about an hour and ahalf. ©" I'be heads ul 
his speech were :—* Agriculture; Reciprocs 
Free Trade, Retrenchment, Municipal Cog 
porations, Initiation of Money Votes, Ed 
cation, Railways, and lective Legislati 
Council” These-you ‘would say" were ine 
teresting and important’ subjects, ‘bat th 
Speech itself was as ‘complete a non-co 
mittal as you have ever heard. Agriculturd 
he said, was an important subject, 'but mora, 
measures were more likely to advance } 
than legislative: "He udvocated * rural econd 
say,” and instilling into the farmer a desire 
use or wear nothing but ‘their own prod 
tions, and that persons should be sent amo 
‘them to teach them rural economy. ** Keck 
procal Free: Trade this he was ‘in favor d 
but was sure we could never get it withoW 
giving more than it was worth.’ -* Relrenfs 
ment; "~—he fully coricurred with the despa 
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