
. year in 

NE 
AND NORTHUMBERLAND, KENT, GLOUCESTER AND RESTIGOUCHE 

COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL 
’ 

Oup SkRigs) Nec aranearum sane lextus ideo melior, quia ex se fila gignunt, nec noster vilior quia ex alienss libamus ut apes. [ComprIsED 13 Vovumes, 

New Series, Vol, X - Miramichi, Monday Evening, June 16, 1851 No. 34. 

The Railway. 

MR. HOWE'S SPEECH AT HALIFAX. 
[ Concluded. | 

The position that we occupy, then, Mr 
JO, 1s one of security and varied resource. 

the om unite with the other Provinces for 
we struction of Inter-colonial Railways, 
p € can “ do what we like with our own.” 

{ Rail, ake for British America 1000 miles 
be ilway at 34 per cent. if these Provinces 

alive ‘to their own interests. We can 
daa the whole line to Portland, indepen- 
lowe? Of the other, if New Brunswick fol- 
fung, our example, and pledges her public 

8 for the whole. Or, we can make our 
on Toads to Pictou on one side, and Bridge: 
ma 1 on the other, without reference to what 
oe done beyond the frontier. It others 
nd lo waste time with bubble companies 
fer i Xpensive experiments—if this noble of 
Tei ppiected—we have enough to do till our 
In J ours purchase wisdom at 6 per cent. 
ta] ,- Meanwhile we shall begin at the capi-- 
Bd extend our own lines east and west. 
ang tan commence to morrow if we choose, 
Celerig fase 100 miles with more ease pe 
Wake Te an any private company cou 

i has been said by some that the delega- 
Woulg premature. Yet in what position 
1 have stood now bat for the delega- 
Prep, Ve are armed at all points. We are 
the red to make all the roads projected thro’ 

three Provinces, and save them £175,000 
nt interest. We are prepared with 

lang "cloTs to make the whole line to Port: 
Make Oper cent. And we are prepared to 
™ ma own roads, independent of our 
his ours. While we have been doing all 

h Maine and New Brunswick have been 
wipe 8, Facility Bills, to tiy and get 275 
Bt of railway made with about as many 
fig nd pounds. They have not yet made a 
© or struck a pickaxe—and yet we are 
that our delegation was premature ! 
ut it has as often been said, that we have 

Token faith with the people of Portland. I 
ould like to know in what manner. The 
it emen at Portland invited us to discuss 

The Ren the propriety of making a railroad. 
Megy; elegates who attended represented local 
Whe 188 Of committees only, and nobody 

0 sent them dreamed that the Government 
the Sislature was to be bound by anything 
: a said or did. The meeting was regarded 

® as preliminary, for the purpese of com- 
Ing views and eliciting information. Had 

bo. Supposed that Maine was to dictate to us 
oag We were to make our portion of the rail- 
for, Ai that we were to pay some undis- 
“im capitalists £60,000 a year, when we 
tain gel our work done for £35,000, we cer- 
C Rr should have been no parties to the 
bro, notion. But in what essential heve we 
the 0 faith? We offer 10 our neighbours 
Meg Sans to nmiake the whole line. We have 
of -8¢d our public resources to make our part 
Mg cave they offered us a pound, er rais- 
be Ne-fitth of what they want themselves? 

» nd Can sither or both show us anybody's 
wp S8tion to lend them or us one tenth of 
to. at we jointly require ? They asked us to 
We [rate with them to obtain a railroad, and 
ow. ave broken faith by providing for our 
To by equirements, and offering them money 
suid it to their very doors. (Loud cheers.) 

Wg Spirited and unanimous Jdemonstiation 
show, by all ranks and classes at Quebec, 
ry that our efforts have not been unap- 
of ted in that quarter—and that the offer 
Wig British Government has been hailed 

lay the patriotic feeling it is so well calcu- 

8 to evoke. 
ong W, sir, all winter long, a gentleman from 
Bij, Our northern counties has been pres- 
ins Upon the Legislature a bill, asking to be 
lug POtuted, that he might build the Port: 
vim Railway. Now, 1 happen to know 
eg Clhing of that person, and ofl the resour- 

apg of the county he is trying to mislead ; 

hip: S9%€ Lam that, if you had incorpora‘ed 
W three times over, he would not have rais- 

my ¢Ween now and next Chrisunas, as 
me money as would have made a single 
le Of railway. —( Great laughter.) But let 
op ounty of Cumberland seriously reflect 
thoy, © this gentleman and his friends are 

# 4 for just as sure as the folly of these 

~" tempt New Brunswick to rely upon 
ly  Peration which they have not the power 

Blve, 50 surely will years elapse before 
day hand sees a railioad approach her bor- 
Deg, Cither on one side or the other. But the 
od. 
1 b) 

0 
Cy 

4 ple of Cumberland shall not be so deceiv- 
Will not wait till Mr Dickey crosses 

i) a) but will take an early opportuuity 

ay hum] with him the merits of hts scheme, 

beg en let the people of Cumberland decide BN us.—(Loud cheering). 

lng th, SIT, 1t has been urged, that by accept- 
Ogg © proposal of Earl Grey, we shall pledge 

elves to make railroads in New Bruns: 

wick, and to bear the burthen of the whole 
scheme. A word of explanation upon this 

int. \In giving in my adhesion to this plan 
conceive I did nothing more than pledge 

Nova Scotia to repay the principal and inter- 
est necessary to construct the railroad across 
er own territory—I assumed that the other 

provinces would do the same. If; however, 
1t shall appear that New Brunswick is unable 
to bear her own burthen, I am quite prepar- 
ed to consider whether Canada and Nova Seo- 
tia shall lend their aid—to what amount and 
in what proportions. But this is a n 
question, to be discussed and decided hereaf: 
ter, upon its own merits. New Brunswick in 
my opinion will reap the largest amount of 
benefit from the expenditure. She will get 
two most important lines at 3} per cent—the 
other provinces but one. She has 11,000,000 
acres of crown lands to settle and to raise in 
value. Her population may be doubled in 
two or three years almost without an effort, 
and Iam very sanguine that when the true 
bearing of this proposal upon her great inter- 
ests comes to be understood, her people will 
accept it without an apprehension for the re- 
sult. These two lines will touch nearly all 
her more populous counties, and breathe new 
life into them all, these two lines will open 
up millions of acres of wilderness lands, and 
prepare locations for half a million of people; 
who will settle township after township as 
the works advance 

But, it has been said that our own revenues 
will be swamped: and that our own country 
will be burthened by this speculation. Now, 
I will take the worst view that can be taken 
of this enterprise. Suppose that our 130 miles 
are made, and do not, for a few years, yield a 
pound beyond their working expenses. In 
that case we should have £35,000 currency to 
raise. In 1849, our revenue was £15,000 less 
than in 1850 ; yet there was enough to pay 
all our ordinary expenses, and £30 or £40, 
000 to spare for roads bridges and schools.— 
This year the Receiver General assures me 
our Revenue will increase from £5 to £7000 
over that of 1850. Ilere then are £22,0000ver 
and above the revenue of 1849, before the rail- 
roads have commenced. The difference of 
£13,000 may be met, fora few years, by an 
issue of Province Paper even if our revenue 
should not increase from emigration or in- 
creased expenditure. But, sir, the population 
of Nova Scotia is 300,000, and doubles every 
20 years.» Some of our young men, it is true, 
go abroad from restlessness and a desire to 
see the world. A few, to better their fortunes, 
it may be. but more to be convinced, by sad 
experience, that half the labor, energy and 
skill, fruitlessly expended in foreign states, 
would have made them richer and happier in 
their own country. But, sir, the cradles of 
Nova Scotia add 15,000, year by year, to our 
population. I never see a biide going to 
church with orange blossoms in her bounet, 
ora young couple strolling to Kissing Bridge 
of a summer evening, but I involuntarily ex- 
claim, God bless them—there go the mate- 
rials to make the railroads.—( Loud cheers 
and laughter.) So long then as love is made 
in Nova Scotia, and love makes children, we 
shall have 504 0r 60,000 added to our popu 
lation every five or six years, who will add at 

least £20 or £30,000 to our annual income. 
The speculation is. then, perfectly safe for us 
even if" an emigrant should not touch our 
shores. 

Let me now, however, turn your attention 
to a subjeer which nas been too long neglect- 
ed in these North Amurican Provinces—I 
mean the subject of Emigration and Coloni- 
zation. We aye too apt to turn to the United 
States for comparisons unfavorable to our 
own prosperity and advancement. One of 
the principal causes of this prosperity we 
rarely pause to consider. Yet [ believe, that 
since the recognition of Amerizan indepen- 
dence, the British Islands alone have thrown 
off’ at least 5,000,000 of people, to swell the 
numbers of the Republic. Every convulsion 
In continental Europe, adds its quota of capi- 
tal, skilled labor and energy lo those states, 
Germany has sent millions— France, Switzer- 
land, Italy, lesser—but sull valuable contri- 
butions. * Add to the emigrants “who have 
come in the progeny that has sprung from 
their loins, and one half the whole popula. 
tion of the United States may be taken to re- 
present its emigration. 

Should we, then, with institutions as ‘ree 
as those of eur neighbours—with a territory 
of boundless exten:—with natural resources 
which defy calculation—with a noble coun- 
Uy In our rear, capable of sustaining millions 
ol people, permit this stream of population 
and wealth to flow past us, as the gulf stream 
flows, without a thought as to its utility, its 
volume, or its direction 2 
Of late our attention has only been turned 

to Emigration by the occasional arrival ol a 
floating pest house, and by the sufferings of 
poor wretches, flung by the accidents of life 
upon our shores. Bui the time approaches 

Ss 

rapidly when all this will be changed—when 
steamships of large size will ‘transport the 
surplus labor of the ‘British Islands ‘to these 
Provinces—to go in upon these railway lines, 
and fill up the fertile lands of the interior. 

| Simultaneously with the commencement of 
these railways, the stream will set this way, 

!and it will never cease to flow fill it enlivens 
!the shores of the Pacific. Make these rail- 
i roads, and our own enterprising townsman, 
| who has already bridged the Atlantic, will 
start the Ocean Dafa; or, if he does not, 
he will soon have competitors upon the line. 

It has been too much of late the fashion in 
Nova Scotia to speak slightingly of Emigra. 
tion. How few pause to reflect how much 
even of our own prosperity we owe to it. 
And yet, a small band of adventurers, under 
Cornwallis, laid the foundations of Halifax. 
These, at a eritical moment, were reinforced 
by the Loyalist Emigration, which flowed in. 
to our Western Counties, and Jaid broad and 
deep the foundation of their prosperity. A 
few hardy emigrants from the old colonies, 
and their descendants, have built up the ma- 
ritime county of Yarmouth. Two men, of 
that stock, first discovered the value of Lock’s 
Island, the commercial centre of East Shel- 
burne. A few hundreds of sturdy Germans 
peopled the beautiful county of Lunenburg. 
A handful of emigrants from Yorkshire gave 
animation to the county of Cumberland. 
The vale of Colchester has been made to 
blossem as the rose by the industry of a few 
adventurers from the North of Ireland. Half 
a century ago a few poor but pious lowland 
Secotchmen penetrated into Pictou. They 
were followed by a few hundreds of High- 
landers, many of them evicted from the 
Duchess of Sutherland’s estates. Look at 
Pictou now, with its beautiful river slopes 
and fertile mountain settlements—its one 
hundred schools—its numerous churches and 
decent congregations—its productive mines 
and 30,000 people, living in comfort and abun- 
dance. The picture rises like magic before 
the eye, and yet every cheerful tint and fea- 
ture has been supplied by emigration. At 
the last election it was said that 270 Frasers 
voted ih that county—all of them hcads of 
families and proprietors of land—and I doubt 
if as many of the same name can be found 
in all Scotland, who own real estate. 

I remember the county of Sydney well, 
when the descendants of the old loyalists and 
disbanded soldiers were scattered upon its 
sea coast and river intervales, “few and far 
between.” Look at it now, and see what emi-, 
gration, chance directed, has done for it, even 
in a few yéars. Turn to the three counties 
of Cape Breton. into which emigrants have 
been thrown, without forethought on the part 
of the Imperial or Provincial Government— 
without any care or preparation. What 
would those counties be without the broad 
acres these men have cleared, without their 
stock, their shipping, and their industrv? 
And what would our revenue be without 
their annual consumption? What lessons 
should we gather, then, from the history of 
the United States, and from our own ?—the 
value of Emigration and Colonization. But 
an idea prevails that Nova Scotia hus no space 

to spare—no lands to people—that, however 
important emigration may be to New Bruns. 
wick and to Canada, we have no room for 
the surplus population of Kurope—no lands 
to give them should they come. This also is 
a mistake. [Here Mr Howe exhibited a co- 

lored map, fiom which it appeared that there 
were 4,000,000 of acres of crown lands yet 

ungranted in Nova Scotia proper, exclusive 
of those in the three counties of Cape Bre- 

ton. Besides these, he argued, there were 

the vacant lands of large proprietors, while it 
was notorious that all the old farms would 
feed, by high cultivation, twice the population 
they contained.] There is room, then, for a 
very large ody of emigrants in Nova Scotia. 
Is there no room in this city, which must 

ultimately expand into ten limes iis present 

size * 
1 regret that it is too much the habit to de- 

preciate our own country, instead of studying 
ts tesourees; and anticipatthg its future 
progess. In an especial manner has this ha- 

bit prevailed among the idle youth of Halifax. 
‘[ have known hundreds whose industrious 
fatisers have toiled upon land and sea, to bring 
“thew up in luxury, and who have spent their 
own lives upon the platforms or in senseless 
dissipation, alt the lime abusing the country 
they have been 100 idle to cultivate or im- 
rove. Dozens ofthese have died in imbeci- 

lity and sloth—many more have wandered 
off to some * fool's paradise” or other, and 
those who have been too proud to work in 
their own noble country, have téiled like 
slaves and died in foreign lands. Look round 
Halifax and ask who own the wharves and 
stores—the valuable corners, building lots 
aud mansions, that these idlers and unbeliev- 
ers in Nova Scotia's resources have let slip 
out of their hands, Poor Englishmen, Irish: 

men and Scothmen, many of whom came in- 
to Halifax without a shilling, but who have 
added to its wealth by their industry, and who 
are living all around us in abundance, and 
many of them in the enjoyment of ample for- 
tunes. Even Halifax, then, Mr Chairman, 
has tested the value of emigration, and as she 
has thrown off her idlers and grumblers, has 
been recruited by an influx of the entespriz- 
ing and industrious. What lessons should 
past experience in town ane country, teach us 
then? The value of emigratign. Now what 
the Government propose to do, for the future, 
is to combine the business of Emigration and 
Colonization with the duties of the land. of- 
fice, or commit it to a distinct yet active 
Branch of Administration. We shall then 
have a Colonial officer in communication 
with the Board of Land and Emigration at 
bome, and through that Board with the Board 
of Poor Law Guardians, and with the con- 
stituted authorities of every city and parish in 
England. We propose to make the Deputy 
Surveyors in each county active agents of 
this department, to lay off the Crown Lands, 
and prepare pictures of their counties. We 
shall then have persons whose business it is 
to instruct and advise every poor man who 
touches our shores—to prepare annual lists of 
the number and description of mechanics; 
farmers, servants or apprentices, required in 
different localities—to bind the latter when 
they come, and protect them in case of need. 
By the aid of this simple, and not very expen- 
sive machinery, I shall be much mistaken if 
we do not add many thousands to our popu 
lation, and a very handsome sum (o our re. 
venue. In every part of North America, 
there is no remark more proverbial than that 
every farmer with a large family gets rich, 
while he who has no children is generally 
poor. 
Why is this? Because the labour of young 

people, from 12 or 14 to 21, is the least ex- 
pensive and most profitable labor that a man 
can have. A boy or a girl on a farm soon 
learns to do light work as well as a man or a 
woman—from 18 to 21 they can do men and 
women’s woik, but do not cost men and wo- 
men’s wages. It is the same upon the shores, 
where our fishermen and coasters have to ye- 
ly upon the strength of their own families, 
and rarely can get an apprentice. And yet 
there are, in the asylums of England and 
Ireland, at this moment, 185,000 children, 
8,000 of them, on an average, fit to be bound 
out. Any number of these, fine hearty boys 
and girls, may be had for the asking. They 
will be sent here [fee of expense, if we make 
preparations to receive them. Now, 1 pro- 
pose to collect resurns in the autumn of the 
number of apprentices wanted in the spring, 
so that any industrious man may send for a 
boy or a girl as he would for a plough or a net. 
To our country this description of emigration 
is admirably well adapted, for these young 
people, in a few years, would be heads of fa- 
milies themselves, requiring from others the 
labor they had supplied. These provinces, I 
believe, could, under judicious arrangements, 

take the wholé 8,000 that the mother country 
is prepared to throw off~—which she now has 
to fling inte her streets ; and if they did, while 
our numbers were increased every day, the 
mother country would have 8,000" paupers, 
prostitutes, and thieves the less, and 8,000 
honest and industrious people more would 
annually contribute to Colonial Revenue and 
to the consumption of British manufactures, 
Let us have the railroads, then, and in addi- 
tion to the natural absorption of labour by 
the settlements already formed, we may sus 

perinduce, upoa their construction, an enlar- 

ged and healthy system of Colonization. 
Difficulties have, it is true, started up i 

New Branswick, but let me say that I depre- 
cate all attempts to scold the people of that 
province for what they have done or Jeft un. 

done. Rash, [think they were,—but I quite 
appreciate the delicacy and difficulty of the 
position which the public men of New Bruns. 
wick occupied, calied upon, at the close of 
a session, to deal suddenly With this great 
question. All that they felt I had foreseen 
before I left England, and, so far as I had au- 
thority or leisure, had provided for. I do not 
believe that the Legislature of New Bruns. 
wick will permanently obstruct this mighty 
enterprise ; and of this Lam uite sure, that 

the people of that provilice will pot sustain 
them it I do. 

Let us look at the financial aspect of this 
question, shutting out of view for the me- 
ment all bopes of increased population and 
revenue. Suppose Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, by a company, were to construct 
the Portland Railroad, 330 miles, with mcney 
at 6 per cent. The annual interest would be 
£138,000, even if the stock sold at par. But 
it would not sell at par. No Colonial Rail- 
way Company's bonds or stock would bring 
in England within 20 or 25 per cent. of the 
amount which the debentures of the govern- 
ment would bring, even without the guaran. 

- 


