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9n motion of the Hon. Attorney General,
¢ House went into a committe of the whole
ot the further consideration of the bill to

"Mablish Municipal Corporations in this Pro-
Vince,

The Hon. Attorney General rose and said,
1kat he had only spoken once to the bill under
“Onsideration, although it had been already

tbated for two days, and they were now for
'8 third time in committee of the whole on
16 subject. The principles which he (the

torney General) enunciated with respect
1o municipal corporations, when he had had
11 honor of bringiug in the measure row un-
“8r discussion, were precisely the prineiples
Wich he had enunciated to his constituents
{1 the County of Northumberland when he

! the honor of presenting himself for
\eir sufirages in June last. They were the
I‘{{mcipieu which he had distinctly avowed to

18 Excellency the Lieutenant Governor
“hen he took offize and they were the princi-
Mes which he avowed at the hustings when

® went back to the Consituency of the Coun-
Yof Northumbertand flor reelection after hav-
g accepted the office of Her Majesty's: At-
Omney General. So far, therefore as the
Principle of the bill was concerned, there had

®enno change of opinion. for he had simply

*mbodied in the bill the views which he had
€Xpressed to' his constituents in June last,
When he had the honor of being returned one
the representativesof Northumberland. and

3¢ had repedted Lhe same views on the hust-
Ings in January last when he returned to the
3me constituency for re-election after ac-
tepting the office which he had the honer to
Rold, Having said this much with respect to

e rrinciple of the bill, he would at once pro-
Seed biiefly to notice some of the objections
Which had been 1aised to the manner in which

€ (the Attorney General) proposed to carry
Ut the principles that he had enuneciated. In
e first place exceptions had been taken to
e title of the bill, and it was contended that
title and the provisions did net agree, be~
“use the bill did rot make it imperative on

‘e diflerent counties to accept municipal in-
MRutions. On this subject he differed wide-
Y from the hon. and learned leader of the
%Pposition (Mr Ritchie), for however desira-

l_e the intraduction of those institutions
Might be, he (the Attorney Geaneral) was
“tisfied of one thing, that to force them on the
People, againat their consent, would turn into
R eurse what mizht otherwise be a blessing,
d for that reason he had left it optional with

18 people themselves to accept or reject the
rm of local self government sought to be

100,  The nextobjection to which he would
direct the attention of the hon. member was,
thag by the bill now before the commitiee,
€ narishes in the respeciive counties were
ot separate!y incorporated, and that in this
T%8pect the measure was a step backward.—
this was incorrect for two reasons. In the
".'“ place, although the biil vested in the mu.
ipal council to be elected under it8 provi.
¥ons the power to appoint parish and coun-
'Y officers, yet hon. members would at once
¢e that these councillors having themsclves
Ueriveq the antbority to make such appoint-
INents directly from the people, it amounted
terall to the same thing as if these cfiicers
en appoinied in the different parishes

¥ & direct vote of the rate-payers. In the
r8cond place, supposing it wds deemed desira-

® that instead of incorporating connties ap- {

Mying for municipal corporations, that every
%parate Pasish should be a corporation of it-
&, there couid surely be nothing toprevent
e introduction ot such a measure at a future
) e, and incorporating the counties in the
' place. Instead of retarding it the munict-
AUprinciple wonld be one step towaids the
complishment ot that which hon. members
;. ohad made the objection seemed to desire.
tie Bill which was before the committee

Va5 foungled principally on the bill establish-
g »

da

*®ueral) knew adrairably well, Its prinei-
Pal featyres were plain and simple. It vested
“"Eeenlire control of county affairs in an ;{le-t;.

Councii, and l"ovule-l that two ol these

.. » . . y - ! " s L
g municipal eorporations in Lower Cana- | ment of which he was a member.

2 - : s . |
s Which had been in operation fgr years, and

for it must be recollected that in every organ-
ic change, such as was proposed to be made
by this biil, circumstances would arise which
no one man could foresee, and if on the dis-
cussion of the different sections amendments
were proposed of which he (the Attorney Ge-
neral) couldapprove, he was ready and wil-
Jing to adopt them. Even in the British Par-
liament it had been found necessary again

and again to introduce amendments to mea-

sures proposed by the ministers of the day,
but when once the principle of a measuie
was established, no one ever dreamt of up-
setting a government on the details, and no
ministry ever were'so absurd as to promise
that all'the details of a measure involving in-
organic changes were perfect and capable of
Yeing amended. Those therefore who con-
tended ior the principle but condemned the
details, apperred to him to be more anxious
to eppose the government-than aid in carry-
ing out the principle of which they approved.
The opinion of hon. members, actua}ed bya
epirit of this kind, should be taken with some
grains of allowance, for although he (’..he At.
torney General) conld appreciate-a fair and
manly opposition, and could respect those
who opposed him on principle, yet he could
not appiove of captious objections to a mea-
sure which was acknowledged to be correct
in principle. This was however the kind of
opposition with which he expected 10 be met §
on the details of the bill now under counsider-
ation, and this was the kind of opposition
which he had already received from the hon.
and learned member from the County of St.
John.(Mr R.) and the other hon. and learned
member from the city, who approved of the
principle but appeared determined to oppose
the details,

Mr Needham—T certainly approve of the
principle of municipal incorporations, but 1

{ oppose that bill because that principle is not

in it. The Hon. Attoiney General must un-
derstand that he was opposed to the bill in
toto, and for the very reason that it contained
no principle.

The Attorney General now understood the
hon..and learned member, but a majority of

' the committee would pot agree with that hon

and learned member in thinking that the bill

. contained no principle ; it did contain a prin-

ciple, and a prineiple of which that hon. gen-

| tleman declared himseif in favor of, but it did

;’}‘ablishe(l by the measure under considera- | EHES

not force that principle upon the people of

this country unless a majority of them were .

willing to recciveit. The Hon Atrorney Ge-
neral then reviewed the speech of his hon,
colleague, {Mr Johnson) contending that
when in June last he (the Attorney General)
visited the County of Northumberlad, he
found that his hon. celleagne had been lectur-
ing on the subject of municipal corporations ;
but he found also that the minds of the people
were filled with the belief that all the misfor-
which had overtaken the county
were the result of bad legislation, He did

not say that this belief had been instilled jn- °

to their minds by those lectures, for he did not
hear anything of them.

Mr Johinson—* Nor did Isee any of your
private letters on that occasion.”

The Attorney General did not wish to be
interrupted by his hon. and learned colleague,
and if he would have the kindness to men-
tion what letter he alluled 1o, he shou)d have
a {ull explanation ; what he meanst to say
was this, that ideas such as he had mentioned
pievailed in the county. While on this sub-
ject he would allude to wwhat he then said to
bis constituents on the hustirga—that the late
Gavernment was politically dishonest. This
expression had been seized upon and made a
handle of on all occasions, proper and improp-
er, by the learned leader of the apposition,
(Mr Ritchie) and his hon. and learned col-
leagues, He (the Attorney Geneyal) had no
Wish to deny or retract that expression, but
every candid mind must admit that in using
that expression he had reference toa parti-
cular act which he had already explained
had been set at rest by the Colonial Secreta-
tary. [The Attorney General then went
throngh the bill, section by section.] He
would in eonclusion, briefly allude to the na.

ture of the opposition offered to the govern- |

Hon.

! F sy
i y memoers would recollect what he said on the
‘Mich had worked as far as he (the Attorney |

subject at the time when he first had the ho-

i nor of addressing the house, and announcing
| his own views and that of his colleagues in

¢ : g
“Ouncillors shoyld be chosen from each par:

i : :
S8 1t had beer. argued that the entire max-

i L :

h’:’*\c shouid be made eleciive, but in this

i, (the Attorney General) did not concur.
® would leave, the criminal juriadiction

- he‘.-e it was now vested, in the hands of the
::‘:“‘:ﬁs ot the Peace appointed by the Crm:'n
.“ca\l\ould give the entire management of the
“*al concerns {0 the elective officers chosen

Y the 1
v people.

He did net pretend to say
the present measure was a perfect one,

®

the government. He took office, not bound
to defend the acts of his predecessors, and
haying accepted pffice, he was obliged to re-
turn to his constituents for re-election. What
‘“’as then the course pursued by che hon. and
learned member from St. John ? (Mr Ritchie.)

. Scarcely was the speach from the throne read

“',he“' that hon. and learned member rose in
his place and moved a resolution of want of

i confidence in the government of which he

-{Y.he Altorney General) had ‘accepted the
leadership. There was he (the-Attorney Ge-
neral) stending by a pillar in the-lobby of the

House with his hands tied behind his back
and his mouth gagged, while the hon. and
learned member was on the floor of the House
and at full liberty to -attack the government,
while he (the Attorney General) eould not
utter a word in defence of himself or his col-
Jeagues. 1f the hon. and learned member from
St. John had no confidence in the late govern-
ment, how did it happen that he did not last
year move a vote of want of confidence in the
goveroment ?

Mr Ritchie—** Because I knew I could not
carry it.” !
The Attorney General continued, was this
the manly straight forward course of one op-
posing the acts ofa government on principle ?
He thought not, and if the hon. and leayned
leader of the opposition was of that opinion,
tie (the Attorney General) differed widely
from that hon. member.  Because he could
not then carry.a vote of want of confidence,
he wonld not move it, and why? He(the
Attoiney General) would tell the Honse why,
His predecessor in the office of Attoyney Ge-
neral was then on the floor of that House to
defend himself and his government; but when
that gentleman was elevated to the Bench,
and he (Mr Street) called upon to take his
place in the office of Attorney General, and in
the councils of the country, what did the hon.
and learned member do? Did he wait until
the leader of the Government had an opportu-
nity of appealing to his constituents, and of
taking his place on the floor of the house,
where he could defend himself? Not he. He
then moved a vote of want of confidence at
once, because he thought he could carry
it. It would cestainly bave been more
manly in the hon. member % have waited
until the result of a pending election had pla -
ced the leader nl'that government in a posi-
tion to defend himself. He however, did not
carry his resolution of want of confidence at
that time, but he had little doubt he would do
every thing in his power to embarrass the
measure now under discusgion. There was
two or three ways of opposing a measure ;
one was to attack the principle, as had been
done by the hon. and learned member for
Queen’s (Mr Earle) and il you fail in that,
then attack the details and make such altera-
' tions as will either destroy the bill altogether
in mittee, or render it inoperative should
it fs;i)\‘y pess into a Jaw. He was prepared
for opposition of this k'md in the present in-
stance, but he hoped his hon. and learned op
yonepts would not succeed in destroying the
" bill. The opposition of the other hon. and
Jlearned member from the city was also of an
extraordinary character. He was opposed to
the government out and out, let their mea-
sures be what they will,; and had electrifled
the house and galleries with his eloquent
bursts of indignation at the vileness and cor-
ruption of its members. Standing with his
hands in kis breeches pockets these bursts of
patriotism came thundering {rom the hon.and
Jearned member with an almost overpower-
ing effect. Kverything the government did
or tried to do, was wrong with that hon. and
Jearned member, and he was alraid they
would continue wrong so long as that hon.
member entertainad the opinions of the du-
ties of a goveinment which he had alveady
. enuneiated. There was little doubt that the
hon. member thought that were he in the go-
. vernment everything would be right.  He no
doubt thought that he (Mr Needham) would
make a better Attorney Geheral than the in-
dividual who now had the honor of holding
that office. (1 don’t doubt it in the least”
from Mr Needham, which was followed by
shouts of laughter from both sides of the
house.) The Attorney General said, that he
had not the slightest doubt that these were
the real opinions of the hon. and learned
member {rom the city, but he (the Attorney
General) would leave it for the country to
judge which of the two was better qualified
1o discharge the duties of the office.  After
again referving to the different sections of the
bill, the Attorney Geneyal coneluded by ask-
jng lor a fair field and no favor, and he would
not despair of carrying the bill through the
house in sucha manner as would produce
benefit to the country,
Mr Ritchie said that the hon. and learned
' Attorney General had digressed a good deal
from the subject before the commitiee, and
had gone Into something like personalities at
one time, and purely parish matters at aroc-
ther. He (M R.) thought the better way
was to clear up these little matters on the
spot, and as he had said so much about man-
Iy opposilion, there were some reminiscences
which he would bring to the hon and learned
Attorney General’s mind of the nature of the
opposition which that hon. member hmselt
offered to the government at the time when
they acted together in the opposition. He
had before him a file of the Head Quarters
newspaper, conlaining the report of the s‘peech
ofthe now hon. and learned Attorney Goner
“ al on the subject of the initiation of money
votes. (Here Mr Ritehie read s postion of

i the Report.) Would it be believed that last
year the hon.and learned member called upon
the members of the government to bring
down a measure for the surrender of the initi-
ation of money votes to the government, if it
was their belief that such a measure was for
the benefit of the country, and that if they
failed in carrying the measure; they should go
out of office—while the same hon. and learned
member comes down this year and tells the
House, as leader of the government, that this
was.a matter with which the government
could have nothing farther to do than simply
to express the willingness of its members to
take the initiation if 1t was offered 1o them.—
(Cries of “ hear, hear,” from the opposition.)
If it was the duty of the Government then to
bring down an initiatory measure, it was the
duty of the government still to bring down
that measure ; but it was not the duty of the
government to press the measure on the
house lest year, what then became of the
manliness of the opposition of the hon. and
learned Attorney General. The house would
see that the hon. and learned Attorney Gene-
ral did not then have g0 much consideration
for a manly opposition as he now claimed
for himself. This was not the only case in
which the hon. and learned Attorrney Gene-
ral had changed his opinions. In'the speech
in which he enunciated the views of his Go-
vernment, he emphatically stated, and he (Mzr:
R.) took down his words at the time, that he
was opposed to the Province becoming stock--
helder in any work of public improvement,
yet in the facility bill which had been introdu.-
ced the other day by the honorable Provincial
Secretary, that principie had been departed
from, and he and his government were wil-
ling that the Province should have an inter-
estin works of public utility, such as the
Enropean and North American Railway.—
With respect to the hon. and learned mem-
ber’s explanation of his having joined a Gaov-
ernment which he had recorded as politically
dishonest, it was but another proof that the
hon. and learned member had occassionally
changed his opinions. When the office of
Attomey General and the six hundred pounds.
a year were placed in the scales against the
political dishonesty of the members of the late
government-—with some of whom he wag
now acting—the honor of being leader of the
government, and the power and emoluments
of office kicked the besra.  These remarks
would not apply to some of the hon. Attor-
ney General’s colleagues. The hon. member
from Nortbumberland (hon. Mr Rankin) had
always been opposed to the measure “which
the present Attorney General when out of
office condemned as politically dishonest. But
the other hon. member of the government, he
meant the Departmental member, (Hon., Mt
Paitelow ), supported the measuse for the im-
mediate reduction of the salaries of the Judg.
es, but when power, and office, and emola-
ment were offered by the Departmental mem-
ber, and what remained of his government,
the Attorney General was ready after some
hesitation, and after some stipnlations, to
throw himsell into their arms. The Depart-
mental member felt inall probability, that he
wanted the assistance of the hon. the Attor-
ney General, and the hon. the Atiorney Gen-
eral felt in all probability, that to be Leader of+
a government in that branch of the Legisia.
ture, with the honor of being her Majesty’s
Attorney General, and six hundred pounds
per annum to boot, was not a very bad sort of
a thing, and so the matter was settled to the
mutual satistaction no doubt, of all the par-
ties concerned, The printed pohuc’a! dishon-
esty was (orgotten, the manly opposition ceas-
ed,and there was his hon. and learned friead,
who formerly sometimes fought shoulder to
shoulder wit{x him (Mr Ritchie) against the
Government of the day, now acting with, and
claiming to be leader of that very government
{ which he had ()();)059'] and not or\:ly m his
"place in the house, but on the hustings-in higy
own county, and in the 71{bhshed address 1o
| bis own constituents. - What was meant by
'a leader of e government or leader of an oppo-
{ sition he could clearly comprehend, but g5
!the hon. Attorney General applied the term
I to himself on sgveml occasions, he thonght it
was notunparliamentary to use the authority
which the hot.and learned member had him-
self furnished  He thought that he (Mr R.)
had already said_enough 1o show (he house
that the opposition of the Attorney General
had not always been so maaly as he would
wish the howse 10 suppose it had been,” That
that hon. member’s opiniong like the opinions
of other hon. members did sometimes undergo
a modification, and even g change ; for on
the subject of the Rajlway he avowed one
set of opinions, and by the act of one of his
colleagues in. the government, repudiated
them within a montt,, The couvsistency of
the hon. member was not more conspicucus
than thatof others, and he had shifted his po-
sitton to suit the temper of the house, In a
few words the hon. leader of the government

had launched bis ship with those. whos e '




