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~~ PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE. 

We have devoted considerable space to-day 
10 Legislative matters. Among our extiacts 
Will be found the speeches (f Messrs. Street, 
Ritchie, Johnson, Williston and Gordon, on 
the subject of Municipal Corporations. Our 
tsaders will therefore be able to form a pretty 
'mect jdea whether those pledges they 
heard so lavishly on the hustings by some of 

parties, have been fulfilled. We per- 

“eive the Government is succeeding in carry- 
Ig this bill through, notwithstanding the 
Wirited opposition the liberal members have 
"made against its numerous imperfections.— 
¥hould the bill pass in its present shape, it 

¥ill remain a dead letter, for those parties 
¥bo are desirous of necessary reforms, and 
tlaim the privilege of managing their own lo- 
“al affairs, will not accept it. 

Next week we shall publish some of the 

tes on the European and North Ameri- 
an, and Saint Andrew’s Railroad Facility 

ills. We perzeive the Council have passed 
those bills without a division. There 
been a most extraordinary change in the 

“Minions of more than one of our members 
Yince they left home, on the utility of those 
Measures, The atmosphere of Fredericton 
Must possess most wonderful influence,” for 
" changes the complexion of men's expressed 

"ions in a wonderful short space of time. 

We publish the Revenue Bill. It appears 
have been framed to suit the region of St. 

hn, and consequently will bear heavily on 
inhabitants on this side of the Province. 

Since the above was put in type, we ob- 
the following communication from a 

espondent. We are glad to perceive that 
Opposition has succeeded in their efforts 

“put the Municipal Corporation Bill into 
acceptable shape. Itstill requires consid- 
®1able alterations to make it palatable. 

Frepericton, March 26, 1851. 

ore Sir,—Since I last wrote, the House 
3 Assembly has been busily engaged on ma- 
Re Tportant measures, and much important 

hess has been transacted, althouch little: 
tan be done before 12 o'clock in the day, in 
ing equence of the Scrutiny Committees be- 
8 engaged up to that hour. The European 
x North American Railway Facility Bill 

M9 passed the House and Legislative Coun." 
i the majority in the Assembly was over- 

*helning, 27 to 5. All your members voted 
I the majarity. The St. Andrews and Que- 
€ Railway Bill has also passed the House, 
twith a smaller majority. Three of your 

to the second section, that the Parishes should 
elect their Officers, and a Council to transact 
all parochial affairs, and that the rate payers 
should have the paws to tax Fag them-- 
selves, by majority, for parochial purposcs 
(such Ft. 3 en es) and that the Coun-- 

cillors so elected should meet at the County 
Court House twice a year, to manage the 
County affairs. This would enable each Pa- 
rish to govern itself locally, without the inter- 
ference of other parishes or interests, and 
prevent three or four as combining to 
rule others, in which they have no interest. 
This amendment was opposed by the Attor- 
rey General and Government, and your mem- 
bers votes as usual, three to one. 

Yesterday the House went into Committee 
of Supply, and the School appropriations pas- 
sed as recommended by the School Commit- 
tee. Friday is fixed for Supply again. y 
The School Bill bas not yet been commit. 

ted, and when it is, I have no idea what will 
be its fate. One thing is certain, that is, ifit 
receives the sanction of the House. it will not 
satisfy the people, or make any adequate 
provision for the wants of the country. I 
admit this is no easy subject to deal with, and 
that direct taxation, though the true system, 
cannot with propriety be forced upon the peo: 
ple immediately. Taxation is one of the mea- 
sures which will be last sanctioned, even by 
reformers, because it is difficult to persnade 
mankind that a direct payment of money is 
at once more equitable in its nature—more 
effective in carrying out the objects of all 
taxation, and less expensive to the poor set- 
tlers, It 1s a measure which ean only be well 
carried out when the public mind is fully 
prepared, and then they will ask for it. Mu- 
nicipal Corporations will at once prepare 
them for it, and give them the means of dis- 
cussing its merits, and testing public opinion 
by the voice of majorities. A 
A good deal is said in the publie prints 

about the length of the present session ; but 
I do not think sufficient allowance is made 
for the great political questions and constitu- 
tional changes proposed. These are greater 
in number and importance than introduced 
at any former session; and though more 
time is spent in talk than could be wished, 
‘et it is important that every change should 
be well distussed before its adoption or rejec- 
tion ; and it is generally found that those 
members who declaim most against long 
speeches, talk most and say least on almost 

| every question. Some members who are ac- 
{ quainted with the theory of our constitution, 
and can judge accurately of measures and 
{ their practical results, would not be doing 
their duty by remaining silent ; and others; 
| who dread all changes, and are opposed to 
| what they term innavations, deem it necessa- 
ry to warn reformers of dangers in advance. 

{ {n short, we have Railioad men, who wish ns 
' toadvance physically and politically by steam, 
| and the snail-going, old school men, who des- 
| pise any rapid progression in or through the 
| eountry. One class ate continually tugging 
{din the political traces, another as constantly 

bers yoted for. it, and Johnson agaist it, holding back in thé bieeching, and a third, 
ill to grant a loan by Provincial Deben- 

res to the City of Fredericton, of £12,000, 
10 years, to enable the sufterers by the 

late fire to rebuild with brick or stone, pas- 
'*d the House, and was read as engrossed to- 
“3. On this Bill also your members voted 
I the St. Andrews Railway Bil), 3 to L 
be Manicipal Bill has beer twice com- 

Bitte sipce I last wrote, and today consid- 
progress was made in it. Needham 

{loved that the Bill should go into operation 
tall the Counties, unless at a County meet- 
"8 it should be determined not to take it, 
_ dividing the House he and Johnson 
thar supported the motion. Johnson moved 
A t the qualification of a Councillor should 
“on instead of three hundred pounds, real 

e, 

Mately fixed at £150. The qualification of 
oy dora 1s fixed on rate payers on property. 
fo foming to the 7th section, which provides 

f the election of Councillors, Johnson mov. 
ht An amendment to strike out the section, 
the Miroduce another, which provided that 
beg A €Ction should be by ballot, and prescri- 

mode of taking the ballot, &c. There ! 
*a8 myep Hiscussion npon the amendment, 

It was ultimately adopted by a respecta- 

Kin Yoling against, and Williston and Johnson, 
Mh the Provincial Secretary, for it. The 

mi Section was also amended $0 as to ad- 
wd rale payers on property in the Parish 

wo Ote. Other alterations of less magnitude 
°'¢ made, such as providing that the rate 

thors should chose their own chairman, that 
& Council should only meet twice a year, 

he 18th section stands next for consid- 
This" will be altogether changed, 

Migs cliuse introduced to provide that all 
Prey officers should be elected under the 
Cop. t parish act, and not appointed by the 
it ywCillors, I say this will be done, because 
the S much spoken of in debate to-day, and 
Parey Horney General stated that he was pre- 

‘0 consent to it. There is, however, no 

ray , on 

oe 
by Bera} party (called the opposition, and 
an Sad called the factious opposition) are 
the 8 to make the Bill what they think 
laggy, SONUY require, it is nevertheless like 
ang, fawing to obtain the requisite changes, 

ess it can be put in working order, it 
toc Mihi out ; and [think this will be 

Torey, than to disgust the people by sending 

Moy, d Bill Jo give the death-blow to. the 
Daj nent. There ig no doubt bot Munici- 
thig co Porations are absolutely necessary in 

thig o o0iry, 2nd just as little doubt that at f the ext Session, they will be estab- 

op Law. When the Bill was commit 
4 Monday , Ritchie moved in amendgient 

» 

hig, 

led “lb 

This was lost, and the amount ulti. | 

Majority, the Attarney General and Ran.) 

Muty that the Bill will pass ; for white | 

who being doubtful, are content to remain 
! quietly in the legislative vehicle, and take 
| their chance whether it be dragged forward 
or pushed back. These latter persons will’ 

"ere long have to decide, bécavse unless the 
| lend a hand 10 pull the car ahead, they wil 
: assuredly be thrown off to lighten the load. 

Thursday Evening, 21th Murch.—Since wri- 
ting the above, the Municipal Bill hus been 
again committed, and agresd to with number- 

less amendments. The Bill is by no means 
what it should be, but is at least 200 per cent, 
better than brought in by the Government. 
Itis, in fact,a different creature, bearing no 
affinity or relationship to the printed Bill in 
troduced. The one confined the election of 

_ councillors ta land holders, and house holders, 
who voted viva voce ; the Councillors requi- 
red real estate to the amount of three hun. 
dred pounds ; the appointment of parish of- 
ficers was vested in the. Councillors ; the 
Councillors had ap to assess the different 
parishes for local. purposes; and also to ap- 
point a County Surveyor, who should report 

all necessary work, and whose interest it 
would be to: ereate work. The present bill 
gives the right to vote toall rate payers on 
Property, who elect the councillors and all Pa- 
vish Officers. by ballot. The qualification of 
a Councillor is only one hundred and fifty 
pounds, end they are to remain in office ene 
year ; they cannot assess for parish purpo- 
ses un'ess with the consent of the parish 
Councillors, The Attorney General intro- 
duced several amendments” himself, havirig 

| ascertained the tone of the house. It really 
appears that this measure has been forced 
fom the Government. You know what en- 
mily both members of the Government from 
YOur quarter have ever manifested to popular 
reform, and self-government in particular; 
and I believe they have now given just as 
little of 1t ag they found necessaryto carry the 
Bill through, They would have manifested 
more skill had they measured the amount be- 
fore miroducing the Bill. and not proceeded 

| stepby step, estimating by ofie day’s discus- 
| ston what would be necessary for the next. 
They have succeeded with ill grace. 

I stated at she beginning of this session 
that all popular measures obtained from this 
Government would be the result of fear, and 
not the gift of a free.will offering at the altar 
of popularity. T look upor the changes sub- 
miited in the fundamental and vital principles 
of this Bill, aso complete denial of Respon- 
he Government by our present adminstra- 
won.’ 0 I admit that changes in details might 
fairly have been submitted to; but I deny 
that the Government ean bring down a mea- 
sure in ‘the shape of a mere night to elect 
Goureld’ors, and which took from the people 

the right to elect parish officers, and then 
not only submit not only to that right being 
retained, but extended to all parish offices ; 
a Bill which confined the franchise to land 
and house-holders, and then, not only submit 
10 an extension of that franchise, but the intro- 
duction of an entirely new principle, viz :— 
the vote by Ballot. 3 
security of popular rights and liberal privile- 
ges, as dereniing not upon the strength but 
the weakness of the present Government. * 

TELEscorz. 

: ' Frepericron, 28th March, 1851. 
James ‘A, Pierce, : 

D'Sir,—T beg to call your attention to a 
- communication in your Gleaner under date of 
the 17th March Inst. under the signature of 
Sentinel, all 1 wish is to deny the account 
given by the author of the way I Voted on 
that Question, Your Correspondent’s Letters 
are of A piece, as to the Vote it was on the 
Government Measure asking for, an authority 
to Call Witnesses before a Commission to 
Enable the Government to, bring in a Law 
Reform Measure, the Vote was taken to Re- 
port progress, and I rose on the Question, 
with others, and while the Clerk was taking 
the Question, I sat down, and was talking 
with Mr Tilley—but It appeared I had sat 
down before my name had been taken down, 

| and when the Names was Read over I ap- 

| peared as a Nay, when I had Voted as a Yea, 
and the Mistake was corrected, as is usual 

and of frequent occurrence—the whole of 
which can be known by reference to Mr Til- 
ley, who remembers what took place. #* * 

Yours truly, 
J. T. WILLISTON. 

We publish the above in justice to Mr 
Williston, The communication atluded to, 
was written by a gentleman residing in® Fre- 
dericton, whe will no doubt be able to ex- 
plain the matter. It appears to us gpmewhat 
strange, that if the Clerk made any mistake 
in recording Mr Williston’s vote, that gentle. 
man did not take the proper means to rectify 
the error when the Journals of that day were 

read on the following morning. We have 

omitted the latter part of Mr W.’s letter, as it 
is entirely uncalled for. Mr Williston’s votes, 
"as recorded on the Journals, will shew whether 

our correspondent’s letters “teem with false- 
hoods” with reference to him. They cannot, 
however, be move.at variance with truth than 
Mr Ws declarations in his Card and on the 

hustings, and his speeches and acts in the 
Legislature. As a proof that we are not alone 
in this opinion, we copy the following from 

the proceedings of the House on the 24th in- 
stant. The subject under discussion was the 
Municipal Corporation Bill: — 

My. Williston vated the supporters of the 
amendment just passed as * factions’, doing 
every thing with a view to put down the Go- 
vernment. - If he was a member of the Go- 
vermnent he wonld stand there like a stone 
rather than be put down by anv such means. 

Mr. Ritchie would ask the hon. member if 
he knew what a servile supporter of the Go: 
vernment meant, and if he did not think the 
position was much less honorable than that of 
one in theopposition—and the worst kind of 
servile supporters. was one who had pledged 
himself to ithe gontrary to his constituents 
and had. deceived'them. (Much laughter.) 
Mr Williston denied having pledged himself 

| 
| 

to oppose the. Government, 

On the 22nd Me Williston succeeded in ful 

filling one of his engagements, He brought in 
his bill, * enacting that all payments for La- 

bor shall be made in money.” : 

ciety, —1he following is 1 correct list of the 
prizes awarded by this Society at their Show 
of Grains, &c., on the 24th of January last :— 

James Patterson, best White Wheat, 
John Atkinson, 2nd. do. - do." J 
Wm. Bell, (Mason,) best Red do. 
Bozil White, 2nd do. do. 
Elier Babinot, best Oats. 
Wm. Saunders, 2nd do, 
Peter, Voteur, best Burley. 
Martin Flanagan, best Peage - 
John Potter, bést Clover Seed. 
Bozil White, best Timothy Seed. 
Win. Bell. (mason) best Butter. 
Mrs. Gregan, 2nd do. do. 
Peter Voter, best all Wool twilled Home. 

spun. 

Peter Voteur, best Cotton 
Homespun. 

Simon Jotnstone, best Cotton and Wool 
twilled Homespun, 

John Potter, best White Flannel, 
Peter Voteur, best Straw Bonnets, 
Joseph Myres, best Stjaw Hats. 

Vat. 8. Caig, Secretary, 
ro 

Caxsva—Our exchanges report that the 
new Postage Law was to go into operation 
on the 8th April. The Head Quarters of the 
Depurtment £s to be transteried to Toronto 

« Mr Stayner, formerly Postmaster General, 
i has issued the follow iy, 0 f 

masters throdghout ths p 

~ 

and Wool plain 

rovinge :— 
* In taking leave of an Establishment over | bs prepared e 

which hehas presided fur nearly a quarter of 
a century, the Deputy, Post” Master General 

“owes it as’ wel 10 big own feelings as to the 
meriiz ol/those from whom he is about to be 

i 

n short, I look upon the 

: County Kryr.— Carleton Agricultural So. | 

| 

g circular to the Post- | 

separated, to express his heartfelt acknow. 
ledgments for the zealous and efficient sup- 
port received from his associates throughout 
an official connection—extending in the cage - 
of some of them (though indeed but a few 
over the whole of the lengthened period allud. 
ed to. It is a satisfaction to the Deputy 
Post Master General to know, that in relin. 
quishing his charge to a new Administration, 
he presentsit in an effective ‘and a thriving 
state. The Post Office improvements in Ca- 
‘nada, it is believed, have fully kept pace with 
the growth of the country during the years 
adverted to. In that period the increase in 
number of offices, amount of revenue, and 
number of miles annually travelled by the * 
mails, is more than six hundred per cent ! a 
measure of progress not exceeded by any Pub. 
lie Institution within the Province, 

; Tue RatLroan.—The following gratify 
ing piece of news was received by ve in a 
Postscript to our Fredericton Correspon- 
dent's Letter : Free 
“Telegraphic Despatch to-night—the Bri- 

tish Government have consented to guaran” tee the whole amount for the Halifax and Sugar Railroad at 3} per cent,—This is cer ain, 
By the mail to-day we shall learn the pare 

ticnlars. : 
. 

Provincrat AproIiNTMENTS Joh ~~ John Mec Kenna to be a Coroner for the County of Gloucester, in the room of Dr. Gordon, re- signed. ; Henry Livingston to be a Coroner fi 5 County of Westmorland.— Royal Gazette, ire 

Marriages. 
At Saint John’s Church, Chatham, on the 

26th instant, by the Rev. John McCurdy, Mr. 
James M. OLHAUPTER, merchant, Ba- 
thurst, to Miss ALexanprina R, Tromsox, 
youngest daughter of the late Rev. James 
Thomson of this place. i" 

The above notice was accompanied by a 
tremendons junk —a regular whopper—of 
beantifully-ornamented Cake,for whieh % Bob” 
and the devil return their thanks, and “ hope 
for many returns of the season.” 

¢ Shakespeare.” 

At New Bandon, on Friday the 7th inst, . 
by the Rev. George Macdonnell, Mr Mar- 
THEW PARROTT, to Miss FRANCES JANE, 
youngest daughter of Mr Robert P. Hickson. 

DEATHS. 
At Caraquet, on the 19th March, Mr Jorn 
TONET, aged eighty years and seventy two 

days ; well known and much respected by those for whom he transacted business as a 
commission merchant, and by the public in 
general. d 

AMATEUR PERFORMANCE - 
AGAIN! : 

MORTON'S CELEBRATED COMEDY 
or 

. “The Road to Ruin,” 
Will be performed in the large Temperance 
Building now in course of erection, near the 
residence of John M. Johnson, 
Chatham, on the evening of | 

WEDNESDAY, the 2nd APRIL, 
At half past 7 o'clock. The PLAY will 
followed by COLMAN’S amusing hag 

“Polly Honeycomb.” 
Tickets to be had at the stores of Messrs. Johnson & Mackie, Alex. Loudoun, and C. L. 

Hawbolt, in Chatham ; of Mr Alex, Morrison, Douglastown ; and of Messis. Pp, Mitchell, - 
Jun., and Jonathan Crane, Newcastle, : Price—front seats 2s, back seals. Chi 
dren admitted at half price, 

Chathad; March 29, 1851. 

FOR SALE 
A small compact FARM, of about thirty 

five acres, with a suitable House, Barn, 
and a large and well-stocked Garden. The 
Farm is all Fenced in, for:the most part 
cleared and well watered, being bounded on 
one side by Oxford's Brook, and desirably si- 
tuate within one mile and a half of Newcas. 

tle, on the Chaplin Island Road, known as 
“ Benson's Lot," and lately in the possession 
of Bryen O' Donnell. CE TT TH 

The - Farm will be sold on very reasonable 
terms, either for Cash or by Instalments, 
Apply to Mr. SIEVEWRIGHT, Grammar 

School, Newcastle, or the Proprietor at (pe 
Farm, 
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5 
i 

Jun, Esq), ° 

next, until the = 

| 9 

/ 

/ 


