8

P =N .

3

B¢
-
¢
0
%

e
3

ly

WM T -PTitg T T

A

AND NORT

e

i GLEA

HUMBERLAND, KENT, GLOUCESTER

AND RESTIGOUCHE
COMUERCIAL ARD AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL |

Oup $xxins)

<

Nee arancarum sane textus ideo melior, quia ex se fila gugnunt, nec noster vilior quia ex alienis libamus up apes,

[ComprIsED 13 VoLuMES

—

New Serics, Vol. L.

Miramichi, Monday Evening, :Ma.rqh 10, 1851

No. 20.

=
 LEGISLATIVE NEWS.

8

¥

R

£

! NEW BRUNSWICK.

. Housk or Assembry, Feb. 25.
MR. STREET’S SPEECH.

Mr StrzeT rose and said, that he felt it
Ve to the House and to the country to take
the firgt opportunity which presented itself,
*I8iving an exposition of his own views and
088 of the Government of which he was
e leader, on such measures as ‘he and his
Colleagues thought it necessary to introduce
9 the well being of the people of this Pro-
Vince. He also thought itdue to the House
1o the country at once to explain the rea-
fons which had induced him (M: Sirect) to
in the present administration; and accept
office of her Majesty’s Attorney General.
the first place he would say that he had
rappointed to the high office which he
en held without any solicitation on his part.
e days before he had been appointed to

¥ office of Attorney General, he had not
Ad the remotest idea of being ealled upon
9 3ccept a seat at the Executive Countil
ard, and he would briefly state the circum-
Aces under which he had been eailed upon
n‘ﬂte ofiice, and the principles upon which
Consented to take that office, and become

® leader of the present administration.—

E"ly in January he was unexpectedly sent
by His Excellency the Lieutenant Gover-
Ror ap, apprized of a vacancy having occur-

Yed in the office of Attorney Genleral, by the
Sleetion of his predecessor (now Judge Wil-
E t) to the Bench, and at this interview His
Xcellency ‘tendered him the vacant office
Ith a seat at the Executive Council Board.
Before he accepted this offer, he thought it
® 10. His Excellency and to his colleagues

' the Government, to the country and to
Imsell, (o explain the views' which he (Mr
lreet) entertained ; forifhe was to accept
ce ut the sacrifice of principle, he would
Yy‘at ence let the office o, and he (Mr
s"&'et) would hold on to the principle. - He
A given expression to ceitain opinions on

¢ floor of that House, and to his constituents

Northumbierland, and before be coull take
te and join his colleagues in the Goveru-
"Rtit was necessary for him cavelully te
“{nsider how far those opinions conflicted
With the policy ofthe administration of which
he Was about to become a member. He was
#Otone of those who was incapable of chang-
lng Lis opinion, but he would say this, that
Ving once deliberately formed an opinion
;’“ any subject it was not to be shaken un-
b OV such arguments as would convince
““n that the opinion so formed was errone-
US. " Guided by this principle, he felt him-
%I ealled upoun to biing the subject of the
sduction ot salaries under the notice of His
';"Cellency the Lieut. Goverior, as that mea-
q ™ had been brought down with the sanction
Some of his present colleagues in the Gov-

Mment, and he (Mr Strect) felt that to take |

iy e with opinions differing so widely from
%e expresscd by his predecessor in office,
g“.“ld leave him open to the chaige of sacri-
'e“"g principle for the love of power and the
L‘?‘°llunents of office. He frankly told the
l€utenant Governor that on this point he
}; ered (rom some of his former advisers.—
® Was then for the firsttime shewn a Des-
Yaleh jrom Earl Grey onthe subject of the
¥eductioy of Judicial salaries, which confirm-
*the views which he (Mr Street) had for-
“tly expressed, and removed any embarrass.
Ment which he might otherwise have felt in
]oln‘ng those who . were now advisers ol the
.Q“Geu’s Representative. That despatch con-
]:med every point which he (Mr Street). bad
,:: Year urged op the attention of the House,
1'ei|( although he was then in the minority, hf:
re dlisfied that the views which he then ex-
m?s“*d were correct, ‘and that whatever
co‘;‘;“ tor the country would s.anc'ti(m what
R d be considered both on this side of the
ﬁm“mll', and on the other,a breach ofpublfc
%y As that matter had been set at rest,
tio, it farther due to the Lieutenant Gover-
he (;’fx‘plam the leading principles by which
tor thr Street) would be guided in his anv;qe
SOy, e adn‘mnslrul‘lon' of the aﬂn}l! of 1!.15.
“‘Osery' _ These principles were (he same as
enyg . Which he had put forth to his constitu-
elag, 8 Northumberland previous to the last
erlo“, an election by which he had but the
Ran; ay been returned, he might say, by the
”a:":(’us consent of the people of .\o‘rthun.)-
i . In that card he said to the Electors
"““en.e had previonsly stated to His Iix-
Wo ]‘Y the Lieutenaut Governor, and he
fiay gy read a portion of the printed address,
thig + '€1e might be vo misunderstanding ot
fol} pf’"“- ‘Lhie hon member then read as
Ows
Dre le?up'"en{ing myselfto your notice, in my
! capacity, I think it due to you and 1o
110 state ‘the leading priociples upon

'

8B be done prospectively, neither the |

; which T have taken office. especially as
. efforts have been made by some of the pe-
' yiodicals of the day to impress upon the
i public mind that Iam an obst:uctive, oppes-
. ed to the improvement of the Province and to
( advancement with the times, than which
! nothing can be more incorrect, and for arefa-
tation of such aspersions, for I can call them
nothimg short of that, I have only_ to appeal to
your own knowledze of my publie career.

“ Gentlernen, I am, and have always been,
in favor of encournging, by every mweans in
my power, Agrieulture, Domestic . Manufac-
tures, and the internal improvement of the
country ; inlevest, inclination,and duty com-
bine in leading me to this.

(- *Iam in favor of Reciprocal Trade with
"the United States and other foreign coun-
tries.”

The agricultural interest was one of vital
importance to the prosperity ot this country,

But upun the best means of encouraging ags-
culture, a_vaiiety of opinions exist. Some-
thing had been already done by the establish-
ment ot Agriculiural Socieiies but something
more was required to be done which legish-
tion could notreach, He was oue dt those

| who thought that the best way of encoutaging
agriculfure was to ereate a Cifferent state of
feeling in the rural districts of the country.—

T'o make the farmer proud of his employment
and teach him that tilling the fine soil of this
noble Province was one of the most honorable
as well as one'of the most uselul empl(l?'-
ments in which he coculd be engaged. e
was sory to be obliged to admit that in the
yural diswict  in many parts of the country,
that high state of rooral feeling which made
the farmer proud to eat only that which grew

! on his own land, and wear that which was
manufactured at bome, was too much disre-
garded. A better system of rural economy
must be introduced befoie the agriculturel in-
terests of this Provirce could be mised to
that high standard which an interest of such
vital importance te the well being and pros-
perity of the country ought to occupy. The
cause of this apathy, on the part of many of
those residing i the rural districts, to the im-
portance of culfivating the soil, wus easily
plained. The lumber tiade was at the bot-
tom of the evil. It was well known that
when the lumber trade was prosperous the
farmer, tempted by the love of money, was, in
many cases, apt to think that the cultivation
of the soil was a slow method of getting rich,
and consequently embarked in a business
which, in the end, too often resulted in losing
him bis farm and unfitting him for ever again
becoming a good agriculturist. Let hon.
members look 1ouad in their respective coun-
ties and se¢ifthe picture which be had drawn
was 100 highly eolored. Those farmers who
stuck to the soil and refused to be allured
fiom their ordinary avocations by the hope of
speedily gl‘()\\'il\i',ll":‘.l,‘\\'L'Hf almost invaria-
bly suceessul in securing a comfortable liv-

i ing, and often became independent in their

cireumstances, while those who fellowed the
l'opposite course were, in nine cases out of ten,
ruined, and many of them had 1o Jeave the
country. The tade at best was hazardous,

' and for one that succeeded in successlully
prosecuting the export of lumber from this

! eountry, ten failed, and when a sudden revul-
sion took place, those depending on them fil-

i ed also. Let them look for a moment at.the
effects of the depression of the lumber trade

| In 1847, 48 and *49. The distress ai.d alarm

i which that depression created was fresh in

, the minds of hon. members. People left the

! eountry in shoals, disheartened and ruined, to

{ seek a'livelihoodin some other land, and ma-~"

; ny, very many would be glad to return and

t cultivate the soi} which they had left, were it
not that the effects of those disastrous years
s still banging over their heads, in the shape

| of unpaid debts, which they have not the
means to liquidate.  With. these views he

Was not prepared to say that the Government
would bring in any specific measure for the
advancement of agriculture during the pre-
sent Session, but he could assure hon. mem-
bers that he and his colleagues -would most
cheerfully aid, by every meaus in their power,
I eslablishing a higher tone of feeling, with
respect to agriculture, and assist the societies
which are already in operation in carrying
out any measure which would tend to ad-
vance the interests of the rural districts of
this coantry, Domestic Manulactures was
anoter point to which he had directed the
attention of his constituents. He (Mr Street)
had been always ready, and always would be
ready 10 aiford what “assistance was in his
power for the encouragement of domestic
manufictures, Internal improvements had
also bech mentioned, and here he would ex-
piain what he (Me Street) naderstood by in-

ternal improvements. He knew of no better

j way olimproving the country than by mak-

{ing a road to the poor man’s door, who had

| taken his axe on his shoulder and gone into
the wilderness to hew himselt out a farm.—

What greater ‘benefit could they confer on
such a man who wés the pioneer offciviliza-
tion, than by giving him a road by which he

could reach the market town—by which he |

could send his thildren 10 school, and by
which he'and his family could go toa place
of public worship ‘on the Loids day. Whe
would withhold from such a man the little
bye road grant which enabled him to do this?
This was internal improvement of the most
valuable description ; for whatever other pub-
lic works might be decmed necessary, there
could be no yuestion that the road leading to
the door of those who made the country was
one kind of internal improvement which no
prudent government would sacrifice 1o any
other. Recipiocal Trade with the United
States was anotker topic which he had
brought before his eonstituents.  He was in
favor of reciprocal trade with that country,
provided they could persuade the Americans
to reciprocate with them on terms which, as

| British.subjects, they could accept without '

humiliation ; but he was afaid this would
not be the case. He recollected travelling on
board a steamer with a citizen of Maine, at
the time when his predecessor—now Judge
Wilinot—was on Lis way to Washington, ou

the subject of the proposed Reciprocity. The

conversation turned on the probability of
Congress acceding to the proposed arrange-
ment, when the gentleman from Maine, to
whom he alluded, said ** Mr Street, we will
never reciprocate with your country until
you first =ede the free navigation ol the River
Saing John, and pay us back every shilling of
| the export daty which you have collected on
four lumber” “He (Mr8.) believed that there
i did a hard feeling ex_ist in Muine on both these
; points, and it was his opinion that until both
these be conceded, the whole weight of the
| State of Maine would be thrown against the
. Reciprocity bill in Congress. It'had been al-
“Jeged that Mr Hincks, who had lately been at
Washington on this subject, was negoclating
for Canadaand Canada ulgne. He (Mr 8.)
| believed, however, that this was incorrect,
“and fromn some information which he had
lately had on this subject, he had reason to
_ believe that whatever was given to Canada,
wouldylsa be given 1o the lower Colonies.
' He feared, however, that nothing would be
done, but as the matter was still a subject of
- negotiation he would say nothing further on
the point.  Failing in this negotiation there
"was a kind of reciprocity to which he would
be willing to give his assent. If the Ameri.
I ¢cans will not reciprocate with these Provin-
ces 1 one way they should be prepared to re-
ciprocate with the Amerieans in another. He
would meet them on the threshhold of this
| Province with tne thirty and forty per cent.
! duties, with which they met the people of
{ this country, (cries of hear, hear, from all
sides of the House). That was a kind of re-
ciprocity which might ereate inconvenience
and privation among the people of this coun-
try, but in the end good woull come out of
it. 'L'he people then would learn to eat the
bread they grew, or grow the bread they wish-
ed o euat, and eventually the people
would do that for themselves, which the peo-
ple of the United States now do ftor thém,—
['he inbabitants of this country were not de-
ficientin talent, in energy, nor in industry.
‘I'hey had a good country which produced all
that was necessary for the comfort of its in-
habitants, which could be pioduced in the
neighboring States, and he saw no reason
whatever. why they should hg dependent on
their neighbors for bread. At a time when
misfortunes seemed. 'to be gathering fastest
round a country, an all-wise Providence fre-
quently turned the evils of which the peaple
compilained into the greatest blessing. Even
the misfortunes in the lumber trade, to which
he had alluded, had been the means of produc-
ing permanent good, by forcing the people to
turn their attention to the cultivation of the
soi) of the Provinee, and last year the country
has been blessed with an abundant harvest,
True, money was scarce, but if the peopla
generally had not much money they had what
was money’s worth, they had abundance of
the necessaries of life, Pending however the
negotiations with the United States Govern-
ment, the Government of this country would
| not be prepared to bring down measures on
| the subject of tinde, stich as he had already
‘alluded to.. Retrenchment was the next sub-
ject which he brought under the notice of
' his constituents, and he would read what bhe
! said on that subject, (here the hon. member
| read as follows):
i “Ilamalsoin favor of re:renchment and
| the most rigid economy ir the administra-
| tion of the affairs of the Province, as far as
| it is consislent with good faith and & due
| regard to the public seryice.¥
He bad always beey nn advocate for the
| strictest economy in the disposal of the pub-
lie funds, but while he avowed himself in fa-
; vor ol ml‘ren':hment, where retrenchment
{ could be effected without a breach of public
'faith, he was not one of shose who would sul-

ly the character of the Province, and injure
i1s credit by breaking faith with the Home
Government, or with the servants of the pub-
lie. A single act of this description wonld
have the the effect of lowering the Province
i not only in the estimation of the parent state,

but in the eyes of foreign nations. It was
well knqwn that capitalists would not en-
trust their money in any country whose pub-
{ lic faith had ‘been once pledged and after-
wards broken, and if ever any great public
work was undertaken. it could only be ac-
complished by the intro uckh'on of capital
from ahrond, and such capital would only be
lent on the assurance that it was in the hands
of those who serupuifously fulfilled their pub-
lic engagements.  On this principle he had
acted last year, and on this principle he was.
! prepared to act again. He was not one of
 those who thought that under paid_officers
i would serve the country best. v Ritchie—
“ norover paid either,”

He (Mr Street) agireed with the hon. and
Jearned member, * nor over paid either,”™ buc
in the languge of that hon. member himself,
i he was for giving a fair day’s wages for a fair
" day’s work, and no more, and he believed that
"'was the right principle to go upon. The
next subject to which he would call the at-
tention of the House, was that of Municipal

Corporations, and on this subject he would
read what he had said to his constituents.

*“ Tam in favor of Municipal Corporations,
in other words, of allowing the people of the
respective counties, the privilege of manag-
ing their own affairs, whenever .they wished
£0 10 do.”

. While he was perfectly willing to give these:
institutions to the country, he would warn
hon. members to beware how they atlempted
to force them on the country, for however de-
sirable such municipalities might be, if you
force them on the country before the people

are prepared for them, they would prove a
curse instead of a blessing.. , He would there-
fore be prepared with a bill eontainingall the
necessarymachinery for working out the sys-
tem, but leaving its adoption with the differ-
ent counties to accept or reject them as they
might see fit. e would now read what he-
had said to his constituents about the Initiato-
Ty system :— e ;

“Jam, and have always been, an advocate:
for the Initiatory system in the granting of
money ; by that alone in my opinion, can the
principles of Responsible Government be pro-
perly carried out.” ;

This was no new opinion of his (Mr
Street’s) foi ever since the iatioduction of
Responsible Government into this Province,
he had been convinced that it could only be
properly worked out by giving to the Execu-
tive autherity the power of initiating money
grants. He had, while addressing the chair
on a formeroccasion. giver his opinion on the
course which must be adopted before they
could be accomplished. His hon. the Speaker
was then in the same honorable position:
which he then oceupied, they weie both then
younger men, but what he said at that time
he would then repeat, that if ever the Initia-
tory system be given to the Execulive Gov-
erument, 1t must be given up by the free ac-
tion of'the House itself and not by any action
ofany Government, which may be in power
now orcome into power heeafter. The right
to initiate money grants was inherent in the
House itself, and that right could not be
wrested from them by the Gevernment. He
believed, he stated then that somewhete about
the year 1785, he quoted Irom 1ecollection,
the _House of Commons in Evgland found it
nec¥sary for the public service, that the Ini-.
tiation of money grants sbould ‘be given up
to the Executive. He might be inconect in
the date, but believed it was upwaids of a
century ago, and his hon. the Speaker would
correct him if he was WIOng.

His Hon. ‘The Speaker—*That was 149

ears ago.” X o
A Mr Strect.—He was obliged to his honor
the Speaker, for the date had escaped him,
but the House of €ommons at that time by a
simple resolution surrendered the initiatory
right, and it was onlv bé that simple resolu-
tion that the Imperial Government acquired
and now exercised the right 10 initiate grants
of money. The same mears must be adopted
10 this country before the inherent right to
grant money could be taken by the Executive
Government of this Province. (n this point
he was prepared 1o say, that although the
Government could not come down and ask
for the surrerder of the jnitiation of money
grants, yet he and hijs colleagues were per
fectly prepgred to take the 1esponsibility of
exercising that nght, if it were given 10 them
although there could he no doubt that this
additional responsibility would render the
tenure of office less secuire than it Was while
the power remained in the House itself—
They were, however, prepared 1o carry out
the system of Responsible Govetnment, and
in his (Mr Street’s) opinion, that system
could nog be properly carried ous upless the




