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r. HOWE’S SECOND LETTER TO
EARL GREY.

Yy Lon:’ Sloane Street, Ianuary 16, 183i.
r:'".‘he letter which I bad the honor'to ad-
. I‘D your Lordship on the 25th Novem-
'v‘n a.’&}md the case of Nova Scotia on its

‘meeme“ts. and ventured to claim ‘tbu_g“‘“‘
: 0f.lhe Imperial Governmentin aid of
T public works, upon grounds which affec”

‘erpfier material interests, her pride, her en-

o 5¢, and stedfast loyalty to the British
Town,

The immediate consideration of that letter
;‘ noﬁ desire, becguse, while preparing it, I
m_'e:iiune conscious that if the single issue
» Were to be decided by Her Majesty’s

€Mment upon the micrits or claims of |

::: ?CGUZ} aione, the CaBinet would have
ery inadequate statement of the rea-
l:;::hich ought to secure, and ‘J:_e pru\"ir_me
”‘vo:ent but lnAslender chance of obtaining
able decision.
. 9% interest which the mother country has
€ elevation of North Armerica, in the in-
) elee:f her population, lh.e devclopmeut‘o(
o ”Wrces, tpe occapation of her \\'x!d‘
!n;e e exl‘ensml‘l of her commerce, and of
ﬂnic:{.s of ealsy 'mlernal ard external com-
B "es:lon, { believe t'oo far‘ transcend the
mvin“gleut a.s that is, wh.xch the several
long ces feel in these very important ques-

trm

Should the aid of the parent State be refus-

W;x;he Northern provinces would still, but

Ty

ugh 10t an emigrant landed on their shores,
*Dopulation they have would live in plenty
N doubl.e every 20 years.  Should they
t°“ndgebt.h‘ﬂr political relations, 1‘:1(“"&9!:{ [\f:\l
ﬁirALm them, wo.u]'d be association with
z A"glo-Saxon neighbors, or an independ.
reP"Smon, moderately secure, and full offu-
Promise,
i !:l Engla_nd cannot afford to df’s.fend fiom
igh position which she occupies among
® Nations of the earth. Having lost one-
u rzf a miAghly continent, wou by the valor
. ®ternrise of a noble ancestry, she can as
& afford to confess, in the presence of all
3 WOrld, her inability to wisely rule the other

i and preserve the attachment of its inhab-
g,

) &,
M Oug Cities, and upon the surtace of her

d.’mg’-cultivazed rural dié;tnicls..cer‘m‘in evils,
ber ae"s and burthens, }a':i!x which it m_ehoves
x‘;n,s_“ good ecoxlmmxs!, a?ul s 2 wise c;n-
log, 8ing, and Christian nation, energetically
al,
.Pm more thana month I have surveyed,
intenge earnestness, the wide ciicle of
i rct"]"f‘,‘al dependencies, and sfudied in par-
N €ntary and official papers, for some assur-
N ®18. T have examined with care the policy
th € present and of past Governments, and
ers,

n Plang and suggestions of public writ

() asSOCialions; and have invariably turned
%“Vii 'North American ;.rm’inr'-.; with the
t tion that they present, at this moment,
Most avajlable and diversified resources
Y ‘: T‘f'-iel‘of England; the noblest field i'n.r
by ‘”ﬂer developmept of her industry, phi-
opy, and power.
'hencw“i"g suggestions to the Minister of
;v!‘iehrown‘ I feel, my Lord, the distance
7
}.:‘ those T wounld presume to counsel ; and
B !i:m not \'v.-nhont vn hope Fm'_ they will
4 me weight to the position I occupy
cei\':g the training which my mind bas re-

-’ﬁcl}. understand the questions to be ap-
biyy "0 better than many persons of far
lneier attainments—if I feel more acutely
being%m“f“n‘“”: importance, it is because,
v > 2 Dalive of North America, I have tra-

al]
lly

Ruch over the provinces, and mingled

less rapidity complete their public works: |

Besides, there are within het own po- !

[ WOSP@CI of relief from those evils and dis- *

divides me, in rank and intelligence,

familiarly, and for many years, with all
4 classes of their inhabitants; and being a
! member of her Majesty’s Councii in the pro-
| vince I represent, Iam bound by my oath to
;oﬁ'er my advice, through the Channels estab-
{ lished by the Constitution, to my Sovereign,
;in matters of State, which I believe to in-
i volve the honor of the Crown and the integ-
| rity and prosperity of the empire.
To provide employment for her surplus ca-
| pital and Jabor—to extend her home markets
| —10 relieve her poor rates—to empty her
poor houses—to reform her * convicts—to di-
| minish crime—to fill up the waste places of
i the empire, and to give the great mass of l'fer
{ population a share of real estate, and an in-
{ terest in property, I believe it to be pre-emi-
{ nently the mission and the duty of this great

{ country at the preseut time.
The removal of
i impolitic restrictions has lessened to some

i The period is favorable.

! exteut the pressure upon the public finances,
{ and given to the people that measure of relief
li\\‘hich affords time for reflection upon the
{ means by which the still existing pressure
i upon industry may be further relieved. Ina
i colonial point of view, the period 1s also fa-
Thauks to the policy which the pre-
out, the North
American Provinces are relieved, so far as

| vorable.

! sent Cabinet have carried

free countries ever can be, from internal dis-
Tuvested with control over their

own affairs and resources, they have now the

sensions.

leisure, as they assuredly have a sincere de-

sire, to consult with their brethren on this

! side of the Atlantic on common measures of

a

mutual advantage. Ithink I may say that
while they anticipate great beaefit from th e

{ co-operation and aid of the mother country in

promoting their public works, they are not |

unmindful of their duty to consider the pecu-
liar questions in which this country feels an
| intere
themselves of the credit of England, no per-
manent addition is made to her public bur-

st; and to take care that while availing

, thens.

The subjects of. Colonization and Emigra-

tion have been most elaborately discussed. I
pass over the points on which writers and
speakers differ ; in this they all agree, that the
! British Islands have an interest in these sub-
jeets second to none that has ever been felt
by any nation in ancient or modern times,
The enumeration of a few tacts will be suffi-
{ cient to exhibit the grounds of this belief.

. The statis
doubt, show a state of things much more 1a
| vorable, but still I fear not so favorable as to

shake the general conclusions at which T have

. o
arrived. These are four
find them stated in off

works of approved anthority.

In Ireland the hives of the population have
for years been dependent vpon the growth of

i asingle vegetable. But when it grew, as

was stated by the late Charles Buller, un-

| in that island, were unemployed for thirty

and emigration have since diminished the
numbers, T have no means of accurately
judging; but it ap
the £10,000

pe
060 granted by Parliament for the

seliel of Irish distress, and provisions sent
, from other conntries, £1,216,679 were raised
I in Ireland for the support of the poor, and
that 1,457,194, or nearly 1 ont of 5 of the en-.
tire population, received relief.

In Scoiland, where the’ popalation is only
2,620,000, a fifth more than that of British

America, £545334 wera expentled for the re.

lief of the poor in 1848, more than was spent |

by the four British Pyovinces on their civil
government, roads, education, lights, interest
on debts, and all other services put together;

227,647 persons were relieved, the amount |

expended on each being £2 7s. 9., a sum
quite sufficient to have paid, in 2

appointed uboat, the passage of each r

¢ipient to Eritish America,

1l returns of 1850 will, T have no |

d upon facts, as I |
al documents and |

contradicted, in the House of Commons, on !
an average there were 2,000,000 persons who, |

gin the year. To what extent famine |

pears that in 1848, besides |

{ In England, in the same year, £6,180,765
. were raised for th e relief of the poor, or 1s.
10d. in the pound on £57,300,687. The num-
ber aided was 1,176,541, or about 1 out of
‘every 11 persons occnpying this garden of
the world. The sum paid for each was even
higher than in Scotland, being L3 3s. 10d,
per head, mdre than sufficient to have paid
the passage to North America from Liverpool
or Southampton.
I turn to the workhouses of England, and
find that in 1849 there were in these 1ecepta=
cles. 30,158 boys &nd 26,185 girls, of whom
8,264 were fit for service. In Ireland, under
18; there were 60,514 boys and 66.285 girls,
the aggregate in the two countiies being 185,
| §22,
{  Turning to the criminal calendar, it appears
that in 1848 there were committed for offen-
cesin England, 50,349; in Scotland, 4,900,
and in lreland, 88,522, making 73,770 in all ;
of whom 6,208 were transported, and 37,873
imprisoned.
1 find that in 1849 you maintained in Ire-
land a constabulary of 12,828 men, besides
horses, at a cost, taking the preceding year as
"a guide, of £562,506 10s. In England and
| Wales you employed 9,820 policemen, (inclu-
ding the Lo ndon police), at a cost of £579,
327 4s. 81. From Scotland I have no return,
But taking the above facts to guide us, it ap-
| pears that, for mere purposes of internal re-
pression, and ariest of criminals, to say noth-
ing of beadles and innumerable parish offi-
| cers, you maintained, in addition to your ar-
my, a civic force double in number the entire
| army of the United States, at a cost (Scot-
land not being included) of £1,141,833 14s.
8d.

Think you, my Lord, that when a Republi-
can points exultingly %o the returns, and con-
trasts these statistics of poverty and crime
with the ecomparative abundance and inno-
cence of his own country, and which he at-
tributes to his own peculiar institutions, that
| o British colonist does not turn, with aston-
| ishment at the apathy of England, to the

millions of square miles of ferfile territory

i that surround him; to the noble rivers, and
lakes, and forests by which the scenery is di-

| versified ; to the exhaustless fisheries ; and to

+he motive power, rushing from a thousand
hills into the sea, and which all the steam
engiaes of Britain cannot compete ?

Driven to attribute to British and Ivish
statesmen a want of courage and forecaste to
make these great resources available to main-
tain our brethren and protect their morals, or
to suspect the latter ot being more idle, degra-
ded or criminal, than their conduct abroad
would warrant, we gladly escape from the ap-
prehension of doing general injustice, by lay-
ine the blame on our rulers. May it be the
¢:!x:‘va:f!d determination of her Majesty’s advis-
ers to relieve us from the dilemma, by wipiog
| out this national reproach,

One set of economists propose to remedy
{his state of things by restraints upon nature,
{ which are simply impossible,and would be
wicked if they were not; another large po-
| Jitical party desire to feed the people by a re.
| turn to protection and the revival of class in-
terests with all their delusions and hostilities;
a third look hopefully forward to the’ further
development of domestic industry in accord-
| ance with the principles of free trade.

All my sympathies are with the latter;
but while hostlle tariffs exist in most of the
populous States of Europe and America, I
wouid 2id them by the creation of new mar-
| kets within the. Queen’s dominions, by the
| judicious location ot those who are a burden,,
upon the fertile lands of the empire, that they
roay become customers to those who remain
at home.
|  One writer, whose book I have read recent-
1y, objects to this, becanse he says that if any
| part of the population is displaced, young peo-
| ple witl marry, and increase the numbers un-
i 1il the vacuum is Glled up. The young ought
] gectainly net Lo object ta this, or the old els

ther.- If his theory be sound, it.answers the
i objection of those who fear too great diminu-
i tion of numbers by emigration ; and coloniza-
tion would still have this advantage, that it
would strengthen the transatlantic provinces
and make more customers for Britain and Ire-
land, even should their population remain the
same.

But it may be said there is but one enlight-
ened mode of colonization, and under the pa-
tronage of the Government and of associated *
companies, that isbeing very extensively tri-
ed in our southern and eastern possessions.

Of the Wakefield theory 1 would speak
with all respect ; of the combined efforts of

| public spirited individuals, I would be the Jast
| to disapprove ; the judicious arrangements
| made by the Governiment commissioners, for

the selection of emigrants, the ventilation and
security of ships, and the distribution of la-

2 . : .
bor,and which I have carefully ezamined
| challenge in most of theix details, my entige
| sanction.

1 do not wish to check the progress, in
these valuable colonies, of associated enter-
prise ; 1do not desire to restrict the growth
of population within them, or to supersede
the functionsof the Board of Land and emi-
gration ; I wish these rising communities God
speed, and success to all thosé who take an
interest in them.

But I turn from them to the North Ameri-
esn field, perhaps becauseI know it best, but
assuredly because I believe that to people and
strengthen it will secure political advantages
of the very highest importance, and because I
apprebend that the Eastern Colonies, howey-
er they may prosper and improve, will offer
but homapathetic remedies for the internal
maladies of England.

In twenty two years, from 1825 to 1846 in.
clusive, only 124,272 persons went from the
United Kingdom 1o the Australian Colonies
and New Zealand. ' In the same period 710,.
410 went to the United States, to strengthen a
foreign and a rival Power, to entiench them-
selves behind a hostile tariff, and to become
consumers of American manufactures, and of
foreign productions, seaborne in American
bottoms ; they and the countless generation
that has already sprung from their loins, un-
conscious of regard for British interests and of
allegiance to the Crown of England,

In twenty two years 124,272 settlers have
gone to Australia and New Zealaud ; about
half the nnmber on the poor rate of Scotland
in'1848, not a tenth part of the paupers reliev-
ed in Treland, or one in fourteen of those who.
were E"I})‘IONP(} by Englund’s heavi]y taxed in-
dustry in that single year : not more, 1 appre-
hend, than died of famine’ in a single county
of Treland from 1846 to 1850 ; and less, by €0,
000, than the number of the young people
who were in the workhouses of England and:
Ireland in 1840,

Valuable as these Eastern Colones may be
respectable as may have been the efforts to
improve them, it is manifest that whether we
regard them as extensive fields (dr coloniza-
tion, or as industrial aids for the removal of
pressure on the resources of the United King.
dom, the beliet, however fondly indulged, is
but a delusion and a snare. Were Itogointo
a caleulation of the expense, 10 show what
this emigration has cost the Government
and people of England, I could prove this
y pregnant illustrations. But two or three
simple lacts are patent and lie upon the sut-
face

Australia and New Zealand are 14,000
miles from the shores of England. The Bii-
tish provinces of North America but 2,500.—
Every Englishman, Irishman, or Scotchman,
who embarks for the Eastern Colonies, must
be maintained by somebody for 110 or 150
days,while he is togging pbout in idieness on
the sea. The average passage to North Arme-
ricais about 40 ; and when the asrangements.
are complete to which I hope to have your

Lordship’s countenance and support, emi~
grauts embarking for the North. Amenicasm




