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dearly purchased. Hence, as it does not ap-
pear from your despatch, that the principal

public servants receive at present z high rate |

of pay as compared to that which is given to
those who are employed by banks and mer-
cantile companies, I must regard the proposed
redugtions of salary as injudicious, This
question, however, as I have already ob;se_xv-
ed, is one for the consideration and decision
of the Parliament of Canada.

4. That portion of the minute of your
Executive Council, which relates to the
amount of the salary at preseat attached to
the office of Governor General, and your
own remarks upon this important point,
have attracted the more particular attertion
of Her Majesty’s Government.
salary of that office does not appear to me to
be uaduly high ; on the contrary, believing it
to be an object of the greatest 1mportance to
Canada, that the post of Governor General
should be filled by men of political experi-
ence, and of the highest ability that can be
found, I regret that the salary is notat present
such as in general to afford any temptation to
those who have taken a lead in public affairs
in this country, to 2bandon their prospects at
home for the purpose of accepting this office.
But I concur with your Lordship and with
your Council, in considering the amount of
the salary as of far less importance, than
that this amount, whatever it may be, should

- ‘be fixed, and should cease to be the subject of
perpetual dl_scussion in the province, since
such discussion, it is justly remarked by your
«Council in their minute, is’calculated to im-
pair the dignity of the Queen’s Representa-
tive. Itmight have been hoped that the man-
ner in which the present salary of the Gov-
ewnor General was granted for Her Majesty’s
life by the Provincial Legislature, by an Act
of Parliament freely and deliberately passed
for that purpose, would have had the effect of
permanently settling a question, the agitation
of which is attended with so much evil.

Experience has, however, proved this hope
s be unfounded ; nor can I see the slightest
reason for believing that if the existing ar-
rangement were to-be departed from, and any
possible reduction in the salary of the office
assented to by Her Majesty, the question
would then be set at rest, or that a still far-
ther reduction would not be proposed as soon
a5 it might suit the views of any political
party 1o renew the discussion.

5. There is but one mode, that I am aware
of, by which any further agitation of this
question in the province may be effectually
prevented, and that is, by making the salary
of the Governor General a charge, not upon
the Canadian, but upon the British Treasury.
‘T'his is an alteration which for many reasons
1 have long regarded as advisable ; and it ap-
pears to Her Majesty’s Government, that a
fitting occasion for preposing it is now pre-
sented, in consequence of the desire mani-
fested by the Canadian Parliament for a revi-
sion of the Civil List. But it is impossible
that such an alteration can be recommended
to Parliament except as part of a general
measure for placing the fiscal relations of the
mother country and the colony on a footing
adapted to the greatly-altered circumstances
of the present time, as compared to those
under which the exisiing arrangement of
those relations has grown up.

6. Canada (in common with the other
British provinces in North America) now
possesses in the most ample and complete
manner in which it is possible that she should
enjby it, the advantage of self‘government in
all that relates to her internal affairs. [t ap-
pears fo her Majesty’s Government that this
advantage ought to carry with it correspond-
ing responsibilities, and that the time is now
come when the people of Canada must be
called upon to take upon themselved a larger
share than they have hitherto done, of expen-
ses Which are incurred upon this account,
and for their advantage.  Of these expenses
by far the heaviest charge which falls upon
this country is that incurred for the military
protection of the province. Regarding Cana-
da as a most important and valuable part of
the empire, and believing the maintenance of
the conuexion between the mother country
and the colony to be ot the highest advantage
to-both, it is far from being the view of Her
Majesty's Government that the general mili-
tary power of the empire 1s not to be used in
the protection of Her Majesty’s dominions.
But looking to the rapid progress which Can-
.ada is now making in wealth and population,
and to the prosperity which she at this mo-
ment enjoys, it is the conviction of her Ma.
jesty’s Government, that it is only due 1o the
peaple of this country that they shoald now
be relieved from a large proportion of the
charge which has hitherto been imposed tp-
on them for the protection of a colony now
well able to do much towards protecting it-
self, ~ :

In adopting this prinegple, I need hardly
observe to you that Her Majesty's Govern-
ment woulid merely be reverting to the for-
rer colonial policy of this country. You
are well aware that up to the period of the
war of the American Revolution, the then

British colonies which now form the United ;

States, a5 well as the West Indian colonies,
wvere requited to take upon themselves the
priacipal shate of the burthen of their own
protection, and even to contribute to the
military operalions undertaken to extend the

The present !

colonial possesrions of the British Crown. |
"Ihe Narth American colonies defended them-

selves almost entirely from the fierce Indian
tribes ‘by which these jufant communities
were frequently imperilled, and furnished no
inconsiderable proportion of the force by

which the contest of British power with that | country, and at a very heavy cost, chiefly

of France was m'liﬂfﬂ“'m'l on the continent
of Amwerica; and the West Indian colonies
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did'not, in proportion to their means, make
less exertions.

7. Her Majesty’s Government would have
thought it right at an earlier period to revert
to this former policy of the empire, and to
extend to Canada measures of the same des-
cription with those which have already been
adopted as respects the Australian colonies,
had it not been till lately there were circum-
stances connected with the general and com-
mercial condition of Canada which' seemed
to render the time unfavorable fur effecting
so1mportant a change. The difficulties un-
der which commerce and industry ladored
were of a very aggravated description, and
produced their usual consequences of politi-
cal excitement and discontent; nor ought it
to be concealed that waunch of the prevailing
distress was attributable to the changes which
had taken place in British legislation. - The
combined effect of the stimulus given by the
Act of 1843 to the investment of capifal ia
preparations for supplying this country with
flour from Canada, and of the subsequent
general repeal of all restrictions on the im-
portation of corn and flour into the United
Kingdom, had undoubtedly been to cause very
heavy losses in Canada, angd till these had
been recovered, it would have been inexpedi-
ent to add to the burthens of the province.

8. But the season of commercial depres-

[ sion in Canada has now passed away, the ye-

peal of the Navigation Laws, and the open-
ing of the St. Lawrence Canals, which the
province has been enabled to construct by a
loan raised en highly favorable terms on the
credit of the British Treasury, has given a
great impulse to its trade, and the remarka-
ble increase of the customs’ revenue, which
you have lately reporied to me, afiords a clear
and striking proof of the return of prosperity.
Under these circumstances, 1t appeais to her
Majesty’s Government, that no more favora-
ble opportunity could be found for placing
the fiscal relations of the mother country and
the colony on & permanent and equitabie
footing. They are the more induced to adopt
this view of the subject, because they are pre-
pared to recommend to Parliament that assis-
tance of the same kind with that which has
proved so eminently useful to Canada in the
construction of the St. Lawrence Canals,
should be extended to her in respeet of ano-
ther public work, calculated to be hardly less
beneficial to her than these canals. In ano-
ther despatch I will explain to your Lordship
the views of her Majesty’s Government with
regard to the means by which it is hoped thag
the construction of the Quebec and Halifax
Railway may be accomplished. I only ad.
vert to this subject at present for the purpose
of ebserving, that while the credit of this
country is exerted to enable Canada to extend
her public works and to develop her resources,
1 feel confident that the Parliament of Cana-
da will readily co-operate with her Majesty’s

Goveinment in adopting measures for dimin. |

ishing the charge on the British Treasury for
the defence of the province.

‘9. Having thus explained to your Lord-
ship the principles of the policy which her
Majesty’s Government propose to adopt, 1
will now proceed to state more particuiarly
the measures by which it is contemplated
that this policy should be carried into effect.
In the first place, it is intended, that in future,
with the exception of a certain number of
enrolled pensioners, for whose location in the

province arrangements are in progress, the.

troops maintained in Canada should be confi-
ned to the garrisons of two or thres fortified
posts of importance, probably only Quebec
and Kingston. The terms of amity upon
which this country now is with the United
States, and the fortunate termination of all
the questions in dispnte between the two na-
tioms, removes, as I trust, all risk of any at-
tack upon Canada from the only Power from
which there could be any danger; and it ap-
pears to her Majesty’s Government, that if the
Provineial Militia is maintained upon a pro-
per footing, so long as peace continues, enough
would be done to provide for the security of
the province, by maintaining garrisons of re-
gular troops in the two importart posts I
have mentioned. In the unfortunate, and [
trust improbable, contingency of a war with
the United States, it is obvious that both the
colony and the mother country would be cal-
led upon to submit to grear sacrifices, and to
make great exertions for their defence ; but [
have no doubt that these would be cheerflly
made by both if the exigency should unhap-
pily arise.

10. Upon the reduction of the British
force in Canada to the garrisons of these for-
tified positions, it would become necessary
that the warlike stores which are kept in the
colony should be reduced, and that the bar-
racks and other buildings which are no lon
ger required, should he disposed of ; but if the
Parliament of Canada should be willing to
undertake to keep up these barracks and
buildings, in case of their being hereafter re-
quired, there would e no objection on the
part of her Majesty’s Government to make
them over to the provincial authorities, and
if the maintenance of a British foree at any
of the posts now occupied, should be desired
for the preservation of internal security, such
a lorce would be readily supplied by ber Ma-
jesty’s Government, if the actual cost thus
incurred were provided for by the province.

L. Another charge which her Majesty’s
Government would also expect that the‘pro-
vince should take ypon itsell, as part of:the

| above arrangemen;, is that of maintaining the

( canals NOW in charge of the Ordnance De-

partment.  You are aware that these cagals
were executed-at the sole expense of this

with a view (0 the military defence of the

province. Her Majesty’s Governmert con- |

— o

ceive that the charge of maintaining them
ought now to be undertaken by the province,
and I trust that no difficulty will arise.on
that head. With regard to the Indian De.
paitment, as by the arrangement lately made,
the extinction of the charge (except so far as
regards some payments for their lives to indi-
viduals) is provided for within five years, no
further steps are required to be taken.

12, In conclusion, I have now only to as-
sure you that—while Her Majesty's govern-
ment consider that justice to the people of
this country requires that Canada, which Is
now so well able to support whatever estab-
lishmeuts are necessary for her own defence
and for her own advantage, should cease to
occagion so heavy a charge as formerly to the
British Treasury, and that it is a fitting op-
portunity for intredncing the change, when,
in consequence of proceedings which bave
taken place in the province, it becomes expe-
dient to call upon Parliament to provide for
the salary of the Governor General—it must
not for a moment be supposed that these mea-
sures are contemplated under any idea that
the connection hetween the mother country
and the colony could be dissolved without
great injury to both, or that there is any pro-
bability that it will be so. On the contrary,
these measures are regarded as safe, because
Her Majesty’s government are persuaded that
the great body of the people of Canada are so
fully satisfied ot the great benefits they enjoy
from the system of Constitutional Govern-
ment now happily established in the province
under the awthority of the British Crown,

i that it roay properly be left to themselves to

take their share of the burthen of maintain-
ing and defending an order of things from
which they reap so much advantage.  Under
this impression, and ir the earnest hope and
confident belief that Canada may long con-
tinue to form an important member of the
British Empire, Her Majesty’s government
have adopted the conclusiens which I have
now explained to you.
I am, &c,
GREY.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Elgin
and Kircardine, &c, &e.

@ditor’s Mepartment.
MIR A_I\E-I CHI,
Cuatnam, Moxpay, May 19, 1851.

EUROPEAN NEWS.

The Royal Mail Steamer Cambria arrived
at Halifax on the afternoon of Tuesday last,
and the Mail by her was reccived here on
Friday. Our papers are to the 3d May. A
very large portion of them is occupied with
the opening of the Great Exhibition in Lon.
don on the I1st. A sketch of the affair, as
well as a summary of other matters will be
found under the proper head.

COUNTY OF RESTIGOUCHE.

HALIFAX AND QUEBEC RAILWAY.

In pursuance of a Requisition to the High
Sheriff, a Public Meeting was convened heie
on the 9th instant, for the purpose of taking
consideration Earl Grey’s proposition res-
pecting the Great Trunk Railway from Hali-
fax to Quebes. The meeting was the Jargest
and most influential ever held in this Coun-
ty ; the Court House, in which the people as-
sembled, was crowded to excess ; notwith-
standing which the utmost harmony and una-
nimity prevailed throughout the entire pro-
ceedings. The Sheriff having read the re-
quisition and notice, and declared the meet-
ing open, ALex. CaMPBELL, £5q., J. P,, was
called to the Chair, and Grorer B. Cow-

PER appointed Secretary, when the followinyg !

Resolutions were passed unanimously, and
by acclamation.

Moved by Adam Ferguson, Esq., J. C. P,
seconded by David Sadler, Esq., and

Resolved, Fhat the construction of a Trunk
Line of Railway from Halifax to Quebec
would be in the highest degree beneficial to
the British North American Possessions.
That the advantages accruing from such an
undertaking would not be limited to anticipa-
ted commercial prosperity; but its accom-
plishment would necessarily be a means of

strengthening and perpetuating the bond of |

union between these Pl:ovinces and the Pa-
rent State ; and of opening up a rich and for-
tile country as a home for its surplus popula-
tion.

Moved by Chipman Botsford, Esq., secon-
ded by Alex. Fraser, Esq, J. P, ( Canada
East) and

Resolved, That this meeting view with great
regret and distrust the hasty rejection by the
Legislature of this Proviuce, of the ferms
proposed by Her Majesty’s Colonial Secreta-
ry, to advance the required capital for such
undertaking,—for the following among other
reasons : 1st, That the coatinuation of a
trunk lige from near Shediac (the contem-
plated junction of the “ Portland” and *¢ Ha-
lifax and Quebec lines”) to the Restigouche,
although about the same length as that part
of the proposed ** Portland” line from said
junction to the State of Maine, yet it can be
made at much less expense, owing to the
natural advantages of the country through
which it will pass. That therefore the inter
est of the capital which will pa required to

: complete the [atter line, 2s at present contemn-
! plated, would be more than the interest upon

. capital sufficient to complete both lines under

Eail Grey's proposition ; the most favorable

f the permanent advancement and

'nf&
terms upon which capital can be 0:’;:’ 5
under the present Provincial g“"”?’!in'g at
the Portland and St. Andrews “"els?w of the
6 per cent., with a further P"’bab;-'g'mmt in
debentures being bereafter at a ”smntiﬂl""
the money market. 2nd, That the Provinee
tion ot a Trunk Line through/ this oranted
will open up an immense extent ol ‘";-:l e
lands of superior quality, and 80 Ay con-
their value, as to repay the outlay k.)(;ion tos
stiuetion ; and by inducing immigrd alation
great extent, will double both the pop

R 7 't time-
and revenue of the Province n a sbmt‘he Le-
3rd, That from the hasty rejection ; which
gislature of Earl Grey's proposition, °F (

\ interest-o!

; ificed, thi¥
the Province have been so far sacrificed,

meeting is led to believe in the rul!’°;":h:,:,
many of the Legislators, from bem"iuhe!'
holders in the Portland and St. Andrew | then
have been influenced by other motive 3
the general wélfare of the Province: the
That this rejection of the offer made b/
Colonial Secretary, and the Te’g“”'.anfmme‘r
the Provincial Legistature of\ their by the
pledge {which was not entertalped Y ilo-
British Government), thereby virtua yin' ¥
sing all further negotiation, mray be ‘°ryvin;!‘
rious to the future interests of the Pro art 0
by leading to a determination on the P of
the British Government, to withhold ?eyiﬂ
fer in future, or even to carry out to with
proposition of the Colonial 'Secretﬂf)'
respect to the Great Tvunk Railway.

Moved by Charles Simonds, Fsq.
by George B. Cowper, Esq, and

Resolved, L hat the only guarantee fi
proper expenditure of the money for buli®
the great trunk live, will be in the ap{,ority
ment of Commissioners under the aut! tend
ot the British Government, to .SUPe“t" :
the same, who will be wholly disintereé live
the road being laid elsewhere than on 2 o
most beneficial to all the coloni¢s; lb’, ctnl'r
bined interests in the Ptovincial Leg® a“n :
of the Portland and St. Andrews lines: =
ing to have a most prejudizal inﬂuel."c,"h i
only against Provincial, but also Bf‘“’o
terests, with respect to the selectiod eslsy
proper route.

seconded

That these combined inter®:
in the event of Her Majesty’s assems asion
given to the Bills passed at the last D€8% o
of the Provincial Legislature, px-o\,'uhl:lge 2
the building of the Portland and St. A '“,‘
lines, will, without doubt, have a much g
er effect in swamping the whole ?ron"
Revenue in future, for the exclusive be 1be
of only a section ?f the Province, lhml‘ed in
proposition of Earl Grey, even if accep
1ts most literal sense.

Moved by Dr. Taylor, seconded by Cb®
Simonds, Esq., and

Resolved, That itis a rninous an Land
policy to grant Jarge tracis of Crown Joriog
to Railway Companies, as these lands, * p
the construction, and after the completiof
the roads, will be the most valuab
sources within the Province. <
great public works such as the H’I"}'ﬂ:
and Quebec Line of Railway, shot
Government undertakings, and not Inﬁbe"
hands of private Companies; ang, 'rued“’
Resolved, That a Committee be appoint ot
prepare and forward a petition to the ”eoiﬂ‘
nant Governor, with a copy ef these R’,’“b‘,
tions, praying that His Excelleney Wl' il
pleased to transmit such copy to the n[(:ofd'
Secretary, and to recommend to His beitk
ship the necessity of the Royal assent 1
withheld riom the Bills paseed at the
Session of the New Brunswick Legis!a eri”
in aid of the * Earopean and North Amc o
can” and the “ St. Andrews and Weodst®
Lines. i
Moved by Charles Murray, Esq, se¢0%
by Daniel Ferguson, Fsq, and 2

Resolved, That-the able and unwearied
ertions of the Honorable Joseph HDW"ith‘
bringing the condition and resources of rly
British North American Colonies so cle’”
before the Home Government and the
tish public, and in advocating the intere®
the Great Trunk Railways, deserve the f“a",,]
unqualified approbation of. all Colonists ) ot
this meeling desire to express their st 37
thanks to Mr Howe for his valuable $€f
‘ces. g

Resolved, That Adam Ferguson, Chip®y
Dotsford, Dr P. Taylor, Charles Simo? o7
George Moffat, and George B. Cowper, : #
be the Committee to carry out the objec
the 4th Resolution.

Moved by A. Ramsay, J. P. seconded by
Moffat, Esq., and g

Resslved, That the Secretary do furnish ¢ {
pies of these Resolutions to the F‘d'w":is.
some ‘of the New Bruunswick, Nova 5S¢0 ot
and Canada Newspapers, with a request
publication in their respective periodwz\l‘-

ALEX. CAMPBELL, Chairma®:
G. B. Cowrkr, Secretary.

r‘”

d injurio®*
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Uxitep Staxss.—The Reman C“ho“i
Cathedral at Pittsburgh, the oldest and l-'l‘:'
place of public worship in that place: "n
totally destroyed by fire on the 6th’ins'® i
It cost $30,000, on which there was an '""_
rance of $5,000. The organ which cost “'c
000 was also consumed. A paper states ‘b“
while the building was burning, a maf 'B'"
arrested in the act of setting fire to the ®t
shop’s residenge adjoining.

T1al

07~ We are requested to state that ‘('si.,hv.
from 70 to 90 tons register can get & '€=

at Dalhousie, Bay de Chaleur,

York.
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