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The Railway.
RAILWAY MEETING AT HALIFAX.
[We give below Mr Hows's Speech at the
ﬂ.leeling held at the Masonic Hall, in Ha-
lifix, on the 15th May, at which the Mayor
ot that city presided. It is well worthy a
careful perusal ]
MThe Hon. Joseph Howe 10se and said.  Mr
Jlayor and Gentlemen—-This meeting has
%0 called to ascertain whether the citizens
of Halllﬂ.\', after six months’ deliberation and
"eflection, are as unanimous as they were in
Ugust lagt—whether they are still disposed
0 entrust 1o their Government the task of
“Nstructing our Inter- Colonial Railways—
4 whether they ave prepared tp accept the
1ermg which haye been offercd to the Province
n Mr Hawes’ letter of the 10th of March.—
it ® position which the negotiatians haveas-
he"“’d‘ renders it necessary that efforts should
" Made to overcome difficulties that have
3isen beyond our own frontier. The Govern-
Nt contemplate sending a  deputation to
nada to confer with delegates from the
:e'ghhming provinces, in the eonfident hope
At those difficulties may be overcome, and
Alunity of action and mutual harmony may
®Secured, by which alone the great works
s lgh we contemplate can be rendered prac-
h able, and casy of accomplishment within a
fA8onable time. But to appoint men 1o per-
“"."n this service—to send them from amongst
L 10 negociate with the governments of Ca-
szmla and New Brunswick, in ignorance of the
k‘“e of public jeeling at home—before they
10W whether the ground bebind them is
'™ and staple—would be unwise, prema-
e and useless. They could not with con-
WUence ask New Brunswickers or Canadians
% give their sanction toany line of policy,
'YO{e they know whether or not the Nova
lians weie determined to sustain it. Iam
Py in the belief that the unanimity which
tesages success—the manly forbearance and
tenerous yivalry which ensure the perfection
% large and comprebensive measures, npon
::3'"‘ principles. do exist among us, do per:
in e the community, actuating and animat.
o }ht‘ large and highly respectable body of
Iriellow citizens bere assembled. So far as
fave heen enabled to gather the general sen-
”“epl since my return—--from f{requent com-
Munications with leading men, representing
Breat interests, and the opinions of large sec:
“"!‘! of our people—I believe that the reso-
Mons which have been prepared for submis-
*on will meet the unanimous support of this
U5t assembly.
; T ¢ Imperial Government, with a magnan-
Wity which does honor to, the British people,
YStained by that unanimity of sentiment
;mnni:' the great leaders of public opinion at
l;"ﬂe, which promises a long continuance of
® honorable. relations which exist between
nem and us, has offered to the thiree British
2orth American Proviuces seven millions of
Poungg sterling, at the lowestrate of interest
%o Which money can be obtained in the world
‘h‘?nable them to C(\mpietc,_lf) an incredibly
ea‘"‘ Space of time, and with security. and
N ¢, those great internal improvements w hich
'ir advanced condition renders so desirable
“Which will bind them together into one
g:'“si‘el'ous commmmyf—anin:a‘f them with
,.rw hopes and aspirations ; and ultimately
®Vate them from the colouial condition to
that of a great and prosperous nation, in" per-
Petua| amity and friendship with those glo-
1088 Islands to which we trace our origin,
4nd to which, through this great boon, so
u¢h of our material prosperity will, in all
me 1o come, be traced. (Cheers. :
le Halifax has been formed by nrm-.ulg and se’-
nﬂe(] by the dictates of sound ))O.IIL'_\.‘ as a
Mmon terminus for these great inter-colo-
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::? railways. Three hundred and thirty
'\Ines will connect us with Portiand, and with

l(,‘ e lines which interlace the Am»!n(nln
O'Ihubhc_ and. bind togetber the Im:?peim.“s
drezmu“ﬂles of the sosth and west. Six hun-

and seventy miles more, opeving up the
,\1{(:'(1 will not enly connect us, as we Orig].":
1) contemplated with Quebec and the Sait
Wrence, but passing through 180 miles of
;’Ek(l:lemenl.s_on that noble river, “‘ii! pl‘.\:'e us,
M Cmmunication with the populous ety ol
w Btreal, which will soon be in connection
n'i'l'h Portland on the other side, 1he e
m'u:"-f thus complete, and cn:\‘u‘,q of 1:)[1\(3‘rm,:,.
“Wu‘mmn estaolished, easily accessible, !
I“rr-':r lme?.‘h‘\ all the rising towns n.ry’.:l 5-
b tAS which that wide circuit will em-

Ce,

“o{iut‘\\'hen Montreal is reached, s}mll we
Ihi;‘klne{g 2 Who believes it? Who can

'X 50 Jightly of the enterprise of Western
,Hlélaf:f‘z as to’apprehend that she will conti-
RS l:xs iton road, link by Jink till it skirts
cay 0Tes of Ontario and Lake Erie, and

WS 118 tributary streams of trafiic from the

prolific regions of Simcoe, Superior and Hu-
ron ? Already municipalities are organising
and companies aie forming to extend this
railway for six hundred miles above Montre-
al. Once completed to that city ; how will
those interior lines advance? How many
interests will combine for their extension ?
The British government and people will take
a natural pride in the continuatien of this
great national work. The success of the
lower lines will be promoted and ensured by
extension. Biitish capitalists and contrac-
tors, lured into this boundless field, will seek
further employment for their capital and la-
bor, and millions of industrious people will
flow into provinces where employment is
certain and land is cheap. 'This is a prospeet
before us, sir, and the duties it imposes we
must learn to discharge with energy—the
destiny it discloses we mav contemplate with
pride.  England foresees, yet fears it not.
Shie relies upon our resources and upon our
integrity to 1epay her money. She believes
in theexistence of theold feelings here, which
are to strengthen with our strength, and bind
us to her by links of Jove when pecuniary
obligations have been cancelled. She virtual-
ly says to us, by this offer—there are seven
millons of sovereigns at half the price that
your neighbers pay in the markets of the
world—construct your railways—people your
waste Jands—organise and improve the bound-
less territory beneath your feet—learn to re-
ly uponand to defend yourselves, and God
speed you in the formation of national cha.
racter and national institutions. (Cheers.)

But, sir, daring as may appear the scope of
this conception, high as the destiny may seem
which it discloses for our children—and
boundless the fields of honorable labor which
it presents—another grander in proportions,
opens beyond, which the imagination of a
Poet rould not exaggerate, but which the
Statesman may grasp and realise, even in our
ownday. Sir, to bind these disjointed Pro-
vinces together by Iron Roads—to give them
the homogenous character, fixedness of pur-
rose, and elevation of sentiment, which they
so much require is our first duty. But after
all, they occupy buta limited portion of that
boundless heritage which Ged and Nature
have given to us and to our children. ' Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick are but the fron-
tage of a territory which includes 4,000,000
of square wiles, stretching away behind and |
beyond them, to the Frozen Regions on the
one sideand o the Pacific on the other. Of
this great gection of the globe, all the North-
ern Provinces, including Prince Edward Is-
land and Newfoundland, occupy but 486,000
square miles. . The Hudson’s Bay territory

L‘nEr"”"‘"‘l‘s of the settlements of New Bruns- l
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| outof which five or six noble Provinces may

includes 250,000. Throwing aside the bleak
and inhospitable regions, we have a magnifi-
cert country between Canadaand the Pacific

be formed, larger than any we have, and pre-
senting to the hand of industry and to the eye
of speculation every variety ol soil, climate
and resource  With such a territory as this
1o overrun, organise and improve, think you
that we shall stopeven atthe western bounds
of Canada; or even at the shores of the Paci-
fic? Vancover’s Island with jts vast Coal
measures lies beyond. The beautiful Islands
of the Pacific and the growing commerce of
that ocean are beyond.  Populous China and
the rich East are bevond, and our children’s
children’s sails will reflect as familiarly the
suubeams of the South as they now brave the
angry tempests of the North. " The Maratime
Provinces which I now address are but the
Atlantic frontage of this boundless and prolific
region—the wharves upon which its business
will be transacted, and beside which its rich
argosies are to lie.  Nova Scotia is one of |
those. Wil you then put your hands united-
ly—with order, intelligence and energy, to
this great work ?  Reluse and yuu ate recre-
ants 1o every principle which lies at the base
of your country’s prosperity and advancement
—reluse, and the Deity’s hand-writing apon
land and sea, is to you unintelligible language
—Tefuse, and Nova Scotia, instead of occupy-
ing the foreground as she does, should have |
been llxyt)z-.‘xl back, at least behind the Tocky
uu.mn'.u_mz,_ :as planted your country |
in the front of 1his bonndjess region —see that
you comprehend jts Jestiny and resources—
see that you discharge with energy and eleva-
tion of soul, the duties which devolve upon |
youlo viitue of yeuy position.  Hitherto, my
countrymen, you have d with this auhjcu‘l
ina Ilvt‘o;l\lvyg i, 7 whatever others
may think or apprehend, T know ihat you
will persevere in that spirit until obr objects
are atiained. (Hea , hear, and cheers,) I
am netthera Pro nor the son of a Pro-
phet, yet I will ventare to predict that in five
years shall make the journey hence to Que-
bec  and Montreal,” and ~ home through
Portland and Saint John by Rail ; n?‘d
1 believe that many in this room will live

God !}
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¥ make tRe journey from Hal®x 1o the Pacific

to hear the whistle of the Steam Engine in
the passes of the Rockv mountains, and tc

b

' of the Executive.

| teea miilions instead of Seven,

| ment,

! left for England,
i to me was on the 18th.
| upon any course till that was over. 1n a week

, passed !

! consideration of

| gult. Butde

in five or six days. With such objects in
view, with the means before us to open up
1000 miles of this noble territory—to increase
its resources, and lay bare its treasures, surely
all petty jealousies and persomal rivalries
should stand rebuked—all minor questions of
mere local interest should give way, The
smoke of past contests has perhaps at times
clogged my own mind; like an old chimney,
the soot may have stuck to it, after the cook-
ing of constitutions was over. But the fire
ot this noble enterprise has burnt it out, and
I come back after six months’ absence, pre-
pared 1o co operate with any man who will
honestly aid me to work out the prosperity
ofour common country ; and T am glad to
discover that a reciprocal and cordial feeling
is manitested by those whose opinions differ,
on other subjects, from my own.

liis frequently said, sir, that a Govern-
ment shouid not touch these public works,
But the roads of a country—the Queen’s
Highways, surely come under the cognisance
In this case it is clear, that
unless done by the Government, these great
Railways cannot be done at all. Even if com-
panies could do them, they would cost four-
! But, sir, what
isa Government for if it is not to take the
lead in noble enterprises—to stimulate indus-
try—to elevate and guide the public mind %
You may set eight or nine men on red cush-

. ions or gilded chairs with nothing to do but

pocket their salaries,and call that a govern.
To such a pageant I have no desire
to belong. Those who aspire to govern others

. should neither be afraid of the saddle by day

nor of the lamp by night. ‘In advance of the
general intelligence they should lead the way

to improvement and prosperity. I would ra-

therassume the staff of Moses, and struggle

! with the perils of the wilderness, and the
| waywardness of the multitude, than bea gold-
| en calf stuck up in gorgeous inactivity—the

object of a woiship which is debased. (Loud
and brolonged cheering.)

But how came this work to be assumerd by
the Goverument? The citizens of Halifax,

by acclamation, handed it overto us at the

! great meeting held in ‘emperance Hall, after

the return of the Delegates trom Portland.

| The Capitalists of the Province were there,

and confessed that the enterprise was beyond
their grasp. . T'he people were there and the
feeling was universal that this work was to
be done by the Government if'done at ail. At
that meeting many anold antipathy was bu-
ried, and the government assumed and has

| carried on the work in the same spirit 1n

which it was tendered. T'hat meeting was
held in August.  Sir Johh Harvey’s Despatch

asking for the Imperial Guarantee beays date
{ on the 20th of that month. The retusal which
! led to the Delegation reached Halifax in Oc:

tober, On the 1st November the delegate
The first interview granted

I could not decide

after the first leiter to Larl Grey was written
and went in on the 25th. So far, you will

| perceive, that from August to the end of No-

vember not a moment was lost. ‘T'he meeting

| at Southampton came offon the 14th of Junu-
. ary—the second letter to Karl Grey is dated
| the 16th.

Six weeks elapsed beiween the
dates of the two letters, How were these
In reading a cartload of books and
pamphles, and Parliamentary records and se-

! pouts, that I might gatner facts and ascertain

what others had written and said on the sub-.

! jects I wished to treat—in diving by day and

night into the mysteries of that industrial and
social life which it might become my duty to
illustrate, However impatient some of you
may bave beer, no Nova Scotian who had not

! seen England for ten years could have wisely

appealed 10 its intelhgence without this pre-
paration. The best proof that the tirce wag
not wasted is 1o be found in the fact no hos.

{ tile cxiticism met my eye before 1 leit Eng.

land ; nor was a single statement attempted
to be gainsayed.

From the 16th of January to the 14th of
February the whoie subject was under the
the Cabinet with ],od
Grey’s confident assurance of a favorahle re-
2 ys were inevitable, The Na-
tion was beiling with excitement upon other
questions, and the Ministers were much en-
‘ [Even alter the gencious debate in

g ossed.

| the House of Lords, some delay was ipevita-
| bie, and it was not until the 20th of February

that I bad Lord Grey’s Draft of the yronosi-
tions embodied in Mr Hawes' Jetter.  With
that upon my table, honorably crowning my
wission, you may im e what I endured
during the Ministerial erisis ‘which lasted a
fortnight, and during al] the time no otficial

{ character could be given 1o the draft. Mr
| Hawes's let
i my friends

ter came on the 20th March and
n Ensland congratalated me 6n
o0 of my labors. But J knew
better. The local interests and appreben-
sions, the personal rivalries and jealousies, of
three Pravinces aver the sea rose up before

the term

me, and I thought a month would be well

spentin preparing to deal with these.
| Before Ishow you what 1did,let me say a

word ortwo to those, if any there ate. who
hold the opinion that the offer of the British

Goyemment. is not as liberal and magnificent
«as it ‘has' been described, because no direct
| contiibution has been given. In the first

place, as a Nova Scotian, whose forefathers
| have gone through difficulties and privations
{ which the present generation  are not called
| upon to enduie—who has inherited a country
{ already valued at fifteen Millions— which
! owes nothing abroad, and but a nominal debt
to 1ts own people which a year's revenue
would pay off'; I am. too proud to accept as
a gift a single sovereign from my brethren in
the British Islands. With all” the surplus
wealth of England, the taxation to meet the
interest ol weighty obligations, and an impe-
rial expenditure is onerous, What right have
I to take a shilling out of the pocket of a Man-
chester Weaver or of a poor Orange Woman
in the strand 10 make our Railroads ? The
credit of the Imperial Government 1 would
treely use without a blush of shame, or a
sense of dishonorable obligation, but trust me
there is not a high spirited Nova Scotian
who would takea shilling of its money. But
suppose money had been given. ~Suppose
Earl Grey had said to me, there Mr Howe,
are a million of Sovereigns, go and get
the other six millionswhere you can, the six
would have cost us just £150,000 a year more
than the whole will cost now. Suppose his
lorkship had given me two or even three mil-
Jions, and the most exacting spirit over the
border wouid hardly requive more, 1 must
have paid £240,000 a year for the four mil-
lions at 6 per cent, while the whole seven
will now cost hut £245,000. Is it -not clear
then that if I had accepted even two mil-
lions in solid gold, instead of the terms offtr-
ed in Mr Hawes's letter, I should have been
an idiot * s it not equally clear that the in-
terposi@ion of Imperial credit, while it leaves
our pride untouched, angd the resources ot
Great Britain undiminished, actually saves
us nearly three millions of pounds sterling in
the construction of our public works ? Could
I have stood here to day, with brow evect, if
overtaxed Englishman’s money was in my
hand 7 Would you have taken it if 1 ha
No you would not. The service done us is
incalculable. The sense of obligation shoull
be as deep as it will be lasting. We incur
this debt without, dishonor as we will dis-
charge it in all integrity and good farth. { Loud
cheers.) Those who undervalue this magni-
ficent boon, offered to'us by the British Goy-
ernment, should reflect that seven millions
of money, drawn from our own resources, or
borrowed on our own credit in the general
market of the world, would cost us just £175,-
000 a year more than if we take them wupon
the terms which it has been my good [ortune
to secure. (Load cheering.

But, Mr Mayor, I thought it was sust pos-
sible that there might be some obstructions
presented, in some quarter, and | thought it
might be as well to put Nova Scotiain a pusi-
tion to act independently of those obs:ructions.
1 aro happy to say;that she is now prepared
at all poinis.  Thold in my hand two letters,
one from the London and Westminster Bank,
the otherfrom the Commereial Bank of Lon-
don.  The first is perhaps the stronzest mon-
ied institution in Great Britain, next to the
B‘:\nk of England—the position and resources
of the other are well known, Either will
open an account with Nova Scotia alone,
with or without guarantees. Honor our drafis,
sell our debentures, protect ourcredit, and we
may draw to morrow for £20 or £80,000.
Here is a letter from another capitalist, who
will do all this, and place £100,000 at onr dis-
posal. The interestis high, it is true, but
this may be uselul, in the meantime, should
Nova Scotia be compeiled to fall back on our
own resources.

Tiven with these, you will perceive, we are
tolerably well armed, but here are three lei.
ters from English contractors, either of whom
could and would make one of eur short ljneg,
and some of whom offer to make the wpgle
line to the St. Lawrence, [Mr Howe here
read one of these letters, gigned by two gen-
tlemen whose notes would float, he said,
through any bank in London for o million of
pounds, and who were associated with otheus
equally wealthy and  enterprising, They
claimed to imve‘madv, either jointly or sever.
ally, one third 01‘31” the Railroads in the Unit
ed Kingdom, \fL’"(f prepared to lodge £36.-
000 in the Prov‘n?cml Tressury as security
for their good faith. And make either a line
through asingle Province or all the lines re.
quired in any lime thag. might be stioulated
for, and PPOD any terms that might be fixed
by lmperial and Colontal Kngineers. Auno
ther of these contractors, said Mr Howe, will
make the forty miles from Trure to Pictow,
or 50 from the trunk line to Windsor or Corns
wallis, io less time, and with less chaffering
then would be required by some of our greai,
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