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under the denomination of “dwellings for
the poor” the amount saved in the original
cost would be just £2 3s. 9d. It seems tol-
erably clear, then, that the rents of such hou-
ses will not be reduced a single shilling by
the reduction of the timber duties, and that
Sir Charles Wood must try again before he
legitimately earns the poor man’s blessing.
At all events, we would fain hope that with
such facts as these before them, members of
the Legislature will pause before they sanc-
tion, for infinitesimal advantages, a scheme
which inflicts positive ruin‘upon many of her
Majesty’s most faithfal subjects, and endan-
gers the integrity of the dominions of the
Crown.

The.case of the British shipbuilders re-
mains to be disposed of, and although the
Chancellor of the Exchequer has managed
altogether to lose sight ot this very impor-
tant class of our commercial community in
the midst of his benevolent dreams of poor
men’s palaces, they deserve and must com-
mand some consideration from the state.
There can be no doubt, unfortunately, that
one of the many evil consequences of the
abolition of the navigation laws has been to
Pplace the British shipbuilder wholly at the
Jmercy of the foreigner, anil that with regard
1o him some modification of the timber duty
has become indispensabie.  The suggestions
of our cotrespondents upon this subject are
most worthy of attention. They state that
:!xttle or no foreign pine timber or soft wood
is used in shipbuilding, and that if the duties
are to be altered really for the sake of the
. British _shlpbuilder, it will be sufficient, so
far as his interest is concerned, to 1emove the
duty on oak timber and hard wood only. By
such reduction a certain measure of justice
‘will be secured to our shipbuilders at”home,
and the impending mischief to our colonies
at least partially averted. We sincerely hope
that the considerations put forward i the
correspondence to which we have opened our
<olumns will be duly weighed by the legis-
Jature, and whilst there is yet time that it
‘will refuse to become party to a scheme
which, in its present shape, can be of so little
benefit to any one, and which must immedi-
vately and directly produce serious evils to
Jarge and important classes, and® which, in
fact, threatens the Sovereign with the disaf-
fection or loss of a most valuable portion of
her dominions.
REDUCTION OF THE TIMBER

DUTIES.

PROPOSED

{ To the Editor of the London Morning Herald.

Sir,—When government announced, by the
first financial scheme laid before parliament
<his session, the intention of reducing the du-
ty on foreign timber and deals, and, believing,
as we did, that the proposal was made under
= misconception of the present position and
practical working of the trade as now carried
on with foreign countries and our own colo-
Ties, we addressed Lord John Russell and the
Right Hon. Mr Labouchere on the subject,
~which communications, we understand, were
submitted to the Chancellor of the Exche-
<uer.
" 1t would appear by the second or amended
‘budget that it is still the determination to car-
Ty out this proposal, and therefore we are ve-
Ty desirous to make known, through the me-
dium of your jeurnal, the true state of the
trade, in the hope that the legislators of this
kingdom may inquire into the merits of the
«<uestion and may satisfy thgmselves on the
subject before they give their consent to sa-
<rifice or throw away such a large amount of
revenue, and approve of a measure which, we
are convinced, will not benefit the consum-
ers of this country, or any British subject in
- it unconnected with foreign interests, but
~which, 1f carried into effect, will wrove very
jnjurious to the shipping interests of the na-
+tion, and most ruinous to our North Ameri-
e¢an Colonies, especially to Canada and New-
;:Brunswiclc-

We consider the communications referred -

o, and herewith annexed, contain sufficient
to satisfy candid inquirers ; we neither désire
nor expect protection for the Colonial timbe'r
-trade ; we only urge for what e conceive the
colonies are justly entitled to have—that is,
the duty so adjnsted that t.hex may be able to
compete on equal terms with foreigners, every
advantage and disadvantage being tairly tak-
en into account. : 3
But it is quite evident that even Sjr C.
"Wood himself has great doubts and misgiy-
ings of the propriety of his proposed measure;
for, as reported in the Times, 1!(‘3 is made to
say in reference to a further reduction—viz.:
There is not sufficient competition onthe part
of colonial producers to bring down materially
the price of foreign timber. [ should there.
fore be merely putting so much money into
the pocket of the foreign producer. Now,
we have shown that already large sums of
money have been put intc the pockets of fo-
xeign producers by the last reduction of duty;
and it must be abundantly obvious, that When
the foreigner is now competing at great ad-
vantage over the colonist, another reduction
of duty will still further increase that advan-
tage. In order to meet the just claim of ship
builders we have suggested that oak and all
other hard woods should be admitted duty
free—that is, at the nominal duty of one shil-
ling pert load, as now levied on colonial tim-
ber. This, we contend, would in some degree
thongh very slight indeed, meet the difficulty
of recent legislation in a more effectual man-
xer than that 0OW proposed. And now we
shall consider the advantages and additional
comforts which Sir C. Wood says the poor
man wili procure by the reduction, and we
will suppose that the Whole amount of duty
g0 proposed to be reduced is saved toithe con-
sumer of this country—thatis that the price

of timber is reduced by the full amount of that
duty, which however, we are sure will not be
the case.

In the construction of the following classes
of dwellings the quantity of wood as stated
will be required, and suppose we put it one
half each of timber and deals, the reduction of
duty thereon will be S8s. 9d. per load—say 8s.

A house for common laborer, work-

man or mechanic rents at from

£5 to £7 per annum, and re-

quires in the construction of it

from 95 to 105feet cubic of wood

—say 160 feet, or 2 Joads at 8s.9d. £0 17 6
The next class of houses rents at

from £9 to £11 a year, and re-

quires from 145 to 165 feet cubic

in the construction, or say about

3 loads, at 8s. 9d. 1468
The third class of houses at an an-

nual rent of from £18 to £20, re-

quires in the comstruction 250

feet cubic, or 5 loads at 8s. 9d. 2 il

Now we might go on to show the amount |

of annnal saving which the foregoing 17s. td.
expected by Sir C. Wood to be gained by the
poor man, would give ; but that is surely
quite-unnecessary. We are, however, con-
vinced that the poor man would never receive
the least benefit from it, for if even, as already
supposed, the whole redaction of the duty pro-
posed were to be secured to the consumer pf
wood in this country, such a small saving in
the eonstruction of the house would not re-
duce the annual rent of it.

Surely then for an object so trifling, and
withal so uncertain, it can neither be safe,
wise, nor patriotic pelicy to hazard the direct
interests of this nation, and the peace and loy-
alty of our North American Colonies, whose
interests commercially, even under existing
trade regulations with this country, would
most assuredly be more advanced by connex-
ion with the United States than 1o 1emain as
at present ; and if this be so, it may easily be
conceived what the tesult will be it their
timber trade should be sacrificed, for they
have now no other of any impoitance with
this country.

We are, Sir, your very obd’t servants,

Porrok, GiLmour, & Co.

Glasgow, April 9, 1851.

[ A press of matter compels us to postpone
the publication of Messrs. Pollok, Gilmour &
Co’s. letter to Lord John Russell, and mr Al-
len Gilmour's letter to the Right Hon. Mr La-
bouchere, until next week.]—Ed. Gleaner.

MIRAMICHI:

CuatuaM, Moxpay, JuNe 9, 1851,

Axorner RarLroap Scueme.—We are
indebted to the St. John Morning News for
the following eopy of a Letter, which has been
issued by the Deputy Chairman of the « Ca-
nada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia Rai!-
way Company,” which it appears hag been
established in London. If the Colonies fail
in procuring Railroads it will not be for
want of “ Schemes” Our contemporary has
a long article on the subject, in which he
deals some heavy blows at the projectors.—
He concludes as follows :

% Now, seriously, we have no objection to
companies or capitalists, in England, spend-
ing their money as they please.  They may
throw it into the Thames for that matter. It
they are so green as to believe (according to
the Prospectus) that a Railroad can be built
from Halifax to Montreal, a distance of 740
miles of £1,480,000—when the Halifax and
Quebec line (a shorter distance) is estimated

to.cost £5,000,000—if they can believe that

the work may be done tor £1,500 per mile—
and finally believe that when it is done the
stock will yield from 15 to 20 per cent. inter-
est—then let them believe away, without
seeking further information. It is their busi-
ness—not our’s. There is some rajlway fun
ahead yet, depend upon it. It is a great mis-
fortune, however, that New Brunswick must
stand still until these ninny-hammers beat
themselves flat.”

We copy below the Letteralluded to above:

* LonpoN, May 9, 1851.

¢ Gentlemen,—Ido myselfthe honor f'ncon-
nection with tne interest the English Direc-
tors of the Canada, New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia Railway' Company take in the deve-
lopement of the resources of the British North
American Provinces, and more especially
New Brunswick of communicating personal-
ly with you upon matters of vast importance
intimately associated with the future pros-
pects of your noble Province.

As Deputy Chairman of the great railway
from Montreal to. Halifax, I have in the first
place the pleasure to inform you, that through
the warm support of the most eminent men
In Xngland, this great national work will be
commenced without further delay.

The capital for the construction of the line
will be at once advanced by English Share-
ho!dgrs! and nnconnected by the oppressive
restrictions suggested by Earl Grey, you wili
this summer see thisgreat work in rapid pro-
gress. The obstacles which were offered to
the Company by persons interested in an ad-
verse scheme, the tendency of which would
have been 10 divert- the entive traffic of the
British North American Provinces into the
United States have now vanished, and backed
by the capital, rapk, and intelligence of the
mother country, the Canada, New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia Railway Company will ef-
fectually carry out the objects contemplated

_//

in the act of Incorporation passed in Canada
28th July, 1847—gazetted by Proclamation on
the 24th Jume, 1848, and approved of in the
Imperial Council by Royal Assenton the 15th
of April 1847,and for the further extension ot
the powers of which in New Brunswick you
will see the official notice in the Gazette of
the Oth April, signed by Mr Timmis, the See-
retary of the Company.

To the Hon. William Black, President Legis-
lative Council :

To the Hon. Charles Simonds Speaker of the
Assembly :

Deeply impressed with the importance of
anything which cdn tend to ‘the permanency
of our Sovereign’s rule in New Brunswick,
the Directors of the Company resident in
England, have resolved to etfectvally aid your
endeavors 1o resist the impolitic and ruinous
measures of the present Government for the
repeal of the Timber Duties on foreign wood,
the effect of which would be the ruin of your
province, and the hastening of a severance
from the Imperial Crown. For the above
purpose they have inserted-an advertisement
in this day’s Times, a copy ol which is enclos-
ed, notifying the convening ofa public meet-
ing in the City of London, to boldly defend
the cause you have so eloquently submitted
in your memorial to the House of Peers. His
Grace the Duke of Richmond has been invit-
ed to preside, and the meeting will be attend-
ed by the most influential members of Par-
liament, impressed with the vast importance
of resisting any further tampering with the
feelings of the inhabitants of our noble Ame-
rican Colonies.

You will hear by the next mail tne result
of the meeting which will be held in the en-
suing week. The Directors beg of me to
convey to you, and through you to the Legis-
lative Assembly, which has unanimously pe-
titioned against the repeal of the timber da-
ties, their determination to 2id by effectual
means the great cause you represent; They
will, while developing the resources of New
Brunswick by their great line, also bear in
mind the necessity there now arises for a
powerful body to compete in England with
the impolitic measures of the Government,
which are ne less ruinous to che British
North American Provinces than destructive
ot that good feeling which should exist be-
tween the Colonies and the mother country
—the tendency of which would peril the very
existence of the ties connecting you with the
British empire.

I enclose herewith a proof copy of the Eng-
lish Prospectus of the Company, in next
week’s papers, the same will be pu')licly ad-
vertised. An eminent firm in the city has
undertaken the entire disposal of the stock
within two months. Already £500,000 has
been subscribed for.

Thae company have officially notified to the
Barl Grey, their operations, and the basis
upon which they would alone accept of a na-
tional aid, to a work which private capital
and British enterprise are fully capable of
carrying out untrammelled by the' suggestive
wissions of irresponsible Agents, as evinced
in the unauthorised and officious interfer-
ference of Mr Howe, which the Canada, New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia Railway Compa-
ny have effectuelly repudiated.

I have, in conclusion, the pleasure of in-
forming you that a nobleman of large fortune
has accepted the chairmanship of the Rail-
way, while the Company will be presided
over by a noble Duke of great influence.

I have the honor to remain, Gentlemen,
your .most obedient humble servant,

ARTHUR SLLEIGH.
Deputy Chairman.

Whatever may be said in reference to the
practicability of the above scheme, or the
wisdom displayed by the parties who have
engaged in it, it is gratifying to us to witness
the interest which the people of England are
now taking in the affairs of these Colonies ;
and we feel convinced that measures calculat-
ed to benefit both the Parent State and her de-

pendencies in this Continent will ultimately
grow out ofthem,

A late London paper says that Mr Arthur
Sleizgh, deputy chairman of the New Brans-
wick, and Nova Scotia railway company, ac-
companied by Mr Andrew Clarke and Mr
James Davidson, had an interview on Tues-
day the 6th inst. with Earl Grey at the Co-
lonial Office.

YN T TR e

NewrounpLAND.—The sum of one thou-
sand pounds sterling per vear, for three years
with remission of duty on coals, has been
voted in the Assembly to be paid to any party
who will run a steamer monthly, for ten
months, between the nited Kingdom, Saint
John's, and the United States, the vessel to
be of 600 tons if a screw boat, and 800 tons if
a paddle boat.

The Patriot says the continuous easterly
Winds have had a most deleterious effect upon
the general health of the city. There is
scarcely a tamily Who has not some of its
members suffering from influenza,

Base Corn.—A person reporting his name
as John Roach,and apparently a sailor, was
apprehended and convicted on Thursday last
ofpassing a number of spurious Sovereigns.

LAUNGHES. /s bus i)

On'the 17th May, from the building ¥2 .
of Messrs. G. & A. Smith, in Bathurst,
Schooner of 85' tons measurement, nam
the Maria Adele. She is TBPTesemed toter.
‘a fine craft, and reflects credit on the mas
Dbuilder, Mr S. White.

At the same place, on the 31
the yard of Mr James M. Wolnaupteh i
brigantine Caroline, of the burthen f" £ w!]nj
She is said to be a very substantially b‘”l
vessel. The master builder is Mr Joseph Ha“;

On the 3d June, at the same places gon-
the building yard of Messrs. Fergll.son: » ?71
kin & Co, the Gipsey, a Brigantine ' °
tons register. Mr James Willis is the By
ter builder, and the superior construcno;l
and model of the vessel, it is said, reflect
much credit on him. g

From the bnilding yard of Messrs. Jf’h“ .
T. Jardine, in Richibucto, on the moris ',
Wednesday last, the Ship Roderick Dh“e'ot
the burthen of 1,167 tons new measu"emex;x;
She is represented to be a superior modeb, o
be constructed of excellent materials, f’“d'
every respect to reflect credit on the skill ai
enterprise of her builders.

st h!ﬂ% from
the

Deaths.

At the residence of Mr Francis E”'or'u l!rt
the Parish of Newcastle, on the 25th T
Mrs Mary CArRrRvTHERS, in the 84th ¥
of her age. ;

At he% father's residence, Tabusmtac:lg‘l’;f
the night of Monday, 2nd June, ANS, dawh
ter of Roderick McLeod, Esgq., in lh?l o
year of her age. During a protracted il "’i )
she manifested the utmost patience and reﬁrm
nation to the Divine will, exhibiting 8

Ation; ; nd
faith in the Redeemer’s merits. "'s e,,cr
truly was peace. She has left a deep ¢ [l)"'

and affection for her memory, among &

merous circle of relatives and acqumﬂf““c::
At Newcastle, on Wednesday last, LL“)‘ 51

widow of the late Mr James Ryan, a8¢

years. il

Ship News.

PORT OF MIRAMICHL

b I,
FExTERED, June 2, brig Arethusa, H“,':e&

Cork, 36 days, ballast, Gilmour, Raﬂk;; N,
Co. Spoke on the 28th April, in lat. 49 ool
lon. 14 40, the New Brunswick, of lee""'m,
for New York. Also, on the 17th ir b
spoke the Elizabeth, of Harrington, a8,
Limerick to New York, in lat. 47 24, Jo™
Schr Vine, Campbell, P. E. Island. o
4th, schr Native Lass, McLeod, Anti8
ish, ballast. ton
6th, schrs Foreigner, McDonald, ‘B"’lc.
general cargo, Burke & Noonan; Cb®

Weldon, MecLean, Richibucto.

e CrLearED , June 2, schr Vine,
athurst, general cargo. (o,
June 4, schr Perseverance, Curry, Halif®*

lumber. e
5th, schr Herald, Horan, St. Peters, ]'!m.

ber ; barks X. Y. Z.,, Taylor, Newcastlé, it

ber and deals, Gilmour, Rankin & Co.; s on
abeth, McFarlane, Fleetwood, deals, Jobn%

& Mackie; brigt Kirtland, Lynch, New/ou"

land. lumber, Gilmour, Rankin & Co.
6th, schr Pursuit, Walls, P. E. Island-

PORT OF RICHIBUCTO.

Camf’be”

ExtERED, May 31, schr Foreigner, i“f,
Donald, Boston, “general cargo, W. S. (J:a'
and W. Bowser; brig Sylph, Smith, Ne% t.
ven, U.S, 11 days, ballast, L, l)esB”’a’,
brig Lady Mary, Crerar, Liverpool, 36 d&f”
geuneral cargo, do. and others. 34
June 2, brig Jarrow, Vasey, Shieldsvd -
days, coals and earthenware, J. W. Hol¢®
ness. a
4th, schr Relief, Marshall, Halifax, gene"
cargo, J. Mooney and S, H. Wathen. il
5th, schr Esperance, LeBlane, P. E. Islan®
ballast. pobs
Crearep, May 30, schr Clarisse, Chal™
Quebec. it
June 2, schr Visitor Cousins, Canso, 52"
J. W, Holderness,
3rd, schr Dove, Gamache, Quebec.

PORT OF BUCTOUCHE.

Exrterep, May 28, bark Elizabeth and s;]
rah, Parkinson, Shields, ballast, J. McPbeli®™?
brig Victoria, Bemister, Newloundland, d‘;'l :

31st, Prussian bark Gladiator, Meseck, 1K
lifax, Cutler & Chipman; Norwegian ba
Marthine, Elertsen, London, do.

PORT OF BATHURST.

Exrterep, May 7, ship Wallace, MO"";:,’
Loudon, Ferguson, Rankin & Co. ; schr r"
cilla, Lamar, Quebec, J. Miller and other-t
schr I. L, A, Jeanne, New Carlisle, James
Wolhaupter. il

14th, schrs Sylph, Buffe, New Carlis 5
J. Mehan; Nautilus, Buzol, Carleton, Ferg
son, Rankin & Co. ; e

15th, schr Irene, Garret; Halifax, G- Ba;s‘
Smith and others ; bark Henry Hood, Cos
sett, Port Glasgow, Ferguson, Rankin & ©0-7
schr Sally, Siteman, Halitax, do. Car-

16th, scar True Friend, Godier, New
lisle, J. Meahan.

10th, sehr St. Roche, Blais, Quebec, Fer
guson, Rankin & Co.
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