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Agricultural  Journal.

Un the General Management of a Farm in

Lower Canada,

SHOWING HOW AN EXHAUSTED SOIL MAY BE
RENDERED PRRFECTLY FERTILE WITHOUT
THE AID OF CAPITAL.

BY a FARMER IN THE DISTRICT OF MONTREAL.

Tra"s.l“led and publistied with additional Notes, under the su-
erintendence of the New Brunswick Societv for the En-
fOuragement of Agriculture, Home Manu(actures, and' €om-

mercf’ and by that Society presented and recommended to

¢ Farmers of this Province*

PLOUGHING.

i‘H 1t be thought absolulgly necessary 1o summer-fallow, that
‘oli}(! lllough without sowing, _“‘luch only happen§ whgn the
b 1S 80 hard and heayy that it cannot be pulverized in any
lhee' Way, you ought not to spread the manure on the land in

“_ilg‘receding fall, but plough the land and ridge and farrow it

Bef 48 much care as for a crop.  You need not touch it again
laru;re the month of June, when you must plough it again and
oW |

Weeqs,

] ougnay then draw the furrows in a straight line
§Wlng ther i P A

m a uniform breadih, and so as to facilitate drainage.
p h“m the middle of July you must plough.it again, and sow it
i Plenty of buckwheat. At the end of September, plough
‘heg}?m’ baving previously spread it with'dung. In fhis case
grealuCkWhezlt. is spread undcr' '\\'uh the manure, and serves
be go Y to increase the latter. - The land thus prepared ought to
“me\h_n with wheat the ensuing spiing, and you may add a
fouy timothy and clover. A bushel of timothy will suffice for

re°l' five acres, and three or four pounds of clover to each
‘hfy foll')\\'ing the method above described, you will have, in
of ‘lf:asl()‘llbﬁl, quadrupled, or more than quadrupled the fertility

il.

i 2ve now done all that 1 can for field A. I have weeded

W it s0 as to render it even, and destioy the roots ot the :

{‘hundredth part of the means which we have of increasing our

| stock of manuve: I shalk:icontent myself withalluding to the

| yich deposits of bog-moull; which we possess, and the lime-
stone which can be had every where. The vely \\'equ even,
which are the curse of our fields, may be conserted into good
manure.

DRAINING.

Although Drainage is a yrofitable improvement of th'e' Tand,
it is so expensive that I will say nothing moe about it than
what the Canadian farmers know already, thatis, that the land
| ought to be so ditched that water cannot. lodge and render the
soil unproductive.

There are always spare days, however, suc) as a damp day
in harvest, or when the fros$ stops the plougaing in the fall,
when underdraining might be done to a rousiderable extent.
All draiss in this climate should be at least 34 feet deep, cut as
narrow as possible, and filled with' eighteen inches of broken
stones, or laid with draining tiles. Whetever the land is
springy, ; \ ’
good.  The drains should be cut parallel, from 20 to 30 feet
apart, and should run.in the direction of the lowest level.

?. STOCK.

! As for the sort of Stosk which ought to bt kept, I would ad-

vise a regular proportion of a.ll the animals vhich prosper with
. us, because one sort may be fed on the food vhich another will
not touch. For instance; Sheep eat greedilyand get fat upon
French beans, which no other creature but man use.

HORSES.

The Canadian Horses are, everything considered, the best
breed for the country, but'we ought to take care to raise only
the best sorts : the system of leaving entireall the small miser-
able stallious, is sure to deteriorate the bred: Colts onght to
be fed abundantly, particularly during the first winter aiter
weaning.. Nothing can-be more absurd tha the idea of starv-
ing a young Colt, for tke purpose of makingit hardy: still the
idea is rather commonly entertained. Coltg like children, re-
quire ample liberty and ample nourishment,

CATTLE.

The Canadian bieed is perhaps the best fa the country, and
the best to yield milk, butter, &ec., provider care be taken to

tronanured it as well as 1 can; and after having taken the
lhiapﬁ” roots and the erop of wheat or barley next year, 1 leave
the L€ to rest until the other ficlds pave been improved in

Sme way, and according to tie method above described.
of o this shall have been effected,

|
|
|

that is to say'in the space |

8 B : o g
the lbx years, or in the year 1853, tha worst will be over, and |
b iname may be considered as #aine The fields will then |

u a clean and fertile condition, and their value will ¢
“,"“}'

' onse- |
' be greatly increased.

hiol ‘ The Farm of 70 or 80 acres, !
th- In 1849 only sustained thiee or four miserable cows. and
“apq?»,ps Do more than an equal number of sickly sheep, will be
i le in less than ten years of furnishing an abundant sub- |
Mo “Ce_ for ten or twelve cattie, and other stock in the same |
Portion.
e of th
Con +
OD8 i
‘el o
1

e great advantages of this system of rotation of
8, that the pastures, which in summer furnish summer- |
I the stock, aye in doe proportion 1o the quantity of yoots
(1 sﬂ_)’ ‘1‘35“1}0‘«1 10 winter-feed them, and in due proportion to |
nbwr:g‘;’ Which the grain-crops yield for th‘en' bedding. 1 will |
Whe lere that farmers—except those who live near towns, |

%i“r,lell 1€y can easily procure manu res—ought never to sell a
1o 0ad of their lay, straw, or 100ts, since the whole onght
auﬂicizgnsumex\ on the farm, with 'l‘n(} view Of px_o_curing‘ a
Sojl s locly of manure therefrom, }vnm'cby the fertility ot the |
Mgy, o € Sustained. But if the farmer is not to sell hay, or
bej, OF TOOts, what is he to sell 2 1 answer, the third of the land |
Wy g“" er this system appropriated to grain crops, he will al- |
ba”'; .e;‘ble'lo sell a large part of them. The half ot the farm |
liyy S A0 hay and pasture, will allow it to produce a large quan-
QS)uside.u“e“,theea‘c, butchers’ reat ana qul_. and to sell a}
the rable part of these after having supplied the wants (.-I‘[
oy mily, It may be said, that six years is a long time to |
bat 1 the renovation of the whole farm; but T 'will
limg h NOW of no other means by which it may be done in
thyy %101 its own resources; and it is worthy of observation
tyg 00 X'dnd‘is improving every year. The produce is larger,
Drege, I the first year, under this system than it is under the
In Wethod of culture, and from year to year, the land is
lo . Vihg, field by field, and is producing more and more, so as

Dengs '€ farmer better than it does at present, and 1o recom-
lmpmv”m don‘niy afterwards when the whole shall have been
i ed under a system of rotation.

of b ay be objected that two years of ;w.lst!!re is a long time
Ty for the fand ; but you will ebserve that the land does not
log o} UNproductive during this period of repose. ‘Ihis plan
Wy o . Contributes te re-establish the almost_exhausted fertil-
ligy, - e soil (and it will be admitted, that this is the only gne |
Uy, Mctised by the Canadian kebitant), ’_buL it is also the best
gy, Ol Tuinishing the farmer with the first ne ries of life,
"Ulle:ei Atticles which, so to speak, will most readily find ap |
Wag) a“ our markets, such as beef, lard, matton,
'3 other products already named.

‘
a
1
1
|
!
|
1

butter, cheese,

MANURES.

My
'm.m“ul”es are of the first importance to the farmer, and he
lhes O everything in his power to i :
‘i"xu’lﬁslem here proposéd is ealculated so

amonnt,
rease the

)

,;]‘8 ‘“ruv.,f{ manure in propostion as the F"‘{“""f"'l "~" "j‘{‘»"’_"?{’. !
Ay op o, J Stid, the farmer ought not to s¢ ILa patticle of his
Urg. % Slraw, because these ave the principal matetials for man-
“x‘,']r“d"?Onsuquemly itis infinitely worse to sell the manure
the li.eld ‘hﬂ. manure thus economised will s:\!ﬁcc each year for
o Aftgy Which is 10 receive the root crop (No. 1). i i
‘;‘I‘d m; the crop of Oats (No 6), the land is not.yet exhausted,

4 ,sghl even yield another gsain crop. Itis h':i1clehn~:ve'.'ex'.

““ua“‘:”’," this fertility than to be obliged to bring back con-
ly ). this degree of fertility.

NS '8 short treatise, it is impossible for me to
*

mention one

Coney

uded.

{ 140 lbs. Cheese. In Ayrshire, as reported b)_’ Mr Colman, Com -

them have two pailsful each, daily—and 25 much oat-straw or
hay as they require, In jer, turn them‘into fields where
{ they can have as much grass as they can consume. The cows

| product of the first cross with a_Cheviot Ram, so as to get

select the best balls and cows to breed frors Too much care
cannot be given to this point, and the calve; must be supplied
with good and abundant food. ' Iffft~¥e deirable to cross the
breed, so as to increase the qnzm{it’y and uality of the milk,
this can only be done with the Ayashire beed, seeing xhgt the
lareer breeds do not do 5o well for the y*dutry, at least in the
yresent condition of its pastures. ¢ :

By keeping a thorough-bred Buil, and changing every three
or four years, and searing only the best heifers, the stock would
graduoally be brought up nearly approaching to the breed of the
sive.

A good Canadian Cow will, in my opinion, give more milk
for the same allowance of food, than any ether breed which I
know.

The profits of the dairy depend almost entirely on the ‘care
taken of the cattle during winter, Cows, warmly housed and
well fed through the winter, and put on good pasture in sum-
mer, will yield much more than sufficient o pay for the differ-
ence of keep. In the Province of New Erunswick, cows are
generally fed on dry hay 1o winter, kept in cold stables, and are
pastired in the woods, or on fields which have been impover-
ished by excessive cropping. s conseqlence is, that, as re- |
ported by the Farmers themsel 10 _l’robs:sor Johnston, the
average yicld, per cow, for the season, is only 89 Ibs. Butter. or

missioner from the Fnited Stated, the yield is, per cow, 300 Ibs.
Butter, or 500 Ibs. Cheese. To ensure a similar yield, the fol-
lowing treatment is requisite: ?

Select good, well shaped, healthy cows, In winter, provide
for them a warm stable on the south sideof the barn. = Water
them in their stalls. Boil regularly tor them a mixture com-
posed of tornips, mangolds, or carrots, \\1!!’1‘ chaft or ‘cnt'imy,
and a small allowance of barley, oats, o linseed: of this let

should calve in April: the calves to get the milk for a month,

f T with ski o il :
and afterwards to be weaned off, with skimmed milk and boiled
linseed.

SHEEP.

The Leicester breed is the best to give large and fat sheep,
but it is not so advantageous as regards wool, which is perhaps
the principal object for which 'sheep are kept. :Ifhm; breed
which would possess a combination of the two qualities of fat
meat and fine wool, and a vigorous consiitution withal, would

or the subsoil heavy and retentive, draining will do ¢

i then, w

purpose T have made use of the following mixture, which zuc-

ceeded wonderfully well. ‘I'he quantities here indicated will
suflice for twerty sheep.

Rosin, 4 lbs.
Common 0Ojl, 3 pints.
Butter, 3 lbs,

The oil ought to be beated to

the melting point of the rosin
and the butter o €

L lhe er then added after the oil has ceased io boil,
which is a point requiring attention, The whole ought to be
stirred until they become thoroughly mixed ; and should the
composition prove to be too thick to be used, buttermilk or
cream may be added, taking care to mix well, This ointment
1s to be smeared on the skin of the sheep in parallel lines, dis-
tant one inch from each other, and for the whole lenoth of the
creature, This application destroys vermin, invigorates the
growth of the wool, and protects the animal againstacold. This
precaution is absolutely necessary if we wish to secure a good
{lock of sheep.

Another thing of great importance is, never to shut up sheep
in a close, ill-ventilated place. It would be better to pen them
up in some corner of the barn rather than to treat them so.
The sheep can naturally endure a considerable - degree of cold,
but it cannot do without fresh air; consequently the fold ought
always to be well ventilated.

It is a very bad practice to let the rams walk with the sheep
in autumn, because that is the reason why the ewes drop their
lambs too early in the spring. The ram (and a single one will
be enough for five farmers,) ought to.be kept apart from the
15th of September till the 22d November, and ir, at this latter
period, he be allowed 10 go to the sheep, the lambs will appear
about the 17th of April, and the ewes will not have had time to
get worn out with suckling before going out again to the pas-
ture.

PIGS.

The best breed for the country is that called the Berkshire,
or Chinese, and as many as possible ought to be kept upon
every {arm, (that is as many as' will consume all the milk and
other remains of the dairy,) and which may be fattened in the
fall. 'That lean, hungry, long-legged, long nosed animal, styled
lhg: Canadian Pig, ought to be for ever banished. A good breed
will produce doudle the lard with half of the food. The Chi-
nese or Berkshire Boar, crossed with the breed ol the country,
for three or four years, will effect the necessary change. :

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.

Those which are generaliy made use of, with the addition of
the two mentioned above, viz., the Roller and Cultivator may
suffice until new improvements require the use of new imple-
ments.

DAIRY.

The Canadian women ave industrions and cleanly, conse-
quently they are well fitted to make good butter and cheese, as
soon as they know how, but this does not come within the
limits of the present little treatise ; besides, the cattle ought to
be .weil fed before we can hope to get milk sufficiently rich for
the piurposes ol the dairy. I limit myself, therelore, to indica-
ting these preliminaries.

CONCLUSION.

Tt may be said, that the Agricultural Societies are intended

to bringabout the improvements required by the country; but
if these societies content themselves with offering pri for

the finest animals and the heaviest crops, without teaching the
way to produce fine animals and fine crops, these will be acting
like a person who shows another a fine bunch of fruit on the
top of a wall, without offering him a ladder whereby he might
reach it. He would be reduced to the necessity of looking at
it, and wishing for it, without the hope of reaching it. The
publication and circulation of practical advice like the forego-
g, is that which would become to this individual the ladder of
which he ig in want.

-

Guropean

Neows.

From Willmer & Smith’s European Times.
FEARFUL 'BURNING OF A TRANSPORT SHIP.
The Overland Mail brings an account of a frightful catastro-
phe, the destruction of one of the largest Indiamen by fire, call-
nghamshire, formerly belonging to the East India
ompany’s service, while on her homeward voyage to London.
splendid looking ship, nearly two thousand tous bur-
high poop decks, and ber loss was nigh being atten-
d with the nost fearful consequences. .I‘l'.xere was on board
iwards of {wo hundred individuals, consisting of troops, pas-
sand erew. whose preservation from a horrible death

be the best for Lower Capada. To altain this object, you
might cross the common sheep of the country, first with a

Leicester Ram, so as to get a large breed, and then mix iilei

a i
finer wool, or first with a Cheviot and then with a e or |
)

1
i

2am. . In this way I have -procnred hardy sheep, any one of

which will yi ix or eight pounds of y and from |
twenty-two to twenty-five pounds of mu ; {varter. In |
breeding, the greatest care must be taken o 10 choose the

finest Rams, and to preserve the finest Lambs; and

= _ on no pre-
text oueht the finer individuals to be disposed of.

ON KEEPING SHEEP.

As this is of the greatest importance, and but little known,
I will add a few remarks, which will be excused, since this has
been the business of almost my whole >

Sheep ought not to be allowed to run from field to field. as
this gives them wandering habits, which injures them the
whole summer through. When sheep are well [a
treated, they will follow the person Who has chaige of them
wherever he pleases; and it they are taken and epclosed in
good pasture, they will give less 1}'0@1)10 In looking atter them
than any other sort ot stock. It is also the greatest impor-
tance to smear sheep about the midd! ;

le of Novem

ember: for which '

and well

ol

e considered truly maivarvellous.
'he details of the burning of the vessel are as follows :—~The
Buckhiughamshire set sail for England on Thursday, the 1st of
Murch last, under the charge of Captain Macgregor,  Her crew
amounted to nearly one hundred hands, thirly being English-
en, and seventy Lasears. She had on 4)‘)0“‘1 as steerage pas-
cers, about of the S0th rr_:gnnent of foot, invalids and their
families, and thirty three cabin' passengers. The passage from
cutta down the Hooghly passed agreenbly, and on the even-
ing of the following Monday, the 4th Mayeh, she was brought
up for the night, v-“-”“ to discharge hey pilot of Canterbury
Point, about ten miles beyond Diamond Harbor, The weather
was fine, and most of the passengers were on deek, singing,
dancing, and otherwise amusing themse|yes—all seemed bappy
and cheerful. As night approached they one by one disappear-
ed below, and by half past nine aj] was quiet, with the excep+
tion of the watch on deck, all werq gumed in and asleep, and
nothing was beard but the rippling of the water against the
chip’s bow. Suddenly, howevey, a thrill of herror ran through
the ship, by tha cry of fire, and the decks were crowded with
assepgers in a state of nudity, The first intimation Captain
Macgregot recelved_nx Its existence was about ten minutes be
fore ten o'elock, woen a man freported to him that he feaved
there was romething wrong in the hold, as smol

was cominw
was coming
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