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out of the lower hatchway. He went in- 
stantly forward, and found such was really 
the case, the smoke and heat almost overpow- 
ering. the men below. Suspecting that it 
emanated from some jute stowed away in that 
part of the hold, the pumps were got to work, 
andthe most energetic steps were taken by 
all hands to prevent it getting ahead—but to 
the great alarm of all the smoke and heat in- 
«creased so rapidly as to drive the men away 
fiom the hatchway, and ere ten minutes had 
transpired from the time of the actual discov- 
ery, a body of flames burst forth, and shot up 
through the quarter deck. Already the noise 
ahd confusion on deck had alarmed the troops 
and passengers, and some, seeing the fire thro’ 
the bulkheads, screamed out, * Oh God, the 
ship’s on fire,” and in an instant the scene be- 
came appalling. With the aid of the officers, 
Captain Macgregor succeeded in inducing 
the soldiers to keep calm, and with all hands, 
passengers and all, made another attempt ‘o. 
save the ship. Tons and tons of water were 
discharged on the burning cargo, in the hope 
it would be accomplished, but without produ- 
cing the slightest effect. The fire, in fact, 
-gained ascendancy tremendonsly, and com- 
municating to the fore rigging, the whole was 
quickly in a blaze. As far as the eye could 
stretch nothing could be seen but sky and 
water, which was lit up by the glare of the 
fire—the night being very dark. Captain 
Macgregor, perceiving that the destruction of 
his ship was inevitable, with judgment, de- 
termined, if possible, to run her ashore—the 
only apparent chance of saving the lives of 
those on board, and gave orders to his men to 
slip her cable, which was at once carried into 
execution. Although rio land could be dis- 
cerned, he was positive it could not be far 
distant. The current fortunately favored the 
plan, for, setting in strong in-shore, it drove 
the burning vessel in that direction, and‘ in 
the course of an hour she grounded in such a 
position on the shore that those who could 
swim could gain the land with little difficul- 
ty. In the meanwhile, the fire had extended 
to the mainhold, ‘and the whole of the fore 
part of the ship, with the mainmast, present- 
ed one sheet of flame, scorching its living 
freight, who had taken refuge on the poop. 
Many of the lady passengers exhibited an 
amount of coolness and devotion, in the high- 
est degree praiseworthy ; others were almost 
irantic with despair, and ‘heir screams rent 
the air, Soon after the wreck touched the 
shore, a steamer came down to the spot, the 
crew of which had heard the firing of the 
Buckinghamshire’s signal guns, and wag guid- 
ded to thesspot by the light of the conflagra- 
tion. Her arrival at the critical moment was 
beyond measure fortunate, for had it not been 
the case, the boats of the burning ship could 
not have accommodated one-half the number 
on board, consequently great sacrifice of life 
rust to a certainty have followed. Captain 
Macgregor, with his first mate and officers on 
board, acted throughout this tragie scene in a 
manner deserving of the highest commenda- 
tion, and by their cool and determined zeal, 
restored something like order among the inva. 
lids, who, the moment they found the ship 

had struck, commenced to throw themselyes | 
overboard. Several did so, and were never 
seen after—they were swept away by the 
current, and were drowned ; the number was 
not exactly known ; it was presumed, howe- 
ver, there were five who thus perished. Di- 
rectly on the steamer hailing them the boats 
were lowered, and the lady passengers and 
the soldiers’ wives and families were consign- 
ed to them, and conveyed on board of the 
steamer in safety. The boats quickly return- 
ed and took the remainder of the passengers 
and soldiers, and lastly the crew. On each ¢ 
occasion there was a great rush to. the. boats, 
and many of the crew fell overboard, and 
were picked up nearly dead. All of them, 
we are happy to say, were saved, though se- 
veral were greatly burned and otherwise in- 
jured by the mast falling, 
gor was the last to. leave the wreck; it was 
then, with the exception of a small portion of 
the poop, on fire from end to end, burning 
tremendously, and continued the whole night, 
and two following nights and days, before she 
glided into deep water and sunk. Not a sin- 
gle article was saved. Many of the families 
were reduced by the calamity to an actual 
state of destitution. 

It is as yet impossible to say how the ship 
canght fire, By many it is supposed she was 
wilfully set on fire by some of the Lascars, 
but no evidence had been adduced to. confirm 
that report. 

She was laden with a most valuable cargo, 
consisting of East India produce. The total 
loss is calculated to exceed £120,000. 

—— 
——T 

Colonial News. 

New Brunswick: 

On Wednesday last the Supreme Court 
opened in Saint Andrews. The Hon. Judge 
Wilmot presided. In his charge to the Grand 
Jury, the hon. gentleman was most impres- 
sive. When we entered the Court he was 
addressing them on the condition of our Cora- 
mon Schools, of which he drew sach a pic- 
ture as neverbefors, we will venture to say, 
presented itself to the mind of any individual 
in the auditory, Jn no country in the world, 
his Honor faid; were there in proportion to 
its populalion and revenue, larger annual ap- 
propriations Made for the cause of Education 
than in New I Tunswick, and yet in no coun- 
ry in the world Were the results so misera- 
bla. 
The learned Judge is zealous in ‘this great 

‘bouring Provinces and the States, were indeed. 

Captain Macgre- § 

\ identified with the enterprize, which has for 

attention to its consideration. The contrasts 
which he presented in the course of his charge 
between the Schools in this and the neigh. 

appalling. It is to be hoped the admonition 
will not be without beneficial results. His 
Honor also adverted to the Bill passed this 
session for the establishment of Municipal 
authorities in the Province, and expressed a 
strong hope that Charlotte County would be 
the first to apply for incorporation under its 
provisions. It was he said, optional with the 
Counties to avail themselves or not of its 
provisions, still he trusted this county would 
set an example to the others by an early ap- 
plication. 
The following is an extract from the reply 

of the Grand Jury. 

The Grand Jury sincere y thank your Ho- 
nor for the sound advice with respect to. 
Common. Schools, and they have much plea- 
sure in stating that the vievs enunciated by 
ou in your charge, accord in every particu- 

he with their ideas of edwation. It is true 
that a direct tax for the support of common 

schools is the only proper mode by which the 
masses will be educated ; and they heartily 
concur with your Honor n the belief; that 
were this system adopted, 1 would improve 
the condition of the rising generation, men 

tally and morally, as they would then be fit- 
ted to discharge the various duties of life. 

The Municipal Act which has recently 

passed the Legislature, isaboon which the 
people will avail themselves of, as we have 
every reason to believe they will be anxious 
to adopt a system of sellgovernment, and they 
trust that the inhabitants of this County will 

be among the first to apply © the Govern. 
ment for an act of incerporation.— C harlotte 
Gazette. ; 
Want of Rain—We are concerned to hear 

that in consequence of the up ccuntry streams 
being so very low, the lumbernen are unable 
to get their logs, &c. into the miin rivers ;and 
our merchants engaged in the business, say 
that unless we. have a fall of ‘ain, sufficient’ 
to swell the streams, business this summer 
will be very much retarded. : 

Since writing the above, a fine rain storm 
has set in, and likely to confine for some 
time.— Morning News. 

—_— 

Novascotia. 

May Day was duly honored 0y a host of 
citizens of all ages, sexes, and ©nrditions, by 
“going Maying,” although, soth to say, the 
morning was every thing but bimy, and not 
a few of the fairer portion were enveloped in 
their usua! winter costume. The Clerk of 
the weather got up a regular slow storm in 
the afternoon, by way of variet:; but this is 
nothing new in Novascotia, fo, we are in- 
formed the same thing occurredon May Day 
thirty years ago. But May Fliwers are in 
great plenty just now ; they “bloom ‘amid 
the snow.”— Halifax Nova Scotian, : 

Huited States N ws, 

The Cuban Expedition—Arrestof Suspected 
Parties.—Six persons, who are’believed to 
have been engaged in getting up the expedi- 
tion against Cuba were arrested on Saturday, 
namely— Captain Lewis of the steamboat 
Cleopatra ; Louis Schlesinger 1 Hungarian, 
and one who had attained in hisown country 
the rank of major; John L. O'Sullivan ; Wil- 
liam T. Rogers; | octor Daniel H. Burtnett; 
and Jose M. Sanchez Ymangs. 
The steamer Cleopatia is now in the pos- 

session of a file of marines. Twenty four 
kegs of gunpowder were found s:cretly stow- 
ed away in the steamer, and fom heavy bales 
of soldier’s blankets, each containing probably 
one hundred blankets. 
The Washington Telegraph states that the 

Cuban Expedition now on foot, s said to be 
headed by General Mirabeay H Lamar, of 
Georgia, and a Senor Gonzales of Havana, It 
is said also that Gov. Towns of Georgia is 

its object the conferring of libery upon the 
Cubans.—N. ¥. Mirror. 

Late from Havana.—By the Isibel, arrived 
at Charleston, we learn that much excitement 
continued to exist on account of the invasion, 
which was expected to have landed on the 
19th inst. The Captain General had received 
a Despatch stating that an expedition had 
sailed from New Oileans. The troops were 
sleeping on their arms ; horses were ready 
saddled for expresses, and one steamer keeps 
her steam up continually ; but when the Isa- 
bel left nothing had occurred. One Spaniard 
had been condemned to death, having been 
detected in bribing a pilot to assist Lopez. 

Crevasses on the Mississippi—1t is estimat- 
ed that 200 families. numbering 1000 souls, 
are now houseless and desolare from the inun- 
dation in the New River county,in the pa- 
rishes of Iberville and Ascension. 

The New York Heald states that the 
members of the IToly Council at Rome, 
doubtful of the policy of creating Bishop 
Hughes a Cardinal, applied to the Bishops of 
the United States for their opinion on the 
subject, and that they have just sent over 

their objections, which wijl decide the ques- 
on against Bishop Hughes in the sacred Col- 
ege. 

Germans wn the West.— Of the two hundred 
thousand sonls in Wisconsin, more than one 
bundred thousand are said to be Germans.— 
This race of men are settling the country. of 
the sources of the Mississippi veryjrapidly, and 

@ditor’s Department, 

MIRAMICHI, 
€uaTuam, Moxpay, May 12, 185t. 

Repvcrion in tix Trmeer DuTIES.— 

After a number of years of great commer 
cial oppression, owing principally to the ex- 

tremely tow price of our staple commodity 

in the British market, affairs were beginning 
to assume 3 more cheering aspect—the large 
stocks on band had diminished, and our 

merchants were effecting sales at remu- 
nerating prices; but this pleasing pros- 
pect is now blasted, and we are doomed again 
to struggle on with slight hopes of better 
times. This change has been brought about 
by a further reduction in the duty on Foreign 
Timber in the Home market. 

A mercantile firm in Liverpool writing to 
their correspondents ir St. John on: the suber 
ject remarks : 

* One of the results which must necessari- 
ly follow from a reduction of the duties on 
Foreign Wood Goods, will be an increased 
production of spruce deals in Norway and 
Sweden, and'in a year or two we anticipate 
seeing the East coast markets being almost 
exclusively supplied from those countries. 
with this article, and a consequent throwing 
upon thisand other West coast markets of the. 
balk of our Colonial production.. How far 

| Esq. presided, and W. H. A. Davies, 

this will affect us this year, it is difficult to, 
say, but we know that six weeks ago, sales of 
New Brunswick deals were readily made in 
Hull at 52s. 6d. for first quality, 42s, 6d. for se- 

and 30s. would not be given. The trade 
therein is paralyzed, and six cargoes of 
spruce Norwegian dealshave already come in 
and gone into bond, to await the reduction in 
duty, which is equal 10 33s. per standard hun- 
dred. Prices of deals in the Baltic have of 

re standard higher than last. Freights are 
ess brisks at 31s. Quebec to Liverpool, and 
£4 to £4 5s. St. John to Hull.” 

Novascorra:—The papers report that Sir 
John Harvey has obtained leave of absence to 
visit England, and will takejhis departure in 
the steamer which leaves Halifax on Friday. 

time ago of murder, has been sentenced to 
death by Chief Justice Haliburton. The 

time of execution is not stated. 

Erecrric Teseerarm Comrany.— At 

the adjourned Meeting of the Stockholders 

to the Miramichi and Richibucto Electric 
Telegraph Company, held on the 7th instant. 
the following appointments were made, viz.: 

President. —Richard Hutchison. 
Directors for Richibucto.—L. P. W. DesBri- 

say, David Wark, Wm. 8. Cais. i 

Directors for Miramichi—John Mackie, Ca- 

led McCulley, John M. Johnson. 
The Meeting adjourned until Wednesday 

next, at three o’clock ». m., then to meet and 
agree upon Bye Laws, &c. &c. 

St. JounN.— Thomas Harding, Esq, has 
been elected Mayor of the City. 

Newrounpranp.— The Toronto Colonist 
contains a correspondence shewing the Im- 

ports and Exports of St. John Newfoundland 
for the years 1848, 1849 and 1850. The writ- 

er gives the following extract from a letter 
which he received from St. John, dated on the 
3rd April :— 

“ Tam much obliged for the highly interest- 
ing advices contained in your letter just re- 
ceived, of the prospects of your market for 
flour, &c., as it is probable that the inter- 
course between thisand Canada will continue 
to increase, as the result of last year’s com- 
merce shows that we can draw our supplies, 
of flour in particular, through the St. Law- 

rect from New York.” 

The Editor of the Colonist make he fol- 

lowing sensible remarks on this extract: 

“ This shows the great importance that 
ought to be attached to cultivating a direct 
trade with our Sister Provinces, and in order to, 
Joster the same, I think it incumbent upon 
our Legislature, at its next Session, to place 
a discriminating duty on all imports via the 
United States and the mighty Saint Lawrence 
80 as to give a decided advantage to our Sister 
Provinces in sending their produce to our 
market and taking outs in return, and by well 
digested measures I bave no doubt but such 
a desirable end could be obtained, which 
would at once place our farmers, millers and 
merchants in a position to get rid of their sur- 
plus in makets near at home, and placing 
them independant of the English market, or 
of sueing any longer for Reciprocity with the 
neighboring States, whose whole aim has 
been to take all that is offered them and give 

mw that region, if any .part of the Uaion, the 
German character and customs seem likely 

cause, and has evoted much of his time and to impress themselves on the population. 

nothing in exchange.” 

Caxapa.—A site fory new Post Office in 

! euss its desirability must be done 

conds, and 32s. 6d. for thirds—now 50s., 40s. | 

course gone up, and are this year 15s. to 20s. | 

The unfortunate Lascar found guilty some | 

the development of their vast inter 

rence on equal if not bettter terms than di- 

of 
Toronto has been purchased for the i 

£850. ’ ; 
A large and very enthusiastic meet od 

held at Quebec on the 29th April gg 
Council Chamber of the P rovincial biect 
dings, to take into consideration the ol Ts 

of the Halifax and Quebec Railway: : © NE Bollea 
Worship the Mayor of the City NF Esq. 2¢- J 

ing was 

ted as Secretary. y : k= 
The Quebec Gazette, of the 30th; if oe 

i f th ting, says :— ' ing of the meeting, say 4 by the m0 

« The meeting was addressed lu 

vers and pei of the subjoined inion 

tions, and the: greatest unanimity © er made 
prevailed as to the liberality of the  necessi= 

by the Imperial Government anc 
ty of immediate action being 7s mail €5° 
Halifax exchanges by this mornitig 
press the hope that Canada dial § 
loud tone of unqualified approbalic 
roposition, and we can say, 85 Th 
is is eoncerned; judging from v ; 

predominant at yesterday's mee Swick 
will not be disappointed. New t we trust 
is the great obstacle in the way, bu ality 
that when, through. the instrumen’ 

public meetings, the minds of 

shall have been fully enlightened as ph 

vantages derivable from prof Satu 
ject, the hasty decision 0 a1 pub 
ill te nes fic and that they Whe 

their shoulders to the wheel for its 

this road be so important as it IS og 10 dis 

something more than merely ELH Iihotgt 

ui 
this is very well as a preliminary—We {Fly 
action and unity of purposeon the, the SU 
Provinces most deeply interested 18° of the 
cess of the scherse. The oppositi® i 
Montrealers, mentionedin our corres he Wri" 
was anticipated. We believe wit oh 
ter, however, that the united efor bstacle 
east and the west will defeateany © 
they may interpose.” doped 

The following Resolutions were & 
at the meeting .— 

+ teard O80 
« Proposed by the Honorable EdWa™ =. 

ron, seconded by A. Stuart, ESQ= 0 ehec 
“ Resolved, That the citizens 0 i 

acknowledge with gratitude the II 
of the Imperial Government, po the 
the despatch of the Right Honoreien ‘Marth 
cretary for the Colonies, of the - Railrotd 
last, in regard to the contemplate oi! 
from Halifax to Quebec, as affording hx Cou” 

satisfactory evidence that the Mot! tice! 

try, while not unmindful of its owl p time: 
and commercial welfare, is, at the S875, 
most anxious to promote the prOsPe ing if 

its North American Colonies, by i, 

' 

tained 

ces. 
“ Proposed by the Honorable x iy 

Walker. seconded by, Joseph Cachot™ 
M.P.P, Railio® 

% Resolved: That inasmuch as 2 Monte! 
between Halifax, Quebec an tion fro 
would open a direct communica of the 
Canada to the ocean during all seasoi™ ow 
year, extending the means of transfi meh 
afforded by our canals during Us intel 
and entirely superceding them in : 
such an undertaking, being eminent qc 
a national character, ought, like ovr y of the 
nals, to be accomplished at the expel i 
public treasurics of the Province. secont® 

“ Proposed by the Hon, H. Black 
by the Hon. J. Chabot : be ente” 

“ Resolved, That no doubt can hy ion 
tained, according to the unbiassed cal¢ office 
and estimates of Major Robinson, t 
superintending the “survey of thé lfeh 
routes for the proposed Railroad. fross woul 
to Quebee, that this Railroad, whiEs 
open to all points of Canada a direct8fg ps 
communication with Europe, NeW extel” 
wick and Nova Scotia, and cause a J bE 
sive emigration to these Provinces: © on 
come a second St. Lawrence during enue es’ 
wintar—would ultimately yield a revel esl’ 
ceeding our present most sanguine “age 
tions. That moreover there is 10! ext?! , 
on this continent ot a Railroad of an cent] 
having failed to produce an income = jofs 
beyond the interest of the cost of cons? this 
That supposing the apprehension ! ihot® 
road might continue a few years © 0 
yielding a profit, to be welt founded; $7 5;ql¢ 
prehensions can offer no reasonable & Keil 
to the Legislature for refusing to unde? pot 
inasmuch as works of this character 2 he 
constructed exclusively with a view the 
production of a revenue, but chiefly of 
purpose of opening internal commuBltl 
and developing the resources of a CO k& 
thus our canals and other great public ¥ ge 
which have cost the Provinces more he ool 
million pounds, and barely yield a or in 
fifty thousand pounds, have, neverthele®t go 
creased ‘more than ten fold the value Bo 
real estate-and the general wealth: of 
Canada. lod by 

“ Proposed by J. Dean, Fsq., secon®" 
P. J. O. Chaveau, Esq, M. P. P:: ade 

“ Resoived, That the movers and sechiog ; 
of the above Resolutions be, with the. op 
a committee to draft a Petition founded the 
the said Resolutions, to be presented ' ig 
three branches of the Legislature, PIO es 
them to adopt without delay such me&™ ue 
as. they may deem calculated to mee’, 10 
views of the Imperial Government, 2% og 
place the Provincial Government in & Jeo 
dition to enter with all possible die His 
upon this great undertaking, and tha i 
Worship the Mayor be respectfully requ? 

1 


