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THE INDOMITABLE WILL.

On the long chaotic night,

Came the words, ‘ Let there be light!

Light and beauty burst abroad

At the fiat of their God :

Day, with sunbeams on her breast—

Night, with stars and holy rest—

Solid land, in wild flowers drest—

Ocean, in her star-green vest,
Answered to His will.

And on man, in that first hour,
God bestowed a god-like power;
Power to will, and power to do,
Power to form and to subdue ;
And across the curbless sea,
He doth pass triumphantly!
And beneath the mountains giey
He hath made a great highway,
By his mighty will!

Oh! apon our common day,
Let this mighty will have way ;
Every soul hath, more or less,
Power to conquer and to bless ;
Let each being use its right,
And command, ‘Let there be light¥
And the lights of 1ove will rise
1n all quarters of our skies,

By our force of will.

Out of wild chaotic life,

With its under-stream of strife,
We can form a realm of peace,—
Make unholy hatred cease ;—

No misfortune can arise

"Neath our quiet-beaming eyes :—
The serene, unmoved soul,
Holdeth all things in control,

By its power of will 1

Though ignored our lowly lot,
Scornful glances harm us not ;
We accept our homely fate ;
And a beauteous life create ;
¥rom eaith's bosom, brown and bare,
Flowrets draw their colors rare :
And, thongh we are seeming stinted,
All our days are rainbow-tinted

By our noble will !

Come then failure or success,
We march onin earnestness ;
Nought can come amiss or wrong,
If the soul be true and strong,
©On, and up, courageously!
And our banner’s motto be
¢ Hope and worl, with heart and hand —
Naught can finally withstand
Those of earnest will ¥

From the London People’s Joarnal.

MISS GRIZZY GORDON'S THREE
SUMMER JAUNTS.

A SKETCH OF SCOITISH COUNTRY LIFE.

By Frances Brown.

Tae custom of summer travelling, which
now prevails literally from  the queen to the
humblest of her subjects, was just' becoming
fushionable among up-setting families in the
ancieat and respectable burgh of Duthead
when my uncle resided.in its. High-street and
his houschold was governed by Miss Grizzy
Gordon.

She was my aunt’s maiden sister. What
herage was I wiil not attemp® to state, never
having 1)01‘-2!1 Permitted even to guess at that
mystery ; but those who were, supposed it to
be somewhere on the wrong side ‘of thirty;
and for those ten years she had ruled over my
uncle’s domicile with the blended authority of
a field marsnal and a master of ceremonies.
How she attained to that height of pewer
will be best understood by Symapathisinv rea-
ders who consider that my uncle was. a labo-
rious, bustling little mac, with his very ex-
istence devoted to a grocer’s shop and the res.
ponsibility of six litile boys and girls ; not to
speak of myself and brother, who had resided
with him from infancy as orphans,though not
quite uuprovided for, nephews—that my aunt,
being besides the most manageable of women
was olten sickly, and perpetually nursing ;
and that Miss Grizzy had, almost on her
home-coming with the brile, seized od the
reins of in-door government with a grasp
which every addition to family cares and num-
bers made movre secure, It was high tieason
in that household to call her annt—DMiss Griz
zy having a faith of her own that such titles
by no means facilitated a single lady’s en-
trance into the world of matnmony ; though
1t was said, and not by herselfalone, that noth-
1ng but prudent fastidiousness had kept Miss

Grizzyso long on its frontier.  What iscalled
in Scotland her.* providen,” consisting of a
considerably supply of well made and strictiy-
kept bouschold linen, was, to the knowledge
ot all Duthead, safely laid up in a mahogany
chest of drawers, which also contained the
Sunday satin anda bank duplicate for three
hundred pounds T cannot say how far that
fact contributed to the stability of her reign
in my uncle’s house; hyy Grizzy was as good
a soul as evergoverned, It was she that did
the early 1isings and the late sittings up. In
all times of sickness agg tribulation, she was
the untiring nurse and comforter. If Willie
stayed from school, or Anpie broke the win-
dow, Miss Grizzy generally contrived to
shield the delingnent, from paternal displea-
sure on the ground of sinceraepentance ;and
the yearly interest of her three hundred never
came unknown to any member of the family,

}

for Grizzy had new year’s gifts for them all.
Many a token of her liberality rejoiced the
souls of my brother and self in those days.—
‘We were twins and just fifteen, but hard at
work in the shop with my uncle, and his al-
allowance of pocket money was not abund-
ant.

At this distance of time it were difficult to
discover who took the first summer jaunt
from Duthead ; but such was the title given
to those excursions among us when it was
chronicled that the Smiths had been in the
Highlands, the Thompsons at the Falls of
Clyde, and an unexpected temptation to go
and do likewise beset Miss Grizzy Gordon.
Farin the afternoon of ene sultry Saturday
in August, she and my aunt were busy in the
kitchen—the latter as usual nursing the baby,
and keeping a watchtul eye over the senior
five, who clustered like bees around Miss
Grizzy, now engaged in what she was wont
to-call ¢ preserving’ a quantity of gooseherries,
~hich nothing but her prowess aud vigilance
had protected from their numerous attacks
during some heurs of preparation—when [
was summoned from my biother’s side at the
counter, where we were employed in paper-
ing up pounds of sugar and quarters of lga,
by the entrance of a tall and dusty pair,
whom my uncle warmly welcorr_)ed,and forth-
with condueted to the parlos, dispatehing we
at the same time to inform my aunt and Miss
Grizzy that Mr and Miss Wotherspoon had
called to see them. 5 s

¢ The Wotherspoon's! said Miss Grizzy,
wiping her flaming face: but she was too
great a general to leave the jam in such a cri-
sis ; therefore, arranging my aunt’s cap, with
a command lo say she had a headache andfasic
the Wotherspoon’s to stay for tea, she dismis.
sed her to receive the visitors. Nor was it
till the last pot was safely locked up to cool
in the kitchen cupboard. that Miss Grizzy as-.
sumed her second best gown, and made her
appearance just in time to assist 1n pressing
the Wotherspoons.

None ot us remembered to have seen them
before; but they were traditionally known
to us as distant relations of my uncle, who
were both single, very rich, and dived at Sals.
coats:  Willie Wotherspoon, as my uncle
continued to call him from school days, be-
lynged to that extensive class of characters
known ‘as smart men ; aforge or a milliner's
shop came alike to him, :\ccord.mg to their
respective profits. He had set his eye on a
certain portion of this world’s comforts and
respectability, and would have done anything
in an honest way to attain it. - With that in.
tent he had vested his dividendof a bachelor's
cousin’s bequest to the familyin one of those
shops of all goods which generally pay so
well in small sea ports.  Befole the advent of
that legacy the Wotherspoons had been ob-
scure and unregarded people; but it assisted
in settling three brothers and iour sisters in
wedded lile ; and when only Matty and Char-
lie remained he had induced them, with some
persnasion and much subservience;to become
partners, but certainly not sleeping oues, in
the shop. How great the three Wotherspoon’s
waxed after that junction of capital, need
scarcely be told. Willie had a natural knack
for buying and selling to the best advantage ;
Charlie was unrivalled in looking after the
apprentices ; and as Miss Matty managed
their domestic concerns, little of the profits
went that way, for hers was an economy that
never slumbered. . What interest was private-
ly paid on her fortune during those gather-
ing years, those who knew the lady’s moods
and temper of saving alone could guess ; but
certain it was that Willie had grown tired of
paying it of late. Though a prudent man, he
felt -that Miss Matty’s economy belonged to
an older formation of his affairs ; and after
moving in vain for an increase, at length
agreed to the only relaxation his sister would
permit, and set out with her on a summer
tour, in which business was united with plea-
sure, entrusting the concern 1o the care of
Charlie, and taking Duthead on their way.

The Wotherspoons travelled on the Nor-
folk Island principle, for the labor was hard
while it lasted. To say that they came, and
saw, if not conquered, was the object of Miss
Matty’s ambition ; and it was expanding to
the young imaginations of us juniors, who
were admitted at the close of the tea solemni-
ty. to hear the pair relate how they ¢ did Glas-
gow, and would do Loch Lomond,’ for, rea-
der, the scene ol my tale lies deep in the west
country.  Miss Grizzy seemed delighted, es-
pecially with the gentleman’s descriptive pow:

ers. To do him justice he put forth all his~
eloquence. Not to enlarge on the causes of

great events, there was a certain romantic
village . about fifteen miles from Duthead,
known to tcurists in those days for a water-
fall among the ¢urrounding hills, a ruined
church; and an ancient castle where queen
Mary had ‘sojourned at some period not
exactly ascertained, and left a night cap be-
h_md her, with other curiosities, for the inspec-
ton of travellers. At this place of interest
Miss Matty determined to rest a couple of
days; and in an unzuarded mement her bro-
ther proposed that Miss Grizzy and my aunt
should take a jaunt thither in their company.

A new light of fashion and progress burst
on Miss Lizzy's soul. She was sure it would
be g0od for them both : one would like to say
they had seen something; and everybody of
respectability went somewhere in summer.
My avat smiled assent, but my uncle’s look
was dark till Miss Matty assured him that it
would cost next to nothing, as she knew the
prope: Way of travelling ; and forthwith pro-
ceeded to unfold her plan, the chief features

of which Were that the cheapest vehicle in |
Duthead should b engaged for the occasion, *

and a8 MAaBY as pogsible. with certain appur-
tenances 10 be mentioned hereafter, packed in

o

and upon it, under the special care of her
brother and my uncle ; who, as soon as the
party took possession of cheap enough lodg-
ings, should return with it to Duthead, and
come back on the third morning to escort
them home. .

The motion was carried by acclamation
but, to avoid prolixity, as Dr Johnson says,
I will not recount the debates on its various
details, nor particulaiise the numberless arti-
cles, from sheets to sugar-tongs, which Miss
Matty specified as travelling requisites ; suf-
fice i1 to say that as certain equipments of the
kind always accompanied ner, which were
pledged to the common service, less was re-
quired of my aunt and Miss Giizzy ; and as
she had heard of a delightful cottage and wi-
dow with whom we would find accommoda-
tion at the lowest fignre, it was arranged that
the above mentioned ladies, together with the
baby, the eldest boy and girl, and myself; on
condition of being generally useful, should
form the caravan. The cheapest vehicle, then
and foraught I know, yet in Duthead, was
a species of dismantled cart, which, with the
addition of scanty cushions, carried the lieges
at the rate of two miles an hour, roads and
weather permitting. Thereon were the la-
dies and children mounted in full blow--my
uncle at the horse’s head, myself and My Wo-
therspoon, as assistants, having the promise
of walking and riding by turns—to the sur-
prise of all the neighbors astir at six o'clock
on the following morning, when we set out
for Muir Kirk.

Our journey was on the whole prosperous
for that period ; the cart stuck temporarily
in five rufs ; the horse went thrice through
the process termed r1usting; the baby did
wonders in squalling ; but at length, though
not without many inquiries, the delightful
cortage and widow were found; and afler
sundry stipulations and great cheapening on
the pait of Miss Matty, she agreed to place at
our disposal two windowless closets and her
parlor.  The delightful widow’s parlor was a
fow, earthen floored room, the window and
door of which seemed to have been kept ra-
ther fast, judging from the atmosphere ; bat
the two notables of the party soon set to work
to make things comfortable with their im-
ported chattels ; when Mr Wotherspoon pro-
posed that, as he and my uncle had some time
to spare, they should accompany the ladies to
do the ruins, How Miss Grizzy, the moment
that proposal was made, contrived to array
herself in her treasured satin—which, to the
great wonder, and, I may add, disturbance of
the party, she had brought with her in a
band box, and deposited in the darkest closet
—is yet among the unsolved problems in my
memory ; but I can certify that the fact was
by no means pleasing to Miss Matty, before
whose mind visions of deposition from do
mestic government seemed to float; and her
temper caught additional fire from her bro-
ther's second suggestion that she should re-
main behind and prepare tea for their genera)
refreshment. Here the delightful widow an-
nounced that her kettle was boiling.

‘ Bring it in,’ cried Miss Matty; adding,
with ‘a warning look at the ‘gentlemen,
¢ Those who don’t stay for tea, need’nt expect
any : and bring a chafing-dish of coals too ;
one can never make tea well without hot wa-
ter.

Her commands were obeyed, and Mr Wo-
therspoon.exerted himself to restore peace ;
but no man can serve two mistresses, and it
soon became evident ‘hat there were a Scipio
and a Hanibal in our camp. Miss Matty found
fault withall that Miss Grizzy said or did in
the course oi tea making, which they jointly
managed, and it was not in Miss Grizzy’s na-
ture 10 be rebuked in silence. As for Wo-
therspoon, he kept a strict neutrality ; but ra-
ther hastened- the crisis by paying Grizzy a
morc than average share of attention.

‘ Don't cut that bread so thick, Miss Gor-
don, if you please,’ said his sister, in a spite:
ful tone : ‘ they count that very vulgar and
extravagant at Saltcoates.’

‘ Dear me, how rich some people will die!'
responded Grizz ; and her words were follow-
ed by « general burst of langhter.

¢ 1 won’t sit here to be insulted I' sereamed
Matty 5 ‘and Yl take my tea pot with me
she continued, clutching that prized utensil.
But our festive board was never made to stand
the pressure of her other elbow, and over it
went, casting china, tea, and sugar indiseri-
minately on the company, and depositing the
full cream ewer in the lap of Miss Grizzy
whlo making one desperate bound to save her
satin, upset the still boiling kettle of water,
pouring its contents on her own and Miss
Matty’s feet. There wasa chorus of screams
such as never belore had been heerd in the
cottage; and the delightful widow increased
it over her broken china, while Miss Matty
ensconced herself in one of the closets, out of
which she scolded her brother for bringing
her into such company.

All that the village doctor could do was
done for her and Miss Grizzy, each of whom
had got a gealded foot, but poor Grizzy's was
b‘.' far the most severe, and no power could
wipe the cream out of her satin, so after some
tears, and recriminations on Miss Matty, she
gratefn]|y-seconded the arrangement of Mr
\\fothprsp(;(>n, who seemed glad to get done
with the affairs on any terms, that he should
pay for the china his sister had broken ; gal-
’?"ﬂ_v adding, since twWo of the ladies were
disabled, the rest of the party should postpone
the pleasures of Muir Kirk and return with i
him the same evening. The Hills and
streams, the low village roofs; and the grey
ruins seemed fair 10 see that snmmer after-
noon, when we left their beauties unex-
plored, with enmity where friendship had
been, on the cart. And so ended jaunt the

; : Jost no
On our arrival, Mr Wothersl'o";'w Qalt-

time in escorting his sister bac him from
coates; and she contrived 10 kOGPG".zz had
everafter vsiting Duthead. Poor d gown
much trouble with both ‘her foot a|nd to ad-
till the former was sufficiently hea_]:mr Wi
mit of her wonted activity, a’nd' the o
replaced out of her next years mcef‘ﬁc‘;un"y ;
another summer shone on the west wasgiv:
and as it advanced, a mighty ““p"lls: app:ar-
en to travelling in our burgh by ,“ cond da
ance of a stage coach which every se

passed through its High-street, on ¢ A
tween one of the thriving towns e Thomp
and Glasgow. The Smithsand the

sons became more alert than ever;
lesser note followed their examp ‘l’]’. P necessi*
Grizzy again talked of jaunts, T! _':h
ty had become an article of her fai vaned by
to the Wotherspoon intluence; but ‘d all par-
that episode, my aunt utterly decline oweds
ticipation, and my uncle shyed ofl iauntless:
er, Miss Grizzy was not to remaiil J st once

As the tourists’ own beloved A“gi“annual'
more came round, a letter which hmer sinct
ly greeted my uncle’s household e"l cousin
his marriage, arrived from a ge.nteewith her
who was long widowed, and iving T ihe
two daughters on a s-maxll.a"'fqlt}i told s
insurance office, at, as she m_va"‘{b yof(;,een-
¢ aromantic spot within thellber[!es]e as al’
ock” The purport: of that epist ry of the
ways an_ invilation for all and sué](iz};y was
family to visit her, in which ‘o  seen
warmly included; and the present ¢ gre than
ed to have been wri;)ten nndelgl?ce"" !

dinary anxiety for herappearantts )
b Wo’L}:ld’nt it }t:e charming,’ sai g}.’:scl(a;r,iz—
our next door neighbor, to whomh :pressing
zy, in the pride of her heart, read tha uldn’t
letter on one of her frequent calls, cour
it be charming if you could make - éau»
mind to o with James and I as far all, you
gow 2 The coach would carry s a“l’{ac'
know : James would show us the %ree steall”
es, and see you on board some of for & MI°
ers that take one down to Greenoc
fle.

Mis Clarke was a little, old bust
man, who would have undertaken “':,y
and was certain to spoil it. Her l:nﬂ
James seemed to have picked up his Jed bim
lost' share of gravity,

" 0°
ling W
Ahing

and some cal od, b
stupid ;,but he was a close studem-:;d some
ing intended for the church, had ‘Pas‘a was
months at the Glasgow Universithy € o i
of consequence in Duthead; Whe'fowm -
dow’s intended trip to see the great

¢ 0
der his conduet, had been the lQP'ct eir cOM’
weeks. The glory of travelling 10, g invit®”
pany, and making good our cousin dis*

tion, which had latterly fallen int0 S(y),at days
credit, was too much for Grizzy- randeuts
of preparing garments for her own %ck fam¥’
and country presents for the Green Grizey
ly, we had, are not to be describet: L
was generousas well as proud ”:led s0 seé
way, and would’nt go empty han“ were 0f
her genteel connexions. ~But 25, . “ehe
length ready—fowls, butter, and -]'w ul”
best of her own wardrobe, and !he_neq‘,“larke's
chased satin ; which were, by Mr# unlcwith,
directions, packed together in 'oneh-f sigl “’t
much separating paper ; and in ,t isc:"s'an
the assembled neighbors Grizzys ° ide &
to the roof of the Glasgow 693Ch’ l:,lk placé
velling being deemed expensive, “’d his M
not forgeiting the serious student =""ll the PA”
ther.  She had promised to write a.,s o m
ticulars of her seeings and hearins® ., kes
aunt, as soon as convenient. ° sertlind
had not yet veturned, and we werelheﬂ the
down to wait for a week, which was
period of communication betweel "o o
Greenock, when, on the fourth day sify e
those continuous pours which d”’e.n
tourist’s month—a neighbor rushed 1%  o,ch
us that Grizzy was dismounting at ¥1° 5

office.. 'We hurried out in a body, ?:3,1 and®
she was, looking absolutely wretc R L
drenched to the skin’; but her swc e of
worse. . After losing his way 2 Sn
times, and showing them nothlﬂg..]r
gow, Master James, to whose superi® Jut e
ledge all things were entrusted: I piclt
trunk on board of a Liverpool steame a0 &
sailed the same hour, and escorted ! ¢ dis”
Greenock one. Of course Grizzy 4id gstic
cover the mistake till she reached 'e‘; anti®
nation ; and; then hastening to * the 0" gho
spot’ for advice and comfort, a neg” pout 2"
heard her ringing their door bell for &7, “pet
hour informed her that Mrs — | exct”
daughters had gone on a three “’?ek § ad o
sion to the Highlands. = Poor Griz2)  yjing
resource but to return ; and as her U8 Tyl
funds were rather closely carved, W s
been no easy or pleasant journey: e‘ poth
and bis mother came back in due iM% g's
insisting that it must bave been the €S-
fault ; and what became of Lizzy’s UL, nd £

,ther we nor they could ever learn.

ended jaunt the second.

Miss Grizzy rather avoided the Claf
ter this adventure, and prophe«‘“‘“1 a'oul"'
Master James ever getting a church. not
or excursions in any directions €00 ,nce
be mentioned with safety in her "'r‘e,(,in‘,’s
for some time ; and indeed herown ‘,’utgle in
were rather limited till her indefatig®" " qt.
dustry, with the help ot her yearly m,m-k of
replaced the lost finery. That was B’“l eag°
time, and in its progress the march of Y% '
was felt even in Duthead. The st28€ ®“pe
became daily, and gotan oppositions . yq-
great downcome of fares and increase the
velling. Engineers also encampe oon the
spot, and navvies followed them; an® ©/on
third summer our town was a railway s[ht)dr-
on one of the Gieat Western lines. many
ly passing of train and engine brought ™ i
a change ‘o the face and fashions of ©
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borough. Most of its senior inhabitants a
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