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low, as to make it impossible that they could
secure the services of competent individuals
to fill the offices. If he desired office, it was
easy for him to join in the public cry against
salaries, and on the strength of it make his
way to office. He would not advert particu-
larly to the amount which each contributed
towards those salaries, as his hon. friend had
prepared some statistics on this head. He
was for economy and retrenchment, but it
was not by the mere reduction of salaries,
but by general economy in the management
of our local affairs, that the welfate and ad-
vancement of the country was to be promo-
ted. He had, since he came to the House,
endeavored to carry out such measures as
gave to the people the management of their
own local aflairs, so that the time of the
house would not be wasted on matters that
should never come before them. He every
day more and more found how difficult it
was to be a legislator, and every day more
fully discovered his ownignorance; and he
would call on other young members, who felt
the same difficulty, to approach all questions
such as this, calmly and steadily, and to do
nothing rashly. If they legislated rashly, and
without reflection, the country may yet curse
the day they seut them there to 1epresent
them, Those hon. members who wished to
see Responsible Government fully and fairly
carried out, should vote for every one of these
resolutions. If they did not, and the princi-
ples contained in them were not now vindi-
cated, then posterity would demand of them,
what had become of the rights new entrusted
to their keeping.

Mr Jounson said as no hon. member ap-
peared inclined to speak just then, he would
say what he intended. The subject was one
of vital importance, and iavolved political
principles of the most interesting nature—
principles which must be ever dear to British
snbjects, and which were identified with the
best interests of the Province. It behoved
the people’s representatives to preserve invio-
late that constitution which had been handed
dewn by their ancestors in the mother coun-
try, and which belorged no less to them on
this, than on the other side of the Atlantic.
It had been asked whether the house should
spend time in discussing this question, or
whether they should not rather turn their at-
tention to the business of the country. But
if this was not, in a peculiar sense, the busi-
ness of the country—if the principles of Brit-
ish liberty—the right of constitutional gov-
ernment, and free legislation on all local mat-
ters, was not the first business of a Provincial
Assembly, it was indeed a mockery to elect
or summon them together, and it were better
to save time, trouble, and expense, by allow-
ing every question of Provincial interest to
be settled by Despatch from the Colonial Se-
cretary. He was not a little surprised to hear
those members decrying this discussion as a
waste of time, who did not think it wrong to
debate every grant to an old seldier’s widow,
or spend days upon matters of a mere private
o« local nature, which should be settled in
the respective counties by municipal corpo-
rations. This discussion would not be time
lost, and much as he desired to see railroads
in the Province, he would rather forego all
the good which must spring from them, than
loose one tittle of those constitutional privi-
leges which they had received from their
forefathers, and were bound to deliver, unim-
paired, to their children. So much had been
said, and so ably said, by those who had pre-
ceded him in the debate, that there was noth-
ing left for him but the odds and ends. He
considered it unfortunate in some cases that
the more able speakers took the lead, and left
nothing for their inferiors but the scraps and
gleanings. He would not task the commit.
tee by going over all the ground, but make his
remarks as brief as possible. He would con-
sider some of the objections raised by those
kon. members who had defended the govern-
ment. It had becn said that these resolutions
should not be taken np at this late period of
the session. One hon. member for Resti-
gouche (Mr Barberie), and another for West.
morland (Mr Crane), had called this a second
trial. The first of these objections was the
same as nad been urged against the reduction
of salaries wher any question upon that sub-
ject had come up: first, they should not be-
‘gin at this end, then not at that—jt. was al-
ways the wrong time and the wrong place to
begin ; and so here—when the vote of want
of confidence came up on the 6th of Febrya-
1y, it was too soon, and the government ought
to have a tiial ; now on the 69th day of the
session it was too late, and time too precious,
Who could please hon. members who thus
spoke. It was-certain the country would not
accuse the opposition of spending time for the
suke of 155, a day, because it was pretly cer.
tain they would get no pay this session. As
to this being a second trialhe admitted it was,
but it was for segarate and distinct offences.
He would not arraign the Government twice
for the same offence,andwould prove that they
did not seek to do so. He would put the case
to the hon. member for Restigouche, as a
lawyer.  Could the Government have been
tried on the 6th of February on the subject of
mutilated despatches, when those despatches
were not in existence until the 3rd of March
following, could they be arraigned on the 6th
Febraary for not resigning office in conse-
quence of the unconstitutional appointment
of the Chiel Justiceand a Puisne Judge, when
the House only teceived the evidence of those
appointments one month after that time, or on
the bounty despatch which was not then be-
before the house? Had these resolutions
been broaght up on the 6th of February, the
Government might Well have said, dont con-
demn until you hear us, wait until you get
the despatches and minutes of Council and
you may be convinced we are not wrong, you

cannot justly proceed upon ont-door. report or
newspaper conjectures. The resolution rela.
ting to the Attorney General’s Rural Econo-
my doctrine, or his opinion en the salary
question, propounded on the 23d or 24th ot
February, could not have been moved on the
6th of that month : but now when the ses-
sion was drawing to a close and no mea-
sureé on either of these subjects had been in-
troduced by the Government, the opposition
had a just right to presume that he had not
changed his mind and was still opposed to
reduction. They had given him ample time
hut the inclination was wanting. Even
though he had not proved the present to be
distinct from the first vote of want of confi-
dence, it was surely bad policy in the govern-
ment thus to beg the question, and he feared
it would havea tendency to injure their cause
in the eyes of the country;. they should
not thus blink the question, but defend them-
selves upon the broad principles of rectitude.
Having shewn that these resolutions had
been properly and fairly brought up, he would
proceed to discuss their merits in connec:
tion with the amendments proposed by the
government. The first resolution alledged,
that Responsibie Government had been con-
ceded to this Province ; and that the Assem-
bly having the right to legislate for them-
selves in all Jocal matters, should receive
from the Government full copies of all des-
patches, &c., it then conlemned the extracts
sent down to the house, on the subject of sa-
laries, bounties and judicial appointments as
unsatisfactory ; the amendment sought to
confine the right by the words, “ So far as
consistent with the public service,” and to
strike out the condemnation of the extracts
given. Now, as some hon. members had pro-
fessed not to understand Responsible Govern-
ment,and to make it appearfan inconsistency,
he would take the liberty of expressing what
he understood it to be.—~He did not think
there was much difficulty in understanding
it. It was the British ~Constitution, and
members had butlo study the one to under-
stand tne other. The difficulty with him
was, to understand the old Colonial system,
which was like nothing else in the world—
there was no nation with such an absurd cen-
stitution, and consequently there could be no
precedent to follow in carrying it out. Res-
ponsible Government was the pure constitu-
tution of Great Britain. The Governor was
the Queen’s Representative, and in all those
matters which were purely local, he, like the
Queen, ‘¢ could do no wrong.” He was res-
ponsible to the home Governmentand his
council were not. They were responsible to
the people, through the Assembly, and .he
was not. He was obliged to rule the colony
by and with the advice of his. Council; and
they were called upon to adviseaccording to
the wishes and feelings of the Assembly. He
(Mr J.) would refer to some passages (iom a
paper by Montgomery Martin, Editor of the
Colonial Magazine, speaking of Responsible
Government in the Colonies, the author said,
“ What is it but the practical recognition of
the colonist class as equally entitled with the
metripolitan, to the enjoyment of the inhe-
rent political and civil 1ights of the British
subject. It gives the colony, o favored, free
institutions as nearly as may be resembling
those of the mother country ; the political
institutions, which we have a right to take
for granted, they will prefer before any otkers
that could be offered them. It leaves them
to manage their internal affair, with no more
interference than is in the nature of things in-
evitable.”

As he should have oceasion to refer to this
article more than once, while considering
these resolutions, he would fake this oppor-
tunity to state why he considered it good au-
thority. It was written during Sir Charles
Metcall’s administration in Canada, when
the question much engaged public attention.
It treated the subject impartially, because
while it showed that Baldwin and the other
councillors were bound to resign, upon the
Governor appointing a person to office with-
out their advice, yet it condemned the course
pursued by them in this particular instance,
because the reasons they assigned were, ap-
pointiments of a date sometime previous ;
whereas they must be presumed to have as-
sented to all ‘the acts of the Governor, which
they had not repudiated by the only consti
tutional course—that of immediate resignation.
But the authority was particularly strong and
applicable to the resolutions now under con-
sideration—the question of Downing Street
dictation—because the Home Government
had approved of the aunthor’s political opin-
ions onon the subject, by appointing him to
an important colonial sitnation in conse-
quence of these very writings—they bad en-
dorsed his political opinions. e would cite
again from the article, on the duty of the Co-
lonial Secretary :—* As regards matters of a
purely Provincial character, the rule of the
Colonal Office ought to be that of absolute
noninterfeence ; and as regards matters which
are half Provincial, or affect Imperial inter-
ests to no great degree, that of decided un-
willingness to interfere.”

He would now call the attention of the .

committee to the first resolution and amend-
ment.  The amendment admitted the neces-
sity that existed for furnishing information

to the house by extracts of the despatches ; !

and if the necessity be thus far admitted, the
necessity for the whole information must be-
apparent, provided the .whole despatch rela-
lated to the same subject. It were surely
better to have no information laid before the
House than to permit the Government to
mislead, by giving just such parts as they
pleased. Why did ‘the house require infor-
mation as 10 despatches written from this
side of the waler, if not for the purpose of see-
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naged, and faithfully represented to the Home
Government ; but on this point a somewhat
ieular argument had been raised by the
. member from Restigouche. (Mr Barbe-
rie). He said the address only asked for co-
pies of all despatches, and that if full copies
had been asked for they might perhaps have
been given. In the name of common sense,
what was the difference between copiesand
full copies. The hon. member for the city of
St. John (Mr Needham) had just hinted that
full copies might mean that all the T’s were
crossed and the I's were dotted; he thought
suchan argument could only be met by mirth,
and he (Mr Jolnson) wouid fancy that an ex-
tract being a part and a copy of the whole, a
full copy must be considered the “total of the
whole.” He could not consent to the amend-
ment to introduce the woids, * so far as con-
sistent with the public service.” 1st—Be-
cause there were no foreign treaties to be
made by this Province, which required secre-
sy even during the pendancy of the correspon-
dence. 2nd—Because there could be no se-
cresy required between the Colonial Secreta-
ry and the Governor of this Province, or, if
required, it was contrary to the public inter-
ests, thatit was so. 3d—Because after the
question had peen determined, and the cor-
respondence closed, the people had a right to
know what had been done, and the reasons
which induced the doing. Such words would
nullify the whole resolution, becausc they
made the parties, who might be interested in
mutilating the despatches, the sole judges of
what they should give and what they should
retain.  The house could not say how much
was consistent with the puhlic service, if they
were ot permitted to see the whole, and he
could imagine that if the Government had
written anything which militated against the
people’s interests, they might consider it not
“ consistent with the public service” to let
them know it, because in that case a Vote of
Want of Confidence might be the conse-
quence, and the Province be deprived of the
invaluable services of the present Executive
Council. As to the striking out'that part of
the resolution which complained of the ex-
tracts given, was it contended that the Go.
vernment had given all that was “ consistent
with the public service.” They all referred
purely to local matters: the appointment ot
the Judges, the reduction of the salaries and
the bounty question. What secresy did the
public service require on these subjects, un-
less the Gevernor had written what would
not bear the light, and what was in direct op-
position to the public seryice. Why was it
kept back 2 In the very middle of these des-
patches parts of paragraphs had been omitted.
The despatch from the Governor to Earl Grey
on salaries, referred to enclpsures on the same
subject, and these enclosures had not been gi-
ven; the committee were justified in conelu-
ding that these very parts contained the argu-
ments which induced the Colonial Secretary
to act unconstitutionally in refusing to accede
to the address of the Assembly on that sub-
ject, and the same argument would apply to
the correspondence concerning the appoint-
ments. Unless some secret correspondence
had been sent from this Province, the Com-
mittee had no reason to presume that the Co-
lonial Minister had violated the principles of
Responsible Government by appointing the
Judges contrary to the advice of the Execu-
tive Council, which had been given to
the Lieutenant Governor in writing.
The Government had said that these des.
patches had been written without their know-
ledge, and that they were not responsible : but
this made the case werse, because if that
doctrine headmitted, every appointment could
be made without their advice, the governor
secretly recommending to the Colonial Se-
crelary, and thus assume to himself all the
patronage which had been expressly given up
to the Colony by the Russell purge and by
Lord Glenelg'in his despatches. He consi-
dered the amendment, if carried, a complete
destruction of Responsible Government, be-
cause it would make the Governor indepen-
dent of his constitutional advisers, those ad-
visers independent of the Assembly, and the
Assembly again but blind and powerless re-
presentatives of an abused and irsulted con-
stituency. If the original resolution contain.
ed a reflection upon the head of the Govern-
ment, the opposition could not help it, be-
cause it contained nothing more than a de-
mand for the constitutional information to
which the house was entitled and which the
country required. He did not think, however
that the censure would fa] upon the Gover-
nor. but upon his advisers. The house had
nothing to do with him, they alone were res-
ponsible to the house, and snch responsibility
they could only avoid by resigning ; they did
not take this course, and the house must
treat them as having consented. His acts
were their acts, and the public act or declara.
tion of each of them, the act and declaration
ofall. He would refer to the writer before
quoted 1o nro\-ethis—lhe doctrine was as fol-
lows: °
“The tendency of this system’is to establish
in each colony a council of resident colonists
responsible to its Legislation for the Gover-
nor’s acts, and more or less closely resembling
| our Cabinet Council.  The closer the resem-
ance, the more perfectly has the system
| been introduced. Wherever it is in anything
{ like ful]l operation, the members of this res-
ponsible Cabinet must act together in the
conduct of the administration ; must all be
answerable (except as may regard any open
question) for the public acts and declarations
of each of their number as well as for the pub-
lic acts and declartions of the Governor whom
they serve—whatever the Governor says or
does is said or done by them, unless to es-

ing that their business had been properly ma- !
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daiv time 1¢
cape such responsibility they a(’)n’é“o{ \hem

tire from office. Whatever any o
says or does is in like manner the hey une:
deed of them all, unless at the time tkini him
quivocally repudiate by either ma selves—
leave the ministry or leaving it ﬂ-lemminislf)'
as a malter or course, a I"rowl.'lc'alh.s must
once organized on anything like t Ih‘ atis:
undertake and be answerable for ‘gusin”
factory conduct of the parliamentary
ol the country.” 0
How then )("ould it be denied that ‘ht?l:‘;ed
vernment were responsible for the "?“hou‘e_
and partial extracts sent down t0 ﬂmha
His acts were their acts, because lhf?)'l =
repudiated them, and they must bear iad,
sure should the first Resolution b Jution
He would next refer to the second R‘,’sowonld
and much of what he had already sal ions
apply to this and to all the other Reso :
— gb uno disce omnes’—the second
tion referred to the appointments of the,
es contrary to the advice of the €0
alleged that they should have resign® ot At
could not of course apply to the I"'esem th
torney General, who was not then 1P o
Government, but it was of the utmost i
tance that the Committee should take aduliﬂs
—the Judges were local oﬂicel:s-'lhe‘." .
were local and so should their appei?
be—the people of this Province pal
laries—it was their lives, liberty and g
which would be affected by the perfect here
efficient administration of justice, an Jlowe
fore no Colonial Secretary should bea Jain
to appoint his favorite ; he did no °°3',2 ap’
of the gentlemen who had received woul
pointments, they were probably such asi' s
give satisfaction to the country ; but e fiad
not the question.—a politica! princiP vinee
been violated, and the people of the P]"m g
were bound to resist such improper if

rence. - aabils
The Government had said, lhat(;(})‘:erﬂof'

appointment been made by the andel
they would have resigned; but 50“1‘ Grey
that they should not do so when Ear ;
appointed. This doctrine could not "ot
mitted, because it would enable the C‘""esim.
atany time to make appointments, bYt the
ply writing a private recommendation ."a ‘
Colonial Secretary, and thus prevent hl’d 0
visers resigning. “They were either PO“,"',M”
resign, in order to preserve the public ”'Tlsﬁ'
and their own dignity, or they were no”lhe“
fied in resigning; and if notjusuﬁedy hole
they became mere puppets, and the W old
power was in the Governor, as under the i
system of absurdity. Some hon. "’emntry
bad said that had tbey resigned, the CO“hers
would be without a government, as no OIhd"
could take office under these DespalCich
This was true, and that was exuctl){‘lvs‘e_
was required ; because then the Colonid ver:
cretary would be forced to recall the G°so
nor and his Despatches, and another I‘eye y
would be sent ont with directions to 82
according to the Constitution—our s’
would be established, and a Jesson ﬁ‘“=m
which neither future Governors nor fmll:e\'
Colonjal Ministers would forget A"olnd,
argument made and contained in the amé
ment offered by the government was, '{
the Council should remonstrate with the
lonial Secretary; and the hon. Provil ¥4
Secretary had said that they did remonsire’y
Well, what had become of the remonstralt?
—had it been read, much less answered ¢
him ; or had it not been filed away in ‘he-ﬂht-
lonial Office, never nagain to sce the lluc
He (Mr J.) did not think that a ;emonslf?rin
should not go from the Executive Counct s
any case, but should proceed from the Asseon_
bly ; nor did he think this a case for l'e“‘la
strance. Where the home government h“‘.n_
constitutional right to interfere, and such}

cial

terference had been prejudicial to the l"":
vince, there a remonstrance would app‘{ed'
S

butina case where no such right exiSi/
and where, on the contrary, the constitutl®
of this province, which excluded that righ"
had been violated, that constitution shoul
preserved by other means ; we should not “sl
a favor, but demand justice, and this we coun_
only do by acts. Lord Glenelg, Lord S“’ur
ley, and Lord John Russell, had deﬂne‘}.'od
rights, and Earl Grey should not be permi®!
to interfere with, or trample upon them, Wlld
impunity. Every permitted aggression WO‘;I ‘
hereafter be referred to as precedent, and ! ”ﬂ
which could never be wrested from us at 0"
stroke, would be filched away by piece-mé?
unless we boldly expressed our determinati®”
to resist, and plainly avowed our politxcal in
dependence in all local matters. There W&
danger in such a course, said some hon.mema
bers, and we had been asked if we me'm'l‘t
rebel. He (Mr J.) thought the danger,lfa"n'
would arise from our not so acting. The fu
and free enjoyment of that noble constitut}";‘
for which our ancestors had fought and die%;
would increase our loyalty to the Queen, a!"
render us more worthy subjects ot her crow"
These resolutions contained the Great Pro-
vincial Charter, and the Bill of Rights;—t"°
Great Charter, so far as they avowed OV
constitution, and the power of legislaquf":
ourselves; and the Bill of Rights, by defini’=
what course should be pursued, and what ”'x
formation be required from the governmen’
in order to legislate.
some courtiers in the reign of King Job ;
weak enough to fear danger, when the Qr,ea"
Charter was obtained. Danger in exercisiia
our constitutional rights! There was ";
danger that the loyalty of New Brunswic®
would be shaken by firmly maintaining co"
stitutional liberty; it was the constant nes-
lect of liberty which alone cculd lead to ”.':
degeneracy of rebellion. He would agal®
quote Montgomery Martin, to show that “‘;
signation, not remonstraace, was the duty
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