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PUBLIC DINNER 

“TO MESSRS. SIMONDS, RITCHIE, AND TILLEY, 

; AT ST. JOHN. 

Last week we briefly glluded to this affair, 

and promise’ some extracts from the speech- 
est After a perusal, we concluded to give 

them as they are reported ‘in the Freeman. 
The Liberals in this quarter will be glad to 
hear such a good account of the dinner, as 

they were led to suj.pose that the cause was 

abandoned, and that Free Trade and Protec- 

tion were now the only measures calculated 
to excite any interest among the Freeholders 
of St.John. They must keep up their spirits | 

~there is a good time coming. 

The Freeman, in speaking of the dinner, 

ys i — 

It was, we believe, the first time that 
public opinion expressed itself by sucha mode 
in this country, and certainly the expression 
was as decided and [ull an approval of their 
conduct as the guests ihemselves could de- 
site, and a far stronger and more decided de- 
monstration than those who would fain exalt 
in the dishonorable and eventually ruinous 
triumph they have just obtained, could at all 
desire or anticipate. 
Mr Simonps, whose rising had called forth 

rounds of applause, after thanking the assem- 
blage for the honours they had paid him, 
spoke 10’ the following eflect—I will now 

state briefly the reasons that influenced me in 
the course I have adopted. Before the late ge- 
neal elections the people and with few excep- 
tions the Press of the whole Province pro- 

nounced against the Government and called 
for its overturn, and the six members for the 
ity and County of Saint John were elected 

pledged to oppose the Government and to 

carry out certain principles. During the ses- 

sion the whole six did oppose the Govern- 
ment ; but I confess that from an early period 
the conduct of two of those gentlemen on se- 

veral occasions and their invariable opposition 

to every proposal of retrenchment, caused me 

to entertain strong missgivings of their since. 
tity (hear, hear) and their perseverance. Nor 
was [ mistaken in my opinion, for shortly af- 

ter the House rose it became but too manifest 

that they had abandoned their party and vio- 
lated their pledges. They joined the Govern- 
ment and then one of those gentlemen—per- 
haps at such a meeting it is hardly :ight to 

tell names, but you all know the men— Mr. 
Wilmot accepted office and it became neces- 
sary for him to return to the constituency and 
ask them to re-elect him. After the decided 
expression of the opinion of the constituency 
fome ‘ew months betore, and their determina- 
tion to bring about a new order of things, I 

did not believe it possible that Mr. Wilmot 
could be re-elected. Ithought that as soon as 
it was known that he had broken faith and 
violated his pledges, that the constituency — 

almost to a man—would reject him; that no 
canvass, £O efforts were necessary 1o insure 

his defeat, for that not ten men in the country 
would be got to vote for him. To my aston. 
ishment and regret I found that the constitu. 

ency were so unmindful of the stand they had 

Previously taken; so regardless of truth, con- 
sister.cy, and principle, as to return him by a 

arge majority, and thereby affitm the princi- 

ple that their representatives are notto adhere 

to {heir pledges—are not to consult the inter. 

ests of the people, are not to sacrifice every. 

thing to principle, but are to be set up in the 
market like a piece of damaged goods, to be 

sold for whatever they may bring; only with 
this difference that the damaged goods are 

sold by an auctioneer, while the representa- 
lives sell themselves. (Loud cries of hear, 
car. 

When such a principle as this was affirm. 
ed, when the constituency had declared such 
to be their opinions, it beczme, in my opin- 

lon, disreputable to represent them. 1 felt 

that until this decision was reserved, until 

the constituency showed a determination 

10 choose their representatives for other 

aud more honorable purposes than to 
become creatures of bargain and sale, that it 

Was not, could not be reputable to represent 
them, and not wishing to retain a position 
that 1 thought disreputable, I resigned my 

Seat. Having thus stated my reasons for act- 
Ing as [ have done, I would no longer tress: 
Pass on your indulgence. Bat there are one 
Or two points on which I think the Press are 
Mistaken. While the present modegof elec- 
on continues, it is impossible to expect a 
thorough reform ; the electors are subjected 
%e too many influences, and the money of the 

candidates or the influence of the Government 
has too much power. I may perhaps men- 
tion, in order to illustrate this, that my elec- 
tion cost me over five hundred povnds. The 
necessity of spending such an amount of mo- 
ney unquestionably deters many better and 
abler men from seeking the representation, 
and keeps out of the house the very men 
who perhaps ought to be in it. (Loud cries 
of the * ballot box’) The remedy for this 
state of things would be Vote by Ballot and 
the registration of Voters. The Press, or at 
Jeast an influential portion of it, persist in cal- 
ling me a conservative—for what reason I 
cannot imagine. If 1 know anything of the 
meaning of the word, I am far indeed from 
being a conservative, and I should be sorry to 
think of preserving the present orderof things, 
for I believe 2 ‘worse could not possibly ex- 
jst. T'was always oppesed to the old Fami- 
ly Compact, and endeavored to put an end to 
their system and order of things. The men 
of ‘this compact were, no doubt, very high- 
minded, honorable men, and often men of 
much ability ; but they asserted that not on- 
ly should they hold all places and offices of 
honor and emolument themselves, but that 

these must descend as heir-looms in their fa- 

milies. 1 opposed this order of things, and 

am equally opposed to the present, wishing to 

see the principle of reform, retrenchment and 

the impartial distribution of patronage carried 
out; and 1 cannot, therefore, conceive why I 
am called a conservative. If I understand the 
meaning of the word, I never was a conserva- 
tive. 1 will not trespass further on your at- 
tention, as I believe a long speech would be 
out of place en such an occasion. I assure 
you I feel most thankful for the manner in 
which you have declared your approval of my 
conduct on this occasion. 
Mr Ritcuie next rose to speak, and was 

greeted with a burst of the most enthusiastic 
applause—the whole company rising as one 
man, and cheer succeeding cheer for several 
minntes. When silence was restored, he said 
—Mr Chairman, and Gentlemen, | know not 
in what language to express my gratitude for 

this reception—so cordial, so enthusiastic— 

1 cannot find woids to express my sense of 

the henor you have paid me. Had I any 
doubts as to the course I have adopted ; were 
there any lingering apprehensions that I had 
not taken a proper view of late occurrences, 
and had rot acted as became an honest and 
an honorable man, this reception would have 
removed them all, and they would be succeed- 
ed by feelings of pride and gratification. But 
I had no feelings of the sort—1I felt that if I 
were lo expect to be able in future to look an 
honest man in the face without a blush man. 
tlirg to my cheek, that I must act as I have 
done. If T were content to skulk in bye-ways 
and back streets, to hang down my head when 
1 met those whose confidence | had abused, 
to feel ashamed of every honest man, and to 
hold my seat and to gratify my inordinate 
ambition or my insatiable cupidity at such a 
price, than I might have acted otherwise. 
But I could not consent to retain any position, 
it by doing so I felt myself humiliated— if by 
coing so 1 felt that I could not look every ho- 

nest man in the face ; and feeling thus, I re- 

signed the position I held as one of your re- 
presentatives—a position most honorable, if 
honorably acquired, and honorably attained, 
but which, as matters then stood, could econ- 
fer on me no honor. It is to me a source of 
no little satisfaction to find 1hat without any 
concert or previous arrangement my venera- 
ble colleague the ex-Speaker, and my col- 

league, Mr Tilley, lookirg at the question in 
the same light, acted exactly in the same 
manner. Without consulting these gentle- 
men or speaking to them on the subject, I 
determined on the course I fait bound to pur- 
sue, and [did not know of Mr Simonds's in- 
tention to resign till he brought me his papers 
to sign, when I told him it was out of my 
power to do so, being no longer a member of 
the house. Nor did I know of Mr lilley’s in- 
tention to tesign until some days after 
wards, when we accidentally met in the 
street, and he told me he had resigned. It 
was gratifying to me to find the opinions of 

my colleagues agreeing with my own ; and 
the manner in which you tonight have mark- 

ed your approval of our conduct, must be as 

gratifying to my late colleagues as it is to 
mysell. But the coming together on this oc- 
casion, and for this purpose, of this large and 
influential assemblage I now see before me— 
of men the bone and sinew of the country, 

who represent every class and every interest 

of the country, who contain within them- 
selves so large a proportion of the intelligence 
and influence of the country, and on whose 
efforts and future action so much depends—. 
has a significance far deeper, far greater, far 
more important, than merely to mark appro- 
val of our conduct or pay us a compliment. 
1t proves though we have been lately defeat- 
ed, we are not by any means conquered, bu' 
that we posses so much of the real strength 
and influecce, and intelligence of the country, 

LT COTE 

that despite all sinister influences, if we only | tatives, I had laid down for my guidance in 
do our duty, the cause of reform must even- 
tually triumph over all obstacles. (Loud 
cheers.) : 

This, I believe has been the first demon- 
stration of the kind in this Province, and 
will, I doubt not, be the first step towards a 
new order of things, the first move towards 
combined and united action. If we only 
unite—if the men who are assembled here to- 
night set work determidly and with vigor, to 
diffuse sound political knowledge, to teach 
the constituency just and correct principles, 
to make every man know and feel his duty as 
an’ elector, it is impossible ‘that-the present 
state of things can long exist, or that disho- 
nesty and corruption can again triumph. But 
to complete a sound and effective organisa- 
tion there must be a platlorm—certain and 
defined principles for the assertion and main- 
tenance of which all could agree,—and the 
basis of that platform—the only basis on 
which it could possibly exist with advantage 
or hope of success—must be political honesty 
and political consistency. It is bad enough 
that the representatives of the people should 
be corrupted by the Government ; that the 
cupidity of one should be satisfied with a fat 
office and large salary, and the immeasurable 
vanity of the other with an empty title. (Loud 
cheers, and cries of Gray, Gray)—But if the 
Representatives are to be allowed to corrupt 
the people in turn, then will the condition of 
the country be a deplorable one, then will al] 
grounds for hope of improvement cease to ex- 
ist. The present state of things has been 
brought about by those adherents to old prin. 
ciples who still remained in power and still 
exereised an influence antagonistic to all ad- 
vancement, who had resisted the change from 
the old system as long as possible, who had 
called Responsible Government Responsible 
Humbug, but who, when the new system 
was forced on them, had not the manliness 
and honesty to retire [rom the Government, 
and allow the principles of Responsible Go- 
vernment to be worked ont by those to whom 
its introduction was due. They clung to 
power and 1etained office when the Govern- 
ment was lo be conducted according to prin. 
ciples they had obstinately opposed, and it 
was owing altogether to this fact, and to the 
constant opposition of these men to every ef- 
fort at advancement that the present political 
position is entirely owing, It is for you to 
avert such a calamity, by making this de- 
monstration the foundation of an organisation 
that will bring about a better state of things, 
My colleague has justly remarked that long 
speeches do not suit such an occasion as this, 
and I will follow his example and not extend 
my remarks any further than to repeat that | 
can not express my gratitude for the honor 
you have paid me. I feel proud when I look 
around and see the men of business, of energy, 
intelligence and character, who are assembled 

round these boards, and T am gratified to 
find the chair filled by my venerable and res- 
pected friend, whose character as a merchant 
stands unimpeachable and unimpeached 
whose support I have invariably received, 
and who, I am happy to say, has always 
identified himself with the liberal cause, 
"This night is the proudest of my life, and the 
feelings now excited within me T trust Ishal} 
never forget. When I see familiar faces al] 
around, and mark the spirit of conviviality 
cheerfulness and enjoyment that prevails 1 
cannot refrain from regarding this as almost 
a social rather than a political meeting, and if 
all political dinners are such as this, I can on- 
ly say 1 would wish to see many more of 
them, though I trust we will never have one 
on a similar occasion. 
Mr Titrey being loudly called, next rose 

and was received with similar demonstrations 
of esteem and regard. He said—Mr. Chair- 
man and Gentlemen, I feel highly gratified 
at this flattering reception, and return you m 
most sincere thanks tor the manner jn Woltigh 
my health was responded to. The sacrifice | 
have made is hut a trifling one; but even 
were ic 8s great as that made by my late eo. 
league, the ex-Speaker, who for over thir 
years filled a place in the Councils of the 
country ; of my other colleague, Mr, Ritchie 
who has represented the County for some PE 
years, stood so deservedly high in your regard 
and became the recognised leader of the Op- 
position—the honor you have eonferred on 
me would have been ample remuneration for 
that service. It has been said thas I acted 
hastily, and without consideration, in signing 
the document, which was signed by four of 
the Representatives of thig city and county, 
after the other two had joined the Govern- 
ment, and which document has been publish- 
ed all over the Province, and that we were 
trapped into it by my colleague, Mr Ritchie ; 
but I signed that document after mature de- 
liberation, and without being in any wise in- 
fluenced by another, though it was drafted 
by Mr Ritchie. I took this course, because it 
was fully in accordance with the principles 

! which, on being chosen ope of your represen. 

that position. These principles were, that I 
would not accept any office from the Govern- 
ment while [ was the servant of the people. 
Tis true that | was neve tried, that no offer 
was made me, and that this resolution was ne- 
ver tested ; bat if it was 1 believe I would not 
be bought. The second was, that in the dis- 
position of the public funds I should always 
actas if I were disposing of my own ; that 
when asked to pit my hand into the public 
treasury I should ‘regard it as a call on my 
own purse ; and I blieved that while I acted on this principle I could nog go far astray. 
The third was, that in dealing with the a: 
mands of others, I would always endeavor to 
act towards petitioners as I would wish to be dealt by under the same circumstances : and the fourth was, that ‘it my opinions ever 
changed, and I thought differently from what I then did, and could not fulfil the pledges I 
had given, that I would come back to m 
constituents, state that Thad changed, and 
how far 1 had changed, and tender them my 
resignation if they chose to accept of it; and 
that if the people changed, and though public opinion no longer coincided with mine, and [ 
could not carry out the views of my consti- 
tuents, that I should lay down my trust. 

It has been said at the hustings and else. 
where that in putting forward that document 
and declaring our intention to resign, we 
wished to dictate to the constituency ; but I 
can not look on it in that light, and Lotoving 
that the constituency would be right in call- 
ing on me to resign my seat if | changed 
my political opinions, so I thought that 

. had a right, as one of the representa- 
tives, to declare my intention of no longer 
letaining that seat if I found their opinions 
changed. 1 believed that no enlightened con. 
stituency would withhold from their repre- sentative the same right they themselves would claim. It is easy to prove that it ig the constituency not my colleagues or myself who have changed. Sixteen months ago the constituency and particularly the party with whom I was identified, and on whose support I chiefly depended, used every effort to sup- port the candidates professing certain woindt 
‘ples aud to defeat Mr. Partlow, then a candi- 
date, and so to overthrow the Government 
and they succeeded ; and now the same men 
re-elect Mr. Wilmot after he has joined that very same Government. To shew that it wag 
the two members who joined the Government 
that changed their principles, and not my 
colleagues or myself who changed our 
views, 1 will mention a eertain faet, and if 
the Hon. Mr. Gray were pressent I would ask 
him for a trifling favor to enable me to elueis 
date the matter a little more fully, but as he 
is not we must dispense with that, Imme- 
diately after the election, My Gray collected 
the cards and speeches of the newly.elected 
representatives, having carefully pasted them into a small book, for the express purpose of 
i to book any who might attempt to 
rat. ¢ 

Yet he himself was one of the very first to 
abandon his party, and join the government 
he had previously condemned, (Loud cries 
of hear, hear, mingled with groans for Gray.) 
I'wish that serap book was here, that you 
night ve able to examine, a from it “ob- 
¢ neing proofs of his having cha 
or abandoned his prineiples. FGA, 

I said—1T have heard it more than orce— 
that Mr Ritchie is no statesman—that he js 
not the man to lead a party or effect much 
good. Since I have tendered my resignation 
I have heard it said that my other collea ve 
and | were both entrapped by Mr Ritchie. It 
may require little tact te trap one so inexperi-' 
enced as myself, but if he were able to trap a 
politician so old aad experienced as Mr Si- 
mands, then he must be the very man to lead 
a Government at the present day, for it would 
require no little ability to trap such a map. 
But it was not we who were trapped, it was 
the men who joined the Government—the 
one bought over by office and a good salary, 
the other by the empty shadew of a title—the 
prefix Hon. It was the constituency of this 
county who were trapped. Sixteen months 
ago they had condemned the Government 
now they pledged themselves to support it. The Government had set a trap tor them and 
baited it with the most acceptable bajt—Wil- 
mot, and they had swallowed the Attorney 
General, and with him the whole Govern- 
ment. Another bait set for them was a bag 
to ‘which the supporters of the Government 
pointed. It was labelled ¢geven millions'— 
and originally it was marked—¢ bearing inter- 
est at three and halt per cent.—the princi- 
pal payable in instalments, secured hy per- 
manent imposts until the whole is paid.’ But 
this had been daubed over, and now thera 
was set on it in the handwriting of a well 
known leading politician, ‘John Bull is an 
easy creditor,’ (Cheers aad Langhter) Above 
it was an ineription, * The Government are 
not pledged to any Railway,’ which was al 
ways changed to ' The Government” ae 


