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CHINESE AGRICULTURE.

At the present moment, when the most
heart-rending scenes of human misery are oe-
curring in Europe, it cannot be uninteresting
to turn for a moment te the subject of Chi-
nege Agriculture. Every oneis familiar with
the story, that from the remotest period, on‘('e
in cach year, the Sovereign of tnat empire
descends from his throne to Lold the plough,
while the Empress plies the loom, This
lasson of industry is not without political ob-
ject, and i a nation ruled by patriarchal
sway, may have been quite as “ protective a
policy” as any tariff that the ingenuity of
economists could devise. China proper con.
tains about 830,716,360 English acres of
ground, and it is supposed that one-half of the
land is capable of cultivation, whilst each
acre can sustain an individual. If such be
the fact, we find that these is wrable land in
the empiie to sustain 415,000,000, and that
the census of 1812, by making the number
191,279,806 brought within about 54,000,000
of its utmost capacity of internal production.

The paternal government has, therefore,
with provident foresight, always maintained
store-houses and depots, whilst it taught the
people the necessity of careful and economi-
cal cultivation. By dressing chiefly in cot-
ton and silk, and importing the few furs and
woollens they consume, a large part of lh'e
empire is saved the waste of grazing, especl:
ally as their animal food is pork. The Chi-
nese laborer would consider meadows of every
kind, as land in a state of nature, and utterly
useless. Their great crops, therefore, are
grain. For rice, the staff of Indian life, every
thing else is sacrificed. They allege that a
field of grain will yield as much straw for the
nonrishment of cattle as it would have pro-

duced hay, besides taking into account the
advantage of the cereal product tor the sus-
tenance of man, of which they can spare a
small portion in plentiful seasons, to nourish
such beasts of burthen as are absolutely re-
quired on their farms. 1

Iiis said upon good authority that a C%n-
nese agricuiturist would smile if it were in-
timated that the soils had need of rest occa-
sionally, and would be destroyed unless per-
mitted to lie fallow for a season, or emp](jyed
in eultures designed only for manures. The
result is that China is wrought like a garden,
and that no offal is lost that can contribute to
the minutestimprovement of the earth. The
Chinese soils, in general, are not superior to
those of Europe, and all the farms, even in
the northern provinces, yield annually two
crops; while it is asserted that those in the
south often produce five in the eourse of twp
years, without having been permitted to lie
fallow for a single season during the thous-
ands they have been devoted to the use of
agriculture. The whole country is irrigated
with the greatest care. A net-work of canals
laces the empire, diffusing water throughout
the whole country, as in the trenches of a
garden ; and as all the immense transporta.
tion of the country is conducted on them by
the sail and oar alone, the innumerable beasts
of burden that consume the products of the

earth in other countries, are dispensed with in
China.

The ‘Chinese do not lose-an inch of availa-
ble ground. The rocky hills whichin Eu-
rope ere converted into vineyards, are by their
industry made pxoduc'.ive of grain. Pleasure
gronnds of great extent, parks for the main-
tenance of deer alone, and waste land devo-
ted to the sports of a dissipated court or no-

e : s
bility, have no existence in the empire. The |

small gardens surrounding their countiy re-
treats, diversified by useful and beantiful cul-
ture, are the only luxuries of this sort per-
mitted by the national spirit of economy ;
yet, by delightfal situations, judiciously ime
pioved, and by picturesque scenery, they en-

i deavor to compensate, in miniature, for those
1 vast domains, which, in other countries, are

at once the objects of an aristocracy’s pride,
and the causes of a pecple’s poverty.

GERMAN AGRICULTURE.

Each German has his house, his erchard,
his voad-side ‘rees, so laden with fruit, that if
“he did not carefully prop up and tie together,
| and in many places hold the boughs together
. by wooden clamps, they would be torn asun-
| der by their own weight. Iie has his corn
I plot, his plot of mangold wurtzel, or bay, for
| potatoes, for hemp, &c.
ter, and he, therefore, and every branch of his
family, have the strongest motive for constant
exertion. You see the effects of this in his
industry and his economy.

In Germany .nothing is lost. The produce
of the trees and the cows is carried to mar-
ket ; much fruit is dried for winter use. You
see it lying in the sun to dry. The cows are
{ kept up for the greater part of the year, and
every green thing is collected for them.
Every hittle nook, where the grass grows by
the roadside aud river, and brook, is carefully
cut with the sickle, and carried home ou the
heads of the women and children in baskets,
or tied in large cloths. Nothing of any kind
that can possibly be made ot any use is lost;
weeds, vettles, hay, tne very goose grass
which covers waste places, is cut and taken
for the cows. You see the little children
standing in the streets of the villages, in the
streams which generally run down, busy
washing those weeds before they are given to
the cattle,

They collect the leaves of the marsh grass,
carefully cut their potato tops for them, and
even if other things fail, gather green leaves
from the woodlands. One cannot help think-
ing of the enormous waste of such things in
England—of the vast quantities of grass on
banks, by road sides, in the openings of plan.
tations, in lanes, in church yards, where grass,
from year to year springs and dies, but which
if carefully cut, would maintain many thou-
sand cows for the poor.

To pursue still further this subject of Ger-
man economy. The very cuttings of the
vines are dried and prepared for winter fod-
der. The tops and refuse of hemp serve as
bedding for the cows; nay, even the rough
stalks of the poppies, aiter all the heads have
been gathered for oil, are saved, and all these
are converted into manure for the land, When
these are not sufficient, the children are sent
into the woods to gather moss, and all our
readers [amiliar with Germany, will remem:
ber to have seen them coming homeward
with large bundles of this on their heads. In
autumn, the falling leaves are stacked for the
same purpose. “The fir cones, which in Eng-
land lie and rot in the woods, are carelully
collected and sold for lighting fires,

In short, the economy and care of the Ger-
man peasants are an example to all Europe.
They have for years,
that, as it regards agricultural improvement,
to whicn the British public are just now be-

nay ages, been doing

ginning to open its eyes. Time, also; is as
They
are early risers, as may well be conceived,
when the children, many of whom come a
considerable distance, are in school at 6 in the
morning. As they tend their cattle or their
swine, the knitting never ceases, and henee

carefully economysed as aaything else.

hold things which they accumulate are asto-
nishing.— Howitt.
.

A SAVOURY DISH.

Put one pound of rice into five pints of
cold water, boil it gently two hours, by which
| time it will be a thick paste, then add two
pints of skim milk, and two ounces of strong
Cheshire cheese, grated fine, a little pepper
and salt, and boil the whole very gently for
another hour. It will produce nine pounds of
| maccaronirice.

He is his own mas- ]

the quantities of stockings aund other house- |

The Railwap.
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NOVA SCOTIA LEGISLATURE.

[ Belew we give the Speech of MarTin I.
WiLkins, Esq., on the Railway Bills in-
troduced by Mr Howe. ]

Mr Chairman, though I come to this house
| entirely untiammelled by pledge on any sub-
! jeet, Inevertheless promised some of the good
people who sent me here, that when I came
i to vote on the all-important subject of the
| Railioad, I would record the reasons by which
{ I was actuated ; by the indulgence of the
Committee I will now proceed to redeem this
{ pledge. I am fully alive to the deep respon-
aibility of my present position. To this sub-
ject 1 have given the fullest consideration,
and after examining it mn all its parts, I have
arrived at the conclusion that on the result of
the present debate the happiness ard prospe-
rity of the people of this Province in a very
great degree depends, and that the authority
of the Queen in America hangs on the issue
of our deliberations. My patriotism and my
loyalty therefore conspire to demand my sup-
port and zealous advocaey of the Bill now
under consideration, and I request voar atten-
tion to the grounds on which my conviction
rests.

Behold this Province. She proceeded from
the hands of her Creator endowed with great-
er natural advantages than any other territo.
1y of equal dimensions on the face of the
globe ; encompassed by waters comprehend-
ing the finest fishery in the world, she stands
at the gateway of America; from het bosom
she yields all the necessaries of life in ample
abundance ; she carries in her womb a proge-
ny of inexhaustible mineral treasures; her
water courses, her coal, and her iron, have
marked her out as the birth-place of manu-
‘factures; she is exempt from all those natur-
ul evils with which most other countries are
afilicted; no earthquake rocks her geatle
hills, no tornado prostrates her peaceful dwel-
lings, ro pestilénce decimates her healthful
population; and yet we behold the paradoxi-
cal speetacle of a people starving in the midst
of plenty—{amishing in the presence of abun-
dance! And how is this? Separated by an
impenetrable forest from our natural allies,
the millions of our fellow subjects of Cana-
da, we are forced into unprofitable intercourse
with 2 people that love us not, that have no
sympathy for us: they fence and hedge them-
selves in on every side; our fences are thrown
down, our crops are consumed, our fisheries
are pillaged. The surplus population of the
mother conntry, unable and unwilling to en-
dure our miseries, pass by to add strength and
power to our oppressor. We purchase (rom
him, and when we present ourselves at his
markets we are rudely and indignantly repul-
sed. Our manufacturers, our artizans, and
our mechanies, exposed to ruinous competi-
tion here, fly to a country where labor is pro-,
tected—where industry is rewanled._.our.
sons and our daughters follow them to seek
for that encouragement in a foreign. lard
which is denied to them in their. own. While
ourown laborer is neglected, we are feedine
those of our adversary. We are indeed, Si;:
of all people the-most dependent—we vely on
a foreign country for all the most trifling con-
veniences, nay, sir, for the very necos;mies.
of life. Our body-politic is- sick and fatally
distempered ; there is-no sound part abont it :
its lungs. are affected, its heart palpitaies, its
stomach is disorganised, ¥ is covered with
hiieously-disgusting blotches of disease from
the crown of the head to the soles of the feet.
Some wise and sagacious counsellor syggests
a union of the Colonies by means of a Rail-
road from Halifax, for natwral support, self-
protection, and selt defence. Sea how the
artful Yankee starts. at thelsuggﬁstion! His
keen eye at once detects in this project an
omen pl our regeneratu}n, and of the certain
loss of his prey, and he instantly sets himself

o work with all his energy 1o frustrate and to
counteract it, H(f runs his railways into Ca-
nada; well knowing our natyra) stupidity, he
invites us to join him inthe construction of &
line of Railway communication with our sis-
ter Colonies through his territory, thus to
hold our communications in his own hand,
| that .he may keep us asunder or separate us

at his pleasure. He pretends to know all
about our disease; he invites us to meet him
at Portland, and offers us o cup of quack me-
dicine of his own mixing, and to make it
| more palatable ha tinoes its edge with the
honey of reciprocity, which he has not half
| as much intention of granting to us as he has
{ of devouring us. “1 regret your sickness,”

says he, “and [ have provided a cure for you,
i Don’t be s0 foolish as to make a railroad from
| Halifax to Quebee, it will ruin you, T will
give you1 a chorter and more profitable route
through my tervitory” It is melancholy to
reflect how readily the people of this devoted

colony yielded to- the ariful suggestions of |

our insidious neighbors ; but no sooner is the
cup offered to them, than away they send'a
messenger to the great family p{ysician, the
colonial minister, to ask for the means of
purchasing the quack nostrum of the Yankee.
Perceiving, howover, the madness of our pla-
€ng our railroad communications with our
sister colonies in the hands of our adversaries,
he at once rejects the proposal and says to
the messenger, « go back to the geese that
sent you, and tellthem that their Queen loves
them too dearly to suffer them to fall a prey
to the foxes. Iam your physician and your
friend; 1 know the nature and the seat of your
disease—take this prescription—~go ' to" the
apothecary znd purchase the medicine, -If
you have not money 1o pay for it I will lend
it to Kou; take my advice ‘and you will recor
ver, but rest assured that if you touch the
gquack medicine of the Yankee, it will butag.
gravate your disorder and you will surely die®

Our existencé, sir, depends upon our im-
plicitly foillowing the advice of the noble se-
cretary, which has been conceived in the hap-
piest vein of political sagacity, and if the
blind intatuation of the colonisis de not frus-
trate his wise purpose of uniting these Pro-
vinces by means ot the projected railroad he
will wreathe a new. halo of glory round ,the
throne of his sovereign—he will render her
reign illustrious on the page of history; he
will cover his name, a name already favor;bl
insceribed on the annals of his country, wit{
imperishable renown’; he will do more, sir
he will lay the foundation of a British en:xpire’
in the new world that will contribute to the
power and participate in the glory of its
mighty parent in the old.

But, sir, this railroad is not only necessary
toour prosperity, but our very existence as a
Bmlsh dependency is involved ia its eon-
struction.  We live in dangerous proximit
to a warlike republic.  We are at peace wit
them now, and so long as we continue vie-
tims to their cupidity, they will let us alone -
but we must not forget that they have a\lready7
shed' the blood of our fellow subjects on the
soil of the Canadas, ~There is an clement of
expansion in democracies that acknowledges
no boundary but the ocean or the bayonet
We stand between them and universal domin-
lon in America. At preseut their avarice is
satisfied ; but let us but make 2 stand for our
independence — let us eclose our markets
against their manufactured goods—Ilet ns ex.
clude them from our fishing grounds, and we
shall soon experience a chanyge in their dispo-
sition towards us. Aggression and territorial
acquisition are as essential to the existence of
a republic, as a safety valve is to a steam boil-
er. Let us bat form a determination to pro-
tect ourselves, and we shall be invaded : wit-
ness their ruffianly assault upon Cuba inde-
fiance of all the virtue and integrity of their
geneial characteristic, whose most distin-
guishing characteristic is its entire inability to
govern. But, sir, let this railroad be construc.
ted, and from that moment the illusion of
conquest vanishes, If; then, we would avert
the divefal horrors and ealamities of. war—if
we would'preserve those very possessions of
which we are so jealous, that the most insig-
nigeant taxation alarms ys—1f we would: es-
cape the heart-rending spectacle of ouraltars
our hearths, and our threshholds, stained with
the blood of our children—if, what is nearer
and dearer to onr hearts, we' would preserve
our wives angd our daughters from violence
and from pollution; ifi:indeed, we would
avoid plunging into the lowest depths of un-
utterable woe, let us not lose a moment in
planting this railroad..

Let us now see how this great worlk is eal.
culated to remedy those evils to which I have
adverted, and in what glegree it is destined to
minister to our prosperity. The Hon, Provin-
cial Secretary has justly remarked, that the
pigmy voice ol Nova Scotia would not be
listened toat Washington. Bat, sir, if these
colonies be united we at once become a Na-
tion of three millions of Englishmen—we
can speak to them in the language of fefi-
ance; we can close the Strait of Canso against
them, and bid them find their way to the fish-
ing.grounds around Cape Breton; and through
the gates of death—we can command them
to reciprocate or ‘retire from our markets ; in
either event our fortune is made, for if they
agree to trade with us on fajr and'equal terms
we can overtrace them, or tirn the balance-
of trade in our favor; if not, we can exclude
their manufactures, and by manufacturing for
ourselves, shake off our disgraceful and rui-
nous dependence upon them, and rise from
the degraded condition of dupes and depen-
dents, to our proper position of rivals and
compelitors; we can say to them in a voice
ot thunder, “ we have been imposed upon by
you long enough—you may choose betwean
reciprocity and the loss of the most profita-

le foreign trade you enjov,” and with’ the
mbost perfect indiffereece await the result of
their determination. Sixty yvears ago the
Repubiicuns were moie helpless than we are
now, they were not much more populous—
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