.ot wombat are beasts of chase.

.ces between section and section of the Aus-

“onym is adopted instead ; just as if, in Eng-

THE GLEANER.

~dying the habits of animals, that the serpent
b3 no palate, and that in the nizht he had !
made a dart and a snap at one of the rabbits,
‘but missing it in the darkness, bad caught a
mouthful of the blanket, and coneeiving it to |
be a very good rabbit (but with rather a loose '
-skin, we should suppose), had never troubled .
himself with any fuither considerations. In
the morning, -when the head keeper went to
the serpent:housein a very anxious state of ,
mind as to the result, there he saw the two
Tabbits sittiyg up by the side of the serpent’s !
waterpan, washing their faces, to be nice and |
tidy for the day, and the last two inehes of the i
thick railway blanket just going down the ser- :
{;enl’s throat. Since this event the serpent !
as never shown any sigus of having discov-
~ered his blunder or any disposition to disgorge
his bedding. He lies torpid, as usual, after a
good meal, drinks more water than he drinks
in general, and perseveres with full reliance
on his wonderlul powers and peculiar organi-
sation, The blanket can be seen to have !
movedseveral feet down his body. It is now
about the middle (October 28). Will he ma-
nage it somehow, or will he die? This is
the problem.

From the Ethonology of the British Colonies
and Dependencies. By R. G. Latham, M. D.

AUSTRALIA.

1 fee! as-satisfied that Australia was peo-
pled fromeither Timor or Rotti, as I do about
the Gallic origin of the ancient Britons. Aus-
‘tralia agrees with parts of Africa, South Ame-
rica, and iPolynesia, in being partially inter-
tropical, and wholly south of the equator no
part of.continental Asia or Europe coming
under these conditions. But it differs from
Polynesia in being continental rather than in-
sular in climate ; from South America in the
absence of great riversand vast alluvial tracts;
.and from Afiica in being wholly isolated
from the northern hemisphere, It is with
‘South Africa, however, thatits closest analo-*
gies exist. Both bave'but small water-sys-
tems; both vast tracts of elevated barren
counntry ; and both a-distinctive vegetation.
Theunimal kingdoms however, of the two
aveas have next to notaing in common. The
comparative non existence of Australian
mammalia, higher in rank than the marsupi
als, is a subject for the zoologist.  Ethnology
only indicates its bearing upon the snsten-
ance of man. Poor in the vegetabie elements
of food, and begzarly in respect to the animal
‘the vast continental expanse of Australia
supporters the scantiest aboriginal population
.of the world and nowishes it worst. The
sleppes ol Asia feed the horse, the tundras,
the 1eindeer; the circumpolar icebergs the
seal; and each of these comparatively inhos-
pitable tracts is more kindly towardsits Mon-
;&olian, its Samoeid, and its Eskimo occupant,
than Australia with itsinter-tropical climate,
but wide and isolated deserts. Except that
his hair (which is often either straizht, or on-
ly crisp or wavy) has not attained its maxim-
um of frizziness, and is seldom or never been
called woolly, the Australian isa Semang un-
der a South African e¢limate,on a Sonth Afri-
can 'soil, and with more than aSouth African
isolation. The social constitution is of ex-
treme simplicity. Many degrees removed
from the industrial, almost as far from
the agricultural state, the Australian is not
even a hunter, except so lar as the kangaroo
Families,
wcarcely large enough to be called tribes or
clans—wander over wide but allotted areas.
Nowhere is the approach to an organised po-
lity so imperfect. This makes the differen-

tralian population both broad and numerons.
Nevertheless, the fandamental unity of the
whole is not only generally admitted, but—
what is better—it has been well illustrated.
The researches of Captain Grey, Telchel-
waann, Schurrman, and others, have .chiefly
contributed to this. Circumcision is an Aus-
tralian practice—a practice common to cer-
tain Polynesians and negroes besides, to say
nothing of the Jews and Mahometans. The
yecognition of the maternal rather than the
paternal descent is Australian. Children take
the name of their mother. What other points
it has in common with the Malabar polyan-
dria has yet to be ascertained. When an Aus-
tralian dies, those words which are identical
with his name, {in case of compounds) with
auy partof it, cease to be nsed, and some syn-

land, whenever.a Mr Smith departed this lite,
the parish to which hebelonged should cease
.to talk of blacksmiths, and say forgemen, for-
gers, or.something equally respectful to the
"deceased, instead. "T'his custom reappears in
Polynesia and in South America. A family
selecis some natural object as its symbol,
badge,or armorial bearing. ~ All natural ob-
jects of the same class then become sacred. i.
e, the family which has adopted it respects
them also. The modes of showing this res-
pect are various. If the object be an animf\l,
itis not killed ; ifa plant, not plucked. The
native term for the object thus chosenis Ko- I
bong. A man cannot marry awaman of the
same Kobong. Until we know the sequence
of the cause and effect in the case of the Aus-
tralian Kobong, we have but little room for
speculation as to its origin. Is the plant or

the description of an eye-wiiness, In Aus.
tralia it is the Babu that cries for the vouths
that have arrived at puberty. ‘Suddenly, and
at night, a cry is heard in the woods. Upon
hearing this, the men of the neighborbood
fake the youths to a secluded spot previeusly
fixed upon. The ceremony then takes place.

- Sham fights, dances, partial ‘mutilations -of
¢ the hody, e. g., the knocking-ont of a front

footh are elements of it. And this is as
muchas is known ef it; except that from
the time of initiation to the time -of mar-
riage, the young men are forbidden to speak
fo, or even approach a female. Surely it is
the common canditions of a hunter life which
determine ‘these probationary preparetions
Jor the hardships which accompany it in po-
pulations so remote as the Australian and
the American of the prairie. I say of the
prairie, because we shall find that in the pro-
pertion as the agricultnral state replaces the
erratic habits of the hunter, ceremenies of

! the sortin .question decrease both in num-

bor and peculiarity of character. A third
regulation forbids the use of the more-envia-
ble articles of diet, like fish, eggs, the emu,
and the choicer sorts of opposum and kanga-
100, to the Anstralian youth.

A SONG OF LIFE.,
BY . CHARLES MACKAY.

A traveller, through a dusty road,
Strewed acorns on the lea;

And one took reot and sprouted up,
And grew into a tree,

Love songht its shade at evening time,
To breathe its early vows,

.And Age was pleased, in heats of noon,
To bask beneath its boughs ;

The Dormous loved its dangling twigs,
The birds sweet music bore ;

It stood a glory ir its place,
A blessing evermore !

A little spring had lost its way
Amid the grass and fern ;

A passing stranger scooped a well,
Where weary man might turn;
He walled it in, and hung with care

A ladle at the brink—
‘He thought not of the deed he did,
But judged that toil might diink:
He passed again—and lo! the well,
By summers never dried,
Had cooled ten thousand parching tongues,
And saved a life ‘beside !

A dreamer dropped a random-thonght ;
"Twas old ; and yet was new—

A simple fancy of the brain,
But strong in being true ;

4t shone upon a genial mind,
Andio! its light became

Alamp of life, a beacon ray,
A monitory flame.

The thoonght was small—its issue great,
A'watch fire on the hill;

1t sheds its radiance far adown,
And cheers the valley still.

A nameless man amid a crowd
That thronged the daily mart,

Let fall a word of hope and love,
Unstudied from the heart ;

A whisper on the tumult thrown—
A transitory breath—

It raised a brother from the dust,
Tt saved a sonl from death.

O germ! O font! O word of love!
O thought at random.cast!

Ye were:but little at the first,
But mighty at the last.

PROFITABLE THOUGHTS.

¢ Ah ! they are very busy and bustling here
wow, but they will all be still enough by-
and-bye, said a cleigyman from the country,
as he passed with his friend for the first time
throngh Courtland Streetinto ciowded Broad-
way, at its most peapled hour. * And, said
ourinformant, (the friend alluded to, who had
lived in the great Metropolis all his life) ‘I
never felt so forcibly (so sudden was the ob-
servation, and so fervent the impression of the
speaker) the truth of his remark. To me, the
scene before us was an every day ene; 10
him, spending his days in the calm retire-
ment of the country, the crowd, the roaring
ot the wheels, the sumptuous vehicles of
Wealth, and the bedizened trappings of Pride,
presented a contrast so strong that the ex-
clamation which he made was forced from
him by the overpowering thought. *Ye busy,
hurrying throng, ye rich .men, ye vain and
proud men, where will you be seventy years
from now 2’

¢ Atter all) says Sydney Smith, ¢ take some
thoughtiul moment of lile, and add togethes

two ideas of pride and ‘of man, behold himyy

creature of a span-high, stalking throughinti
.nite space in all ‘the grandeur of littleness.
Perched on a speck of the universe. every
wind of heaven strikes into his blood the
coldness of death, his soul fioats from his bo-
dy like melody from the string. Day ‘and
night, .as dust on the wheel, he is rolled
alonz the heavens, through a labyrinth of
worlds, and all the wonderful creations of
Ged are constantly flaming above and be
neath. s this a creature to make himself a

animal adopted by a particular family select- | crown of glory 2 to mock at his fellows

ed because it was previous]y viewed with a
myvsterious awe, oris it invested with the at-
tributes of sacre-sanctity because it has been
chosen by the family. ~This has yet to be
investigated. The admission to the daties
and privileges of manhood is preceded by a
probation.  What this is in the Mandan tribe
of the Siox Americans, and the extent to
which it consists in the infliction and endur-
ance of revolting and almost incredible ervel-
Lies, may be seen in Mr Catlin’s deseription—

sprung from the dust 10 which they must
alike return 2 Does the proad man not err ?
does he not suflfer? does he not die 2 When
he reasons is he never stopped by difficnl-
ties? When he acts is he never tempted
by pleasures ? = When he lives is he free
from pain * When he dies can he escape
the common grave ? Pride is not the heri-
tage of man. Hamility should dwell with
Frailty, and atone for error, ignorance and
imperfection.'— Harper's Magazine.

Commnnirations,

~ NAAALNAANNANAASNAA.

James A. Pierce, Esq.,

Sir,—I herewith hand you a copy of my
Money Bill. Tt is only lately that I received
it from Fredericton ; I then handed it 10 my
colleague, Mi Johnson, for his perusal, as I
‘think from what fell from him at the Pyblic
Meeting held -eaily in the season, on Rail
Road matters, that he would be lavorably dis-
posed for «Cash Payments, in certain cases,
This has delayed a little my furnishing you
with it ; but Lthink it still in good time, as
the public will have it a month bhefore
them, -belore the meeting of the House.

d am glad to find by your last Gleaner
that ivis not forgotten. My object in wish-
ing the Bill published is that the public can
have a voice in the matter: if they require it
to become a law they should express their
-opinions in a constitutional way. For my
part I have given the subject great considera-
tion, and have come 0 the conclusion that
unless such a measure is made the law of the
land, our country will not be worth, living
in so far as the great budy of the people is
concerned, unless some system be devised,
whereby the price of labor can be established
by some legal standard. If the measure does
not commend itsell, of course it will not be
sustained ; if it.does, vesistance .by interested
persons will be useless.  They may be the
means of deferring the measure for a while,
but when the people take hold im right ear-
nest, delay for any length of time is impossi-
ble. It is now with them ; if it meets their
views .they will sustain it, if notthey will
let it dte; but they will not have it in their
power 10 complain it they do not help them-
selves. The question isof every day’s occur-
rence—" why do our young men go to the
States for work?” The ariswer is at hand,
-—because there they get cash for their work
—bere they cannat.” I hope the farmers will
not slumber, and leave to others to do what
they should be foremost in doing, that is to
Eupport the measure, for they are'deeply in-
terested. It would be idie for me to enjaroe
‘The Bill speaksfor itseif, It is and has beon
the law of the Mother Country for a Jone
time, and the Bill now snbmitted is.merel;
a.copy of the revised law, as near as the cir.
cumstances of this country would admit.

1 will feel obliged if you will publish the
Bill and this Letter in your first Glea-
ner, and I will thank any other proprietor of
a New Branswick paper to copy, for the Bill,
if' sustained, will affect the whole Province.

Iam your obedient servant,
J.'T. WILLISTON,

Chatham, 11th December, 1851,

A BILL

To prohibit the Payment, in certain Labor
Woik, and Gecupation, of Wages.in Goods
ot otherwise than in the Corrent Money of
the Province of New Brunswick.

Whereas, The present mode of Payment of
Labor, have had the effect of stopping, 1o a
great extent, the circulation of Biunéy, and
driving the best Workmen from the Province,
and it is necessary, in order to check the
.growing evil, to prohibit the Payment in cer-
tain Lahor, Work, and Occupation, in Goods
or otherwise than in the Current Money of
‘the Province of New Bruaswick.

. Be it enacted, that inall.Contracts here.
aftey to be made, for the hiring of any \Vork--
amen, Artificers, or Laborers, in any of the
Trades, Work, 6t Occupation hereinatter enu.
.mevated, or fof the pertormance by any artifi-
cer, Workman, or Laborer, in any of the sajd
T'vg lgm‘;Wplk, or Oceupations, shall be made
pafablein the Current Money of this Pro.
yjuee only, and not otherwise; and that if in
uriy such Contract the whole. or any past of
such-wages shall be made payable in any
manngr,. other thao in. the Current Money
aforesaid, such Contract shall be and is here.
by declared itlegal, nuil and void.

IT. " Andi®e it enacted, thatif in any Con-
tract hereaférto be made between any Artifi-
cer, Workman, or, Labourer, in any of the
Trades, Wo;k, or Occupations herefnafter
ennmerated, and bis or their employer or em-
ployers, any provision shall be maife directly
or indireetly respecting the place where, or
the manner in which, or the person or persous
with whom the whale, or any part of the wa-
ges dne, or 10 become due' 10 any suéh Aftifi

expended, such. Contract shall be and is here-
by declared illegal, nulland void, *

ITL . And be it emacted, tha %
amount of the Wages earned by, <t)r ‘[3;;:;;;;:
‘any Artificer, Workman, or Laborer in i
‘ot the Trades, Work, or Occupations. hereir-
after enumerated, in vespect of any Inbor by
him done in any such Trade, Wok. or Occu-
pation, shall be actually paid to s‘,;.h Artifi-
cer, Workman, or Laborer, in the Current
Money (;f New Brunswick, and not other-
wise, and every payment , uc
An.iﬂcer, kam-.m% or L?l?é]:e:? l:‘yn)},)i: o}:
their emplpyﬂr or employers, of or in respect
of any such wages, by the delivering to him
of Goods, or otherwise than in the Current
Money of Now Brunswick, shall be aud is
hereby declared illegal, null and void.

IV. And be it enacted, that every Artifi-
cer, Workman, or Laborer in any of the
Trades, Woik or Occupations hereinafter
enumerated, shall be entitled to recover in any
Court competent to try the same, from his
Nz]p!oyer or employers, in any such Trade,
Work, or Occupation, all wages due and earn-
ed by such Artificer, Workman, or Laborer,
in such Trade, Work, or Occupation, as shall

| cer, Workman, or Laborer, shall'be taid out or -

not have been actually paid to hj o
\his employer or ernprayer_s,in"ltl}!::l l(l)yu;;r“een}:
Money of the Province of New Brun ﬁ‘c)g‘ é
V. And be it enacted, that in an “.‘g‘lcﬁ,',,,
suit, or other proceeding, to be éieéﬂe,
brought or commenced by any such 'Artiﬁéérr
Workmnn. or Laborer, as aforesaid, -azainu{
his employer for the recovery of any sum of
Money due to such Artificer, Workman or
Laborer, as the wages of his Labor, in an
of the Trades, Work, or Occupation hereinai
ter enumerated the Defendant or Defendants
shall not be allowed to make any set off. nor
toclaim any reduction of the - Plaintiff’s de-
mand by reason or in respect of any Goods,

Wares, ‘or Merchandize had or received b
the Plaintiff, as or on account of his Wu'el’
orin reward for his labor, or by reason or in
respect ofany Goods, Wares or Merchandise
sold, delivered, or supplicd to such Artificer
oikman, or Laborer, at any shop or other
place,.ox‘;\otherwise howsoever; ’

- And be it enacted, that no emplo
of any Artificer, Workman, or Leborer ?n ayrfyr
of the Traden, Work or Occupations hereinai-
ter enimerated, ghall have, or be entitled ‘1o
rIrjamlam any suit or action, in any Court of
V\:'“Ykor Eqnity, against any such Artificer,

orkman, or Labarer, for or in respect of an
Goods, Wares, or Merchandise sold, delivered
or:supplied, to any such Artificer, Workman
or Laborer, by any such employer, whilst in
his employment, as or on account of his wa-
ges or reward for his labor, or for or in respect
of any Goods, Wares, or Merchandise sold
delivered or supplied, 1o such Atificer, Work-
man or Laborer, or otherwise howéoe'ver J

VII. . Provided always, that nothing herein
contained, shall be construed to prevent or
render invalid, any Contract for the payment
oryany actual payment to any such Artificer.
Workman, or Laborer as aforesaid, of the'
whole, orany part of his wages in the Notes
ofany of the Incorporated Banks of this Pjo-
vince. #

VIIL. And be it enacted, thatany e -
erof any Artificer, Workman o LZboTe‘;]og-\
any of the Trades, Work, or Occupation here-
inafter enumerated, who shall by himself, or
by the Agency of any other personior perllms
divectly oy indirectly, enter into any Contract
ormake any payment, hereby declared illegal,
shall for the first offence, forleit a sum rot ex-
ceeding £10, nor less than £5; and for the
second offence any sum not exceeding £20
nor less than £10, to be recovered before any’
two of her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, of
lhg County, where the offence has been co'mw
miited on “the oath of one or more credible
wilness or witnesses, the one half of whick
penalty or penalties to go to the person prose-
cuting for_lhe same, and the other half 1o 2o
orto be paid to thoe County Treasurer for
County purposes ; and in cage of a third of-
fence any such employer shall be and be
deemed gnilty of a misdemeanor, and bein
thereof convicter shall be punished by ﬁng
orly, at the discretion of the Court 50 that
the fine shall not in any case excee& the sum
of one hundred pounds provided always that
every prosecution under this section shall he
commenced within three Calenddr months
after such offence shall have been committed

IX.  And be it enactd that nothine herein
contained shall extend to any Arliﬁc:;'. Work-
man or Laborer or other person engaged in
any Manufacture, Trade or Occupation, ex-
cepting only Artificers, Workmen, Lab:)rers
and other persons employed in the several
Manufactures, Trades and Occupations fol-
lowing, that is to say : in or about (he Ma-
King, Manufacturing, Hauling, Drawing, Raf-
ting and bringing to market all squar; and
ronnd Timber, Logs, Ship Timber, Lath.
wood and Deals, or any parts, byapches or
processes thereof ; or, in the Milling business
in the Manufactuve, and Sawing, and I’iling'
of Deals, Sc:\'ntling, Boards, Laths, Shingles;
or in the grinding of Wheat, Qats, and all
descriptions  of  Grains, and every part
branch or process theieof ; and in the River.
driving and Rafting business, and in the
bringing the Rafts to market, and in the Fish-

Preservina and Taking business, and in the
Ship-building busimsi and all the severhal
parts and branches connected therewith, and
to include all workmen'in any way emnloy-
ed about the same, also all other labor of eve-
ry description. ;

. X. And be it enacted, That nothing here-
in confained shall extend to any servant in
husbandry or farm servant.

XI. And be itenacted, That in the mean-
ing, and for the purposes of this Aect, all
Workmen, Laborers and other persons in any
manner engaged in the performance of any

“ work, employment or operation of what ng.

ture soever, in or abont the several occupa-
tions aloresaid shall be and be deemed * Argj.
ficers, Workmen and Laborers” and that
within the meaning and for the purposes
aforesaid, all Mayers, Foremen, Manugers

Clerks, or other persons engaged in the hi.
ring, employment or saperintendance of the
labor of any such Artificers, Workmen, or
Laborers, shall be and be deemed to be “ Fm-
ployers,” and that within the meaning and

for the purposes of this Act, any money, or
other thing, had, or contracted to be paid, de-

livered, or given as a recompense, reward, or
remuneration for any labor done or to be done

whether within a “certain time or fo acer-'
tain amount, or for a time and amount uncer-

certein, shall be deemed and taken 10 ‘“bey,
the  wages™ of sueh fabor; and that within®
the. meaning and for the purposes aloresaid,

any agreement, understanding, device, contyi-
varce, collosion or arrangement whatsoever
on the suhject of wages, wheiher written or
oral, whether direct or indirect. to which the
employers and artificers, workmen or labor-

€18 are parties, or are assenting, or hy which

ing: trade and bueciness, and in the Curing ,




