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would have passed over it from Halifax.— 
One American sympathiser would destroy 
the Line in an hour. But the Hon. Member 
from St. John (Mr Gray) nad said they did 
mot require a military road—there would be 
mo mere war. The late Exhibition in Lon- 
don had established endless quiet. All the 
nationg had smoked the calmut of peace; 
but that Hon: member could not be serious. 
Haman nature must undergo a change ere 
these things would cease. The millenium 
must ‘come, and then no railroad would 
be required. The French were already 
talking loud,and they were accommodated at 
the Grystal Palace. The Americans wanted 
but to gee that these Colonies would strength- 
en or enrich them; they would soon begin 
to covet, and when they felt sufficiently 
powerful, would easily find grounds for a 
quarrel with John Ball. All this was natu- 
ral, and & disruption of the present union 
through the slave question or otherwise 
might tend to annexation with these Colo: 
nies, or annexation would lead to a disrup- 
tion of the union. He did not desire to weak- 
en the British ties nor yet to diminish our 
chances of defence. But if the Honorable 
Member had concluded there was to be no 
more wars, he would ask how it was that he 
toek $0 much pains to marshal his huzzar 
troop on the Sands at Saint John? He did 
not surely mount his eharger equipped in 
gay attire, with nodding plume and glittering 
sword, for the mere purpose of display. No, 
¢his could not be considered by him an emp- 
ty pageant, but, as it really was, a loyal pre- 
paration for the hour when he might rejoice 
ito shed his blood in the defence of his Tio: 
ved country, and the maintenance of British 
supremacy in New Brunswick; and he did 
nat doubt that when required, the Hon. Mem- 
ber and gallant commander would convince 
them that the Grays of New Brunswick were 
as invincible as the Scotch Greys. 
The Railroad in this side of the Province 

could not be carried to the Eastward of the St 
John, but must pass between that river and 
the American frontier ; and the same reasons 
which caused Earl Grey to require that the 
Line should go wholly through the British 
territory, would prevent him advancing the 
money for. the route now proposed. But 
they had been told that we had eleven mil 
lions of acres of uagranted Jand. Yes, and 
where was that land. Not on the line by the 
Valley of St. John, but on the Eastern route. 
Northumberland alone had two millions of 
acres ungranted, and this the finest land in 
New Brunswick. That county possessed 
an area of three millions of acres; and the 

"Counties through which Major. Robinson's 
Line would pass had 4,700,000 acres ungrant- 
e 
He (Mr J.) had heard a great deal about 

the Colonial Secretary ruling us; that might 
be true ; but it was not less true that the 
people on one: side of this Province knew 
just as little about the other side ; and one 
_side of the Province was often treated by the 
other as if it were a part of Canada or Nova 
Scatia and not a part of New Brunswick at 
all. (Here Mr J. quoted a variety of newspa- 
per extracts and commented thereon seriatim, 
to show the ignorance of the northern portion 
of the Province, frequently displayed in these 
puolications.) 

It was ¢lear, then, that the proposed line 
did not possess any ol the advantages which 
30 eminently belonged to the Ilastern route; 
‘and if the present representation would not 
consent to adopt the latter, the British Go- 
vernment were not so blind as to loan the 
money for the former, Let the matter be 
submitted to competent and disinterested 

_ commissioners and the Eastern Members 
were willing to abide their decision. It would 
not then be this line or none, but it would be 
Major Robinson's Line or none. 

It was not a little curious to see the change 
«of opinion en the part of our Government 
since last Session. At thai time the whole 
Government and those who, then in the op- 
position, had since joined their ranks. were 
unanimous in denouncing the British offer 
as insulting in itselt and destructive iu its ef- 
fects if adopted, ed 
‘There was the solemn opinion of the Go. 

verament aanounced in lhe speech at the 
opening of last session. His Excellency 
said : 
“1 am one of those who believe that great 

. works like Railroads are neither best con- 
structed nor best managed in their details by 
the hands of a Government itself. The dis. 
tribution of the patronage connected wit 
them would always be difficult and generally 
invidions.? 4 

. Aad this opinion was re echoed by the ma- 
Gil of this House iu the reply. This 

ouse said— 
“ We are inclined to coincide with the 

views expressed by your Excellency, that the 
details of such great works may be left with 
greater safety to the public, in other hands 
than. those of the Goverzment.” 

These were the sentiments of the Gavern- 
ment and the Assembly collactively in 1851. 
What were the opinions of individual mem- 

_ bers woud appear by their votes and speech- 
. 88. 

(Here Mr J. read extracts from the speech: 
es, some of which are as follows:) The 

. Hon. Atterney General said—“ He was 
against the Government becoming sharehold- 

~ ets in speculations of any kind which, if un- 
- successful, might end in public bankruptey.” 
Again, towards the close of the Session, when | 
Mr Hawes'’s letter to Mr Howe was laid be- 
fore the House, Mr Gray moved a series of 
Resolutions condemning the scheme; and 

- moved them hastily as he (Mr J.) thought ; 
But the current was too strong at the time 

. to admit of resistance. Speaking of the very 
- offer which the Government ware now ury- 

ing this House to accept, the Attorney Gene- 
ral said—* These were terms to which he 
could not agree.” Sh 
What said this House by Mr Gray's Resolu- 

tion on the 5th April, 1851. The language’ 
was as follows : HRs ene ING 

“ The House cannot adopt the plan sugges- 
ted in the correspondence between the: Hon. 
Mr Howe and the Right Hon, Earl Grey, and 
is not prepared to pledge the public credit 
or the future resources of the Province,” &c., | 
&c. The Hon. Mr Gray in his speech decla- 
red that he could never assent tobe proposi- 
tion. The Hon. Member from thé:city of St. 
John (Mr Needham) said of this very offer— 
“ If ever theie were dictations, -ii ever: there ; 
were shackles, if ever there was slavery—aye, , bl 
the very essence of slavery—it was this. * * 
He (Mr N) would rather see the country 
in its primitive state—the sites of our towns 
once more the homes of the wolf and the 
bear,” &e., &c. 

Another Member of the now Government 
(Mr Wiimot) said—* He agreed with the | 
Hon Member from the City as to the deroga- 
tory nature of tl:e terms offered and would ra- 
ther leave the country and live under another 
flag than submit to them.” 
Such were the opinions last year, and every 

member of the present Government concur- 
red in them by their votes. Where was the ' 
same Government now ? why deliberately | 
urging upon the house the offer they had con- 
demned and denounced. No modification 
ot the term had been offered, the Go- 
vernment had turned a somerset, chan. 
ged their whole views and policy, and 
modestly asked the House to change with 
with them : members of the oppozition who 
agreed with them then had consistently gone. 
in or changed with them now. “ Zempora 
mutantur ct nos mutamur cum illis” The Go- 
vernment saw no longer the ruin’ which so 
much alarmed, nor the insult which offended 
them last year, but the pleasing hope of £2. 
000,000 sterling, the glittering prospect of 
patronage and power, the whole revenues of 
the Province pledged, nay sunk, to preserve 
them in power ; the whole people of New 
Brunswick subsidized ; the frightful mouster 
Responsible Government, anuthilated ; the 
people ruled, instead of being served, by those 
whose salaries they paid; a House of As- 
sembly no longer troublesome, but selected 
from their own ranks and composed of their 
own creatures, men alter their own hearts. 
Honorable members might laugh; but he 

would ask what man would be mad 
enough to oppose a Government candi- 
date in a Province, with 200,000 people, and 
that Government having £2000,000 sterling 
of the public money to expend. Many people 
were now half mad at the prospect of getting 
thie loan. and what would be the state ol feel- 
ing when that money was being expended 
through Government officials. There was 
much danger in the glittering prospect | sla- 
very was no iess so in golden chains than iron 
shackles. Let members be caatious ; ‘twas 
the bright day which brought forth the adder, 
and craved wary walking” He did not mean 
to'argue that this Province should not borrow 
money for great public works if it could be 
had on lair terms, and be profitably applied 
and judiciously expended. But he asked 
them to weigh the matter well; ask them- 
selves if New Brunswick was not building a 
highway for others, without any commeisu: 
surate advantage for the risk ard’ ont 
lay. Should New Brunswick build five- 
twelfths of a road where she had a national 
highway, and leave one halfof her own terri- 
tory unconnected, unimproved, nay. greatly 

injured bythe decreased value of her lands,the 
stream of emigration turned from it towards 
another country ; the price of labor inereased 
while the market for its productions was di 
minished. It was really absurd te hear it 
argued that the fisheries of the Eastern Coun- 
ties would be improved by this line; when 
the voyage to meet the lice would equal the 
whole distance to market, from where the fish 
were taken. Let members fancy a craft sail- 
ing 200 miles away from her market to join 
the Railroad at Shediac, that her cargo might 
be taken 500 miles by rail, thus making 700 
mites instead ot 300 by water. 
He was not opposed to Railways, but had 

ever been in favor of all public works which 
would tend to develope the resources and ad- 

vance the interests of the Province ; but he 
was not prepared to sink the whole revenues 
ot the country, and entail an endless burthen 
upon the people. The present route was, in 
fact, building as much rail through New 
Brunswick for the Quebec and Halifax line 
alone, as would be required to build this 
line by the Eastern shores, and the line 
from the Bend to the American frontier; from 
the Bend to St. John, and from the Bend to 
the Canadian boundary amounted together to 
352 miles, while this route fiom the Bead to 
the Canadian frontier was 332 miles This 
Province was thus paying five-twelths of the 
sum required for the Quebec and Halifax line, 
when by the other route she would build one- 
third, and the balance would enable us to 
build the European and North American line 
from the Bend. Our Province would thus 
possess Railway communication through her 
whole territory, a commeicial road with 28- 
000.000 of people in the neighboring States, 
and a military road tor purposes of national 
defence, when the present line would merely 
make a travelling highway for our colonial 
neighbors. The bargain was unfair in its 
terms. unjust in the amount it would impose 
upon our revenues, insulting in the dictation 
of route, and the line impracticable by nature. 
He did not believe the Government ever ex- 
pected to get the money for this line, but hav. 
ing promised a railway measuse in the speech, 
they had projected such a scheme. as, might 
be forced through the House, by the aid of 

management within doors and without, If 
the money could then be got they would be | 
perpetuated in office, and it not, they bad car- 
ried their measure and might boast that they 
had the confidence of the House. The Hon. 
member opposite had said that the children of 
the present generation would hereafter exult, 
in remembering that their fathers had voted 
for this proposition ; but he (Mr J.) thowght 
on the contrary, that if it were now carried, 
their children would have cause to curse the 
day on which their fathers voted for it. 

Waiit'of credit was not always a curse, and 
should these resolutions pass, the refusal on 
the i of Great Britain to grant the loan 
might be hailed by New Brunswick as a great 
essing. 
(Mr Johnson spoke two hours and forty 

minutes, and not quite four hours, as the re- 
porter has stated in the debates.) 

Comummmrntiony, 
CRNA INP NINANANIN 

To the Editor of the Gleaner, 

Sir,—It you think the following extract 
from a letter received by the last mail, 

i from my son, in California, is worth a place 
in your paper, you are at liberty to publish 
8 7419 

Trouas B. MaLTsy. 
Newcastle, March 26, 1852. 

Mailed at Colusi County, 
February 5, 1852. 

Dear Father,—I received your kind let- 
ter dated September last. You cannot im- 
agine what pleasure it gives me to receive 
a letter from any of you, especially to hear 
that you are all well. I hope to be spared 
long enough to make you a visit once more, 
but not for another year or two. You 
hoped in your letter that 1 would nou settle 
here, but we (Jas: McDonald and myself) 
have done so, and we have been busy farm- 
ing for the last two months. We have 
got in about 25 acres of Barley and Oats, 
and about one and a half acres of vegeta- 
bles, for our house use. We put up a house 
last fall, 36 by 18 feet, and i is paying us 
very well. There is an immense amount 
of farming going on this season. [ have 
sent to Boston for a threshing machive, 
which I think will pay well next summer. 
It will not cost more than eight or ten 
hundred dollars, and I think 1t will clear 
itself in a week. 

1 came to this country to make money, 
and I will eituer make it or spend my days 
here. At all events, as long as I have to 
work for my living, I will not leave, for I 
can live easier and make more than 1 can 
in any other part of the world. Many peo- 
ple who come here get home-sick, or some 
other kind of sickness, and go back again, 
giving California a hard name. Butler 
them say what they may, it is the place to 
make money. Why, if you hire out, a 
person will not think of offering you less 
than from $4 to $5 per day, and I believe 
I can go to the mines and make more than 
that every day, but I am better satisfied 
where I am. I have not a great deal of 
hard work to-do, and I have plenty of hor- 
ses to ride. We keep a dozen horses, 

I have become quite a hunter and rifle- 
man. Last summer 1 often went six or 
eight miles from the house, and brought 
howe two or three antelopes. Deer, Elk, 
and Grisly Bears are also plenty. My 
partner built a trap last fall, avout three 
miles from the house: I went to sce it one 
morning, and there were two live grisleys 
init: we had to shoot them before taking 
them out. You may talk about good meat, 
but I wish you could put your teoth into a 
piece of good grisley bear meat. About 
the first of November the wild geese come, 
and 1 can stand at the door and shodt them, 
We have killed from 4 105 per day; in 
fact, more than we could use. I went out 
the day before Chrisumas, with my gun, 
and killed 1wo geese, s1x ducks, and six par- 
widges, and we had them all cooked for 
Christmas dinner, besides puddings, pies, 
&c. I can tell you we live like game 
cocks. We ‘pay $100 per month to our 
cook. Although the privileges and advan- 
tages of California are so great (society ex- 
cepted), yet some are not satisfied ; but the 
whole world would not satisfy some people. 

If T succeed as well next year as I expect, 
1 may then pay you a visit, but I do pot 
think I could be satisfied in any other part 
of the world than California. 
McDonald intended going home Jast fall, 

but I persuaded him to remain ; if he takes 
the notion this spring I shan’t sey anything 
against it. He and I are still in partner- 
ship, live like brothers, and when together 
have but one purse. I have not seen or 
heard from him tor some time. We area 
good distance apart, he being at the mines. 

[ ‘repeat that nothing would give me 
greater pleasure than to see you, but you 
wust consider all things. In the first place, 
I have plenty to eat and drink, and can al- 
ways have a few hundred dollars in my 
pocket ; and secondly, Tam quite content- 
ed. T hope, therefore, you will not discour- 
age me by writing for my return, ull T feel 

myself satisfied to come; but rather than 
go home and bend my back over & curry- 
ing beam again, I will lay my bones in 
California. : 

Chitor’s Departure, 
SNNNANASIANNAIN NAINA AA Am Aa 

MIRAMICHI : 
CuaTam, SATURDAY, Armin 17, 1852 

NOVA SCOTIA. 
_ The Legislature of this Colony closed its 

sittings on Thursday, the Sth instant, The 
papers contain the Speech of the Adminis- 
trator of the Government, but it does not 
contain anything worthy of notice. The 
papers complain of the * fruitlessness of the 
session, from the labors of which so much 
practical good was promised and expected.” 
The Legislative Council rejected a vote 

of £300 to remunerate a Temperance Lec- 
turer. The Assembly having refused its 
assent to the pay of the Council, that body, 
in retaliation, threw out the grant for re- 
munerating the members of the lower 
house. One of the papers states that the 
Government intends taking upon itself the 
responsibility of making the necessary pro- 
vision for paying theAssembly. 
We cannot discover by our exchanges 

whether any grant has been made to Major 
Norton for keeping up a steam comm unica- 
tion between Quebec, Miramichi, Shediac 
and Pictou. 
The Sun contains the following para- 

graph: * The learned leader of the New 
Brunswick Government, Mr Attorney Ge- 
neral Street, is being youghly handled by 
correspondents in the Miramichi Gleaner. 
The people of Northumberland are awa- 
kening to a due appreciation of the tonsti- 
tutional control which their electoral privi- 
leges give them, over the actions of a Le- 
gislator who may misrepresent their wish- 
es. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 
We are indebted to a Correspondent of 

the New York Commercial Advertiser for 
the following account of the newly ap- 
pointed Secretary for the Colonies : 

“ Sir J. Packington is a gentleman of 
wealth and great respectability, in Worces- 
tershire, and has for a long time represented 
the town Droitwich in Parliament. He 
was raised te the dignity of baronet a few 
years ago, and no geutleman in England was 
more worthy of such an honor from his sove- 
reign. 

“ Sir John visited the United States in 
1833, accompanied by his lady (who is sinc 
dead) and his son, and soon afer proceeded 
to Canada in company with the celebiated 
Dr Dunlop, so well remembered in that part 
of the Queen's dominions. As Sir John's 
visit was not one of mete pleasure or idle cn- 
1iosity, he could not be in better company 
than that of the lamented gentleman just 
named, who from his extensive knowlege of 
the Colonies was fully competent to impart 
the information Sir John was seeking. His 
observations were extensive and his reflec- - 
tions on the vastand noble country before 
him, were such as became a patriotic and 
well educated Englisman, 
“On his return to Great Britain he devo- 

ted himself to the study of Colonial affairs, — 
Teceiving journals from this country, corres- 
ponding with those whose acquaintance he* 
had made during his sojourn, and frequently 
speaking on Colonial questions from kis seat 
in Parliament, 

“ A protectionist he certainly is, to which 
the Colonies will have no objection ; and as 
a Conservative he is one who, while he up- 
liolds the just prerogative of the Sovereign, 
has a deep and innate sense of the value of 
public liberty. In stature he is somewhat 
below the medium size; exceedingly mild, 
uffable and gentlemanly in his manners, an 
optimist, not a croaker in British affairs, anc 
a firm fiend of the Colonies,” 

Unite STaTes.—Neal Dow, the origi. 
nator of the Maine Liquor Law, has lost 
his election for Mayor of Portland. He 
was opposed by Mr Parris. At the close 
of the poll the yotes stood as follows. 

Parris—1.900. Dow—1,495. 

Poruration or THE Province. — It 
will be seen by the following returns that 
the population of this Province is steadily 
on the increase : 

1824, 74,176 
1834, 119,459 
1840, 154,000 
851, 193,800 

City of S81. Joun.—The City Elcc- 
tiops have just terminated. Mr Needham 
has lost his election for King’s Ward, Mr 
John M. Walker being the successful ean- 
didate. Itappears, however, there is some 
informality in the return, which itis thought 
will cause a new election. 

Mz Hincks.—This gentleman, it is re- 
ported, had an interview with the Colonial 
Secretary, in London, on the 19th March. a
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