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REPORT

OF THE
NORTHUMBERLAND AGRICURTU-
RAL SOCIETY,  ror 1851-2.

The undermentioned sums were voted
by the Board as special grants, recom.
mended by the Judges :

To John Porter, Eeq., for a piece
of T'artan, cotton and wool, for
which article no provision is
made in the list of prizes,

Te Mr R. P. Whitney, North

West, for a piece of dyed mil-

led Cloth, for which no provi-

sion is made, 010 0

The Directors have to acknowledge the

receipt of the following donations to the

Society’s funds, made this day, and for

which they tender the thanks of the Socie-

tys '

From R. P. Whiteey, Northwest, 0
« J. Chalmers, Douglastown, 0
“ Michael Searle, Napan, 0
« D. Baldwin, Douglasfield, 0

'« A, Crocker, Northwest, 0
The Treasurer’s Account—an abstract of

which is hitherto annexed—has been duly

audited by the Board. It shows a balance

of cash on hand of £75 19 1014.

The manual operations of the Farmer
are perhaps better performed in this Coun-
ty, than in any other part of the Province.
Our Ploughing in particular has called forth
the meed of praise from Professor John-
ston, the Hon. James Brown, and many
other competent Judges. But then we
must not forget that this is but the work of
the farm servant, rather than the farmer
himself. In order that we may keep pace
with the progress of agricultural improve-
ment in other countries, the farmers of this
county must work, aot only with their
hands, but with their heads—they must
work head-work. They must learn not
only to cultivate, but also to analyze their
soils. They must—if they expect to thrive
a8 farmers—ascertain, not only of what
elements any soil js constituted, but of wiiat
ele’m(;ms these valuable substances are
constitated, with which they would sustain
2nd enrich that soil. Every intelligent
G;i?fgi‘éoﬁfagngsz that he must feed his

; : Y» his Potatoes, and his ''ur-
nips, With the ‘same care and discrimina.
tion that he would feed his catile, his hor-
ses, or his sheep. Byt then, many, nay
nearly all our farmers, have vet to learr
the best food, or fertilizing substances with
which these plants should be fog, =

It is a notoriows fact, that the
ture of this Province is very far from being
n that state of advancement, which (he
progress of knowledge makes attainable, o
the interests of its population re quire.
The crops raised by us fall far below thoge
raised, on worse soils, in England, Ive) nd,
and Scotland: and the natyral enquiry is,
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what occasions this difference. The answer |

3 an easy one. The farmers ¢4ere under-
stand their business better than we do here.
Being capable of analyzing their soils, they
discover to a nicety what substances every
field requires, to make 1t vield abundantly
the intended crop. They “know the kind
of crop best suited to each field, and the
system of cropping best caleul
sure the best returns.

Now under such circumstances, surely
the question noticed at the commencement
of this Report, demands our serious consi-
deration, viz: « What means should our
Legislature adopt, in order to place within
the reach of all who value it, a thorough
practical knowledge of Agriculture.” y

In every other pursuit or profession, ex-
sept agriculture, Schools of some kind—
even in New Brunswicl:

& u ¢—are 1 operation,
ot the purpose, 8o far as education can do

1 of instructing those who are 1o engage
i them, The farmer, however, in this
Tespect, has heen passed by, as it equcation
had nothing to do with his profession, or
his profession with education. Couvin'ced
however, that not only farmerg :hemsc-lvcs:
}z)ut every intelligent well-wisher of the

rovince, now begin to see the necessity
that exists for agricultural advancement
and that this advancement ¢an oaly take

ated, 10 en-

place by the diffusion of useful agriculiu-
ral knowledge, the Board would suggest
the erection, at some central part of the
Province, of suclr an institution as would
subserve the interests both of the farmer
and the mechanic. They are of opinion
that this institution should eventually have
connected with it, a Farm of considerable
extent, embracing, as far as practicable, a
great variety of soils, where the various
crops could be raised, and experiments
made, to test the qualities of these soils,
and their adaptation to particular crops.
The institation should embrace ,several de-
partments, of which the following may be
noticed, not, however, with. the view of
dictating what should constitute the stu-
dies and instruction of the institution, but
as mere suggestions: say, lst, a depart-
ment for Scientific Instruction, in which
Mechanics, Mathematics, and other Scien-
ces of a physical and practical character
should be taught. 2nd, a department for
Agriculture proper, in which should be
taught the character of the different soils,
their adaptation to certain crops, the most
profitable rotation, the best and cheapest
method of fertilizing, of draining, &c., the
best and cheapest method of preparing the
ground, of putting in, cultivating, harvest-
g, and securiug crops, in all of which the
pupil should take more or less a working
part. In connexion with this, should be
given instruction in Agricultural Chemis-
try and Vegetable Phisiology, where the
pupil should learn the eomponent parts of
the different varieties of soils, and the ma-
nures that are likely to be used in the best
course of husbandry—the best time and
manner of their application, and the com-
ponent parts of every crop. From these
investigations the pupil would discern what
crop is best adapted to particular goils, and
what manure will be most beneficial, 3rd,
a Veterinary Department, in which in-
struction should be given to the pupil with
the animal before him. He should be
taught how to distinguish between animals;
their good and bad properties; the best
method of improvement, and ot remedying
defects in breeding ; the diseases of ani-
mals, and every thing connected with the
Veterinary Department. In connexion with
this department, the Management of Dai-
ries should be carefully considered in all
its details. Horticulture should also be
taught, so that the pupil may be made ac-
quainted with the different varieties of

!

{ Yohnston in England, or

fruit, and the best method of cultivation ;
and in connexion with this department,
Gardening and Ornamental Shrubbery
should also receive attention.

A stafi’ of experienced, well-qualified
achers, should be placed at the head of
s institution ; men such as Professor
Norton in Amer-
ica, could recornmend ; men ia whom the
utmost confidence could be placed, as o
character and capability.

To this ipstitution the Schoolmasters of
the Provinee—or at least the more intelli-
gent portion of them—should repair anau-
ally for instroetion, at little cost ; because
the only, or at least the best, way by which
te leaven the whole mass of the communi-
ty wuh a fair share of the knowledge
taught at this institution, would be, to
make provision for 1ts introduction among
the ordinary branches of school education,
taught at ‘our elementary schools. The
Farm connecied with this institution should
b_Crv;m’-vrgd highly productive, that it might
aid in defraying the expeunses of the same.

Through™ the nfluence resulting from
such an stitwiion, if judiciously conduct-
t’:l, tne coming generation of farmers in
this Province would be an intelligent, a
reading, aud a thrifty class of men. Aori-
culture would then cease to be a mere cal-
1!1&1{.4 and would most appropriately be de-
nominated a profession, Young men edu-
'("ﬂl(.‘d at such an institution, or by teachers
issuing therefrora, would not only be initia-
ted into the arts, raysteries, and beauties of
their profession, but they would be Gua
to take a high position in 2ll the active,
useful, and public stations of life.

Surely every farmer must see that he
would work to better advantage if he knew
exacly what his soil and his plants peeded ;
and such knowledge would prove a source,
net ouly of profit but of pleasure: profit,
n aw nereasing ability to obtain the largest
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retury, with the smallest expense; and
Pieasure, as light is thrown upon the sius

i
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ple, yet beautiful systems, which the Great
Author of all things has established, and
which he is permitting us gradually to un-
fold,

Respectfully submitted,

JAMES CAIE, Secretary.

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1852-3.

John Wright, Esq., President.

Alexander Goodfellow and John M,
Johnson, Esquires, Vice Presidents.

George Kerr, Esq., T'reasurer.

James Caie, Secretary.

DIRECTORS ©

Richard Sutton,
Henry Cupard,

John Porter,
Michael Searle,
Daniel Witherell,  Peter Mitchell,
R.'P. Whitney, John Chalmers,
G. Johnston (Napan) David Steel,

A. A. Davidson, Wm. J. Fraser,
Alex. Jessamin.

By Order of the President,
Janges CaiE, Secretary.

REPORT OF [THE JUDGES OF FARMS,
Miramichi, August 6, 1851.

entlemen,—The Committee, or Judges,
to whom was referred the onerous duty of
awarding the several Prizes granted by the
Board, on the 19th June last, having atten-
ded 10 that duty, now submit their Report.

The Hon. A. Rankin, frem unavoidable
absence, not being able to co-operate with
the Committee, the other members succeed-
ed in prevailing upon Mr James Brown, of
Bartibogue, a praciical farmer, 10 make a
third party. ;

I'he applicants were ten in number, viz:

Patrick Morrisey, Daniel Witherell, and
James Mitchell, at Newecastle.

Charles Marshall, John Wyse, Alexan-
der Jessiman, and John Porter, at Douglas-
town,

Michael Searle, George Johmston, and
Dantel Elkin, in Napan.

The application of R. McLeod, Esq., of
Tabusintac, eame o late.

Pursuant to notice given, the Judges
proceeded to inspect the farms of the seve-
ral applicants on the 24th and 25th of July
last, and after weighing the several merits
and claims ot each, wmost minutely and de-
liberately, and with feelings of no ordinary
embarrassment and perplexity, your Com-
mittee have come to the conclusion that
the—

1st prize, of £5, is due to James Miich-
ell, Newcastle:

2ud prize, of £4, is due to M. Searle,
Napan.

3td prize, of £3, is due (o John Porter,
Douglastowa.

Your Committee are fully sensible that
they euntered vpon a duty fraught with diffi-
culties, from which they would have
shirunk, had they not felt an ardent desire
to doall in their power to carry out the
wishes of the Board, and thus promote the
general interest of agriculture—stimulate
our farmers to greater exertions—to induce
them to copy the example of the best and
most sysiematic farmers, by adopting as
near as possible a Kotwation of Crops—by
paying greater attention to the formation of
Compost, and more particularly, a more li-
beral use of Lime.

The difficulties of the duty have been
greaily enbanced by the small number of
prizes, which, had it been within the pow-
er of the Committee, they would have
gladly divided into five, instead of three.
‘Phey are induced to make these observa-
tions, not wiih a view of reflecting upon
the Board, but to show that cther of the
competitors, in the cultivation and mansge-
ment of their farms, so nearly approach
those to whom the several prizes have been
awarded, as to entitle them to some consi-
deration. Thege are more particulasly the
farms of Mr John Wyse and Mr Jessamin,
though the other competitors, Mr Wither.
ell ‘and Mr Morriseey, of Newcastle ; Mr
George Johnston and Mr Elkin, of Napan,
and Mr Marshall, of Douglastown, merit
great praise, ‘and perbaps, in the eyes of
cther Judges, might be thought worthy of
prizes. ;

In conclusion, your Committee beg leave
to say, that whatever may be the opinion of
others, they feel no small degree of satis-
faction in being able to assure your Board,
that they have performed their duty to the

best of their ability, and free from biag in
favor of or against any of the competitors.
Joun M. JonNsow,
Joun WRiGHT.
To the President and Directors of the Nor-
thumberland Agricultural Society.
AWARD OF THE JUDGES.

We, the undersigned, having been ap-
pointed to act as Judges in awarding prizes,
by the Board of the Northumberland Agri-
cultural Society, as their meeting ‘on the
19th June, 1851, having attended to that
duty, do award and determine that the

1st prize of £5 is due to James Mitch~
ell, of Newcastle,

2nd prize of £4 is due to M. Searle,
Napan.

3rd prize of £3 is due to John Porter,
Douglastown.

Joux Wricar,
Joan M. JoHNSON,

Miramichi, 28th July, 1851.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FLETT’S MILL.

We, the undersigned, Alexander Good-
fellow, John Norman, and Alexander Jessi-
man, having been appointed a Cormittee
by the Board of the Northumberlatd Agri-
cultural Society, for the purpose of examin-~
ing and reporting upon the efficiency of the
Cloth Dressing, Dyeing and Carding Esta-
blishment of Mr John Flett, in the Parish
of Nelson, beg respectfully to state, that
being notified by Mr Flett, that his mill
was in a state for inspection, in aceordance
with our appointment, we this day examin-
ed his establishment, ‘when we found the
same in full and effective operation in the
several departments, consisting of a Card-
ing Machine, a Fulling Mill, a Dyeing Es-
tablishment, together with Wa{&)ing and
Cloth Dressing, and Pressing Machines.
In each of these departments we consider
Mr Flet’s establishment, such as to give
ample satisfaction: to the country, and be-
lieve him to have fully complied with the
conditions of the bounty granted by the
Board. We al:o inspected the Cloth ma-
nufactured, and in process of manufacture,
in the said Mill, and are much pleased to
be able to express our complete satisfaction
with the work ; and we consider the said
establishment such as to meet the want so
long felt by the community in that particu-
lar department ot manufacture.

Respeetfully submitted;
ALEXANDER (GOODFELLOW,
Joun Norwan,
ALEXANDER JESSINAN,

Newecastle, December 23, 1851.

Commumratons,
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MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE.

St. Jomw, January 16, 1852.

Sir,-~Courtesy dictates (o me to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th
ult.,, although its verbose style creates a
contrary teeling within me.

I do not wish you to imagine for a mo-
ment, that I desire to gainsay your state-
ments ; but, on my part, ia the absence of
the slightest personal knowledge, or writier
information respecting you, from those
whose duty it i1s to communicate to me
such appointments as you state you have
received, I must decline entering into any
Masonic corvespondence with you at pre-
sent.

You charge me with cerelessness. If,
as you state, you are a Mason, you must be
fully sensible that I would be exposing my-
sell to greater cepsure, if, under existing
circumstances, I complied with your wish-
es.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
A. Barrocu.

Mr David Peaxé Horne, Miramichi.

Most Ezcellent Arexanoer Barrocs,
Esq., Provincial Grand Superintendent
of Royal Arch Masonry, New Bruns-
wick, holding of the SupremeGrand
Royal Arch-Chapter of Seotland, .
Sir,~—I have beep: impatiently.-awditing

your reply to my letter of ‘the 20th ult.,

which fully demonstratés « carelessness” on

your part. Courtesy prompts you, afier a

wionth’s reflection,- 1o answer my. “ vexs

’




