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Frem the Halifax British American, Feb. 4.
Goversmexr Houss,
Fredericton, Jan. 23, 1852.

312, —This letter will be delivered to your
}‘.xcellency, by the Hon. E. B. Chandler, a
Member of my Executive Council, who ac
<€smpanies three gentlemen, Members of
the Council of His Excellency the Governor
General of British North America.

I kave reason to believe, that an under-
standing exists between my advisers and the
gentlemen representing Lord Elgin’s Govern-
ment, on the subject of the proposed Railway
from Halifax to Quebec. The liberal view
taken by the Legislature of Nova Scotia, un-
der your Excellency’s guidance, lends me to
anticipate no serious obstacle on the part of
your Governmeat to the arrangements now
contemlated.

Propositions made to her Majesty’s Govern-
ment on behalf of these Provinces, will ac-
quire mueh strengtl; from the fact, that the
three Governments individually co-operate
in promoting the same scheme. I know that

our Excellency and your Council would
bail such a result with sincere satisfactien.

Mr Chandler wili explain to your Excel-
lency, the basis on which it is hoped by my
Council, that a definite proposal may at last
be made in connection with Canada and Nova
Scotia.

T have the honor, &c.,
Fouunp Hzaa.
His Excelleney Sir John Harvey.

KCBI R O
MEMORANDUM,

The nndersigned, Menibers of the Fxeen-
tive Council of Canadaand New Brunswick,
having come 1o Halifax, with a view of as-
certaining definitively, whether—in the event
of the Government of New Biunswick sub.
mitting to the Legislature of that Province, a
mmeasure based on the third proposition offered
for its consideration on the 21st June last, by
the Government of Canada, and by the Hon.
Jaseph Howe, an behalf of the Province of
Nova Scetia, for the construction, on joint
accourtof the three Provinces, of a line of
Railway from Halifax 10 Quebec, with the
aid of the Imperial Government— Nova Scotia
will be prepared to co-operate in that work
notwithstanding the recent despatches from
the Right Honorable Earl Grey, Her Majes-
1y’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, to His Excellency Sir John Harvey,
Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia—and
having conferred with the” members of the
Executive Council of Nova Scotia on the sub-
ject, propose to submit their views more fo1-
mally for consideration.

The scheme of uniting the three provinces
of Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia,
by a. Railroad, eriginated in the latter Pro-
vince, which sought the assistance of Canada
and New Brunswick, in obtaining a prelimi-
nary survey of the line at the common ex-
peuse of the three Provinces, and which has
repeatedly pressed upon them various
schemes for effecting an object peculiarly ad-
vantageous to Nova Scotia, and especially to
its important seaport, Halifax. The proposi-
tiens of Nova Ssotia were invariably met in
that liberal spirit, which in the opinion of the
undersigned, should influence the negotiations
of the Governments of great provinces. The
Jmportance of the object having been admitted,
it became, with the Governments of Canada
end New Brunswick, a subject of anxious
consideration how the varions obstacles,
which from time to time presented themselves,
might be removed. The first scheme suggest-
ed was, that the work shonld be undertaken
by the Imperial Government, the three Pro
vinees contributing an annual sum to make up
any deficiency in Revenue, The principle
then adopted was, that each Provipce should
bear an equa! share of such contributions.—
The Imperial Government having declined to
undertake the work, the scheme was aban-
<oned us impracticable, and the Proyinces di-
rected their attention separately 1o those lines
which appeared to them as of the highest im.
portance in a commercial point of view.—
While Canade and New Brunswick were en-
gaged in following out their plans of improve.
ment, Nova Seetia appointed the Hon. My
Howa 10 procead to England, to obtain the
means of constructing the Nova Scotia sec.
tion of the trunk line which it was proposed
10 connect with the European and North
American line in New Brunswick. While in
¥ingland Mr Howe urged strongly on Her
Majesty’s Government to ai¢ Nova Scotia, ex-
clusively, in her projected Railroad. This
separate and exclusive aid having been refu-
sed, the scheme of tniting the three Provin-
cas by a line of Railway, was revived, and Mr
Howe returned (rom his mission, having suc-
ceeded in obaining a proposition from the
Imperial Govarnment, which he lost no time

in pressing most earnestly on the sister Pro-
vinces,

Earl Gray heving sugeested that the Lower

Provinces should send deputies to the Gover.
nor General, the Honbles. Messrs. Howe and
Chandler proceeded in June last to Toronto,
and leld conferences on the subject with the
Governor Ger;oral, and the members of his
Council, whieh resulted in Memorandum
dated the 21st June last ip which the parties
fXpress an AnXious desire to surmount any
obetacles whieh might present themselves to
the success of the enierprise. After a full
discussion of the subject, the preposition
which saemad most likely to obtain the as-
sent of New Brunswick, wag as follows : —
“ That the line between Halifax and Quebee
should be undertaken on the joint account of
the three Piovinces, and that the Crown Lands

| be obtained to the main line by the assurance

lying on each side of the Jine should be con-
ceded by each Province for the benefit of the
Road, and that until payment of the cost of
construction, and interest, the receipts chou'd
be common property ; after which, each Pro-
vince to own the portion of the Road which
passes over its own territory.” T his proposi-
tion having been favorably entertained by the
Government ol New Brunswick, the Govern-
ment of Canada submitted a measure to the
Legislature of that Ii‘l(;)\'rince to give it effect,
which they succeeded in carrying.

It was a)éreed that the seheme should be
submitted to Nova Scolia as soon as practica-
ble, and accordingly an extra Session of that
Provir.ce was held with the view of obtaining
its concurrence, and the yesult was the pas-
sing of an Act based on the Toronto proposi-
tion. Although no reference wasimade in that
proposition to the European and North Ame-
rican line, yet it was clearly understood that
the assent of New Bronswick could only

of Imperial aid in the construction of the
European line. That aid, it appears from
Earl Grey’s Despatches, will not be granted,
and it therefore follows, that the northern
line must be considered as entirely abandon-
ed for the present. The only line, the‘refore,
which is now open for eonsideration is one
which following Major Robinson’s line from
Point Levi to River dw Loup, or Trois Pijs-
toles, would cross to Ifnkg 'l'emi‘scou.na, and
from thence traverse in its main course, g
country watered by tributaries of the river St,
John to the city of St. John, from which City
it would take the European lineto the Bepg
of Petitcodiac, from whence it would foljow
any line through Nova Scotia that may he
found most eligible by that Province.

That such a line would meet the approba-

tion of the Imperial Government, if supported
: by the Government of the three Provinces.
the undersigned confidently anticipate, and
the more so, as it is now evident, that in case
ofits rejection, the whole scheme must be
abandoned, a result which, bowever much it
would be to be deplored, ought, if inevitable,
to be ascertained as soon as possible, The
line above suggested is not inconsistent with
the Toronto proposition, ner with that of the
ImperialjGovernment, in both of which pro-
positions the location of the line was left for
future consideration. The undersigned, how.
ever, have learned with regret. since their
arrival in Halifax, from therr conversations
with the members of the Executive Council
of Nova Scotia, tkat a new difficulty is likely
to arise. It is said that the unders’.anding in
Nova Scotia was that the Northern or Major
Robinson’s lire was to be adopted, and that
in case Canada and New Brunswick are fa-
vorable to the Southern route, Nova Scotia
will not be prepared to carry out the Toronto
proposition.

The nndessigned cannot admit that Nova
Scotia had any just grounds {or assuming that
the Northern line would be the one adopted,
and, as the New Brunswick Legislature has
granted hiberalaid to the European line, which
under the scheme now proposed will only ex-
tend {rom the city of St. John to the frontier,
it appears to the undersigned, that Nova Sco.
tia will obtain her two great objects, a con-

nection with the Atlantic Cities of the United
States—as well as with Canada and the
Western States, by the St. Lawrence route.—
In a commrecial point of view, the question
as tothe eligibility of the two routes does
not admit of an argument. The southern |
line, there is sufficient ground for believing,
wonld be a remunerative one. The great
lumbering regions in New Brunswick and
Maine take large supplies of breadstuffe ang
provisions, which are now subject to enor-
mous charges for transport. It s the interest
of Nova Scotia, as well as of the other Pro-
vinces that this great line should not cause
a heavy charge on her Revenuve, and thys
cripple her means of extending branch lines
to connect with the great trunk.

The southern route is defensible in a com-
mercial point of view, and money being ob.
tained at a little over three per cent., will
probably pay. The other line would, for some
years at least, pay little if anything more than
working expenses. The undersigned having
stated the gronnds on which they believe that
the only scheme now practicable for connect.
ing the British provinces by a line of railway
is the one suggested above, have only to urge
upon the government of Nova Scotiz, which
has hitherto taken the lead in pressing for the
construction of this work, not to refuse to
co-operate with the sister provinces, in a pro-
pagition to the Imperial Government, whick
must be a final one.

F. Hixcks,
E. P. Tacug,
Joux Youxa,

: E. B. CaanpLEr.
Halifax, Janvary 28, 1852,

MEMORANDUM,

The undersigned, members of the Fxeen.
tive Council of Nova Scotia, having maturely
considered thealtered circumstances in which
the colonial governments are placed, by the
construction put on Mr Hawes's letter. of the
L0tk of March, by Earl Grey's Despatches of
the 26th November and 9th Jauunr_v,—

And, having considered the written propo-
sition submitted by the Hon. Messre, Hincks,
Tache, Young and Chandler, Delegates from
the sister Provinces of Canada and New
Brunswick, and the verbai explanations of
those gentlemen, are not prepared to advise
His Excellency the Lieutenaut Governor to

recommend to Parliament to grant the money
required onthe terms proposed, for the fol. |
| lowing reasous :

The agreement entered between the thres
provinces represented at Totonte, was based

upon the constiuction then given to Mr

Hawes's letter of the 10th March.

By that agreement, Nova Scotia, in consid-
eraton of her making one third of the line to
the St. Lawrence, secured, not only the advan-
tage of Roads to the chiel centres of com-
merce in Canada, New Brunswick, and the
United States, but, if the northern or any di-
rect route had been selected she wonld have
participated in the carrying trade of Western
Canada, of the Seaportson the Gulf, and have
established very intimate relations with the
population a¢hich might have been thrown
into Central New Brunswick. ;

The Delegates from the Sister Provinces
now propose, that, having no positive assu-
rance of the completion of the Furopean line,
abandoning all hope of connections with the
Gulf Seaports or the settlements of Central
New Brunswick, and adopting a line up the
River Si. John, Nova Scotis still should make
oue third of it. This is scarcely reasonable.
The equivalents being varied or withdrawn,
this Province should be relieved from a bur-
then which she assumed under very differ-
ent circumstances.

Besides, if the St. Lawrence and European
lines are combined, New Brunswick will have
100 miles less of road to make, while the
quantity of land to be thrown into common
£tock will he largely diminished. The un-
dersigned are confident that the proposition
now made by the Honorable Delegates, would
not meet the approval of the Provincial Par-
liament, even if submitted with the whole
influence of the Executive Governmen.

J. B. Uniacke,
Micuaer Tomin,
James McNas,
Josern Howe,
Hueu Berw,
SamMUEL CREELMAN
MEMORANDUM,

The undersigned, Members of the Execu-
tive Council of Canada, have learned, with
deep regret, that the Government of Nova
Scotia is of oprnion, that in the event of the
Halifax and Quebec Railway being located
on a line traversing the country, watered by
the tributaries of the river St. John, to the
City of 8t. John. and thence following the
line of the Fuopean and North American
Railway to the frontier of Nova Seotia, the
Legislature of that Provinee would not be
likely to take so large an interest in the work
as was cotemplated by the proposition agreed
to at Toronto, by the Government of Canada
and Mr Howe, and submitted for the conside.
ration of the Government of New Brunswick.

Lis needless to discuss further the subject |

¢f the location of the line,afd the undersign.
ed feel that no further assistance can be ex-
pected from Canada than what has been, on
all occasions frankly offered. It is well known
that the line between Quebec and Halifax is
not a favorite one with the people of Canada.
It is true that the opposition to the scheme
has arisen, in a great degree, from want of in-
formation, among the inhabitants residing
west of the district of Quebee, of that highly

valaable tract of eountry on the south bank of §

the River St. Lawrence, from Quebec to the
Eastern frontier of Canada, This part of the
Province is almost unknown to the people of
Upper €anada, and two of the undersigned
have, for the first time, had an opportunity of
visiting it on their late journey. They are
now enabled to confirm all that has been said
by Major Robinson, and others, with Tegard
to the importance of Railway communication
throngh a country, which has been well des-
cribed as a “continned village.” Though
their journey was performed at a most unfa-
vorable period of the year, the general appear-
ance of the farm houses, with the excellent
barns, and other oat buildings, was such as to
satisfy them, that a people, evidently in such
a prosperous condition, must have the advan-

i tage of a fertile soil, and be of industiious

habits, and that there is reasonable ground for
expecting that aline of Railway, which, owing
to the favorable character of the gradients,
might be constructed very cheaply and would
prove remunerative. It is not unworthy of
remark in this place, that in crossing the
Partage Road from Rivieve du Loup to Lake
Temiscouata, the undersigned met no less
than forty two sleighs, in one day, returning
from New Brunswick, having delivered loads
of pork and flour, destined for the supply of
the lnmbering regions of New Brunswick and
Maine. The flour had been manufactured in
Upper Canada, and the cost of transportation
from Riviere do Loup to the Little Falls. in
New Brunswick, a distance of about seventy
miles, was 6s. 3d currency per bbl, They
ascertained further, that Upper Canada flonr
was carried as far south as the Grand Talls,
a distance of thirty six miles farther. at a cost
of 2s. 6d. per bbl. additional. ‘Fhe points
south of the Grand Falls are supplied from
the city of 8t. John, and principally with Up-
per Canada flour which has reached that sea-
port by New York or Boston, by the ronte of
the American Canals and Railroads. To di-
vert so importanta trade to the St. Lawrence,
must be of importance to all the Piovinces,
and that the Railroad between the St. Law-
rence and the: Atlantic will be the most ad.
vantageous 1o all the Provinces, the under-
signed entertain no doubt,

Having pointed out the‘commereial advan.
tages of those sections of ‘the line which are
least appreciated, they deem it necessary to
dwell on the acknowledsed merits of the sec-
tion within Nova Scotia, or of that between
St. John and the Nova Scotia frontier. It is
unnecessary for the undersigned to dwell fyr-
ther on the importance to the three Provinces,
of securing a line betwean Portland and Ha.
lifax, which has been a favorite one in Cana-
do, as well as in Nova Scotiaand New Bruus-

wick, as it will open a direct communieation
by Railway ‘between Montreal and Halifax
by the ‘St. Lawrence and Atlantic route, as
well as by the Quebec route. The under-
signed are unwilling to believe that the Go-
vernment and Legislature of Nova Scotia
will assume the serious responsibility of
finelly rejecting the proposal of the Imperial
Government 1o aid in the construction of a
work of such importance to British America
as the Halifax and Quebee Railway, and they
therefore feel it incumbent upon them to
make a final appeal to the Governments both
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. It
cannot, in their opinion, be denied, that by
the adoption of the Southern route New
Brunswick will obtain many advantages, and
that she is therefore in & position. te grant in-
creased aid to the construction of the main
trunk, The undersigned would offer as a
final proposition, that the line should be con-
structed on joint account of the three Pro-
vinces, as suggested at Toronto, but that
Nova Scotia should only be called upon te
take an interest of one-fourth in the common
Stock, while- New Brunswick should be re-
quired 1o take five-twelfths, and Canada, as
originally proposed, one-third. 1t is of course
understood by the undersigned, that in accos-
dance with the terms of Mr Hawes’ letier 16
Mr Howe, Imperial aid will at least be grant-
ed to the line to Montreal, the responsibility
for the construction of the section betweer
Quebec and Montreal, falling exclusively up-
on Canada. That Province, in order to com-
plete its trunk line, wili have to construct,
either by public or private enterprise, the line
from Montreal to the Detroit River, adistance
of 600 miles. ~As this line is one of impor-
tance to all the Provinces, as well as the Em-
pire, the undersigned hope that the proposi-
tion of the Imperial Government will be
construed in the most liberal manner; but ag
all events they can entertain no doubt as to
the extension of aid to the line between Que-
bee and Montreal, as the passage in Mr
Hawes’ letter referring to ‘ Quebec or Mon-
treal’ is cited by I2arl Grey in his Despatch
of the 9th instant. The undersigned, in ma-
king to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick &
final proposition, have the satisfaction of be-
lieving that in the event of its rejection, Ca-
nada will be relieved from all responsibility
of the failure of the grand scheme of uniting
the British Provinces ot North America by a
Railway.

F. Hincxs®

E. P. Tacug,

Jonx Youxa,

DEBATE ON THE CANADIAN PROPOSITION,

Hon. P. Secretary presumed that the duty
of opening the debate fell naturally on him.
If the Executive Government had had time to
malture their views on this correspondence,
orif the House had imposed on it the duty of
replying to it,he would have come down pre-
pared with a definite proposal, But as the
subject had not been treated as one of party,
he considered that the most proper course te
deal with 1t was to lay the whole correspon-
dence on the table, and discuss it among al}
the members of the House in free conferenece.
Rather than Canada and New Brunswick
should not have money at 34 per cent to open
up their internal improvemeuts, I would make
great sacrifices ; and although I am not sure
that holes may not be picked in this es in the
Portland route, in order to test the question I
will move that the proposition of the Canada
Delegates be accepted.

Hon. Mr Howe raid—I do not deny, Sir
that the decision of Eapl Grey has placed us
in great embarassment. Our question now
s not what we would like to do, but what we
can do. I think it due to Canada and New
Brunswick to say that 1 believe their Govern-
ments, individually and collectively, did all
they could to carry out the Toronto propositi.
on, until we were met by the Despatch of
Earl Grey. 1 believe it fell upon them as
well as us like a thunderbolt. If this propo-
sition is carried, it must be by arguments to.
fally diflerent frora those used in November
You sweep away all that was then said about
opening the commerce of the Gull ports o
Nova Scotia—the advantages of emigration,
and the eale of the wild Jands in the centre
of New Brunswick. The line by the valley
of the St. John will be comparafively valne-
less to us. 1If that is chosen, St. Andrews
and St. John will inevitably becorce the great
Atlantic shipping ports for the prodace of the
west. But I would rather that friendly cities
shonld enjoy these advantages than cities in a
foreign state. If St. John grows larger than
Halifax, we can thank God it is a British
City and be proud of its prosperity, But if
this motion fails, not many days will elapse
before T will ask this house to passa Bill for
commeneing a railroad at Halifax Harbour to
go North—1 fiankly say T do not like this
scheme. Asa North American plan Tdonot
think it would be followed by the realisati-
of our hopes, There will be less pecuniary
hazard abontit, and any line that will yun
throngh Sussex Vale, and up the Valley of
the St. John, to bring the produce of Canada
into the lambering districts of New Bruns-
wick, will be popular there—more 8o tham
with ns But unless we co operate with
these gentlemen, we must go on dribbling
with'our own resonrces. T would rather let
them take the responsibility of getting the
money on their proposition hy our accep-
ting it. If%I thonght it wonld subjeet we to
n vear's delay, T shonld certainly let it vest,
The first proposition 1 felt no  diffieulty in
rejecting ; for we could not be expected to
do one third of aline by which we would
reap far less advantages. T know that I am
poing very far in moving for the acceptance
of the proposition ; but taking the whele swb




