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the mocking bird takes his seator the highest
twig of the orange tree at my feet, and pours
foxtk his rich and solemn gushes of melody,
with euch an earnestness as if his soul were
in his song. "A rival from a neighbouring
Lree commences a similar strain, and now the

two birds exert all their powers, each stri- l

ving his wtmost to outsing the other, uutil
ke silence of the lonely night rings with
bursts, and swells, and tender cadences of
melodious song. Here and there, over the
pasture, the ictermittent green spark of the
firsfly flits along, and at the edges of the
bounding woods scores .of twinkling lights
aie seen, appearing and disappearing in the
most puzzling manner. - Three or fonr bats
ase silently winging along through the air,
wow, passing over the face of the vertical
moon like tiny black specs, now darting thio’
the narrow arch beneath the steps, and now
flitting so close overhead that one is tempted
to essay their capture with an insect nef,
The light of the moon, however, though
clear]y revealing their couise, is not power-
ful of precise enough for this, and the little
wimble teatherwings pursue their giddy play
in sccurity.

@l Pulitirion,
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‘THE COLONIAL PRESS.

STATE OF THE PROVINCE.

: From the Fredericton Repoiter.

The City of St. John, where we spent two
days last week, exhibits a most extraordinary
scene of;bustle and business; and those who
admire the velocity with which tiade conduets
itselt in -the -United States, will have full
cause for congratulation ia the present state
of the commercial capital of New Brunswick.
Ln stores where two or three assistants were
tound amply sufficient in past years, ten or
JSowteon now find ample employment ; while
sayeral.of the sinall, dingy little places, digni-
fied with -the name of siores, rent at from
£125.10 £180, and we believe £200 a year.
To ail this there is enough to silence the
croakers and anuexalionists on their own
principle; but for us we freely coufess our
{ears, that in the course of the next three
years some persons in this Pioviace, both in
city and country, will find to their cost that
businass has been overdone. It is well known
that the present unprecedented rush of busi-
ness is chiefly consequent upon the Saw-Log
trade; as Deals continue (0 command an ex-
cellent price in the k.glish market; but it is
reported that a combination exists between
the owners of the numerous Saw-mill esta-
blishments in S$t. John — that they have
thrown atl-their business into the hands of
one man, whom they have authorized to buy
logs at a low price, but vet somewhat higher
than they will themselves ray at their stores.
Wé have heard the name of the person enga-
ged'in this disreputable business; and only
iefrain from giving it at present in order to

‘make ourselves\more fully assvred of the

* odious monopoly” of which he is the in-

strument. It is thus that saw-logs which’

according to the current prices, were last
year worth 30s. per thousand, are now nailed
to about 24s.; and thus the hard labor of the
luraberman is pretty near being absoibed be-
tween the prize which he pays for bread, the
produce of a foreign market, and the unfair
treatment of his own produce at home ! We
have frequently heard of persons having the
management of some of the St. John Bauks,
coutrouling the markets to suit their own
purposes, in the purchase of logs and timber ;
but the present combination must, if it be
tiuly represented, be far more dangerous be-
cause more extensive.

But whether the crash will result from
honie monopoly or a deciine of prices abroad.
come it will at last, should the present
system, of labor and tiade, be persisted in.
The experience of many years justifies our
prophesy. Nor will it be any reduction of
‘the calamity to throw iis occarrence upon
every cause in the world bat the right one,
We will then have one pariy bawling with
the wholestrength ot their luags for protection,
and another as londly calling for annexation,
and each quite ready to sacrifice the publie
Intererest’ 1o their own particular conve-
mence ; but should all this transpire let it
be remembered, that its origin has arisen in
tie neglect of the soil—in the wrong Jirec-
tion of labor—the unnatural effort 1o raise a
saperstructare without a basement,

The spring is already with us in all its
freshness and beauty ; and many an acre of
* fair and fertile’ land lies invitingly ready for
the farmer’s useful labor ; but where is he ¢
In too many instances he may with his
sturdy sons, be found at the tail of a drive,
many miles away in the wilderness, up the
¢ worth branch.’ or the ‘south branch' of the
Napdwizahaukin, or some other stream of In-
cian orthpgraphy, which the compilers ot
o'y maps have nat yet thought worthy of an
Englisn designation. In the meautime there
are no le3s than seven steamboats on the Ri.
ver; and if there were seven more they
would at preseut find ample employment’;
but the downward freights are not so heavy
as fhase of last year, on accourt of the vast
cansumption of produce in the woods during
the past winter  Our business is now good,
but it hangs suspended by a cord which is
every moment subject ta be spapped by our
9w impradence.

From the‘Wood:wck Sentinel.

We will probably be styled a croaker if we !
give it as oar opinion that the limber busi-

| ness of this country is ‘not‘a profitable one,
i and the longer we carry it on as we aie now
doing, the worse off will we be in the end.
That it might be made profitable we do not
deny, but to accomplish  this a “more pru-
dent course must be adopted. The business
is now entirely overdone, and bat a short
time must elapse befoie 'this unwelcome
truth will be made evident. The English
market will be overstocked—sales' cannot be
effected—and a comple - prostration of “every
kind' of busiuess in the Province will be the
consequence. Everything here depends upon
the sale of lumber. - While thatis 1n good de-
mand-all goes on swimmiingly, but the least
flactuation in the market thiows it ull aback.
We have nothiug eise todepend on, all’ our
meacs and eneigies, directly orindirectly, are
devoted to this one brancir of business; even
our farmers, tempted by the high prices of the
last few years, are again entering into the
trade, or sending their produce lo the woods,
depending upon the sale of lumber for their
pay. That cannot be.a profitable business
where the outlay constautly exceeds thein-
come, yet this is the case Wwith the lumber
trade of New Brunswick. We are every
year increasing our liabilities' by importing
more than we expoit, but pay day will cone,
and how are we 1o make up the deficiency ?
Timber sells well now, and our eredit is
kept up, notwithstanding: our extravagauce,
but a reaction must take place, prices will go
down perhiaps filty per cent, aud thenw every

Province ; failures must take place; country
produce will be unsaleable; and all kiads of
tade crippled or entirely crushed. Then
New Brunswick will bea country unfit for a
savage to live in, or fit only for anuexation
to ths United States” This is nog an oyer-
drawn pictute; all who know . anything of
the country know these sudden overturns do
take place, and they know toa that they are
brought about by over-tiading'and by extra-
vagance. One would suppose that our far-
mers at Jeast would: learn wisdom from expe-
rience, and leave the trade to other hands.—
Many of taem have lost fortunes throligh its
vagaries, and are compelled to settle down to
hard work, when but for it théy would
have been independent. They should be
coutent with a fair price for the produce of
their farms, and not yisk al! from & desire to
become wealthy at once. Countiy produce
of all kinds has been uncommonly high in
thiz County all winter, and is not ‘now to be
bad at any price; should timber lail before
another season it will be a drug. Would it
not theiefore be better if a trade was esta-
blished by which produce would at all times
command a fair and steady price, and not be
up and down with every blast that :blows.—
Farmers to be indeperident should atiend
solely to their farms, aad leave lumbering to
those who have nothing else to do. " 1t is im-
possible to carry on both branches “at once;
one or .the other, perhaps both, will fail.
Our merchants, teo, should be more cautious
in their engagements. As a general thing
they will risk all they are worth, anil all they
can obtain in credit, on one winter's work.
1f they succeed tney do well ; it ‘they lail
they are entirely crushed ; but the chances
are that in the long run ten will fail whete
one succeeds.  I{ but pne half the quantity of
lumber was got out yearly, and one fourth
the quantity of goods imported, these sudden
reverses wonld not be so frequent, and our
country would be in a more prosperous con-
ditien.

Commmmeatons,
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To the Assessors of the Parish of
Chathasn, ;

Gentlemen,—Please read the following
copy of your Nouce as it appearéd “upon
the Gleaner, dated 9th March :

“ Assessor’s Notice.—The Assassors for
the Parish of Chatham. hereby give Notice
to the inhu.hizauzs thereof,, 10 send them a
statement of their prepeities, under Oath, on
or before the 20th day of Apri} next, that their
share of the assessment may be laid on ae-
cordingly, if found correct. ;

M. Cransgy, '
Jamss Kuur, ¥ Assessors.
J. M. Jousax, S :

Dated the 9th March, 18327

Now, Gentlemen, please inform the in-
habitants of the Parish of Chahawm, upon
what ambority you add the three last
WOI_dS. Viz ¢ if found correct,” to your
nouce ; or to what autharity you are in-
debted for the power of determining and
pronouncing judgment upon the correct-
ness or mcuriectness of a man's oath in
(his matter,

AN INmasiTant or CoATmaM.
May 29, 1852.

Barnum'’s last operation is the buying up
of one half of Bridgeport, Con., which he
offers for sale, every other ot at first COst,
his profits to come out of the advance
whieb the improvements will canse in  the
remaiming lots. This great showman was
once a journeyman printer.

Mr. Sidney Smith, the British vice con-
sul at Havana, who obeved the dictates of
a manly heart in treating with kindness the
American outlaws of the Cuba expedition,
was received in New Orleans on the 6th
with a salute of 31 guns, 'He is'to make
the tour of the United Statesy, snd will - be
made much of,

dollar of money will be diained out of the '

Chitor's Department,
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MIRAMICHI :

C!:IATHAH, Monpay, Max 31, 1852,

THE GULF STEAMER.

We are indebted to the New Brunswick-
er for ta¢ fullowing information respecting
Major Norton's proceedings iu reference to
hissteater ; and we are glad to perceive
that he is using his best exeruons to render
his boat as serviceable to the public as the
peculiar position he has unfortunately been
placed in will permit :

“ Major Neiton arrived in this City last
Wednesday, and left in the Admiral on
Thursday for Boston, iatending 1o proceed
from thence to Quebee, for the purpose of
making the necessary arrangements there.
From thence he will go to Philudelphia, from
whence he intends to proceed at once by the
Osprey to Pictou, which Port he expects 1o
reach about the 14th June, then to commence
running to Quebee,

** We learn that Major Norton is determin.
ed to make such arrangaments as to the re-
gister of the Ospiey, as will enable him 1o
touch atevery portorplace in the Gulf that
may be desirable, and thus accomodate the
public to the fullest extent.”

In alluding to the circumstance of the
boat not touching at Miramiehi, we annex
the remarks of the Editors of the Free-
man, and Loyalist . :

“ Much dissatisfaction: has'naturally been
excited in Miramichi, by the announcement
fiom Major Noiton, that the boat about ta be
put on the Quebec and Pictou route, will not
touch at that purt. The cause assigned is,
that four of the Northern members “voted
against the grant passed last session in aid of
the establishment of a steamer to ply on the
Gult. It was distinctly stated that the steam-
er would touch at Miramichi, and the Execu-
tive pledged themselves to see that all the
promises made were fulfilled before they al-
lowed the money to be drawn. So that, we
presume, if Major Norton does not choose to
allow the boat to call at Miramichi. he must
be countent to forego the £500. Unless the
fxecutive consent to abet trickery and de-
ception, there is no alternative.— Freeman

* The Gleaner states that Major Norton,
American Consul at Pictou, and projector of
a line of steamers (or steamer) from Pictou
to Quebec, has publicly declared that his boat
(or boats) will not touch at Miramichi, but
proceed directly from Shediac to Gaspe.—
This is vot fulfilling bis pledge, and the Ma.
jor may rest assured that unless he touches
at Miramichi he will never touch a farthing
ol the New Brunswick grant, which was made
conditionally that he should touch at that
port."— Loyalist

On_ the same subject the Pictou Eastern
Chronicle remarks :

* The Miramichi Gleaner expresses some
surprise and disappointment that Major Nor-
ton’s steamer is not to touch at Miramichi as
well as Shediac, on her way to and from Que-
bec. The fault lies not with the proprietor
but with the New Brunswick Legislature.
Under onr present Navigation Lawsa foreign
vessel, which the steamer Osprey is, cannot
run in our coasting tiade, and thowgh clear-
ing from aport in one Province to a port in
auother, such as from here to Charlottetown,
or Shediac or Miramichi is not within the
presciibed rule, running between two ports in
the same Province is cleatly prohibited., The
only way to avoid the difliculty is for the two
branches ot the Legislature orany Colony 1o
memoralise the customs authorities of the
home government for permission for a foreign
vessel to trade between any two ports in that
colony or possession, which is allowed to be
granted under the laws above mentjoned —
This necessary step has not been taken as
we are informed, the Council when it was
first introduced extended their resolution to
any American vessel, and the House refus-
ing very properly to sanction a vote which
would open the coasting trade of that part
of New Bruuswick to the Americans, thiew
it out. Major Norton's steamer will there-
fore under present circumstances he unable to
clear from Shediac to h“l’zlmichi or vice
versa.,”

NEw Yorx —A paper published in this
L‘i'Y states that the acgregate sum p;]id
weekly at the different places of amuse-
ment in the city amcunt to the large sum
of $34,170 dellars. A handsome sum tru-
ly.

Uxitep Starrs. — Violent shocks of
earthquake have been recently felt at
Washington and Baltimore.

Cavava.—The Quebec papers report a
most favorable augmentation in the Reve-
aue from the Customs, up to the 10th in-
stant, exceeding the corresponding period of
last year by £45,000, being an increase of
nearly 50 per cent.

A despatch from Washington says Mr
Clay’s bealth is no better.  His physician,
Dr. Jackson, bas returned to Philadelphia,
induiging no hope of his recovery, but pro-
neunces his early death inevitable.

PROSPECTS OF THE RAILWAY.

A Correspondent at Quebee, writing to
the Editor of the New York Herald, un-
der date of May 5, in referring to the sue-
cess of Mr Hincks's mussion 10 England,
remarks : —

“ Public curiosity has been stimulated to
the highest pitch by the contradictory reports
respecling Mr tiancks’ success in England,
Private letters fiom London assure us that
Sir John Pakinglon refuses o be bownd by
Eail Grey's promises, and further takes for-
mal exception to the deviation from Major
Robinson's routé, recommended by the com-
missioners [rom the several British Noith
American Provinces. A railioad, says Sir
John, fiom Halifax to St. John, N. B, and
there jmining a line to Puitiand, would be the
death of the western portion of New Bruns-
wick and the eastern portion of Canuda ;nei-
ther produce nor passengers would ever ex-
ploie that patt of the road between St. Johs
and Quebec. Maine and Montreal infuence,
combincd, would give such a preponderance
to the route from Halifax to St. John, thence
to Portland, and thence to Montreal, that the
Quebec and Halilax line would be a mers
useless ornament, Again—in a military point
of view the route along the gulf shore re-
commended by Major Robinson, is ebvioasly
nreierable to a line running through the Saint
John Valley.”

SAINT ANDREWS AND QUEBEC
RAILWAY.

The St. Andrews Standard contains the
following lettter from the manager, Julius
Thompson, Esq., by which it will be seen
that " this ‘work is -in a'fair way of beiny
completed to Woodstock. :

“S1. AxprEWS AND QUEBEC RaiLway,
St Andrews, May 17,
“To the Fditor of the Standaid,

“ Sir,—In order to remave any doubts fiam
the public mind, if any such stil! exist, as lo
the contract for the completion of the eniire
line to Woodstock having been finally set
tled and arranged ; I shall be obliged if yog
will be good enough, by inserting this iet-
ter in your next issue, 1o give publicity to
the face, that the ligal documents, signed, seal-
ed and delivered, both by the contractors auyd
the London Board of Directors, were receiy-
ed heie by the mail on Saturday,

“ I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

“Jurius Tuoxrsox, Manager.”

On this gratifying piece of news the edi-
torof the Standard makes the following
sensible remarks, pointing out some of the
benefits which are likely to follow the con-
struction of the work. Much ptaise iy
certainly due 10 the projectors of this en-
terprise, for the indefatigable zeal they
have manifested :

“The above intelligence must be truly
gratifying to the inhabitants of St' Andrews
and the County of Charlotte generally, The
conlractors ate, we learn from reliable sour-
ces, gentlemen of means and knowledge af
railway construction, and will carry on the
work with energy and spirit. One of the
parties it is reported may be expected here in
the course pf a few days, to make prelimina-
ry arrangements for commeneing operations.
We are alsv led to believe that the machire-
ry, &e., Arequircd In construction will be here
in due time.

* Within a year we shall reasonab) hope
to see a great improvement: the produce of
the forest will be brought here for shipmert
in large quantities ; we may see halfa Jdozen
ships on the stocks at the Point, a place that
nature seems to have made on purpose lor
ship-yards ; and this will increase until the
road shall have arrived at Woodstock, whew
a general trathie will grow up between the
farmers and lumberers in Carleton and the
fishermen and foreign traders o! the const,
the bulk of which must centre in this place.
But the advantage will not be confined o
us ; the settler in the woods, instead of burn -
ing his timber on the gioun!, will sell it for a
good price, and the crop of wood which nu-
ture has placed on il, and which is now use-
less, will be of far more value than any erop
that can be raise! upon it in any any one
year afterwards.  The produce of the interior
will be exchanged for the fish of the const, te
the great increass of the comfort of hoth par-
ties. The daily trains will bring fresh meat
and vegetables and return fresh fish, and the
increase of the means of comfortable subsis-
tence thereby created, will cause settlo-
ment te advance at ay exceedingly happy
rate.

“ Hitherto our fisheries have been consider.
ed as meiely furnishing an article of export
in a salted state; the luxury of fresh fish is
confined to a few towns on the sea cosat, and
in many of thewn the price is so great as to
ba beyond the reach of the poor, - The mass
of the people in the interior scarcely sev
fish in a fiesh state, bu: the railroad will
produce a different state of things. There is
between Howard Settlement and Madawas-
ka, a tract of excellent land, which will, ixn
all probability, within a few years alter being
traversed by railroads, contain 300 000 inha-
bitants ; this great population will rejuire
large supplies, and this is the quarter from
which they must come. We have dwelt up.
on this subject, because it seems to be hardly
thonght of at present, the general views res-
pecting the road refer almost wholly to fo-
reign taffic, but the domestic *raffic is that
which in general is allowed by political
economists, the most serviceable to the com-
munity, and moreover it gengrally brimgs the
most income io the railioad.  We are obliged




