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the welfare and happiness of its inhabi-
tants. The thanks of the Society have
since been conveyed to Mr Cunard, with
directiens for the disposal of the samples
-sent to the Exhibition, &c. -

The fourth meeting of the Board was
eonvened at Chatham on Thursday the
19th June, for the purpose of receiving the
report of the Judges appointed to inspect
Farms, and award the prizes granted by
the Society to the best farms of the most
deserving farmers.

By the report of the Judges (a copy of
which is hereto annexed), it will be seen
that there were only ten competitors; or
rather candidates, for the prizes, viz. :

Patrick Morrisey, Daniel Witherell, and
James Mitchell, Newcastle ; Charles Mar-
shall, John Wyse, Alexander Jessiman, and
John Porter, Douglastown ; and Michael
Searle, G. Johnston, and D. Elkin, Napan.

The prizes were awarded as follows:
1st prize; J. Mitchell, Newcastle, £56 0 0
2ad « M. Searle, Napan, 4 0 0
3rd. « J. Porter, Douglastown, 3 0 0

In the neighboring counties, and -in al-
most every country on earth, such methods
-of creating emulation among farmers have
been successfully adopted, and the Board
conceive that nothing so far as they were
concerned, ‘was wanting to render the ap-
propriation as beneficial here as elsewhere.
They selected men as Judges whose repu-
tation, position in society; and acknowledg-
ed integrity of purpose, placed them beyond
the reach of suspicion as to partiality ; yet
(the winners excepted) few were pleased
with the decisions they came to.

The duty performed by the gentlemen
who kindly consented to act as Judges,
was, in truth, irksome and disagreeable
enough. Had that duty been merely to
decide which of the ten candidates could
exhibit the richest or most luxuriant crop ;
which had his fields the best fenced, best
laid off, in the best heart, and under the
best cultivation ; or in a word, which can-
didate had his whole farm in a condition
approaching the nearest to perfection, then,
if public opinion may be reljec on, Mr
John Wyse of Douglastown would have
beerr entitled to the first prize. Or had
that duty been to decide merely which can-

. didate had reclaimed from its wilderness

sondition the largest farm, or which had
ut forth the largest amount of personal
abour, skill and enterprise, or which (be-
sides supporting and educating a large fa-
mily) had realized from his calling the most
cash, thenitis very likely the Judges might
have awarded the prize to Mr George
Johnston of Napan, and so on with reference
to all the other unsuccesstul candidates.
Rach, no doubt, would have had some pro-

" miuent claim to consideration, which, if

weighed by itself, would have entitled him
to a prize, but which, viewed as forming
only one of the various qualifications to be
taken into account by the Judges, was not
enough to entitle him to any prize. Fault-
finders, then, before grumbling so freely,
should have ascertained the precise rules
by which these gentlemen were called upon
10 decide, and the process of reasoning by
which they arrived at the decisions they
had done,

Why so few farmers came forward as
cendidates for prizes of such importance
as £5, £4, and £3, is passing strange. To
become a candidate cost not cne penny be-

ond the dollar required to, constitute mem-
ership ; and surély, if no other motive had
suggested itself to the minds of our far-
mers, beyond that of being honored with a
visit from gentlemen of such respectability
snd influence, whose duty it was 10 inspect
their premises, and give such publicity to
that inspection, as they might think pro-
per ; this alone, one weuld think, should
have been enough to have led them to step
forward as candidates.  However, it is no
doubt graufying ro all such money-despi-
sing folks, to reflect, thatowing to their
peculiar aversion to anything like aitention
to theit "own interests, they have allowed
those wide-awake gents., Mitchell, Searle,
and Porter, to pocket £12, which might
have fitted their pockets full as well as
those into which they have passed. In
Napan and the Chatham Back Lots, where
were our No. 1 ploughmen? Our Dicks,
Grays, and Galloways ? our Baldwins
Orrs, and McKnights? to say nothing of
those money-despising sons of the soil, Jot
MecLean, Finlay McDiarmid, James Kerr,
Dixons, Jardines, and 2 host of others.
Oa the Newcasile , what became of
our Goodfellows, Conliards, Raianies, Ha-
miltons.

It is to be hoped that should a simijar

. e¢hance come rvound, of pocketing a few

pounds, our farmers will not display quite
such an aversion to the ¢ guinea stamp,”

ite h an antip: y to the procee 23 $
y X ity o pdlhy 20 e el Hawes's letter, I should at once have aban-

angs of a Society, whose only aim 1s 1o
promote their parfiiculat interes(s

Mr Mitchell, the winner of the first prize,
presented the Society with the very hand-
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IMPORTANT RAILWAY DOCU-
MENTS.

MR. HOWE'S ANSWER TO EARL
: GREY.

Hivirax, December 11, 1851,
May it please your Excellency—

As the mail for England closes this evening,
Ideemit aduty which Towe to the Right
Honorable the Secretary of State for the Co-
lonies, no less than to your Excellency, to
lose no time in offering such explanations as
appeur to be demanded of me by the tenor of
the Despatch frem his Lordship, No. 292, da-
ted 27th November, which has just been put
into my hands.

That 1 have read that Despatch with regret,
and deep mortification, 1 cannot conceal from
your Excellency.

That in a question of such vital impert-
ance to the success of the policy of whizh I
have been the advocate, I have misunderstood
the views of Her Majesty’s Government, and
for six months, have misrepresented them to
all British America, is as apparent from that
Despateh, as that much time bas been wast-
ed inan unvailing attempt to ripen a scheme
of improvement which must new fall to the
ground. e

While Ido not shrink from the full weight
of the responsibility which this Despateh
throws upon me, and while it would be unfair
to disguise from your Excellency for a
moment, the inevitable consequences of the
decision which it communicates, I am now
only solicitous that your Excelleney should
be coavinced, that, however I may have mis-
interpreted the views of Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment, [ have acted throughout with can-
dour and good faith. !

In my first letter to Earl Grey dated 25th

November, I set forth, at large, the advanta-
ges, not only to.maritime Provinces; #ut to
the Empire, of a line across Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, toshorten the time required
to make the passage between Europe and
America, and secure to our own ports the ad-
vantages of ecean steam navigation.
. I pointed out the danger of allowing this
line to be made by Foreign Capitalists, at
high rates of interest, and assuming that it
would be so made if the British Government
did net interpose, claimed the guarantee
tor it, under the impression that the line of
the St. Lawrence had been abandoned.

In my second letter, of the 16th January, a
wider range was taken. The extent, value,
and political and industrial importance of the
provinces was argued ; and, assuming that it
would be good policy for the mother country
to aid them by guaranteeing or advancing
funads for their internal improvements; [ rea-
soned upon the construction of the two great
lines of Railroad in which they were interest-
ed, acd treated them as indispensable portions
of one great scheme.

1 never dreamed tha* New Brunswick
would assume the responsibility of making the
northern line unless the European were pro-
vided for, nor have I ever entertained that
opinion. The following passage near the
close of the letier of the 16th January, shows
that in referring to that Province I assamed
that she had two lines to make, for which
provision must be made:

* Although baving no aunthority to speak
for the other colonies, I may observe that the
Province of New Brunswick, which lies be-
tween Nova Scotia and Canada, has, in addi-
tion to her ordinary sources of revenue, il,
000,000 ef acres of ungranted Jands. She
might pledge to Her Majesty’s Government
the proceeds of as many millions of acres of
these lands, along the lines to be opened, as
might be necessary, in addition to the pledge
of her public funds, to seeure this conntry
from loss The troops might be employed
and sattled in this province "also. The lands
pledzed conld be sold to emigrants, the Bri-
tish Mails and Soldiers would be transported
at fair prices, and the amounts might be car-
ried to the credit of the loans, 1believe that
New Bruunswick could, if moderately aided,
ultimately make ker great lines, absorb and
provide farms for millions of emigrants, ih-
creasing the home market for British goods
by the annual amount of their consumption,
and in a very few yeas pay any loan she may
require to contract, without costing England
a farthing.”

On the 10th of March 1 received Mr
Hawes's letter, containing the passage quoted
in Earl Grey’s Despaich, “Itis also to be
understood that Her Mzajesty’s Government
will by no means object to its forming part of
the plan which may be deteimined wvpon,
that it should include a provision for estab-
lishing commonication between the pro-

ted States.” g
Having urged that provision should be

! made for both lines. and being satisfied that

;" from the advantage of the Imperial gnarantee |

the one ranked far higher in the estima-
tion of New Brenswick than the other, I did
not for a moment suppose that the line
which she velued most was to be excluded

or that she eculd be ‘empted to aid the other
colonies to make a national Highway, leaving
her chief commercial city without any con.
nexion with Great Britain, the United States,
or the other colonies, by the woik for which
her revenues were to be so deeply pledged.
Had I so interpreted this passage of Mr

donad the negotiation as hopeless, {or T he.

{ lieved then as 1 believe now, that New Bruns-

some donation o Five Pounds, for which !

Mr Mitehell received the unanimous and
eordial thanks of the Society,

wick will never consent to pledge her Reve-
nues io make a central road, unless the Eu-
ropean is incladed in the arrangement,

If she has to make one read with meney
eosting i0 per cent she will of eourse make

ray and the Railways of the Uni- |

that which is to her of primary importance.
She can muke but one ifeither is to cost so

poned tili ber resources increase. It is fortu-
nate that this madtter should have been mis-
conceived, and the blame must rest entirely
upon me, for nothing could exeeed tne frank-
ness and unreserve with which [ was treated
by Earl Grey upon all eccasions.

That I neverunderstood Mr Hawes's propo-
sition to include less than I have assumed, is
apparent from my report to'Mr Keating, da-
ted two days afler its receipt :

/[ have now the honor to enclose a copy of
a_letter addressed to me on the 10th inst., by
Mr Hawes, in which the Lieutenant Gover-
nor will be gratified to perceive that my mis-
sion has resulted in the determination of her
Majesty’s Government, to propose to Parlia-
ment to advance or guarantee the funds which
may be requirad by the thiee North Ameri-
can Provinces, to make a Railroad from Ha-
lifax.to Quebec or Montreal, including a line
of connection across New Bruuswick, with
the Railroad lines of the United States.”

At the public meeting held at Masons’
Hall shortly after my return; I explained the
offer of Her Majesty’s Government, as | have
ever understood it to this day, After describ-
ing the generous terms proffered, and the po:
licy to be pursued, I used this Janguage :

*“Three hundred and thirty miles will con-
nect us with Portland ; with all the lines
which interlace the American Repubiic, and
bind together the prosperous communities of
the south and west. 8ix hundred and seventy
miles more, opening up the central lands and
settlements of New Brunswick, will not only
connect us, as we originally contemplated,
with Quebec and the St. Lawsence, but pas-
. sing through 180 miles ot settlements on that
noble river, will place us in communication
with the populous city of Montreal, which
will soon be in connection with Portland on
the other side; the circle being thus complete
and chains of intercommunication established,
easily accessible by shorter lines, to all the
rising towns and settlements which that wide
circmt will embrace.”

At the meetings held in New Brunswick,

whenever charged with abandening the Port-
i land line, my invariable answer was, that
provision had been made for it and that both
lines could be built for the same price, with
the Imperial guarantee, that one would cost
without it.

Mr Chandler and myself went to Toronto
in this belief'; neither ot us would have gope
with any other, for we both knew that New
Brunswick would be no party to any arrange-
ment which threw her funds into a compara-
tive wilderness, and left her chief commer-
cial cities in a state of hopeless isolation,

In my report of the proceedings at Portland,
where Mr Chandler and I passed some time,
secured provision for the branch live to the
United States was propeunded in vindication
of the good faith of the Colonial governments.
In the report oithe results of the negotiations
at Toronto, it was distinctly stated, that in
consideration of Nova Scotia consenting to
make one-third of the road to the St. Law-
rence, “ New Brunswick should construct
the Portland line, with the funds advanced by
the British Government, at her own risk.”

To this engagement we have bound her in
the bills recently passed, in ore of which it is
expressly declared, “ that this act shall not
go into- operation unless provision be made
by the Province of New Branswick for the
construction of a braneh line from some con-
venient point of intersection with the main
trunk line to the River St. Croix.”

The presence of this clause shows the in-
terest whieh Nova Scotia, as well as New
Brunswick bas'in the branch line. This pro-
vince would never have cogsented to make
eighty miles beyond her frontier, of the. nor-
thern road, except with the certainty of se-
curing both,

With the trafiic of the European line added
to its own the northern line will pay.—
Standing by itself the risks would be too great
to tempt either of the maritime provinces,
unaided, into the specunlation.

1 deeply regret that any misconception wp-
on this important point, propagated and rei-
terated in a variety of public documents and
speeches, most of which were transmitted to
the Colonial Office as they appeared, should
have been corrected sv late.

Nova Scotia will have to charge to one over-
zealous in her service, the cost of an extra
Session of the Legislature, ending in disap-
pointment.

New Brunswick will have received the
{ intelligence in time to shape her Legislation
to suit her obvious interests.

What course Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment may deem it pradent to pursue, in the
{ aliered circumstances in which they stand,
there is bat little time to consider; but I
would respectfully suggest, that laws passed
| the three branches under an entite miscon-
{ ception, should not be submitted for the
' Queen’s assent until the parliament meets
| again, I have &e.,

I Hows,
His Excellency Sir John Harvey, &c.
GoversMaENT House,
Halifax, December 24, 1851,
My Lord,
Referring to my Despatch, No. 40, of the
j 1ith instant, and 1ts enclosure. I have now
" the honor to transmif a copy of a second Re-
port which Mr Howe bas placed in my hands.

from the Province irom the beginning of May
1o the end of September, having returned on.
{1y justin time to meet the Legislature. In
| submitting the meuasures matuied by my Go-
vernment, | acted vpon the wider interpreta-
tion of the proposition embodied in Mr

much, and tne line to Canada must be post- ;

Your Lordship is aware that I was absent |

Howe’s latter, upen which the three Govern-
ments had negotinted throughout the sum-
mer, and which it is but dae to Mr Howe te
state, has been, within tae Provinces, univer-
sally recognieed.

I have thought it bt fair to Sir Edmund
Head not to promulgate yeur Lordship’s Des-
patch_here until publicity is given to it in
: New Brunswick. :

Your Lordship will perhaps pardon me the
expression of my firm conviction, thet the
failure of this great enterise would, in the'
present state of feeling in these Provinces,
do mischief in the same proportion that its sue-
cessful accomplishment would huve dome good.
Combined action for the construction of re-
productive works, under the auspices of the
Queen’s Government, would, 1am assured,
have cheered the public mind and elevated
the chiaracter of the Colonists. The disap-
pointment of hopes so highly raised, I sincerely
trust, may yet be averted by the wisdom awd mag-
nanimily of Her Majesty’s Government.

I have, &e.,
J. Hazrvxr.
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, &e.

Havirax, December 14, 1831,
May it please Your Excellency—

Since the departure of the last mail for
England I have had leisure to reflect upon
the whole subject partially embraced by my
hasty Report of the 11th inst.

The question at issue turns upon the inter-
pretation which may be fairly given to the
single passage in Mr Hawes's letter of the
10th of March. If Your Excellency has giv-
en to that passage too wide an application,
the error has been shared by the Legislatures
and Governments of the three Provinces, and
by the press and the public at large.

The ymportance of the interests involved
will perhaps justify me in placing before
Your Excellency some further references (e
public documents which may have been
overlooked.

On the 22d March, with Mr Hawes's per-
mission. the whole correspondence was pla-
ced in the hands of Messrs. Jackson, Peto,
Betts and Brassy, who were desirous of con-
tracting for the construction of the railroads,
for which provision had been made. The
opening passage of their letter will show the
construction they put upen that of Mr

Hawea.
“9, Great George Street,
Westminster, March 25,1851,

* Sir,—Having understood that it 1s propo-
sed to construct through the Provinces of
| British North America certain Lines of Rail-
way, to connect those Provinces with each
other, and with the Railway Lines of the United
States, and that Her Majesty’s Government
have consented to-aid the Provincial Govera-
meats, by gnaranteeing the Loans, or advan-
cing the funds required for these works, on
certain conditions, which it is probable will
be accepted, we wish to make, throngh you,
- a tender of our services in the formation of

these railroads.”

So far was I from suspecting that thess
‘ gentlemen had misread Mr Hawes’s letter, or
 that any other interpretation: would be given
to it at the Colonial Office, that, on the 26th
of Mareh, I sent a copy of it to Earl Grey.

This letter, signed by Messrs. Betts and
Brassy, was read at the Toronto Dinner, ia
the presence of the Governor General, pub.
. lished in nearly all the .Canada papers, some
of which were sent to Earl Grey by the next
mail.

My last report contained an extract from
the speech delivered by me at Mason’s Hail
in May. I have since looked carefully over
that speech, and find the whole scope and
structure of it founded upon the view then
taken upon the contents ot Mr Hawes’s letter.
Combating the arguments urged in New
Brunswick against the acceptance of ths
terms proposed, I said—*“ New Brunswick”
in my epinion, “ will reap the largest amount
of benefit from the expenditure ; she will get
two most important lines at three and a haif
per cent, the other Provinces but one.”

At the risk of appearing tedions, I must
trouble your Excellency with another pde-
sage :

i But it has often been said that we have
broken faith with the people of Portlund.
But in what essential have we broken faith *
We offer to our neighbors the means 1o make
the whole line. We have pledged our publie
resources to make our part of it—have they
offered us a pound, or raised one fifth of
what they want themselves 2—Nay. Can
eitber or both show us anybody’s obligation
to lend them or us one tenth of what we
jeintly require ? They ask us to ce-operate
with them to obtain a Railioad, and we have
{ broken faith by providing for our own re-
: quirements, and offering them money to build
it to their very doors.”

But, it may be said, such a Speech might
bave been made, and yet never have reached
the Colonial Secretary, to ehallenge eriticism
or correction. If such had been the case my
position, at this mement, would be very awk-
ward. On the 25th of May, copies of this
spsech were sent te Lords Grey, Stanley, and
Monteagle. Under date of the 12th of June,
T was honored with a note from the Colonial
Secretary. by which it is apparent that the
{ speech had been carefully read, and was ap-
proved.

In the letter which I had the honor to ad-
dress to your Excellency on the 11th inst. [
referred briefly to the Report made on the 20th
i of July, of the results of mission to Canada
and New Brunswick. 1 nave since looked
carefully over that Report, and find that its
whole strueture is based upon the convietion
that all the money required 1o carry out the




