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Rumours of an impending dissolutionof
the Cabinet continue, and a Liberal morn-
ing contemporary positively anunounced on
Thuraday that the Russell Government wag
atan end. This was at least premature, for
the Cabinét met the same day, and to-day
the Privy Council met her Majesty at Wind-
sor. We were favoured last night with a
eommunication from a very influential quar-
ter, which states that, although the position
of the cabinet is critical, little doubt exists
that it will meet Parliament, whatever may
be its subsequent fate, and that there is mot
the Jedst reason to suppose that the Peelites
wi!l join the presemt administration. Any
combination of the two parties which may
hereafter arise, will mainly depend, our cor-
respondent believes, upon the tactics of the
Protectionists: Nothing has occured since
the spring of last year to strengthen their po-
sitien. The same poverty of administrative
talent which that crisis disclosed {0 the na-
tion still exists, while the personal feelings
of Lord Derby are understood to be now even
more inimical to the acceptance of office
than they wete in the early part of 1851.

These sre the views of a gentleman who
mixes largely in the first political circles of
the metropolis, and whose social position en-
titles his opinien to considerable weight—
The loss of Loid Palmerston has undoubted-
ly been a heavy blow to the Cabinet, on the
eve of the meeting of Parliament; and the
spirit in which he parted from his colleagues |
appears to be universally regarded as the re-
verse of friendly. Some new political com-
binations are not unlikely to arise out of this
rupture, for Lord Palmerston was almost the
only member of the Whig Cebinet with
whom the followers of the late Sir Robert
Peel could not consistently act. His policy
was 8o entirely antagonistic to that of the i
Farl of Aberdeen, that the political differen-
ces became almost personal ones in the fre-
queney of attack and defence. Every mem-
ber of the Peel Cabinet was thus placed in
a more hostile position towards the noble
V.lscount than (o any or all ef the present mi-
nisters, and the fact of Lord Palmerston be-
ing severed from the Whigs affords a very

tangible reason for the Peelites joining them.
In southern Africa the war with the Kaf-
firs appears to become more disastrous.— |
Every arrival deepens the gloom. The in-
telligence this week is of the most disastrous
character. We find our men exposed to a |
murderous fire by the enemy lurking in fast-

{
nesses, officers are shet ‘own, and the has- i
rassing nature of the conflict is dispiriting to |
the British troops, some of whom are des. :
cribed as being literally in rags. It is really i

painful to read the details of the sanguinary
collision in which we are now engaged with
the savages at the Cape of Good Hope. No |
wonder, then, that persons look about for rea- |
sons to aceount for this anomalous state of |
things. The bravery of the Kaffirs is unques-
tionable, aud they have had sufficient expe-
rience in former hostilities to profit by our
tactics. To put down the war in Kaffraria,
we must clearly alter our system. It is dis-
graceful to us as a civilised people that a
horde of barbariaus can thus keep us at bay,
dely our authority, slay our soldiers, and en- |
tail endless expense on the parent state in a
protracted effort to suppress this inglorious
rebellion. :

. Regarding war as an exchange of bloody !
ideas, it is every way desirable to bring the
issue within the smallest possible limits.—
Humanity itself prompts such a conrse. We
owe it to civilised as well as to a savage life.
Now, it will be found, we believe, that
while we surpass most nations in mecha-
nical skill, while we have achisved results in
mechanism, which are the world’s wonder,
we are notoriously behind other eountries in
the perfectability of those deadly instruments
which decide alike the fate of tribes and of
nations. The inventive faculties of our coun-
trymen have been devoted to the arts of
peace, and they have not cared to concern
themselves about those murderous weapons
which most effectually destroy life orshatter
limbs. Buthowever creditable this may be
in the abstract {0 ourselves as a people, is it
fair towards those whom we send forth to
fight our battles and preserve our empire ?
No good reason, we apprehend, can be assign-
ed why the musketor the bayone: with which
the Buitish seldier fights should not have a
range as great and a capacity for charging as
veady and destructive as similar weapons
elsewhere. Our inferiorityin this respect is
admitted, and the fact is the reverse of com-
plimentary to the military authorities of *this |
country, whe evideutly think that to pipe-
clay the soldier, and to encase him in a cos-
tume as stiff as buckram, without bestowing
a thought about the quality of the weapons
which they putinto his hands, is the most
suitable way to emsure bis success in the
field. The more irregularthe warfare, as in
the caseo! the Kaffirs, the greater the meces.
sity for giving the soldier the bewefit of every
aid which skill and science can impart to his
firearms. The Horse Guards seem at length
to have become impressed with this essen-
tial truth, for they have determined upen
sending a regiment of Rifles to the Cape of
{Good Hope—a good omen, and the precursor,
we will believe, of a better system.

The records of a despotism seldom furnish
interesting materials to the historian. It ig
not so, however, with the career of Lunis'Na-
poleon, whoday by day issues Jecrees of such
an extraordinary and arbitrary chaizcter, that
we are not likely 1o be at a loss, for zome
time, for subjects of an exciting character-—

‘! tion has not yet appeared.

* Constitution of the First Consul,

The Mnnicipal Council of Paiis has been
dissolved and reconstituted, so as to get rid

of certain obnexious members, amongst
whom are the celebrated names of M. Bixio,
M. P. Delaroche, the artist, M. Horace Say,
and other representatives. The chamber of,
Commerce, at Havre, has been summarily
dissolved, for having entered upon its jour-
nals some protest against the usurpation.—
The coinage has been remodelled ; the effigy
of Louis Napoleon being on one side, but the
title ot President of the Republic has been
omitted. The imperial eagle is restored to
all the French bauners and Legions of Ho-
nour, and the device of * Liberty, Equality,
and Fraternily” abolished; the old names of
streets, bearing the word * Royal,” are restor-
ed. The treesof liberty, in Paris and in the
departments, are all cut down or uprooted,
and the timber has been given to the poor.—
But, perhaps, the most tyrannical decree is
that of General Castellane, at Lyons, who,
by a stroke of the pen, has broken up all the
fraternal associations in bis great military di-
vision. These bodies areneither more nor
less than benefit societies, which the (rugal
woirkmen of France have instituted, and, by
a collection of considerable funds, have wise-
ly provided against the contingencies, of sick-
ness, destitution, death, and want of employ-
ment. In nosense are they political clubs;
bat General Castellane views them with sus-
picion; so he has fulminated a decree orler-
ing their dissclution, and that the whole of
theiraffairs'shall be wound up in the presence
of a Commissary of Police. Insucha state
of things, it is a matter of astonishment that
a body of men comprising some of the most
eminent bankers in Europe, should tieat

with the French Government for the conces- |

sion of the Paris and Lyons railway. But
the bargain is completed, and 115 millions
of franks have been agreed to be paid for the
concession for 99 years, the Government
guaranteeing four per cent. interest for fifty
years. The privileges of the press and of the
theatres are extinct, and the owners of cafes
in Paris are subject to the most rigorous sur-
veillance. The great law officers of France,
all of them men of the highest eminence in
the courtry, have been the only parties who
have had the boldness to resist and protest
against the usurpation. At present they
seem induced to quash the sentence of the
court-martials, as wholly illegal, but, as this
is quite out of the question, Louis Napoleon
is seriously considering of some plan to re-
model the courts of Jaw, 80 as to bring the
refractory judges under his immediate con-
trol. During several days it was anticipated
that the new Constitution would be promul-
gated, but it is now said that its publication
is deferred until the 16th inst. If nowever,
the usurper can make up his mind to assume
openly the title of Emperor, we do not per-
ceive that any opposition can arise in any
quaiter, so abjectis the state of France. It
is asserted, however, and we hope it is true,
that the honest men of rank and consequence
of Friance hold back, and:refuse to join this
Consuliative Commission, which is the
mere conduit pipe or gutter through which
the imperial decrees are to flow. At any
rate, from some cause or other, the Constitu-
Some of our
contemporaries have been speculating upon
the probable working of this revival of the
We ean-
not but consider the whole thing a ridiculous

; farce, got up to amuse the world, whilst the
| manageis of the theatre are behind the scenes

meditating far more serious projects. No
little pressure has been brought to bear upon
the King of Belgiam, who hasbeen compell-
ed toaccede to the French ruler's demands
for the extradition of some of the political
refugees ia Belgium. Instructiens have also
been sent to the emissaries at the courts of
the four powers, parties to the treaty of Vien-
na, to sound their views, whether they con-
sider the delimitations of that treaty as irre-
vocable. The treaty of 1814 is spoken ofas
a final arrangement with which the French
ruler would be satisfied. Tn one word, the
substantial results of the battle of Waterloo
are to be thrown away, and the securities ta-
ken by the treaty of 1815 waived in favour
ef anusurper. If any of the parties to the
treaty of Vieana sanction its infraction, with
a view to satisfy the ambition or vanity of
Louis Napoleon or the French people, they
may rest perfectly assured that their conces-
sions will orly lead to fresh demands, and
the frontier of the Rhina will be set up as a
cry which nething bu: the allied forces of the
other European powers can iesist. Consi-
derable promotious i the army, and an ex-
traordinary rise in the French funds, is an-
nounced in our last news. Itis said the Re-
ceivers General throughout France are to be
abolished, and their duties trausferred to the
Bank of France The shares of this estab-
lishment have rizen considerably.

By an imperial decree, issued at Vienna
the last day of the year, the constitution of
4th March is formally abrogated as “ being un-
suitable and impracticable.”
features of the new fundamental laws will
be found in another coiumn. The old politi-
cal demonstrations are to be employed in
the different provinces.

To Ship’ Cwners.

The Subscriber, an experienced Ship Mas.
ter,and at present a resident of the County
of Restigouche, is willing to take eharge of a
new Ship, from a poitin the Lower Provin-
cesto any port in Great Britain or Ireland,
the ensming spring. Salistactory reference
can be given.
gouche.

Address, Dalhousie, Resti-

GEORGE MORRISON.
January 3, 1852. dm

The principal !
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To the Editor of the Gleaner,

Sir,—I notice in the last Gleaner a des-
cription of a Chinese laundry, which gra-
phically pourtrays the process of doing vp
linen by the industrious Celestials. I can
assure you ] had my nationality a litile
stirred by the writer’s remarks about the
superiority of ironing by these «ching
tong foos,” and more particularly shen he
hazarded the assertion that # this invention
beat the Yankees ali hollow.” If he only
knew how the girls iron the boy’s shirts,
and their own fizings, in my State, he
would give it up, 1 know.

I will tell you, Mr Editor, how they
come it there. When there is o be an
“ironing frolic,” the girls meet tugether,
prepare a long table, spread all the clothes
out at once, then, having heated the irons
to the proper friz, by a simple contrivance
tasten them to their feet, and skate over the
clothes like all nawre. This the girls call
“ going it hot foot,” and 1 guess is about
the greatest smoothing ever invented.
The Celestials can’t come up to that by a
quarter, I think.

o~~~

JONATHAN.
Newecastle, January 23, 1852.

Elitor’s Department,

N~

MIRAMICHI :

Cratnam, Monpay, FEeruarY 2, 1852.

ALNWICK AGRICULTURAL SO-
CIETY.

A meeting of the inhabitants of the Pa-
rish of Alowick, was held at the residence
of Roderick McLeod) Esq., in Tabusiniac,
on the 22nd inswant, for the purpose of or-
ganizing an Agricultural Society in that
District.  George Kerr and Peter Mitchell,
Esquires, having attended by special inwi-
tation, to assist in carrying out so desirable
an object, the former of these gentlemen
was called to the chair, and baving explain-
ed the object of the meeting, he entered
fully into the benefits to be derived by a
proper organization for the encouragement
of Agriculture, and by a judicicus use of
the bounty afforded to local societies by
our Provincial Legislature, If this Socie-
ty, when organised, subscribed and paid
the sum of 257 , they would then be entitled
to draw from the Provincial Treasury the
sum of 75/., which would give them the
sum’ of 100/. 10 begin with. A judicious
application of such a sum annually, would
give a great impetus to rural pursuits in
the Parish ; and the emulation which would
be excited by the offer of prizes for superior
skill, and the social advantages to be deri-
ved from the interehange of views at the
frequent meetings of the farmers, which
must follow such an organization, would
be of very great importance. The chair-
man also gave a brief history of the for-
mer as well as of the present Northum-
berland Agricultural Society, of which he
has so long been Treasurer, and to the ef-
forts of which he ascribed, in a great mea-
sure, that standing which we as a County
have acquired in an agricultural point of
view, and pronounced by Professor John-
ston to be unequalled by any other County
of the Province. The Northumberland So-
ciety has for years devoted its attention to
the improvement of our breed of Catle, by
importation as well as by the selection and
improvement of our present stock. By
their Ploughing Matches, and Catile aud
Grain Shows, they have encouraged by
premiums a laudaple emulation among our
raral population; by the importation of
Seeds and labour-saving machines, they
have afforded 10 the farmer facilities for
prosecuting his business possessed by the
agriculturist of more favored lands, and
which they would not otherwise have en-
Joyed here ; and recently the Society, by
their bouuty of 50/ to Mr Flett, has secu-
red the erection of a Cloth Factory, and
supplied a want long felt in the County. It
gave him pleasure in saying that he believed
the establishment of Mr Flett was most
efficient, and reflected much credit, as well
on the enterprising spirit of that gentleman,
as the Society that encouraged and promo-
ted its erection. These are some of the
benefits which have resulted to the County
from the efforts of an organized Society
for the encouragement of agricultural pur.
suits, and he looked forward to similar re-
sults in this extensive Parish, from this as-
sociation.

Mr Mitchell also expressed his views
upon the benefits of such an institution.

The sum of” 257. was then subscribed and
paid, as required by law, and a Constitution
was prepared and Rules adopted for the
government of the Society, which was or-

* ganized under the name of the « Alnwick

Agricultural Society.” The meeting then

proceeded to the election of Office Bearers,
when the following gentlemen were chosen
far the ensuing year :

President—Roderiek McLeod, Esq.

Vice Presidents — Hon. James Darvidson,
James W. Hierlihy, and Lewis Robicheaux,
Esquires. -

Treasurer—Mr James Johnston,

Secretary—Mr William Russell.

Directois— Alexander Davidson, Esquire,
Messrs, Henry Fagle, Wm. Simpsen, James
Brown, Wm. Morrison. Peter Allan, Finlay
Morrison, Win. McLeod, and Alexander Mur-
ray.

War. Russers, Secretary.

Aluwick, January 22, 1852.

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.
According to our promise, we give be-
low Mr Howe's answer to our Petition,
especting the recent unsaiisfactory alters.

tion in the Mail arrangements :

“ Guxerat Post Orricr,
St. John, January 21, 1852,
% Gentlemen,

“ T have the honor to acknowledge the re.
ceipt of your Petition on the subject of the
tecent changes in the mail arrangements in
the North eastern portion ot the Province,
poiuting out certain alterations which would
afford greater accommodation to the commu-
aity at Miramichi, and urging the propriety
of discontinuing the carriage of the mails en
Sundays.

“In reply, T have to state my regret at the
dissatistaction which has been occasioned by
the changes, and that Tam fully aware the
days pointed out in the Petition would be
preferable to the present arrangement, if it
were pessible to connect them with the Saint
John and Halifax line ; but the new arrange-
ments were fixed at the last Special Session
of the Nova Scotia Legislature, and 1 had
no choice but to make the best arrangements
I could in connection therewith.

* With reference to the question of Sunday
traveiling, &c., no person would rejoice in
its abolition more that the officers of the Poss
Office department, but so long as the practice
is allowed at all, exceptions cannot be mada
in favor of particular localities, but the differ-
ent Postmasters, &c., must take their turns. ag
the general arrangements may render it ne-
cessary. In the United States, Canada and
Nova Scotia the practice has been discontina-
ed, and it is the change in the latter Pro-
vince, in order to avoid the Sandays, which
has deranged all our mail services.

“ In answer 1o a similar Petition from the
inkabitants of Richibucto, forwarded to me
thiough His Excellency the Lieutenant Ge-
vernor, I have stated my opinion, that the pre-
sent arrangement is the best which can be
made for the North Eastern Section of the
Province, under the existing arrangements
in Nova Scotia, and I shall forward by this
day's post to His Excellency, a copy of yousr
Petition, with my reply thereto.

“1 am, Gentlemen, your most obedient

servant,
J. HOWE,
Potmaster Genera).
Mesars. Gilmour, Rankin & Co., and others’

It appears from this document, and from
the paragraphs we annex from Novascotia
papers, that the entire blame rests with the
authorities at Halifax. = The mails for this
Province are closed there at 10 o’clock P. M,
on Monday and Thursday, and are not des-
patched until the mornings of Tuesday and
Friday. = This accounts for the extraordina-
ry delay. The evil might be obviated by
closing and despatching the mails at noon
on Monday and Thursday, and it would
also do away with the Sunday delivery,
We hope our Provincial Government will
make a strong remonstrance 1 the Nova-
scotia authorities on the subject.

The following articles are copied from
the Halifax Recorder and Pictou Chronicle,
and by them it will be seen that the present
arrangements are as unsatisfactory to them
as to us. The Recorder says:

“ This department of the public service,
for some cause or other, upon which, per-
haps, all are not agreed, fails—lamentably
fails—to give satisfaction, or to inspire confi-
dence in the mode of its management. Situ-
ated as Halifax 1s—the first port of debarka-
tion of mails from abroad, and the last place
of their collection for embarkation, they
hence diverge, and here couverge; as the
capital of the Province also—its postal con-
veniences deserve the maturest consideration,
Our postal relations with New Brunswick
and Canada are very intimale, important
and considerable, but in the recent altera-
tions which have occurred thay have been
entirely eacrificed. Our exchanges from St,
John, which bhave reached here on Monday
lor twenty years past, are now delayed till
Wednesday night, or rather Thursday mern-
ing ; and those which we previously received
on Fridays are now thiown back to the ensu-
ing Moncay, [lor the mail due here on Satur-
day night at seven o’clock, will iarely reach
us before Sunday morning, and our letters
and papers of course must remain locked up
till Monday. It is too bad. Some of the
towns of our Northern frontier, Amherst, Ri-
ver Philip, Fort Lawrence, &c,—places that
had two mails a week, that is, could be writ-
ten to bence twice a week and reply, and
vice versa, have been deptived of this impor-
tant advantage by the recent alterations. As
between Saint John and Halifax, what is
needed, and what we mnst have is a tri weekly
mail leaving both places atl the same hours ou




