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ford meant by an Address to Earl Grey,
when the Bill contained no suspending
clause.

Itis now generally understood that all
the obstruction is from this, and not. from
the other side of the Atlantic—Earl Grey
merely responding to the wishes of Sir Ed-
mund Head. The Governor takes the
whole management into his own hands,
and the Executive Council have no power.
The old system of Government under Sir
Archibald Campbell, was quite as liberal as
our present Responsible Government. Yet
the Executive submit to, without denying
this, and the House as servilely suffer them
to go uncondemned. With the people alone
does the remedy exist.

The bill to prevent the traffic in alcoho-
lic liquor had a three days’ discussion. The
gallery, and even the body of the House,
was crammed with ladies, and their pre-
sence, like most of the speeches, was for
effect. The whole thing was more like a
public lecture room than a branch of the
Legislature.  The fate of the bill is doubt-
ful. Many circumstances tend to induce
the opinion that it will pass, and some
wembers will vote in favor of the bifl who
hope that the Council will reject it, and
who, while veting, are not free from arti-
ficsal excitement, The Council will not,
however, shield these gentlemen, for there
jthe Bill will assuredly pass. The nature
of this bill is not such as to remedy the
evil, because a man may import and use as
much as he pleases, though he cannot sell
to others.

Some singular arguments were advan-
cad on both sides, and among the others,

" the loss of revenue—that the law was ar-
bitrary—that the Legislature had no right
to interfere, &c. &c. Such {fallaciouws ar-
guments assisted the bill. How could reve-
nue be a justification to a demoralizing
traffic ? what was £20,000 of revenue to
£150,000 annually sent out of the country
for a worse than useless article? or who
would deny the right to legislate to prevent
a social evil? The evil was admitted by
all, and the whole question should have
been ‘whether by this mode and at this
time it could be cured by law. Indeed, the
discussion was a piece of contirued decla-
matien fitted for a temperance lecture, and
in no way partaking of the calmpess or lo-
gic of a patliamentary debate. Debating is
indeed liitle practised and less understood
in the House, and the members are much
more influenced by impulse or feeling, than
governed by reason. They are easier of
access through the heart: or the pockeis
than through the head. Such must be the
case until the electors are themselves more
governed by reason: as the fountain so the
streamlet.  Members represent the people,
and must therefore in a greater or less de-
gree represent at once their virlues and
their vices. Of course I speak generally.
We have noble exceptions among the con-
stituencies, and by consequence among the
members.

The Attorney General has laid on the
1able two Resolutions, referring to the Rail-
road, t¢ be moved on Wednesday next.
The first is very general, approving of a
Railroad to connect the Provinces; and the
gccond not particular, but adopting the
scheme assented 10 by the three Govern-
ments,

Mr Harding has laid two amendments
on the table, the second alleging that it
would not be prudent to pledge the whole
revenues for any Railroad scheme that
would not connect the Eastern Counties
with the Canadas and the American fron-
tier. If the northern members are desi-
rous of thwarting the wild and ruinous
government scheme by the valley of the
St. John, they will vote tor the amend-
ments.

After promising a measure in the speech
—changing their policy—being duped by

. the Canadian delegation, and agreeing up-
ou a new plan without in the least consuli-
ing the Assembly, then sitting—and afier
dictating in the Council Chamber exposi-
tion, and even threateaing a dissolution, it
ia ceriainly neither dignified nor manly in
tae Government thus to feel their way by
general resolutions merely. They have
mndeed been much off their eges of late,
and if the measure be not quite addled,
there is little evideace of animation, and
no sign of a Budl prowruding thro’ the shell.

The School bul will be committed on
Tuesday.

The Mnning Committee has reported,
and recommends that the right of enry
should be secured to the mining lassee np-
on payment of the damages, to be assessed
by a jury. The majority of the House are
of the opinion that the right to minerals
should be reserved.

The Scrutiny Committees are progres-
sing slowly. The Westmorland commit-

tee have closed all the evidence of prima

facia cases, and commenced the evidenceto
prove right in the parties to vote by heir-
ship, &c. - The votes to be thus justified
are 106 given for Chapman, and 84 for Gil-
bort. Yiou way fancy Whar this will not be

«done in a week. The other committee are
hearing evidence to prove no deed, no
grant, &c., and also to justify as they go
on, and the witnesses attend. Much of the
time of the House is lost by scrutinies, and
these will cost the Province in time not less
than £2,000 or £3,000. There must be
some remedy devised, and ‘tis pretty well
understood that the opposition will intro-
duce a Bill icr Vote by Ballot—the fran-
chise, rate-payers on real property—and the
registry, the assessment list.

The committee on the Clerk of the Pleas
have reported, recommending a sum to Mr
White for winding up the old business ; re-
Jecting the bill to increase Mr Carman’s sa-
ry, on the ground that he accepted office
knowing what the salary was, and leaving
the question of necessity for a clerk to the
House ; also recommending a reduction of
the fees to such sum as will cover the sala-
ry-and office expenses. It is clear that as
the fees are paid by suitors, their work
should be done, and that no part of the
money paid by them should go 1ato the ge-
neral revenues. Such a tax was never
heard of in any country betore, and cannot
long be suffered in this. - The Committee
divided in opinion on this report; Hatha-
way and J. M. Johnson agreeing, and the
Attorney General differing, and not signing
it. 'What the House may do [ cannot say,
but no more money should be thus collect-
ed than sufficient to pay for the work, and
no more paid for the work than sufficient
1o secure an efficient performance of it.

The Committees are bringing in their
Reports slowly, and unless the Govern-
ment move with more rapidity and deci-
ston, the House will not rise before the 1st
of April. There never was a Legislature
summoned with less business ready to be
submitted, and never a Goveroment more
mysteriously embarrassed than the present.
Part of this may be owing to the misunder-
standing on the Railway question, but
much also to the want of the public ac-
counts to-lay before the Housein time, and
to their own want of confidence in each
other and in the House.

Yours, FipEs.

THURSDAY'S MAIL.

NOVA SCOTFA.

Doings in Windsor— Exlensive Burglaries.—
We understand by a party ‘who artived from
Windsor last evening, that the [pllowing stores
were buiglasiously opened and robbed on the
€VvAning previous :

Theodore Harding, Dry Good Store—~goods
and money—extent not known.

Dr. Harding, Drug Store—goods and money
—extent not known.

Prescott Allison, Dry Goods, &e.—large
quantity goods, and somn morey,

D. Geldert, Post Office—all the money let-
ters in the office were opened and rifled of
their contents.

This is an event, eertainly, in the village
history of Nova Scotia. Q! course th: villa
gers were very much astonished at this regu-
lar razzia vpon their quiet dorhain.

We also understand that a lady namyd Fish
was seized by three men on the evening be-
fore, in the street, and whilst her hands were
held behind her back by two of the party,
the other attempted to stab herin the breast
—the weapon baving been turned aside by a
stecl corslet.— Halifux Sun, Feb. 27,

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Thke Shipping of St. John for 1851.—The
number of new vessels sent home frem this
port last year for owners in the Unitec King-
dom, but not registered here, was fiurteen,
measuring 10.332 tons. In addition to this,
there was sixly new vessels registerec during
the year, the measurement of which umouni-
ed to 28,628 tons.  Of this number, 2l vesse!s,
11,398 tons, were transferred to other ports
during the year. This would make 21,730
tons of shipping exported from St. Jdn and
its district during 1851, the value of which
might be estimated at about £150,000 which
does not appear n the export retarns.

The total amount of Shipping ownet at this
port on the 3ist December last, was 518 ves-
sels, 84.810 tons, - The total amountof ship-
ping owned here on the 3tst December, 1850,
was 335 vessels, 99,490 tons. which shows a
decrease on last year, as compared with the
former year. This may be accountel for by
the inereased number of vessels goinz home
under certificate, but not included in the re-
gistry ascounts of this port. We miy also
mention that there were several large vessels
built in 1851, but not registered till 8852, in
order to have the benefit of another year in
classing. Thedistrict of the port of §t. Jphn,
as regards registry, includes Quaro, Hillsbo-
rongh, Dorchester, the Bend, and Sackville.

The following letter was received yesler-
day, by the Rev. 1. E. Bill :—

Wilmot, N. S. Feb. 20,1852.

Dear Sir.—1I am sorry to inform you, that
last night, abont one o'clock, Dr. J. Woodbu-
ry’s dwelling-house and barns, and all the
out-hounses, were burit to ashes, and rothing
hat their own lives saved. They escaped
with only their night-clothes. There were
fourteen head of cows and oxen, and two hor-
gas, two hogs, and 2 lot of sheep burnt in the
barns. They also lost between £60 and £790
in cash—saving only about £4 worth from
ong of (he west rooms. I was down to se?

them, and itisa most dismal looking place,
the bones of the cattle and two fine young
horses lying just where they stood in the
stable. Little Jessie, his daughter, got her
feet frozen ; she walked to Mr Martin’s baie-
looted. Under the circumstances they were
very fortunate to save their lives. There
was no hirted man or girl about the house at
the time. His loss is not less than £800.—
St. John Courier.

Fredericton Feb. 26—The public meeting
last evening, was rather thinly- aitended.—
Many members of both Houses were present.
Mr Botsford explained the course the Com-
pany had taken to aid Mr Archibald’s propo-
sition, which are not now considered as be-
fore the public, or competing with the govern«
ment project. Said the company had deter-
mined to remain neutral, and allow the res-
pensibility to rest an the Government.

The Resclutions passed approve entirely of
the Government scheme. Messrs. Beckwith,
Baillie, F. W. Hatheway, Hill and Barker,
were the other speakers. Mr Smith spoke
of the danger of entrusting so much péwer
to the Government, but this opinion did net
appear to meet with much approval.— Ttle-
graphto the 8t John News Room.

Elective Councils.—The new Constitution
just conferred upon the Cape of Good Hope,
by the British Government, makes the Legis-
lative Council elective. Every man having the
right to vote (the occupant of a tenement
worth £25) is eiigible as a candidate for ei-
ther branch.

The * Eastern City.”—The new Boston and
St, John steamer, expected here in April is to
be called the Fastern Cily, in compliment to
St. John.— Morning News.

St. John New Brunswicker, Feb. 28,
THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW
ON RECIPROCITY.

The Janvary number of this able Review
has reached us, and we notice in 1ts pages an
article on Commercial Intercourse between
the United States and British Ameriea; writ-
ten with great power, and with a perfect
knowledge of the subject by one who tho-
roughly understands it.

At the head of thisexcellent article, the
reviewer has placed the titles of the follow-
ing works: h

1. Newfoundland in 1842, by Sir R, I.
Bonnycastle.

2. "The Progress of America, from its dis
covery by Columbus to 1846, by John Mac-~

[ Gregor.

3. New Brunswick, by Dr, Gesner.

4. The commercial progress of the Colo-
nial dependencies of the United Kingdom du-
ring twenty years, 1827, 1848, by J. Z. Daw-
son.

5. Canada, its financial position and re-
sources, by the Hon. Francis Hincks.

6. Report on the Agricultural capabilities '

of the Provirce of New Brunswick, by Pio-
fessor Johnston.

7. Free Navigation of the St. Lawrence ;
report in the House of Representatives, by the
Hon. A. W. Buel.

8. Report on the Fisheries of the Bay of
Fundy, by M. H. Perley.

.9 Report of the Secretary of the Treasu- |

ry on the Trade and Commerce of the British
North American Colonies since 1829, prepa-
red by I. D, Andrews, U. S. Consul at St.
John, N, B.

The questions of free trade and protection
are first diseussed'by the reviewer in a calm
and dignified tone, and certain leading princi-
ples are propoesed as a basis for the discussion
which follows upon the proposal for recipro-
cal free trade between the United States and
these British Provinces. The North Ameri-
can Review is decidedly a protectionist jour.
nal, and has long been viewed as the leading
organ of the high protection party in the Uni-
ted Btates; yet with this as its guiding prin-
ciple, the Review advocates in the most sire-
nuous and able manner, the necessity for
“free trade” with these Provinees, and points
out in the most lucid and satisfactory style,
the great advantages which would be gained
by both the parties to tais f{ree commercial,
intercourse,

With relerence to {ree trade between any.
two nations, the reviewer lays it down as a
fixed rule, that it demands one of two condi-
tions.—They should either, in the first place,
be similarly circumstanced, not only as to the
capacity, but as to the actual state.of produc-
tive industiy; or, in the second place, they
should be in such proximity to each other,
that the mutual interchange of commoditics
shoeld involve no waste of labour or capital

After applying these views to the free trade
existing between the various States of the
Union, each of which had the right, prior 1o
their confederation. of makirg and enforcing
its own commercial regulations, the ieviewer
says:

*“The community of interests and pursuits
between our Northern States and the Provin-
ces is so entire, as scarcely to admit a line of
demarcation. The agricultural products of
the Provinces are identical with eur own..
Canada furnishes wheat soils only less fertile
than the newly reclaimed territory of ony
Western States. The lumber trade in its va.
rious branches identifies Maine with her
British neighbouis, and imprints the same
intensely defined individuality of characier
on each side of the fiontier, The fisheries
not only afferd employment for a Jarge
amount of industry and enterprise, both in
the Provinces and in the Northern States, but
the preferred fishing grounds are, jn part,
the same for American and English citizens.”

The reviewer insists that there are sirong
bonds of political sympathy between the Co-
lonists and the people of the Uwited States;

that the Colomists have the same Anglo-Sax-
on love of freedom and impatience of foreign
control ; and that they frequently look 1o the
United States for examples in practical legia-
lation and adwministration. He urges that
there are great facilities for trade between two
countries which lie open to each other, not
alone through the ports of a rock bound sea
coast, but at numberless lake and river land-
ings. 1l the trade is not rendered free, it will
still be prosecuted, as now, in & ‘contraband
marner ; and this contraband trade multiplies
its subterfuges faster than they ean be ferreted
out and suppressed, thus deranging the course,
and putting at hazard, the profits of legiti-
mate business. The Reviewer then says:

“ While these considerations have great
weight in favor of reciprocity, there is no
) branch of industry in the United States which
needs protection against the British Provinces.
Were .importation thence entirely free, it
would consist, almost solely, either of such
commodities a3 are furnished from ounr own
resources in a rapidly decreasing quantity, or
of such as, on account of the large propoition
of their freight to their value, will not bear a
distant traneportation. The products of the
forest in this country are fast dwindling 1o
the standard ot a merely local consumption;,
and our general maikets will soon be depen-
dent on those vast northern regions, where
the axe may be plied for a centary to come
without overtaking the reproductive energies
of nature, and where, for reasons inherent in
the climate, the encroachments of population
upon the countless leagues of forest muest al-
. ways be elow. The sterility of the soil in
. the insular and peninsular portions of the
' Provinces, must ever render the fisheries an
| essential article of their industry.
| On theother hand the steady progress of

the emaller manufnctures and’ the growing
| peeds of our merchant service, have, for the
Jast thirty years, heen constantly diverting
New England capital from the fisheries, and
rendering it more and more difficult to fur-
nish crews for the vessels that still remainin
that business, And when we consider how
much grenter are the exposures and privations
incurred in the Bay of Fundy, and on the
Banks of Newfoundland, by our fishermen,
than by these whose homes are almost within
bhailing distance of the fishing grounds—for
how small a portion of the year our vesssels
can be engaged in that service, and to how
unsettled habits of life their crews are liable
during the residue of their time—it could
hardly be a subject of regret, if, in this de-
partment, the compelition of the Provinces
in our markets should be as successful as
they could desire,

“ Bituminous coal is found in the United
States, east of the Alleghanies, in guantities
too small to bear any appreciable relation to
the demand ; while the transportation from
the Great Western basin is too cestly, and
the demand within that basin too large and
too rapidly increasing, to render that a source
| of supply for the Atlantic States, Under

whatever restrietions, we must depend on the
inexhaustible mines of Nova Scotia ; and the
| free importation from them would essentially
, diminish the costhoth of substance and of ma-
nufacture. The Nova Scotia coal is especi-
ally fitted for use in puddling furnaces: and
| its free introduction would therefore tend in
one department to revive the depressed condi-
tion of the iron interest. Gypswm ia another
commodity which distant transportation reg-
{ ders too costly for use.  Yel il is, {or mnch of
j the soil of New England, the most efficient
 of all fertalizing agents; while it must be pro-
cured ehiefly from the Provinces,—Its (1ee in-
troduetion, then, can be only a source of gain
end a stimulus to agricultural enterprise, with-
out establishinga competition that can be in-
Jjuriously telt in any quarter.”

Our.space will not permit us to give further
extracts from this most interresting artiele;
out we recommend it to general perusal, as
involving matlers of absorbing interest 1o eve-
¥y British Colonist, which are discussed by
aman of enlarged views and liberal mind, in
a spirit worthy of a philanthrepist and a
Statesman,

BEGISLATIVE INTELLIGENCE.
Hosuse oF AssemBLy, February 23,

The Honorable Mr Gray moved for leave
to bring in a PBill to regulate the Elective
Fianchise, and to provide for the more gpee-
dy trial of controverted: Elections. Read
a first time.

On motion of Mr Needbam, Ordered, That
the House do, on Satorday next, the 28tk
day of February instant, go into committee
of the whole or a Bill to alter and amend an
act relating to the election fof representatives
{ to serve in the General Assembly of this
| Province.

On like motion of Mr Needham, Ordered
That the House do on Mosday the 1st of:
March next, go into Commiitee of the whole
ona Bill to abolish imprisonment tor debt in
certain cases, and in lieu thereof to authorise
the attachment of property on mesne process,
and directing the issuing, extending and sue-
ing out Execution in this Province.

The FHouse wentinto committee of Supplr
Resolved, ‘That there be granted to Charles
M. LaBellois, surgeon, the sum of £40, bee
ing in full for his services in atlending the
aflicted in the Tracadie hospital for twe
months during the past year.

To His Excellency the Lientepant Gover-
nor, the sum of £250 to be applied in relie-
ving sick and distressed Indinus in this Pro-
vince, and for piocuring seed grain and pota-
toes.

To Johnson and Mackie of Mirimichi, the

sum of 13s. and 7d. to refund Duties twice
paid on a hogshead of earthenwate,



