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ADDRESS

OF JUDGE WILMOT, AT THE RECENT PRO-
¥INCIAL EXHIBITION HELD AT FREDE-
RICTON.

The large Hall of the new market House
was densely crowded on Thursday evening,
with a highly respectable and attentive
audience of ladies and gentlemen from eve-
ry section of the Province. We rejoiced
to observe. in addition to very many of the
political and professional notabilities of the

not an agricultural country ; who refuse to |
believe - in its agricultural capabilities,
and who will not believe me even when I
produce statistics which are here before
me, and to which I invite examination, and
challenge contradiction, to establish that
the value of agricultural Jabor in the year
1851, in this province, equalled the enor-
meus sum of £1,672.000, which at six per
centis the interest of 28,000,000. Yet as-

tonishing and demonstrative as these facts

: {
city and province, a very large representa- |

tion of the agicultural and manufacturing
classes present oa this mteresting ozcasion.

At the request of Judge Wilmot, Mr S.
K. Foster ot -St. John sang with great ef-
fect « the Exhibition Song,” to the spirited
and behutitul music composed by himself,
and accompavied by Mr. T. Gardioer, Pro-
fessor of music St. John, on the piano forte,
manufactured and exhibited by Mr Rich-
ards of Fredericton. The song was receiv-
ed with all the cordiality of repeated cheers,
and at its conclusion Judge Wilmot ad-
dressed his audience as follows :

Lydies and Gentlemen—

I fear the transition from musie and song,

to the plain prose which I am 1o furnish ns
my portion this evening, will seen to you
abrupt and unsati X'uc:ury. You must ex-
pect no formal lecture from me: I never
lectured 1o all my life, and eannot now at-
tempt 1t, for two s}:"ii lent reasons : firsy, I
cannot write, and if [ could, because next,
I cannot read ; and indeed who could read
and give his eyes to paper, when they may
enjoy the privil ge of resting upon the more
attractive faces of such an audience as I
have now before me.  You
tent then to receive fr
speech on the su
country.
* Now to understand how our good coun-
try is—how fortunate its present posiiion,
I must invite you toa retrospect, not to
to the ancient trials and adversities of 83
but the later difficulties which have been
surrounted within the last ten years,

In the lapse of ten short years, our trade
has been prosirated by the operaiion of a

must hbe con=
m. me an humble

t of o owa good

great commercial pe hich for a time
so seriously affected the value of our sta-

ple exports, reduced the demand for labor
within the proviace, weizhed down the

hearts of our merchants,

wralysed the en-

s of our agriculturists, filled our courts

ers
and prisons, and compelled us to seek re-
fuge in a syste E gen r.xi,{nut to say al-
most universal banlkruptey. Our merchan

and manufacturers were driven to the fo-
rests—the lahorer in vain for
ployment—n \ rt
many a strong arm huog d
make the darkness more profor

tatoes were blizhted and the protee
"

eme-

fainted,

town an
after all,

throuzh

entitled 19 the foremost
3 A > 10 f:tf en 4"‘} ments
in New Benosw Ancient and modern
writers have a wledged it first in cha-
racter and value ; in every age it has been
regarded as an honorable employment by
the best and wisest of our race,

place ¢

« In ancient times the sacred plough em-
ployed :

The Kings and awful fathers of mankind ;

And some, with whom compared your in-
gect tribes

Are but the beings of a summer’s day,

Have held the scales'of empire, ruled the
storm

ty war ; then with unwearied hand,

ing little delicacies seized

ndependent lived.

I'he plough, and greatly
oh !

» penerous Britons venerate the plo

<
And o’er your hills and long withdrawing
vales

Let autumn spread his treasures to the Sun
vxuriant and ook

adod !
undaea.

se¢ who te

{at home.

|

| since ¢

resoureces.

are there will still be unbelievers, men who
willl shut their eyes against the great ar- |

i ray of wimesses gathered together in the
{ Hall of the Exhibition, and showing a col- |

lection of agricultural producticns which |
cannot be surpassed in any section of the |
world.

And is it any marvel that the world is
ignorant of the resources of our couuntry,
when there are so many who are ignorant
One good result of the New
ck Society will be to make us know |
aud appreciate ourselves, and 10 make us |
known abroad. And it it high nme this
ignorance of our character and the charac-
ter of our coun Not long

friends 1n Brit.in, and when the
ect of his colonial connection was re-
i to, it was with great regret that « he

had not waited til! his return, so that he

could marry a white woman.”* As another
illustration of this ignorance, I may men-
ion that an Englist tieman who fan- |
cied linmselt by 1 ans deficient in intel-
nce, asked a provineial ‘who happened
to be in Eng r far 1t from |
Again, 2 more |

) V Wwias
Halifax to Nova Seotia 272

painful, a more humiliating evidence of
s prevailin
the Bo

o igznorance is to'be found in
phy, pu! d by the |
3¢ in the year
ed that the
wick are the

k of Ge
Nagional Society
1849, m-which it is ¢
Ini rivers of N
Jjohn, the Shubenaeadie and the Anna- |
polis 3 and that the chief employment of

the people is in rolling logs down the bank |
through the winter, and taking them 16
Halifax in the spring.  Out upon such ig- |

o

g

norance and 1pisre entaiton,  Why we
1

res

I
have lakes three hundred miles ia the in-

terior ich would swallow three Nova

Scotia rivers.

Bat the w

t is we disparace our own
Wedid so at the World’s Ex-
(! fl':'r“, ‘.‘,‘hun .\“..’ Bi‘li n.'.‘,'iuk was repre-
wuted by a lump of Asphalium,

i
Indiao, and a bark canoe. Th

e {ioure

his dis-

1ent 13 as anjust as it is unpatriotic,

{ may salety ? New Br wick
: ate in » Union for weight
wheat —bush r bushel—and some of

sed to learm that with all

) "l th  graih growing

produce 15 busl )
States, while

ve have

been, are

at while they ¢ bui
pota I hea I, we
ire ready to enter the
it comperition, and
e poth time and

t them easily in rai

po ( wad oats

1 in quality and quanti-
free admission for vineial

runswick 18 not an agri-
y ere isone to be found ?
Some samples of our Gloucester wheat
were sent a few years since to Britain, and
so surprised the corn traders by their weight,
that a sheaf had to be forwarded to ¢ atsty
them that the grain had not been picked.
"Prue 1t is that our farmers have their difli-
culties, andiother farmers in other countries
hav ach o every emplay
ment and to every
jure wheat elsewhere as of ten as in New
] t, and the blizht has destroy
other lywu;‘»!!?.j wh s well as ours, he
immense importanceof a Y:Zf:nf"um! success
1o national prosperity it in England,
by the anxiety with which every inc i
of ftair or unfavourable weather is noticed,
not only by the agriculturist but by the mer-
chant and statesman.  One week of bad or

{ good weather at a eritical season

e thers j'lhey a

for the

. "
c vill affect the marieis of the world

; pecessily for emigration.

| hess,

y ; fliés and rust in- |

!

There iz no ground for discouragement or
dissatisfaction with our country ; thereis no
New Brunswick
possesses a wealth in her potato fields supe-

| rior to the gold fields of Australia, and cur

winters are infinitely better than their
drought. Much has been said about and
against our winters—much that is exaggera-
ted and untrue. Why, cold as they are,
they are healthy ; they feriilise our soil ;
make us good aud easy roads and Lridges,
and do us much good service, Who that
knows New Bruuswick would have a New
Brunswick without snow ?

But some have called our farmers lazy,
and even Professer Johnson, who did some-
thing for us, for which he was well paid,
has leat the autbority of his sanction to this
charge, and ungallantly extended it toour
farmers’ wives. . [t may be that the Pro-
fessor, on some occasion when he rose with
the birds 1o take one of his bird’s eye
views, managed to get up before bis host,
and then charge the whole class with lazi-
Butif our farmers and their wives
are really lazy, bow did they manage in
one short season, to harvest 2 1-2 millions
of bushels of grain, 3 mullions roots and po-
tatoes, and 2:25,000 tons of hay ? and with
lazy wives how' did they make 3,000,000
Ibs butter, and 1,000,000 lbs cheese ?—
There are drones in all pursuits—lazy
everyihings ; there are some lazy non-pro-
ducers—almost so lazy as to be non-consu-
mers ; and it may be we have some lazy
farmers who would like to find a wheat
that would sow itself, do 1ts own reaping,
and then walk into the barpn. But as a class,
our farmers will compare favorably in in-
telligence and industry with any other
class,

Perfectability is not yet attained in any
profession . Lawyers have nol attained per-
tection in the law, for its  glorious uneer-
talaties remain as uncertain as ever ; and
the doctors are still improvable, for we
havea new and beuter kind of sarsaparilla
every few weeks, P

Our farmers are improving and they will
improv> ; they will cultivate a smaller sur-
face of land and work it better and more
advantageously ; they are advancing with
the inwelligence and improved facilities of
the age.  We hail their improvement and
prospetity with satisfaction, because it is
wdentical with the improvement and prospe-
rity of our country. Agriculture feeds us,
aud infact clothes us; it is the central
pillar vhich is the ehief sapport of all pro-
vincialente se and suceess.

Wi we turn from agni
nulactirers we find that bu
value 5 ex

lture to ma-
1e fifth of the
pended in manufacturing labor
to agriculiure, or in figures a
351, 'I'he gross value of pro-
2, manufactures,

aud fiheries in the year 1851, amounts 10
£2,69,920, equivalent at six per cent to a
capi of £44,000,000

¥

k Society, whose
| organ I have the honour
as made the improvement

wufactures an ohject only
yaramount interest of agri-
wcon that
perity are to be
tertile fields, 2dly in busy
¢hops, and in the third essential, to
whicl I shall presently allude, the Society
have ipared no effort or encouragement 1o
raw out the

nran

v

sirg
cultve,  Believing with Lord 1
the esentials of national pr

found 1st in

w

d ingenuity of our home me-
chauts, and seduce it into new and valu-
able hannels.  And nobly have the manu-
factuers of New Brunswick answered these
exerwns : their industcy and ingenuity are
attesed on the tables and shelves of the ex-
hibitn, which demonstrate to every fair
and iitelligent observer, that there is nothing
deficent in the skill ofour meehanics. But
theyare exposed to a severe and prejudicial
comgiition with those who sopply the
marlets of the world—receive the orders of
millbns and enjoy all the vast facilities of
maciinery. What we want is neither in-
dusty nor skill : we want increased demand
and arger markets for the products of our
meclanical labor. Many of the articles
exbiiied by our mechanics would have
been received with favor at the World’s
Shor. But I will not, as I ought not, ai-
tenut te discriminate at this time,

Iord Bacon’s third essential is, < easy
mens of conveying men and commodities

another.” And

H

t school, and only

must remind our friends from a distance, th
honorable and satistactory as the prese
exhibition is on all hands acknowledged
ke, it is by ro means a just illustration of «
the capabilities of New Brunswick : for i
we enjoyed the rapid and cheap modes
inter-communication familiar to our Wes
ern visiters this show would by vastly larg
er, more varied, and more creditable.
in this very matter thereis land ahead : 1
glorious vision of the Portland Conventic
1s about to reccive its realization ; the pat
way of the world is to pass through ¢
country : men and commeodities are to ha
asy way agsigned them ; the day of ra,
ways, of rapid progress and development,
opening before us.  Is it objected that
these remarks I am venturing too near ti
party grounds of politics, which as a judg
it is my duty to avoid ? If so, [ answer
is a sort of politics which touches the we
fare of my country, from which I will nev.
he deterred. I would, indeed I might enac
the Judge to-night, in this question of Rai
ways. I am sure the intelligence and y
rotism of such'a jury as iz now before
would never cavil or hesitate with the dor
trine of my charge, and that by ccmmo
consent we should find in favor of a Rai.
way. (chee

We have scrue old fashicned folks among
us who have kept themselves out of reac
of the light of the age, and don’t know tl
good of railways. Pity they would’nt g
elsewhere and see, and save themselv:
from the contempt which belongs to an ir
norance alike unfortunate and irratienal.
Why, I venture to prophesy that the vern
day which witnesses the compleiion of th
railway contcact, will see the real estate i
the Province increase 1n value at Jeast fift
per cent. ; yet there are those who hay
oppesed and will oppose all railroads the
do not pass beside their doorways. Son
of these people would remove the St. Job
River elsewhere, if they had their way
and many of them certainly, if they ha
been consulted, would have opposed it
running where it does.

Now in the development of railway e -
terprises, engineers will be required ; wher
are they tobe found ? The schoals of the
Province do not supply them ; and eve:
these as defective as they are, are no: a
teuded as tl hould be. It is a lament
ble a d« ling fact, that there are 34,00
children between the ages of six and six
teen in New Brunswick, who attend 1
18,000 who do. It is u
pardonable that any child should grow u;

10 our country without the benefits of ¢

[least a common school educatiou. It is
the right of the ehild : it is the duty not

|

here [

{only of tl

» parent, but of the people,
see that he isnot deprived of that rght.-
The prope rty of the country should edu-
C he country. All are
the diffusion of that intelligence which con
serves the peace aud promotes the we
ing of society. The rich man is interest
in propertion to his r!('.!‘u"»‘, and should e«
tribute most to the maintainanece of schoo!
Though God has given meno child to edu
eate. [ feel concerned for the edueation o
those who do post them, | feel concern-
ed for the education of those who do pusses
them. I fedl concerned in what so.int
mately touehes the best interests of ou
common country. I want to have the tax
collector for schools calling at my door. [
want the children df the poor in our rewote
and back sertlements to receive the advan-
tages now almost eenfined to their more
fortunate brethren and sisters of the towns.
[ know full well that God has practiced no
partiallity in the distribution of that no-
blest gift of intellect—I know that in ma-
ny a retired hamlet of our Province, amid
many a scene of poverty and trial, there
may be found young miods ardent and
eager and worthy of cultivation, as the
pampered children of our cities. [t is
greatly wnportant to the advancement of
the country, that these should be instrue-
ted.
¢ What constitutes a state ?
Not high raised battlement and labored
mound ;
Thick wall and massive gate—
Not cities proud, with spire and turret
crowned :
Not bays and broad armed ports—
But men ! high-minded meu ;

T hese cons teg Sinta 1?

ate t nterested 1
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