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TALES OF THE COAST GUARD.

ALLY SOMERS.

Wurx 1 joined the Scorpion sloop of war
then (1810) on the West India station, thers
were a father and son amongst the crew whose
names, as borne on the ship’s books, were
John Somers 4nd John Alice Somers. The
eddity in this country of giving a boy a female
baptismal name had been no doubt jestingly
remarked upon by those who were aware of
it, but with the sailors.the lad passed as Ally
Somers. The [ather was approaching fifty,
the son could not have been more than seven-
teen yvears of age. The elder Somers who
had attained to the rating of a boatswain, was
a stern, hard, silent man, with a look as celd
and clear as polished steel, and a cast-iron
mouth, indicative of inflexible, indcmitable
firmness of will snd resolution. The son, on
the contrarv, though somewhat resembling
his father in outline of feature, had a mild, at-
tractive, almost feminine aspect, and a slight
graceful frame. [ was not long in discover-
ing that, obdurate and self engrossed as the
man appeared, the boy was really the idol
image in which his affections and- his hopes
were centred. His eye constantly followed
the motions of the lad, and it appeared to be
his wuceasing aim and study to lighten the
duties he had to perform, and to shield him
from the rough usage to which youngsters in
his position were generally subjected by the
motley crews of those days. One day a
strong instance in proof of this master feeling
occurred. Ally Somers some time previous-
ly, when on shore with a party despatched to
obtain a supply of water, had, during the
temporary absence of the officer in command,
been rather severely rope'’s ended by one of
the seamen for some trifling misconduct, and
a few slight marks were left on the lad’s back.
The rage of the father, when informed of the
circumstance, was extreme, and it was with
difficulty that he was restrained from inflict-
ing instant chastisement on the offender. An
opportunity for partially wreaking his hoard-
ed vengeance occurred about six weeks af-
terwards, and it was eagerly embrared. The
sailor who had ill-used young Somers was
sentenced to receive two dozen lashes for
drunkenness and insubordination. He was
ordered to strip, placed at the gratings, and
the punishment began. Somers the boat-
swain, iron or sour-tempered as he might be,
was by no means harsh nor cruel in his of-
fice,and his assistants, upon whom the re-
voliing office of flogging usuvally devolved, in-
fluenced by him, were about the gentlest-
handed boatswain's mates [ ever saw prac-
tise, On this occasion he was in another
and vary differeat mood. Two blows only
had Yeen strick when Somers, with an angry
rebuke to the mate for not doing duty, snatch-
ed the cat from his hand, and himself lashed
1he culprit with a [erocity so terribly effec.
tive, that Captain Boyle. a merciful and just
officer, instantly remitted half the nnmber of
Jashes, and the man was rescued from the
unsparing hands of the vindictive boatewain.

Otherinstances of the intensity of affection
glowing within the stern man’s breast for his
comparatively weak and delicate boy mani-
feited themselves. Once in action, when the
Jad, daring a tumaltuous and murderous
struggle, in beating off a determined attempt
to carry the sloop by boarding, chanced to
stumble on the slippery deck. he was overta-
ken before he conld recover himseif, and in
volved in the fierce assault which at the
forecastle was momently successful, I was
myse!l hotly engaged in another part of the
fight ; but attention being suddenly cailed to
the forepart of the ship by the enemy's (i
umphant shouts, I glanced round just in time
to see the boatswain leap, with the yell and
bound of a tiger, into the melee, and strike
nght and left with such tremenduons feroci-
ty and poweras instantly to check the ad.
vancing rush. Our men promptly rallied, and
the deck was in a few minutes cleared of
every living foe that had recently profaned it.
Ally Somers, who had received a rather se-
vere flesh wound, and fainted from lqss of
blood, was instantly canght up by his father,
and carried with headlong impatience helow.
When the surgeon, after a brief look at the

hart, said: ¢ There is no harm Jone, S_omers,' i
the high strung nerves of the boatswain gave |

way, and he fell back upon a locker tempor-
arily prostrate and insensible from sudden re-
vulsion of feeling. Several times I was an
unintentional auditor of scraps of conversa-
tion between the two whilst the lad was on
the sick list, from which 1 gathered that Ally
was the sole issne of a marriage which had
Teft bitter memories in the mind of the father;
but whether arising from the early death ef
his wife. or other causes, [ did not ascertain.
Some:s was, it appeared, & native of the west
of England, and it was quite evident had re-
ceived a much hetter education than usually
falls to individuals of his class.

At the close of the war Somers and bis
son were, with thousands of ethers, turned
advift from the roval service. Some months
aftermy appointment to the command of the
revetue cutter, [chanced to meet th_e father
in the village of Talton, about four miles out
#{ Southampton, on the New Forest Road.
He had I found re-entered the navy, but
chancing o receive a hart by the falling of: a
heavy block on his right knee, had been in-
valided with a small pensios, upoa which he

was now living at abont a hundred yards from

the spot we had accidentally met, Ally, he
informed me, x\'as("*h: skipper of a small eraft
trading between, rnsey and Southampton.
There was little change in the appearance of
the man except that the crippled condition of
his leg appeared to have had an effect the re-
verse of softening upon his stern and rugged
aspect and temper. - When paid off,be was, 1
knew, entitled to a considerable sum in prize
money, the greater part of which he told me
he had recently received,

About a conple of months after this meet-
ing with the father I fell in with the son, I
was strolling at about eleven n the forenoon
along the front of the Southampton custem-
house, when my eye lell upon a young man,
in a seaman's dress, busily engaged with three
others in loading a cart with bundles of laths
which had been landed shortly before from a
small vessel alongside the quay. It was Ally
Somers sure enough ; and so much improved
in looks since I last saw him, that but for a
certain air of fragility—inherited prebably
from his mother—he might have been pro-
nonnced a handsome fine young lellow. The
laths, upwards of two hundred bundles, which
he was busily assisting to cart, he had bronght
from Guernsey, and were a very common
importation from that Island ; Guernsey pos-
sessing the right of sending its own produce
customs free to England, a slight duty, only
tantamount to what the foreign timber of
which the laths were made wouid have been
liable to, was levied upon them, and this was
ascertained by the proper officer simply mea-
suring the length and girth of the bundles.—
This had been done, aud the laths marked as
¢ passed.” Itstruck me that the manner ot
Ally Somers was greatly flurried and
excited, and when he saw me approach.
ing, evidently with an intention to ac-
cost him, this agitation perceptibly increased.
He turned deadly pale, and absolutely trem-
bled with ill-concealed appreaension. He
was somewhat reassured by my frank saluta.
tion ; and aftera few common place inqui-
riss [ walked away, evidently to his great re-
lief, and he with his sailors continued their
eager wok of loading tne cart. I conld not
help suspecting shat comething was wrong,
thouzh I conld not make wp my mind to veri-
fy the surmise his pertutbed and hnrried
manner excited. Once in_a skirmish on
shore his father, the boatswain, had saved my
life by sending 2 timely bullet through the
head of a huze negro who held me for the
moment at his mercy, Besides 1 might be
wrong after all, and 1 had no right to presume
that the officer who had passed the laths had
not made a sufficient examination of them —
The flurry of the young man might arise from
physical weakness and the severe labor he
was performing in such hot weather. These
reasons, or more truly these excuses for doing
nothing, wera passing through my brain,
when I observed the hasty approach ef the
collector of customs himself towards the cart,
followed by several of his subordigates.—
Young Somers saw him as quickly as I did,
and the voung man’s first impulse, it was
quite plain, was flight. A thought ne doubt
of the hopelessness of such an attempt arrest-

ed his steps,and he stood quaking wich ter-w

i ror by theside of the cart, his right hand
' grasping for support at one of the wheel.

spokes. : .
* One of you lend me a knife,’ said the col-

i lector, addressing the officers of customs,

a
i
L

A knife was quickly opered and handed to
him; he severed the stronz coids which
bound one of the bundles of laths together,
and they flew assunder, disclosing a long tin
tube of considerable diameter, closely ram-
med with tobacco. All the other bundles
contained a similar deposit ; and so large was
the quantity of the heavily taxed weed thus
unexpectedly made lawful prize of, that a
profit [ was assured, of not less than £500 or
£608 would have been made by the anda-
cious smuggler had he succeeded in hig bold
and ingeniousattempt. The ends of the bun-
dles had been filled up with short pieces of
lath, so that, excep! by the process now
adopted, it was impossible to detect that the
cargd was not bona fide what it had been de-
clared to be. The penalties to which So-
mers had rendered himself liable were im-
mense, the vessel also was forfeited, and the
young man's liberty at the merey of the
crown, He looked the very picture of des-
pair, and I felt assured that ruin, utter and
complete had fallen upon him.

He was led off in custody, and had gone
some dozen paces when he stopped shortly,
appeared to make some request to the officers
by whom he was escorted, and then turning
reund, intimated hy a supplicatory gestare
that he wished to speak to me. I diew near,
and at my request the officers [ell back out of
hearing. He was so utterly prostrated by the
calamity by which he had been so suddenly
overtaken, that he conld not for several mo-
ments speak intellizibly. [ felta good deal
concerned for so mere a boy, and one too so
entirely unfitted by temperament and nerve
to carry through such desperate enterprises,
or tobear up against their failara.

¢ This is a bad business,’ T said ; ‘ but the
venture has not, [ trust, been made with your
own or your father’s money ¥

¢ Every penny of it/ he replied in a dry,
fainting voice, ‘ was onr own. Father lent
me all his prize money, and we are both mis-
erable beggars.

¢ What in the name of goodness could in-
duce you to venture your all upon a single
throw in so hazardous a game ?’

¢« I will tell you," he went on hurriedly to
say in the same feeble and trembling tone :
¢ Tam not fitted for a sea-life—not strong, not
hardy enough. 1longed for a quiet peacetul
home ashore, A hope of one offered itgelf.

I made the acquaintance of Richard Sylves-
ter, a miller near Kaling. He is a good man,
but griping as faras money is concerned. I
formed an attachment for ms ellest daughter
Maria; and he consented to our union, and to
taking me asa partner in his business, if I
could pay down five humlrfd pounds. | was
too eager to wait long; besides [ thought that
perhaps Bui it boots net to speak of that
now ; I set more than life upon this cast ; [
have lost, and am now bankrupt of jesource
or hope. Will you break this news to my
father'—~— His remaining firmness gave
way as the thought he would have nttered
struggled to his lips, and the meck hearted
young man burst iato tears, and wept piteous-
ly like a gir!. A number of persons weie col-
lecting round us, and I gently urged him to
walk on te the customhouse. A few mi-
nutes afterwards T left him there, with a
promise to comply with his 1equest without
delay.

1 found John Somers at home, and had
scarcely uttered twenty words when he jump-
ed at once to the trne conclusion.

¢ Out with it, sir, exclaimed the steel.nerv-
ed man, ‘' But you need not; I see it all.—
Ally bas failed—the tobacco has been seized
—and he is in prison.’

Spite of himsel! his breath came thick and
short, and he presently added with a fierce
burst, whilst a glance of fire leaped from his
eyes; * he has beeo betrayed, and I think I
kpow by whom.'

* Yoursuspicion that he has been informed
against 1s very likely correct, but you will, I
think, have some difficulty in ascertaining by
whom. The customhouse authorities are
careful not to allow the names of their in-.
formants to leak through their office doors.’

¢ I would find him were he hidden in the
centie of the earth,’ rejoined the ex boat-
swain with another vengetul outcry,
which startlel one like an explosion.—
* But, added the strong and fierce willed
man after a few moment’s silence, ‘it’'s vee-
less prating of the matter like a wench, We
must part company at once. 1 thank you sir,
and will tell Aily yon have called.’ I men-
tioned the other request made by his son.—
*That is a rotten plank to hold by, he said.—
¢ Ally’s chance is over there. and it would be
mere waste of time to call on the old man ;
his resolution is hard and unyielding as his
own millstones. Maria Sylvester is gone
with the five hundred ponads her father bar-
gained for ; and the gul’s tears, il she shed
any will soon be dey. I warned Ally of the
peril of steering his course in life by the de-
ceptive light of woman's capricious smiles
and vanities; but he, poor, flaxile, gentle
minded boy, heeded me not. I may not lon-
ger delay ; and will be anxious to see me.—
Good-day, sir.) '

The consequence which I chiefly feared
came %o pass. even more epeedily than I ap-
prebended. 1t being impossible to liquidate
the penalties incurred, Ally Somers was im-
ptisoned as a crown debtor ; and at that pe-
1iod, whatever may be the case now, revenue
penalties could not be got rid of by insolvent
court schedules. The prospect of an indefi-
nite term of imprisonment, with other causes
of grief and depression, broke down the al-
ways fragile health of the prisoner, and he
died, ere yet his youth was well begun, alter
about six manths’ confinement only.

The tidings were brought me by the old
man himsell. T was seated in the cabin of
the Rose cutter when it was announced that
John Somers was alongside in a boat and
wished to see me. I directed that he shounld
be allowed to come aboard, and presently the
old man, with despair visible in every line of
his countenance, in every glance ol his rest-
less, laming eyes, entered the cabin.

‘ Tam come to tell you, sir, that Ally is
dead.’

‘I was somewhat prepared for this bad
news, Mr Semers’ I answered. *It's hard
upon you, but it ghould be bravely borne
with.!

He laughed strangely. * To be sure, to he
sure,) he said, ‘ thatis wise counsel—very
wise ; but that which T want now more than
wise counsel is more than ten pounds—ten
pounds which Tshall never be able to repay.’

¢ Ten pounds.’
¢ ¢ Yes: you may remember that T once sa-
ved your life. If that picce of service was
worth the sum I have mentioned, you can
now discharge the obligation. T have parted
with everything, and Ally’s last prayer was
to be buried beside his—— Beside a grave,
an early and untimely one, like his own, ma-.
ny miles away.'

‘ Tunderstand ; it is a natural and pious
wish, and you shall have the money’

¢ Thank you. The funeral aver, [ have but
one more thing to do in life, and that is to
assist you in securing Cocquerel whilst run-
ning one of his most valuable cargoes.

¢ Cocquerel, the Guernseyman you mean ?r

¢ Ay, so he calls himself; but 1 fancy he at
one time hailed from another port. He is
the man who sold Ally’s secret to the reve-
nue officers.

¢ Are you sure

* As death! He was Ally’s only confidant,
and Ally’s father is now in Cocquerel's con-
fidence. It is but natural, added Somers, and
a_bitter, deadly sneer curled bis ashy lip—
* it is but natural, you know, that T should be
eager to assist in pillaging a government
which caged my son. and held him under its
iron bars till life had fled. Cocquerel under-
stands this, and trosts me fully; but that
which he does not understand, know, or sus.
pect,’ continued the fierce old man, sinking
his voice to a whisper, and leaning forward
with his face close to mine, ‘is that John
Somers has found out who it was that sold his
boy's life! Did he kaow that, and know me

too, there would be sounder sleepers than he
io these dark nixhts,’
* What de yon mean ¥’
¢ Nothing more, of course,’ he replied ina
i more checked and guarded tone, * than to re-
tort the trick he played Ally something after
his own fashion.

¢ That is fair revenge enongh, and I'll not
balk you. Now. then, tor your plan.’

Varions details were discussed, and it fwas
settled that on that day week Somers was
again to communicale with me. He then
took leave,

At the appointed time Somers returned,
! and appeared to be 1 high but flighty spirits.
{ Everything was, he said, arranged, and sue-
i cess all but certain. His scheme was then
{ canvassed and finally agreed upon, and he
f; again left the vessel.
|
}

The arrangement for the surprise and cap-
ture of Cockquerel was this:—That notori-
cus smuggler intended running a large car-
go on the coast of Dorsetshire, on the north
of Portland, ata place where the cliffs are
high, precipitous and abropt, and that time
very inefficiently watched by the shore foree.
Near the spot selected is or was a kind of
cavern wore by the action of the sea in the
chaiky stratim, which at neap tides was par.
tially dry, and the timo of onr enterprise
would effectually conceal a boat frem the ob-
servation cf any one who did not actually
peer in directly at its mouth, Cocquerel
waus to leave Guernsey the next day ina large
boat, with two lug sails, but chiefly depend.
ing for speed upon its sweeps. It was calena
lated that he wenld reach his destination
about midnight. Somers had nndertaken the
duty of shore-signalman, and if danger were
apprehended, was to warn the smugglers
that hawks were abroa:l by burning a blue
light. The manner of running the cargo was
to be this :—

Somers was provided with a windlass and

sufficient length of rope, with a kind of rope-
clmdle at the end of it, in which a man conld
8it, or a conple of kegs be slung, to reach
the boat. The windless he was to secura
fumly at the edge of the cliff, and two or
three of men having been drawn up, other
windlasces were 1o be fixed, by means of
which it wak calculated that in about half an
hour the entire cargo wounld he safely carried
off by the carts which Somers had vndertsken
to have ready on the spot. The signal for
on¢ appearance on the scene of action, the
old man persisted, should be that agreed upon
for the warning of the smugglers—the sud-
den ignition of a blue ligkt. This did not
seem the cleverest possible mode ot proce-
dure; but as the cavern in which we were 1o
conceal onrselves was but a few yards north-
ward of the spot marked ont for tha landing,
and Somers promisea he would only give the
signal when the smugglers were in full werk,
1 hm.l little fear that, if other accidents did not
capsize our scheme, they would be able to
escape us.
. Thenext atternoon the larzest boat belong™
ing to the Rose was fully manned ; and leav-
Ing the cutrer quietly at'anchor in the South-
ampton river just above Calshot, we pulled
with the tide—for there was but a light air,
and that favorable for the smugglers, not for
us—1o our hiding place, which we reached
about eight o'clock in the evening.

The hours erept very slowly and dismally
away, amidst the datkness and hoarse echoes
and moanings of the cavern, into which the
seaand wind, which were gradually rising,
dushed and howled with much and increasing
violence. QOccasional peeps at my watch, by
the light of a lantern carefully shaded seaward
warned us ten, eleven, twelve, one o'clock had
passed, without bringing the fricnds we so
anxiously expected, and fears of ultimate dis-
appointment were chilling us far more than
the cold night breeze. when a man in the
bow of the boat said in a whispsr that he
counld hear the dash of oars. We all instant.
ly listened with eager attention ; but it was
not until we hal brought the boat to the en-
trance of the opening that the man’s assertion
was veritied. There it was clear enough ;
and the near approach ot a large boat, with
the regular jerk of the oars or sweeps, was dis-
tinctly audible. The loud, elear hail of their
shore signalman, answered by the * All right'
of the smugglers, left no doubt that the ex-
pected prey was within our grasp ; and [
had a msind to pounce upon them at once, bt
was withheld by a promise which T had
been oblized several times to repeat. that I
would not under any circumstances do so
till the signal flame sent its light over the
waters.

As soon as the noise and bustle of laying
in the sweeps, loweiing the sails,and unstep-
ping the masts, hail subsided, we heard So-
mers hail the boat, and insist that the eaptain
should come vp beforeany of the others, as
there was adifficulty about the carts which
he alone could settle.” The reply was a grow!
of assent, and we could hear by the click of
the check to the cog-wheel of the windlass
that Bomers was paying out the rope. Pre-
sently Cocquerel was heard to get into the
cradie T have spoken of, to which a line was
fastened in order to steady his ascent from
below. The order was given to turn away,
and the renewed click, click announced that
he was ascending the face of the cliff. I
could hardly comprehend this maneuvre,
which seemed to indicate the escape of the
man, we were the most anxious to secure,
and the order to shove off was just on my lips
when a powerful blue light' flamed suddenly
forth, accompanied by a fierce but indistinct
shout, or roar rather, from Somers. The
| men replied bya laud cheer, and we shot

smartly out ; but having, to avoid a line of
reef, to row in a straisht direction for about
a caole's length the emugglers; panic stricken




