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therefore, comparatively speaking, in its in-
fancy. Ata meeting heldon the 101h day
of May, at the house ¢t the Rev. Mr Me-
Guirk, Kouchibouguacis, and which was
numerously attended, it was upaiimously
resolved, that as “ Agriculture is the great
source of national wealth and inde
dence,” and that as ¢ Agricullural Socie
ties have proved. highly instrumental in
diffusing the knowledge of Agriculiure as a
science, that, as the Parish of Carleton pos-
sesses all the qualifications, in point of ‘soil
and situation, to enable it, under proper cul-
ture, to rank high as an: hurad dis-
trict,” that an Agricultural Society be form-
ed for the Parish of Carlcton, and that the
“¢ leading objects of the Society, Le 1o im-
prove the breed of domesiic animals, ihe
unportation of improved Stock, the di
sion of agricultural knowledge, ar
promotion of home manufaetures.’

A code ot Rules was adopted for 1}
vernment of the Sceiety, and the following
cilice bearers were chosen :

Presideni— [

Treasurer— Mr Germain
k.. Becretary—Mr William §

Directors— Messrs. Peter V
Johnson, James Fraser. Joh
James Patterson, and Daniel

During the year several mee
board were held, 10 transaet bu
nected with the Socie

On the second Tuesday in March, 18:
the annuzl meeting of the soci
at the house of Mr Germain White, nea
Kouchibouguae, when the following office
bearers were chosen for the eNSUIng ye

President—Rev. H. McGuirk
{ Vice President—Nr Jol
¢ Treasurer—Mr Germa

Secretary—Mr Jamcs

Directors—Messrs, Lewis Daigle, Luke
Richard, John Tweedie, Elair Ba inot,
William Bell, Jobn Graham, Robert Por
ell, Jamnes Patterson, and Peter Votenr,

Correspondiug Secretary—Mr
S. Caie.

At this meeting, it was resclved that
funds then in the Treasurer’s hand
vended in purchasi
L'urnip Seeds, Wh
prizes for compost heaps, and that the seeds
be scld to members at reduced prizes,

During this year also several meetings
of the board were held, at which dif
regulations were made for promoting
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ing Match todk place at Kcuchibouguac,
on the 21st day of October last, on
on the north side of the river ¢
belonging o Mr John G
were two classes of ploughmen.
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FIRST CLASS.

1st prize, Edward T weedie, L1106 0O
2nd do, John Tweedie, 15 0
3rd  do., James Patterson, 270 'Y
4th "do., William Bell, 015 0
Sth do., John Potter, 010 0
SECOND CLASS.
13t prize, Maxim Voteur, 31+ 91D
2od do., Nicholas White, 015 0
3:d do., Cyprian Gelaur, 012 ©
t.h do., Nicholas Daigle, i B
Jla J sDnson, Su::,‘ 0 2.0

The Cattle Show took place on tee pre-
mises of Mre Germain W €, on the ;f"'.fznd
duy of Qciober, when the Prizes were
avrarded as tollows:
besi Cow & Calf, W. Raymond, £1
second best, William 3 O

®cil yeur old Bull, J,

Jale, 0
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On the 22nd day of January the Exhi-
bition ‘ of Grain and Donres Manufac-
tures took place at the Grist Mill, Kouehi-
¢, when a number of samples of
Grain, and articles of superior quality were
exhibited.

There were sixteen samples of Wheat,
from 65 to 68 lbs. ; ten of Black Oats, from
40 to 43 1bs.; four rof

Buarley, from 51 to

5214 Ibe. ; two of Pease; from 651
ibs ; two of Timothy Seed; five
« i, a yof C
tion by the judg-
were awarded
ong, for the ar-
best sample of
bert Callendar 0
second do, James Patterscn, 0%y B
third do, William 8. Caic 0 650
ample of White 1
Lweedle, 0
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I .30
g 1.8
do, Bastian Balinot, 9 5:0
o, John "'weedie, 0«88
st sample of Barley, J: Tweedie, 0 7 6
second do, Peter Voteur, D5 0
oesi sample Pease, M, Flannagan,0 7 6
id do, William Bell, o o S 1

sampie Timothy Seed, M.

best sample Butter, Wm. I'ell, 010 0
second do, Willi Caie, 0.7 B
best twilled Hor m, all w

Simon Johnston, 010 ©
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a distance from attending ; but notwithstand-
ing these difficulties, a numerous and respec.
teble body of the inhabitants assembled.

The meeting was organized, and the objects
of the game stated-—the question of the ap-
plicability of Manicipal Institutions to the
state of our County, and our fitness for sc)*
government were fully discussed, and both of
these propositions were unanimously sustain-
ed in the affiimative, The present Munici-
pal Law was then explained, and placed be-
fore the meeting by several gentlemen then
present, who viewed it in its various bearings
and probable results upon our prosperity,
considered its advantages, and explained its
defects and imperfections, The principle of
the Bill was fully sustained, and indeed there
was but one opinion aboutit, for all approved
of it; but there was almest as geneial an
opinion that many of the provisions and clau
ses it contained were objectionable, as likely
to ereate obstructions, and impede the free
operation of sell-government. Bome of these
difficulties were experienced in Canada a few
years since, on the introduction of Munieipal
Institutions into that Province, and as our
Bill is copied from the Canadian one, as it
originally stood, we may of course expect to
meet with similar difficalties. The Canadi-
ans, however, :v|rp|'cc1‘n?1!lg the l‘non, :l(‘lml
upon the Bill, and as soon as they became
organised, adopted the necessary weasures to
amend the law, and they now have under
their amended charter (within about four or
five years), eslablished a system of munici-
pal institutions in efficient operation in every
county ef that extensive and opulent Pro
vince of the Buitush Empire. The experi-
ence of a people whose position and habits
ave 80 similar to ourown, and who, like our-
selves, possess the proud privileges, and boast
of our eonnexion with the meteor flag, will
be of gome importance in determining us in
the adoption or rejection 'of such a measure;
and when we finl that both in Upper and
Lower Canada, the system is generally ap-
proved, and almost universally adopted, we
must come to the econcliusion that it 1s a use-
ful and desirable institution, and one, the be-
nefits of which we should loze no time in
securing, "I'he expencesare found to be much
less than under the old system ; moie econo-
my is used in the expeuditure of the public
money, ind as the people, at their annual
elections, have the power of appointing their
Councillers, a wholesome and desirable Res-
ponsibility 1s created in the right quarter; the
people are consequently of some 1mporiance ;
their wishes are respected, and the knowledge
of their own power leads them to acquire
prepare their minds for its
proper exsreise, and has most beneficial re-
suils,

The possession of local self government
would preduce the same effect in our Pro-
vince, and though the Biil as it now stands,
is not such as the [riends of self-government
would desre, still the difficulty might be got
over as it was in Canada, by first lnkxngdu‘
and then,when in operation, getting it amen-
ded,

One of the greatest objections to the present
Bill is in the method of introducing, or ob-
taining the benefit of it, by requiring at the
end of a firce monihs’ rotice, that a two-thirds
vole should be essential 1o its adoption. If
the Bill is necessary, it should have been in-
uced by mere operation of the law, with-

t y wie being required, and then the
system would hy iform theoughout
the Provnce. Was necessary,
surély a mojority should have been suﬂlt':ur;t,
as is usua! 1n all British precedents, and quite
in acgordance with British practice.  This
objection, however, applies ouly to the intro-
duction of the measure, and was intended (in
my opinion) tothrow impedimentsin the way
of its geneial adoption; still the ditficulty
'r_‘f..'w; 6 avercome, it ceases to exist, and
val of that objeqtion rests with the
people themselves,

e power vested by the Bill in the Exa-
cutive, of vetoing the Bye Laws, and in effect
controlling the local Conncils, is oue most
pernicious in its tendency to the liberty of
the subject—vests a power in the Govern-
ment which they should not possess-——creates
at hmi;/ ameddling d;;}m:nl: m wita loeal

{eye y " an!
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a more favorable Bill, and 1 would therefore
recommend the people of this County to
adopt 1t as it stands, and as the power of the
people is supreme in_municipal institutions,
and their wishes certain to prevail, any de-
fects which may exist can easily be removed
by the jownt influence of the: Councils and
the rate payers.

The inhabitants of the County ef Carleton
stand outin bold relief as a progressive peo-
ple, capable of appreciating, aud determined
to enjoy the proud privilege and undoubted
right of selt-government. A majority ef
nearly three to one has adopte! municipal
corporations in that County, and they offer
an example in this particular, which we
should lose no time in following. The Coun-
ty of Charlotte has also taken measures to
adopt the 3ill, and I trust that the result
will be the same as in Carleton,

Is Notthumberland then to remain inae-
tive? We boast of being the second County
in the Province for natural advantages and
extent of trade, and the first in agricultural
wealth., Let us show by our action that we
are amongst the firet also in intelligence.
Let us adopt the principle of self-goveinment
in local affairs; @ system which prevails ex-
tensively in the mother country, and univer-
sally in the States of ber offspring, the Amer-
ican Republic, and which has tended to make
both what they are, unrivalled amongst the
nations of the earth for stabiiity, prosperity,
and constitutional freedom ; and created in
their people an amount of intelligence, enter-
prise, and fove ot free eonstitutional govern-
ment, which is usknown on the Euiopean
Continent.

To me it appears that the question only
requires to be properly presented to, and un-
derstood by the people, to be generally adopt-
ed. The meeting at Newcastle declared for
it without a diszenting voice, and a Commit-
tee for that Parish was appointed 1o prépare
a petition to the Sheriff, obtain signatures to
the same, and co operate with other Commit-
tees that might be adopted by the other Pa.
rishes of the County. The Parish of Nelson,
at the annual election of Parish Officers, de-
clared themselves in favor cf the measure,
and appeinted a Committee. It therefome
now remains to be seen whether the other
Paiishes of the County will remain inactive,
or eome forward and lend their aid in for-
warding the good work, and assist in secu.
ring for the pevple a privilege they so much
require,

I am aware that there are persons in the
County opposed to this measure, and it
would be matter of astonishment were it
otherwise. All great refoims and improve-
ments have met with opposition, and we can-
ot expect the Municipal Law to be an ex-
ception to a rule so universal.

Some of these oppore it conscientiously, in
the helief that additional expense will be in-
curred—that the country will notin reality
be benefitted-—or perhaps they may not fully
understand the working of the system. The
opinions of this class of persons I respect,
even while differing from them, and would
urge upon them a thorough and impartial in.
vestigation of the principles contended for,
assured of the result.

Others oppose it because it will remove
the power of controlliug local aflairs, which
they have so long posscesed, and will place it
in the bands of men to be elected by, and
responsible to the people, Tbe opposition of
such peisous may not create surprise, tor it is
natural that those men should desiie to perpe-
tuate a power they have so iong possessed,
and oppose popular interference with what
they may consider vested rights anil peculiar
privileges; and to expect any thing else
would be sure disappointment. 1 am not,
bowever, to be understcod that all persons
possessing official power will be opposed to
this measure, On the contiary, I believe
there are many exceplions.

There is auother class, and the last fo which
[ saall on the present occasion 1efer, who are
already showing their opposition 10, and ca-
lumniafing the system. 1 allnde w some of
those persons who are at present u‘:jnying
official Theso parties tontend
that the expenses of the County will be in-
creased, and therefore the system should ba
rejecled.  While these patifols profess 1o ope

einoluments,




