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"'THE RAILWAY.

From the Morning News.
OUR TWISTY GOVERNMENT.

Until the mail arrived on Sunday morning,
we were under the impression that the great
bubble as agreed upon by Mr Chandler and
the Canadian Delegates (by which New
Brunswick is called upon 1o build rearly one
half the road), was completely exploded in
the Nova Scotia House, since the special
committee, headed by Mr Howe, had agreed
te have nothing to do with it. It seems that
Mr Howe has since introduced thé proposi-
tion, afresh, and advocated it in a long speech,
—he implies that Nova Scotia ought to obtain
railroads at all hazards, no matter how great
the outlay. It is very likely that the Bill will
pass. If Nova Scotia scruples so strenuous-
ly about building a little more than one-fourth
of the road, how in the name of common
sense can New Brunswick undertake to de
nearly one-half? It would seem by the re-
marks of the different spsakers in the Nova
Scotia- House, that it rests altogether with
that Province to have the railroad or not,
New Brunmswick, as a matter of course, must
agree to the scheme; and simply because Mv
Chandler and our Governmen: say so; and
because the Canadians ‘and Nova Scotians
wish it. Verily our House of Assembly
must consist of very choice spirits if mem-
bers are going to allow themselves to be bam-
boozled in this way. * Our Government are
astricky in this railway business as men can
possibly be. To get hold of the money they
would desecrate the graves of their tathers,
and scatter their ashes to the winds. Asan
instance of their “ fast and loose” conduct,
we may mention, that it was given eut in St.
John a couple of weeks since, and fully be-
lieved to be true, that the majority of the
Government were favorable to Mr Archibald’s
proposition.  Mr' Hazen, we know, was.
Gray and Wilmot were supposed to be the
only two'whe wished to keep Archibald at
arm’s length. [t will be seen by Mr Howe’s
speech that the Government now are not fa-
verable to Mr Archibald’s proposition. Read
this: —

“ Hon. P. Secretary said that the proposi-
sition he understood was expected by next
steamer was anpounced by a letter to a gen-
tleman in this city, stating that a company
would be prepared to make the Portland line,
and a line up the Valley of St. John, in the
same direction that the present proposition
invelves, in case they should be gianted the
sums formerly voted by the Celonial Legis-
latures—say £70.000 a year and a large quan-
tity of Lands.. New Brunswick has sent to
Mr Chandler an answer to his question whe-
ther this proposition of the proposed company
would be acceptable, and that answer is in the
negative.”

What does the country think of matters
now ? What says the House of Assembly!
Will the Neorth allow a bubble railway three
hundred miles long to pass through the cen-
tre of the Province, absorbing all our, means,
and rendering nugatory the prospects of ever
.getting a branch to connect with Miramichi ?
Time will tell. Now see how far that nice
-man, Mr Chandler, and his colleagues, (where
is Mr Hazen now.?) have expressed them-
seives in referenceto the Canadian proposi-
tion—are these men mad enough to think
they they can carry such a scheme—nay, do
they not know they are deceiving both Ca-
pada and Noya Scotia? Mr Chandler thus
addresses himself to the Caradian Dele-
gates—

“ That proposition calls on New Brunswick
to take an interest of the five-twellths, or
nearly one half of whele line from Halifax 10
Quebee, whilst Nova Scotia is only required
to take one quarter. These propositions, the
undersigned leels bound to urge, press heavi-
ly on New Brunswick, but feeling that the
responsibility is cast upen New Brunswick
of acceptingsor refusing, what must be consi-
“dered as a final proposition, for the construc-
tion of a gieat narional and inter colonial
work, and that the suggestions made by the
Canadian Delegates may be considered in the
Jight of the award of arbitrators between Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, he is prepared to
state, that having communicated with the
Government he represerts, they will be ready
to submit to her legislature now in session, a
measure inaccordance with the proposition
of the Canadian Delegates.

(Signed) E. B. CHANDLER.

Halilax, 31st January, 1852.”

We believe, Mr Chandler, that the' Legis—
tature will kick out such a measure without
a minute’s hesitation. The Country always
thought that to undertake one third of the line
was an impossibility. Totalk now of one
Nalf is madness.

TO THE PEOPLE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.
Shall we accept Mr Archibald’s proposals,

and have our railroads commenced before the :

month of Juxe—or, on the other hand reject

them, open up new negociations with the Co- !

Jonial Office; and run the risk of beinz de- |

feated altogether in the long run? Has not a
whole year been lost already throagh delega-
tions, overtures, misunderstandings, huma-
bugs, rejections. Be it remembered, too, that
even if Nova Seotia and New Brunswick de-
cide upon a Goevernment scheme, the Legis-
lature of Canada has yet to be called together
o take aglion uponit; and finally, the En-
glish Government will have a great deal to
say respecting their own affairs, before they
will introduce this Bill into Parliament {per-
haps late next summer.) After all, Parlia-
ment may rcject the scheme,

most favanrable view of the matter, it will
be impossible 1o settle preliminaries so as to

Taking the |

commence operations next summer. Accept
Mr Archibald’s propesition, and the roads are
commenced forthwith. What will you do—
accept a certainiy, Or an UNCERTAINTY ?

“ Meantime however we may express our
belief, that the offer of the London gentlemen
to construct the line of Railway now propo-
sed, as a private undertaking, the Provinces
jointly paying them £100,000 per aunum for
20 years, and giving them as a free gift,
5,000,000, acres of land, including the timber
and all the mines and mirerals—for such
proves to be the modest demands of these
gentlemen—will not be entertained for a mo-
ment, even if it has not already received a
jTompt regative from all concerned.”— New-
brunswicker,

Still determined to mislead. The Associ-
ation does mot ask for £100,000—nor yet for
5,000,000 acres of land. They ask New
Brunswick for £30,000 a year for 20 years,
and 4,000,000 acres of land only, which is
ten thousand a year LESS than we are alrea-
dy pledged for. The writer in the New Bruns-
wicker knows thatif this Association get the
roads to build, there will be no pickings, no
loafing, no extravagance, no buying wp the
whole country, to sustain a bad Government.
Politics will be kept out of the question.—
The Newbrunswicker knows this, hence his
opposition to a Company.

From the St. John New Brunswicker.

% The doubts and uncertainties which bave
embarrassed the railway question for some
time past, seem nowiin a fair way of being
solved, by an agreement between the Colonies
of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Biunswick,
uot only with reference to the route, but also
as to the proportion of expense which shall
fall upon each Province.

As to the route, it is thus described—fol-
lowing Major Robinson’s line from Point Levi
to River du Loup, or Trois Pistoles, it would
thence cross to the River St. John, either by
the valley of the St. Francis, or by Lake Te-
miscouata—thence, traversing a country wa-
tered by the St. John and its tributaries, to
the City of =t. John, including 2 communica-
tion with the Railways ot the United States,
at Calais—from this City, by the route zl-
ready surveyed, through Sussex Vale, to the
Bend and Shediac ; and therice to the boun:-
dary of Nova Scotia—{rom whence to Halifax,
it may take any route that would be most
eligible for that Province.

As to the proportions in which the cost of
the line, by this route, should be borne, it has
already been agreed by Canada and Nova
Scotia, that Canada shall bear one-third of its
cost, and Nova Scotia one-quarter, previded
New Brunswick will assume the remainder.
The effect of this arrangement will amount
practically to this—Nova Scotia will build the
Railway from Halifax to the Bend of Petit-
codia ; Canada will construct the portion
between Quebec and the Grand Falls of the
St. John—thus leaving New Brunswick to
Build as much of the Railway, within her
own limits as will be required between the

Grand Falls and the Bend, passing through
this City. 1

The Delegates from Canada having pledged
that Province to this scheme, under the pow-
ers and authority conferred npon the Execu-
tive by the Acts already passed there —and
the Legislature of Nova Scotia having agreed
to accede toit, by a large majority—it only
remains for New Brunswick to accept jit, ‘in
order to render the arrangement complete.—
Upon this Province is now thrown the whole
responsibility ; and any objeet originating
with us, would inevitably destroy the whole
scheme, and very likely leave us without any
railway whatever.

The Imperial Gover nment represented by
Earl Grey, positively refuses to provide funds
for the European and North American Rail-
way, but repeats the former offer of readiness
to furnish the means of a Railway from Hali-
fax to Quebec, if it is to follow the route along
the Eastern coast of this Province recom-
mended by Major Robinson. The measures
now proposed, is therefore offered fas a com-
promise, calculated to meet the views of the
several parties, in the only manner at all
likely to be generally acceptable.

‘The Hon. Mr Chandler having returned to
Fredericton, we shall no doubt have his report
very shortly, and- the public will then be
made fully aware of the course which the Go-
vernment ol this Province intends to adopt,
in order to carry out the New Brunswick por-
tion of the proposed undertaking.

From the Pictou Chronicle.

* * * But the matter will then on-
ly be half done. Earl Grey will then have to
be consulted, and we have already said, there
is much reason to fear that his reply will be
a negarive. It is evident that there is no in-
tention on his part of'aiding in any way the
buildinz of a road to Portland. The present
proposition abandons Major Robinson’s ronte
which was strictly an intercolonial line, and
undoubtediy goes to aid that scheme, from
which the Colonial office is determined to
withhold any assistance. On this ground, then,
viz., the: adandonment of Major Robinson’s
survey, which by Hawes's letter was strictly
to be retained, we think Earl Grey will very
probably refuse to assent to the measure or
advance the cash.  Of the ultimate conse-
quences of such a step, it is difficult to form
a satisfactory opinion. It may very probably
1eluse to assent 1o the measure or advanse the
cash. Of the nltimate consequences of such
astep, itis diffleult to form a satisfactory
opiniea. [t may probably involve the separa-
tion of these colonies from the mother conntry.
Ceitainly Nova Scotia has good grounds of

complaint at the 'treatment received by her
from the mother country in this matter. She
has been obliged to contribute about £16,000
as her proportion of the expense attending
the survey of the route by Robinsen and
Henderson, and she has now been put to the
trouble and expense of an extra session of the
Legislature, and all apparently to no purpose.
If such acts as these are all we are to expect
from the parent state, then most persons we
fancy will be ready tosay that the sconer we
leave that parents protection and strike out
for ourselves the better.

The difficulties arising from the stand taken
b?' Earl Grey are certainly of a most per-
plexing nature, and Mr Howe’s position is al-
most enough to break the spirit of any man.
He however appears to bear up under it with
much fortitude and couraze. Heenjoys to a
large extent the sympathy and good wishes
of the country, and we have not heard of a
single person who imputes to him anything
bat the purest and most upright intentions in
the management of the whole affair heretofore.

Since writing the foregoing, we have heard
by telegraph that the house have adopted the
proposition of the delegates by a vote of 37 to
14, to build the line through Sussex Vale and
the Valley of the St. John’s River.

Crommumeations,
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THE RAILWAY.
To the fiditor of the Gleaner,

The public will perceive by documents
which have recently appeared in the public
journals, as well as by the proceedings of
the New Brunswick Legislature, that the
prospeets of the Railway, as far as the
North Eastern line is concerned, are any-
thing but flattering.

The causes which have led to this result
are well known to every one; and we
cannot but think that the Northern section
of the Province has been shamefully deser-
ted in its hour of need by the men whose
bounden duty it was to protect its interests
in every emergency, and at all hazards, to
the best of their ability.

The hesitating and equivocating conduct
of tae Government of this Province,
throughout the whole affair, must excite
the disgust and contempt of every candid
and ingenuous mind in the country.

Since the matter was bhrought before the
people of these Colonies in its present pro-
minent shape, the conviction has from

| time to time been  expressed, that if the

Executive were sincere in. their desire to
bring about so great a work, and displayed
as much alacrity and zeal in the matter, as
they did to secure their own continuance in
power, they would find no difficulty in its
successful accomplishment,

To them must be attributed the failure
of the whole scheme, for had they acted
in a straightforward and independent man-
ner, we have no doubt but Major Robin-
son’s line would have been ere now decided
upon.

[ never knew a more glaring instance of
the desertion of oft-repeated pledges, than
the conduct of John Ambrose Street,
throughout this question, He has now
shown himself in his true colours. While
it was necessary to his own advancement,
he pretended the utmost anxiety for, the
welfare of the North, and the improve-
ment of 1ts condition ; but now, that a fa-
vorable moment has arrived, he coolly
throws us off, and applies the power and
influence of the Government of which he
is the assumed head, to thwart a measure
on which he knew his constituents (the
people who have made him what he is,
and @ whom he owes every thing he pos-
sesses in the world, character, fortune, and
friends) believed their happiness and pros-
perity to depend. He has thrown himself
into the arms of the people of the ¢ sunny
South,” and possibly fancies himself secure
in their good graces; but the day of reck-
oning will certainly come, and Mr Street
wiil as certainly receive his reward.

I confess T was somewhat apprehensive
of this result when I understood some
time since that the Hon. Mr Raunkin in-
tended passing the winter in Britain. Mr
R. occupied a very influential position at
the Council board, and his presence would
have had great weight in any measure. I
presume, however, he saw a storm ahead.
and, like a prudent man, placed himself
beyond the reach of harm. How he
can reconcile such: conduct with his duty to
the people who have entrusted him with
their suffrages for so many years, I cannot
tell.

It remains to be seen whether the con-
stituency of the County of Northumber-
Jand will submit to such treatment, or call
upon the men who bave thus deserted
them, to vield up a trust they have held so
long, but which they have so shamefully

betrayed,
NORTHUMBERLAND.
Miramichi, February 18, 1852.

Ten men employed on the Great Wes-
tern Canada Railway were killed a few
days since by the caving in of a bank.

Cittor's Degartinent,
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MIRAMICHI :

Cratraym, Monpay, FEBruARY 23, 18502,

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS.

On our first page will be found an ae-
count of the proceedings of a meeting re-
cently held in the Mechanics’ Institute, in
Newecastle, of the inhabitants of that Pa-
rish, which was convened fo; the purpose
of taking into consideration the propriety
of adopting the Municipal Law, passed by
the Legisiature of this Province last year.
It will be seen that the parties who atten-
ded admitted the necessity there exists for
introducing this measure ; and a Requisi-
tion to the High Sheriff, requesting him 1o
call a Public Meeting of the inhabitants of
the County, to take the proper steps (as re-
quired by law), has been put in circulation,
which has already obtained upwards of
three hundred signatures.

As we have already expressed our opin=
ions on the expediency of adopting self-
government, we think it needless to repeat
them here. We are glad to perceive the
inhabitants of the County are taking the
initiatory steps to introduce Municipal In-
stitutions among us, -because we feel con-
vinced it is only by their adoption that ma-
ny of the evils which have so long existed,
and have tended to impede our social and
moral well-being, will be effectually eradi-
cated. Having put their shoulders to the
wheel, we trust the friends of progress
will not tire until they accomplish the work
they have so auspiciously commenced.

FISHERY SOCIETY.

A fortnight ago we threw out some sug-
gestions respecting the expediency of forw-
ing a Society for encouraging the Fisher-
ies in the County, and we are gratified in
being enabled to state that they have been
acted upon. A subscription list has been
circulated, and upwards of £50 was sub-
scribed thereto when we saw it on Friday
last. It will be seen by an advertisement
in another column, that a Public Meeting
is to be held in the Mechanics’ Institute, in
Chatham, for the purpose of organizing a
Society, and adopting a code of Rules for
the government of the same.

NOVA SCOTIA LEGISLATURE.

The House of Assembly of this Province
passed the Railway Lill on Monday last, 14
Members voted againstit. We are indeh-
ted to the Nova Scotian for the following
account of the proceedings in the Council
on the same subject :

“ On Tuesday last Hon. Mr MeCully Jaid
upon the tatle of the House a series of Re-
solutions which were prefaced with extracts
from and relerences to the various Railway
despatches, and are as follows :

“ Whereas, it has been proposed by dele-
gates recently arrived in this city from Ca.
nada and New: Brunswick, as a final effert
to secure a continuous line of Railroad te
Quebee, to be constructed on Joint account,
and upon a route by the way of the Valley
of the Saint John—that Camada shall con-
tribute one third, New Biunswick five-
twelfths, and Nova Scotia one fourth of the
expense of the whole line, the funds to be
obtained as contemplated in Mr Hawes’s des-
patch,

“ Resolved, therefore, as the opinion of this
House, that rather than that the whole
scheme should be frustrated, this proposi-
tion should be aceepted

Resolved, That under this entirely changed
aspect of affairs, the City of Halifax should
not be required to represent stock in any
trunk line to traverse the valley of the St
John.

“ Resolved, That the counties of Nova Sce-
tia traversed by a trunk line, hence to Que-
bec, to be continued through New Bruns-
wick, by the vallies of the Kennebeccasis
and St. John, should not be required to con-
tribute any other or greater amount of funds
than connties in New Brunswickand Caua-
da similarly traversed. :

“ Resolved, That the acceptanee of the pro-
position, made by the delegates as above re-
ferred to, is based upon the clear understan-
ding, that five miles of Crown Lands on
each side of the line of road shall be conce-
ded for its benefit, and® that each Province
shall own an interest in the road, in the pro-
portions built by them respectively. (The
latter clause of the last resolution being me-
dified during the debate.)

“ On Friday the resolutions came wup for
discussion. Honorable Mr Almaon meved
other reselutions, differing principally res.
pecting the joint ownership of the line—and
contemplated a separate proprietorship as te
this Province and the other two.

“ As to the policy of accepting the Cana-
dian proposition we understand there was
no difference of opinion whatevever in that
body.  The first resolution wasunobjectionable
to all parties, and WILL PASS UNANIMOUS-
Ly,
“ We are glad to find the Legislative Coun-
cil apparently in advance of the Assembly
on the present occasion. Any measure
which approves itself to the unanimous ap



