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greatest bemefit, Though a little surprised 
at the tone of this letter he (Lord Derby) had 
not deferred executing the promise he had 
made to Mr, llincks. He had brought the 
matter before a cabinet council, at which it 
was. fully and deliberately discussed ; and it 
was with great regret they had come to 
the conclusion that it was not to the advan- 
tage of the Provinces that they should sanc- 
tion the proposed: line, inasmuch as it forfeit- 
ed the very main advantages which led them 
in the first instance to be. anxious for its pro 
motion. That communication was made to 
Mr. Hincks, about the 161th or 17th of the 
month. Sir J, Pakington had considered it 
the most respectful to write his dispatches 
first to the governors of the colonies, and 
then to communicate them to the representa- 
tives of the colonies, in this country.—In the 
meantime on the 13th, he (Lord Derby) had 
received an application fiom another society 
who were desirous of engrafting a scheme of 
emigration on the general scheme of the rail- 
way known to be in contemplation by the 
government ; and on the 15th he gave an ans- 
wer, that from recent commnnications great 
doubts had arisen whether the negociations 
pending between the government and the 
colonial legislatures were likely to lead to 
the construction ofthe railway in question ; 
and itappeared that the colonial deputies had 

Comumiznfions. 
Hawnrax, Nova 4 

June 28; 1852... 
To the Editor of the Gleaner, + - 

Sir,—I have seen in your paper of the 
21st June, a Letter of Mr#ilham Furbes’s 
regarding the asphalt from Albert, in 
which he calls it coal, and details the ex- 
periments upon which he bases his opm 
on, Now, I should like to ask Mr Forbes, 
as a scientific man, if from these, few sim- 
plé experiments which. he performed, Le 
would be jusufiable in closing this article 
wiih any fairness without pursuing his.in. 
vestigations further ; or should he be con- 
tent with the mere fact that becavse this 
substance is not just as fusible and: just 
as soluble as the other asphalis, that It is 
not asphalt, but that it is coal ? Dees Le 

A 

first learned from the secretary to this soci« * 
ety that the plan was not approved by the go~ 
vernment. As faras personal respect was 
concerned, nothing could have been more 
cordial and attertive than Sir J. Pakington’s 
treatment of these gentlemen. He received 
them at his own house ; gave them invila- 

not know that he will not get two as- 
phalts to agree in these characteristics ? 
Before I gave Dr Gesner my Report I exa- 
mined it very minutely, aud performed per- 
haps one hundred different experiments 
with it, all of which led me to the conclu- 
sion that it was asphalt and not coal. Mr 
Forbes attacks the opinions given as unsci- 
entific and discordant, but I am afraid Mr 

. Forbes is more so than any of them, Af: 

tions to her Majesty’s bali, invited them to 
dinner, and constantly saw them on the same 
ferns as the Secretary of State would have 
received any ministers accredited from fo- 
reign powers. As to the substance of tha 
negociation, he would say that the govern- 
ment had been most anxioss to see it carried 
out; and he had been active in pressing it on 
the late government. But he thought a bet- 
ter course than giving a guarantee would 
have been to make a grant of the waste lands 
through which the line passed. He meant 
not to say that the gnarantee would not have 
been redeemed by the Provinces, though the 
coatribution might have pressed very hard 
on the Province of New Brunswick. Never. i 
theless, he had been quite willing to leave | 
the construction of the fine to the colonial | 
legislatures, giving the desired guarantee, 
provided it was so constructed as to secure 
those advantages that were promised {rom it. | 
—The noble ear! admitted that it was a sine 
gua non that the line would be carried through 
British territory. It was nota slight dewia- 
tion that was now proposed. But the great 
object was in counexion with the scheme of 
emigration, to have opened up a large tact 
of country in New Brunswick available for 
emigrants ; but this had been lost sight of— 
(Here tae noble earl described the course of 
the line, as originally proposed, and the de- 
viaitons could only be understood by refer- 
ence to a plan ? 
Major Robinson's line, he observed, had al. 

ways been taken as the basis of the negocia- 
tion ; but the proposed line, instead of making 
the ciicuit of the northern and easterc. coast, 
made two right angles, passed by St. John, 
and was carried further to the west.—It was 
true that'by this scheme there would be a 
Jess length of railway t> be constracted ; 
but Major Robinson's line would not involve 
a greater distance between Halifax and Que- 
bec. The line by St John might offer great- 
er commercial advantages, but it abandoned 
the scheme of openiug up New Brunswick 
‘to emigrants. The St. John line, for nearly 
the whole line, ran within a few miles of the 
United Staies territory, and there was no 
security that it would not pass en the United 
States side of the St. John River. Such a 
railway in an_open undefended country, 
would not diff he least, in the event of a 
war, from a railway'earned through the Uni- 
ted States territory. It tended far more to 
open up the United St than the Bri- 
tish territory ; and in som poi it was cut 
olf wy the rapid torrent of the St. John Ri- 
ver from co: munication with the British 
teniiiory. Under those circumstances the 
gove nment did not think the project one 
which so carried out imperial objects as* to 
Justify them in giving a gwarantee for the 
proposed expenditure by the celonial legisla- 
tures. T'o have undertaken such a liability 
Without consulting Parliament would have 
been highly improper, and he doubted if 
Parliament would have sanctioned it. How- 
ever much ke might prefer tbe plan of graut- 
ing waste lands, he would not have hesitated 
to recommend a guarantee bad the line been 
such as to secure those other and more im- 
portant objects to which he had referred. — 
On these grounds the government had thought 
it their duty to inform the governors of the 
Provinces that they were compelled, with 
ragret, to refuse the guarantee, believing that 
the line did not promote really amd truly 
British objects. ‘The government had ne- 
thing to conceal, and there wouid be ne oppo- 
sition ‘to the production of the papers. 
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Mechanics’ Institute, 
A Quarterly Meeting, of the Miramichi 

Mechanics’ Institute, will ba held in the Hall 
of the Institute on MONDAY, the 12ih July 
next, at haif past seven o’clock, P. M., when 
a full attendance 1s requested. 

ROBERT L THOMAS, Secretary, 
Chatham, June 28,1852. 

Fresh Garden & Flower Seeds 
AT WM J FRASER'S 

@hitor's Deyactment. 

ter aguing very strenucusly that. the sub- 
stance in question is coal, he concludes by 
saying : aE 
¢ The tar furnished by the destructive 

distillation of cedar woud when re-distilled 
furnishes a residuum scarcely distinguisha- 
le from Albert coal. It slightly dissolves’ 

in sulphuric ether, naptha snd aheolute al- 
chohol, and yields a beautiful gas when 
subjected to a high heat in a retort, leaving 
a hght friable coke resembling the Hiilsho- 
10 coal.” | 

Surely this residuum is not coal ; how, 
then, can he cail this article which can 
scarcely be disuuguished from it, Coal ? 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH OUTRAM, Ju. 

AAA AN AAA ae 

MIRAMICHI: 
Caataaxw, Monpay, JuLy 12, 1852. 

OUR ELECTION: 
An Election at all times causes conside- 

rable excitement. and if it were 10 end 
here, there would not be mueh cause for 
regret ; but unfortunately during the course 
of canvassing, and the part taken by. active 
partisans at the polling stations, much is 
said and done which leads to aliercation 
and angry words. These break up old 
friendships, causes estrangement between 
relatives and neighbors, and frequently 
leads to riot. 
We are gratified in being enabled to state, 

that the contest passed off in a manuer cre- 
ditable to the County. At all the polling 
booths the greatest order prevailed, and the 
best feeling existed between the contending 
parties. 

Friday last being the day appoiried for 
declaring .the successful candidate, a large 
number of the Freeholders assensbled at 
the Court House in Neweastle, . when the 
High Sheriff opened the poll books, and 
declared Gzorce Krer, Esq, duly elec- 
ted. 

The following is the state of the, poll : 
Kerr. Mitchell 

Newcastle, g7 RH 
Chatham, 257 31 
Ludlow, 9 $523 
Glenelg, 145 34 
Blissfield, 4 ai 
Northesk, 24 71 
Blackviile, 26 53 
Nelson, 54 7: 
Inwick, 125 24 

, 74) 424 
421 

% 317 majority, 
After the poll was declared the meeting 

was addressed by Messrs. Kerr, Michell, 
J. AM. Johnsen, Jun., R. Hutchison, Robin- 
sou Crocker, and D. P. Horan.” During this 
«war of Words,” there was consideraple 
« sharp shooting,” but all was taken with 
good grace and becoming forbearay.e ; and 
Judging from the parties mingling. tugether 
jin friendly intercourse, we are led to the 
pleasing conclusion, that with the close of 
the contest all angry and vopleasant fecling 
ended. 1 
The following 

Gentlemen, ; ; 
I stand before you this day as ‘one of 

your Represeniatives, returned hy ‘a majo- 
ity beyond my most sangume expectations, 

et Mr Kerr's remarks : 

From the late hour at which [ was re-| 

- 
—
 

quested to offer myself, and the previous ' 
promises made by muny {reehoiders to Mr 1 ; 

7 

Mitchell, coupled with the confident tove 
which he and his friends maintamed ses- 
pecting his return, I would not have been 
greatly disappointed bad he this day occu- 
pied my position 

While I acknowledge the pride I feel in 
occupying the place of ove of your Repre- 
sentatives, 1 would have felt humbled it I 

| Were conscious that I had obwined it by | 
any act or word unworthy of an honest 
man. To the numercus friends who invi- 
ted me to come forward, and who wanful 
ly exerted themselves to the close, Tatr me- 

debted for the handsome majorityjof 817, 
which I obtained. To these gentlemen, 
one and all, and to the whcle budy of free. 
holders who. supported me I now reiurn 
ny sincere thanks. ' 

It isa gratitying circumstance, and one 
highly creditable to the county, that not- 
withstacding the zeal and anxiety of the 
friends of both parties, ihe polling duy pas- 
sed over with a degree of order and good 
feeling that has seldom before oceurred. 

I told you that I wasau advocate for free- 
dom of elecuon in its broadest sense. I have 
acted up to that principle throughout 3 and 
while I have canvassed the greater part of 
the County I asked no man to vote for me 
who had either promised or preferred Mr 
Mitchell ; and 1 asked no man whom I 
knew would vote against me, to keep back. 

I believe the canvass of my friends was 
cqually fair throughout. While I say 
this I believe that many freeholders did 
not exercise their franchise, either from in- 
difference or other motives. After can- 
vassing the county, and observing the whole 
proceedings during the Election, Lam more 
decidedly than before convinced that Vote: 
by Ballot is the anly course by which the 
true wishes of a covstituency like Naor- 
thumberland’s can be impartially and inde- 
pendently expressed. 1 am aware that 
many of my fritnds have strong objections 
to this system, but it is incorporated ‘in 
the proceedings of many public bedies both 
in the Mother Country and the Colonies, 
and is in operation in cur own Province, | 
am satisfied that if the system were adopt- 
ed, accompanied by a registration of elce- 
tors, many of the objectionable features of 
the exisung practice weuld be avoided. 
The custom requiring a candidate to can- 
vass the Electors and subject himself to 
the degradation which every righily con- 
stituled mind myst tee), craving as a fa- 
vor what should be freely and independent. 
ly bestowed as a privilege, I would gladly 
see abolished. In its place let the Frechol- 
ders in their parishes nominate thé candi- 
dates, send toa county meeting persons 
to represent their wishes, and let the dele- 
gates from the parishes agree upon the 
the candidates to be nominated, and let the 
constituents support the men thus freely 
nominated by themselves.: Scme such 
change is required to get rid of the exist- 
ing evils, and to enable the freeholders 10 
give independent expression to their wish- 
es. I will gladly co-operate in effecting any 
such improvement. 

I fully expressed on the day of nomipa- 
tion my views on. the various political sub- 
jects engaging public attention. 
With regard to Municipal Institutions, I 

repeat that so soon as the law is so amend- 
ed as to enable the Electors in each pa- 
rish to- meet and express their wishes, I 
will go for the introduction of these Insti- 
tutions among ourselves :and if a majority 
of the electors of the County go with me, 
I will gladly see the system reeeive a fair 
trial. I believe it is lully adapted to our 
ceniral and populous parishes, and may be 
unsuited to the remote and thinly peopled 
districts ; but being an important part of 
self-government, and one on which the 
winds of the people will never be satisfied 
ill thes a fair trial, 1 am desirous of 
scing it fairly tested as soon as a majority 
say they wish it, 

I told you that I believed the Resporsi- 
ble system would not work harmoniously 
till a change be effected in the constitution 
of the Legislative Council. At nresent its 
members are appointed for life by the 
Crown ;and I believe they must be elected 
as well as the Lower Branch. T am in fa- 
vor of such change in this respept as will 
give the people more control over their acts; 
but the subject is one of serious impor- 
tance, and has engaged the attention of 
the Legislatures of Canada and Nova Sco- 
ria, but nothing has yet been effected. I 
am in favor of such change as may be 
most suitable to our condition. i 

Reciprocity of Trade with the adjon- 
ing Republic and other foreign ceuntries I 
am desirous of seeing fully carried cut ; 
but this can only be effected through inter. 
vention with the Imperial Government; 
and so far as I can I will aid in urging for- 
ward the measures now in progress to ef- 
fect that important end. 

I am represented as saymg I would re- 
duce the Judges’ Salaries., I never alluded 
to the Judges, or gave ntterance to any such 
sentiment. I donot think that the Judges 
of the land receive more than their high 
station and character demand, If the 

Beneh'is to be an abject of ambition te cur 
bighest legal talent, the salary ought to 
be such as 10 erable them to maintain in a 
beconnng wanver the high place, they oc- 

| cupy. 1 would gladly see their fees abulish- 
"ed, and their incomes paid wholly from the 
| Treasury. Iiis unwise to have the Jude- 
| ¢s brought unnecessarily mto public discus- 
( sions, 
{Iam in favor of the reduction of our re- 
j verve to the most reasonable standard, con- 
© sistent with the exigencies of cur public 
savice aud our public engagements, be- 
cause T believe that with a imiied revetus 
a stricier supervision over the public expen- 
diture will be mainiained, and the whole | 
bedy of the pecple will be direcily relieved. 
1 am alsodesirous of seeing every public ut 
ficer receive a fair remuneration for the trust 
and responsibility which bis office imposes 

j on bom, but no more. It isa pitiful econo- 
my to withhold from public servants a rea- 
sonable reward for their services, when an 
infinitely larger saving might be effected in 
the contingencies and pay of 1he Represeg- 
tatives of the people, if ‘that portion of ibs 
pl expenditure be faithfully supervi- 
sua. 5 

I will co-operate cordially in furthering 
the extension of our fisheries, our agricu'-~ 
ture and domestic manufaciures by every 
judicious measure baving that end in view, 
ard also to improve the system of granting 
lumber berths. : 
The present, or any other Government 

shall have my support in every good and 
useful measure, and they will find me op- 
posed to them in every other. 1 shall en- 
deavor to give my heariy swpport to goed 
measures, irrespective of the men who in- 
troduce thew : my opposition in like man- 
ner to every other; but a factions opposition 
1 will not intentionally offer to the existing 
Government or any other that my take its 
place. 
The ery made about encouraging the 

mebanic ard the laborer is hollow. What 
can either myself or Mr Mitehell do for ei- 
ther but give them employment and allow 
them fair wages, and pay them honesily mn 
money for what they perform. ‘This I have 
always done, ard, to an extent, equal to 
any other man in my circumstances. [ de- 
site 10 see the system which prevails ot 
paying for labor otherwise than in money, 
dene away with, as fast as the change can 
be effected : but in all new countries a sys- 
tem of traffic is unavoidable, and it is only 
when competition arises that the introducti- 
on of a Cash system will take its place. To 
effect this I" believe nothing would more 
contribute than a local tank. I used my 
best efforts many years ago to introduce 
such an institution, and although a respec- 
table stock list was filled uy and an act pas- 
sed, it fell through by the Bill being reject- 
cd at home, I have since introduced an 
Agency of another bank, avd the commu- 
nity is now receiving all the financial acco- 
modation they can reasenably require, 

I have given you my sentiments, Gen- 
tlemen, on all the points of interest T think 
necessary. Iam sensible of the responsi- 
bility of the position T occupy. I know I 
will not please all my friends, nor can I ex- 
pect to escape the fate of everv man who 
enters upon public life. I will no doubt 
make evemies ; but, Gentlemen, however 
much I may fail in coming up to yeur 
wishes, 1 trust 1 will be able at the end of 
my term of service, to treurn the trust yon 
have reposed in me, and be able coascien- 
tiously to say that I have discharged my 
duty honestly and to the best of my ability. 
I again sincerely thank you, Gentlemen, for 
the honor you have conferred upon me. 

(Tn reply to some remarks of Mr John- 
son, Mr Kerr said :) 

Before’ the last Ceneral’ Election Mr 
Johnson did say to me that if I would offer 
be would vot. He then knew my political 
sentimenis. and 1 have never since then gi- 
ven expresion to any other. He has now 
exercised his own judgment and influence 
agamst me, and I never found fault with 
him for doing so. I am now, like 
himself, a representative for she county, and 
am accountable to my constituents for my 
acts. I shall be glad'if we can co-operate 
in every local measare for the good of the 
County : and I will readily give him my 
support in every political question where I 
approve of his course. But I go free and 
unfettered to act upon my own responsibili- 
ty, whether my views square with or are 
opposed to my colleagues, I ask the same 
night for myself thag I freely accord to 
Aim, Ey 
Mr, Johoson spoke cn the oceasion in 

substance as follows ; : 
It had been reported in the county by 

some of his political opponents that he hod 
stated at the nomination that, in case of 
Mr Kerr's return he (Mr J.) would resign, 
and he wished now to refer to Mr Kerr or 
Mr Pierce whether he had said anything 
of the kind. 
Mr Kerr then said that he had not heard 

Mr Johnson say so. 
Mr Johnson continued :* ; 
Had a Tory een brought forward he 


