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al Sir George Seymour, to carry out that 
etermination with firmness and discre- 
ion. 

3. Resolved, That securely relying upon the 
stice and maternal care of their Sovereign, 
we citizens of Halifax are reluctant to believe 
wat, because a few threatning speeches have 
een made in Congress, and a single Ship of 
War has visited their Coasts, the Queen’s 
sovernment will relax their vigilant super- 
“sion over British interests, or weakly yield 
rights secured by Treaty stipulations. 

4. Resolved, That History teaches that 
re Commercial prosperity and Naval 

sower of every Maritime State have risen, 
by slow degrees, from the prosecution 
of the Fisheries, in which seamen were 
trained, and hardy defenders nurtured. 

5. Resolved, That, reading this lesson aptly, 
the great commercial and political rivals of 
England—the United States and France— 
or many years, fostered their Fisheries by 
‘beral Bounties, and freely spent thair trea- 
re that they might recruit their Navy and 

+ .tend their mercantile marine. N 
6. Resolved, That by the aid of these 

3ounties, France and the United States 
1aintain on the Banks and Coasts of North 
.merica, 30,000 seamen respectively, which 
ther Power, in case hostilities impede, can 
all home to defend its National flag, and it 
ced were, launch against the power of this 
.mpire. 
7. Resolved, That without the aid of Boun- 
es, the Fisheries of British America have 

L.en prosecuted, and her marine interests 
1ave expanded, until her shores are peopled 
vith a hardy class of men, who consume, 
‘most exclusively, the manufactures of Eng- 
ad in peace, and who, in times of danger, 
wuld leap into, the shrouds of their National 
ips to defend the flag they reverence. 
i. Resolved, That the cession of the Aroos- 
k Territory, and the free Navigation of the 

. John, the right of Registry in Colonial 
its, and the free admission of the produc- 
ns of the United States into British Ame- 
a at Revenue Duties only, have been fol- 
‘ed by no corresponding relaxatios of the 
mmercial system of the United States 
‘ch would justify a further sacrifice of Colo- 

il interests. 
9° Resolved, That while more than one 
If of the sea coast of the Republic bounds 
ve States, whose laboring population can- 
be trusted upon the sea—the coast of 

. ‘ish America include a frontage upon the 
ean greater than the whole Atlantic sea- 
ard of the United States. The richest 
sheries in the world surround these coasts. 
.al, which the Americans must bring with 
em should they provoke hostilities, abounds 

it the most convenient points. Two milli- 
ons of adventurous and industrious people 
already inhabit these Provinces, and the 
Citizens of Halifax would indeed deplore the 
deliberate sacrifice of their interests, by any 
weak concession to a power which ever 
seconds the efforts of astute diplomacy by 
appeals to the angry passions—ihe full force 
of which has been twice on British Ameri- 
ca within the memory of this generation, 
and, in a just cause, with the aid of the 

rther country, could be broken agaiu, 
Mr Thomas Kinnear, merchant ; seconded 
se resolutions, and expressed a hope that 
«y would have the effect of preveating 
sty action by the British Government." 
Mr David Allison, merchant, deprecated 
¢ discussion at that time. He held in his 
dan address to the Representative of Her 
jesty in this province, which he would 
»mit for the adoption of the meeting— 
.e address was read,—and after pertinent 
narks from B. Wier, M. P. P., and the 
ovincial Secretary, strongly favourable to 
te course being pursued. 
Mr J. W. Johnston, M. P. P., rose and 

+ ‘pressed his acquiescence in the proceed- 
zs thus far. He, however, thought thata 
ong expression of the meeting should go 
the foot of the throne, He had prepared 
petition to Her Majesty which he would 
bmit to the consideration of the meeting. 
he petition was read, and atter a ‘modificati- 
y in the last clause, suggested by the Ion. 
seaker, who spokeat some length on the 
bject at issuef strongly in support of the 
ovement, was, together with the resolution 

wid address previously submitted, snanimous- 
ly passed. 
| Mr Allison's Address : 

To Eis Excellency Colonel Sur J. Gaspard Le- 
Marchant, 

Knight, and Knight Commander of the Or- 
ders of St. Ferdinand and of Charles the 
Third of Spain, Lienteaant Govenor and 
Commander in Chief in and over Her 
Majesty’s Province of Nova Scotia and its 
Dependencies, Chancellor of the same, 
&e. 

May it please Your Excellency,— 

We, her Majesty's dutiful and loyal sub 
jects, the Mayor and Aldermen of the City, 
and Representatives of the City and County 
of Halifax, respectfully request that your 
Excellency will be pleased to transmit, by 
this night's mail, to the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to be 
laid at the foot of the Throne, a dutiful and 
joyal Petition, unanimously adopted this day 
by a very large and influential meeting of 
our fs. és, held in the Province 

atl. . 

We also pray that the Resolutions, a copy 
of which is annexed, aud which were passed 
with equal unanimity, may be also forwarded 
to the Right Honorable the Colonial Secre- 
tary. . 

* This Petition, and these Resolntions, have 
been adopted in consequence of the alarming 
intelligence having been received, that nego- 
jiations are pending betwsen the British 

Government and the American Minister in 
London, for surrendering to tne Citizens of 
the United States the right of fishing or the | 
coasts and within the bays of the British 
North American Colonies, fiom which they 
are now excluded by the Cenvention of 1818. 
We entreat your Excellency, as the Queen’s 
Representative in this Province, to convey 
to Her Majesty’s Government, a strong re- 
monstrance against any such concession of 

fishing rights as appears to be contem- 
ated. 

+ The immediate departure of this mail will 
not permit our detailing all the disastrous 

results to be apprehended from the concessi- 
ons now required by the American Govera< 

ment, but we must beg that you will assure 
Her Majesty’s Ministers, that the information 
just received, has occasioned the most intense 

anxiety throughout the community, it being 

evident that our rights, once conceded, can 
never be regained. 
By the terms of the Convention of 1818, 

the United States expressly rznounced any 

right of fishing within three marine miles 

from the coasts and shores of these Colonies, 

or of entering their bays, creeks, and har- 

bors, except for shelter, or for wood and 

water. 
If this restriction be removed, it must be 

obvious to your Excellency, that it will be 

impossible to prevent the Americans from 

using our fishing grounds as freely as our 
own fishermen. 
They wiil be permitted to enter our bays 

and harbors, where, at all times, unless armed 
vessels are present in every harbor, they will 
not only fish in common with our own fish- 
ermen, but they will bring with them contra- 

band goods to exchange with the inhabitants 
for fish, to the great injury of colonial tra- 
ders and loss to the public revenue. The 
fish obtained by this illicit traffic will then be 
taken to the United States, where they will 
be entered as the produce of the American 
fisheries, while those exported from the Colo- 
nies in a legal manner, are subject to oppres- 
sive duties. 
We need not remind your Excellency that 

the equivalent said to have been proposed 
—that of allowing our vessels to fish in the 
waters of the United States—is utterly value- 
less, and unworthy of a mowment’s conside- 
ration. 
We would fain hope that the reports which 

have appeared in the public press respecting 
the pending negotiations between the two 
governments are without any good foun: 
dation. 
We cannot imagine that her Majesty's 

Government, after having taken prompt and 
decided measures to enforce the true con- 
struction of the treaty, will ever consent to 
a modification of its terms as will render 
our highly valued rights a mere privilege to 
be enjoyed in common ‘with foreigners. 
We therefore pray your Excellency to 

exert all yourinfluence to induce her Majes- 
1y’s Ministers to stay any further negotiati- 
ons on this vitally important question until 
the rights and interests of the inhabitants of 
this Province are more fully enquired into 
and vindicated. 

Halifax, 2nd September. 1852. 
Mr Jonhston’s Petition : | 

To the Queen's mest Excellent Majesty. 

The Humble Memorial of the undersigned 
Merchants and inhabitants of Halifax, and 
other parts of ag Scotia, convened at a 
Public Meeting held at Halifax on Thurs. 
day, the 2nd of September, 1852, 

Sheweth : . 
By the mail recently arrived from England, 

your memorialists have learned, with deep con- 

cern, that it isin contemplation-of your Majes- 
ty’s Ministers, to surrender to the UJ S. of 
America privileges of fishing on the coasts of 
your Majesty’s North American Colonies, to 
which, at present, your Majesty's subjects are 
alone entitled. 
Time is not afforded to enter at large on 

this subject, nor is it necessary. Repeatedly 
have the vital importance of these fisheries, 
and the necessity of preserving unimpaired the 
restrictions against encroachment by which 
they are guarded, been urged on the Imperial 
€qvernment. It was believed the time had 
long passed when a question conld be raised 

on either of these points. To stimulate Im- 

perial aid in protecting and maintaining 

acknowledged rights was all it was imagined 
that was required of the colonies, and they 
fondly trusted this consummation had been 
attained when, in the present season, your 
Majesty's war steamers came commissioned 
on this service. 

Little, may it please your Majesty, was it 
anticipated these were to be the precursors 

of a tensfer alike injurions and humilia. 
ting to your loyal colorial subjects, or for 

this aid that so large a price would be de- 
manded. 
May it please your Majesty, when the Uni- 

ted States, by the treaty of 1818, solemnly 
rerounced forever, the right to fish within 
three marine miles of the coast, bays, creeks 

or harbors, of certain portions of your North, 
American territory, the stipulation was nei- 
ther extraordinary or extravagant. Itis mat. 

terof common history that sea girt nations 
claim peculiar rights within a league of their 
shores.; and equally plain that, according to 
the maxims of international law, this claim 

is defined by lines drawn not only between 
the formations of bays, but from the headlands 
of indentations ef the coast. 
But had it been otherwise, the stipulation 

was part of a general treaty in which conces- 
sion on ene side may be presumed to have 
been compensated by concession on the other, 
and loss in one particular by gain in another; 
and the engagement was made in language, 

tuo explicit, and in terms too well under- 

stood, to admit the possibility of misapprehen- 
sion. 4 

Shall nations, may it please your Majesty be 
absolved from the obligation of their contracts, 
and complaints be respected when made by a 
people, which, between individuals, would be 
treated as peurile! 

If conciliation, irrespective of right, be the 
principle on which is to be whthdrawn the 
restriction against the entry of Americans into 
the bays and indentations of the coast to fish, 
limiting them alone to the distance of three 
miles from the shore, the concession of the 
privilege to fish within this latter distance 
must equally be granted,—as, indeed, has 
been already urged in the American Congress, 
—the restriction in both cases rests on the 
same authority ; and the concession in each 
would be demanded by the same principle. It 
may not be the province of your Majesty’s 
Colonial subjects to suggest how far such a 
principle is consistent with national honor 
and dependence ;—they have a right to 
pray that it be not carried out at their ex. 
pense. 
When the welfare ofthe Empire is snppo- 

sed to demand extensive alterations in the 
laws of trade and navigation, the peculiar in- 
terests of the Colonies are not permitted to 
disturb the general system, by the continu- 
ance of conflicting regulations, however ne- 
cessary, from long usage, and the competition 
of foreigners, more powerful and more foster- 
ed by their own Governments. 

In the present ease, the possession ta surren, 
der, is no offspring of artificial arrangements, 
falling with a coraplicated policy of which it 
formed g part. 

No, nay it please your Majesty, your loyal 
subjects in Nova Scotia raise their voice 
against the injury of an inheritance conferred 
upon your North American subjects by nature 
—connected with their soil by the laws and 
usages of nations—confirmed to them: by so- 
lemn compact ; and which practically enjoy: 
ed by them peculiarly, and as your other 
Majesty’s subjects cannot enjoy them, can be 
surrendered only at their extreme injury and 
great loss. 

Surely, may it please your Majesty, your 
loyal Colonial subjects have a right to ask 
for some better reason for this sacrifice of their 
peculiar right and interest than the demand 
of a foreign power—the aggrandizement of a 
foreign people, 

It is reported that the American Govern- 
ment, with characteristic diplomatic skill, 
have offered to concede a similar privi- 
lege on their own coast to return for that 
that they seek on the coasts of Buitish North 
America, N 
The proffered boon is valueless to the Co- 

lonists—they want it not. and would derive no 
benefit from it. The offer may deceive the 
uninformed, or it may afford an excuse to pal- 
liate the sacrifice of your Colonial subjects’ 
rights—i: may have been made by our saga- 
cious neighbors with this object—but to those 
who will suffer by the pretext, it is but the 
addition of insult 1o wrong. If rights so en- 
tirely Colonial, and so clear as this, are to be 
sacrificed to American influence, the Colo- 
nists should know it. Let them not, may it 
please your Majesty, be treated as children 
or imbeciles by nominally granting them a 
privilege which they know, and the Ameri- 
cans know, to be worthless, as an equivalent 
for which both equally know to be of incal- 
culable value. For let it not be urged upon 
your Majesty that what the Americans seek 
is of no value. Their earnestness is certain 
evidence to the contrary. 

It is, may it please your Majesty, of value; 
of great value in itself; of, perhaps greater 
value, still as the best—the only safe guard 
againsc violation of the restriction which 
prohibits the approach of the American 
fisherman within three miles of the shore. 

Your memorialists deprecate all negotiati- 
on—all compromise on the subject. The 

Americans will not—probably they cannot, 
grant an equivalent for the privileges they 
seek, and the only secunty for the Colonies 
is the entire abandonment of the present 
negotiations. 
Your Memorialists most earnestly intreat 

your Majesty that the existing fishery ves- 
trictions may be preserved in their letter, and 
that your Majesty's power may be put forth 
to prevent their violation. 
And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, 

williever pray, &c. 
After some remarks from Jobn Fairbanks, 

M. L. C., the meeting resolved, that the 
petition should be signed by the Mayor and 
Aldermen, and the Citizens generally, the 
former being constituted a Cemmittee to 
convey the papers to His Excellency Sir 
Gaspard Le Marchant. 

A vote of thanks was given to Vice Ad- 
miral Sir George Seymour for the prompt 
and energetic measures adopted by him in 

carrying out the instructions of her Majesty’s 

Government for the protection of the fish- 

eries on the coasts of these provinces; and 

that copies of the foregoing documents be 

forwarded to him. 

Numerous signatures were obtained to the 
petition. 

At 6 o'clock his Worship the Mayor and 
Alderman, the Recorder and City Clerk, and 

the Members of Assembly for the Town and 
County, waited on his Excellency. His Ex- 
cellency was most graciously pleased to re. 

ceive the address, the accompanying resoluti. 

ons and petition to be transmitted to her 

Majesty. His Excellency assured his Wor. 

ship, and the gentlemen associated, that 

he had not received one word officially 

in regard to the concessions spoken of, 

and enquired of his Worship the Mayor 

' what data existed for the conclusions nrirved 

at, 

Ehitor's Topartent, 
—— AAA ht he De AAAS 
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I'ue ALBATROSS.—Last week we an- 
nounced that this vessel had been with- 
arawn from the route on which she has 
been running, and was advertised to pro- 
ceed from New York to Australia. We 
are indebted to the Charlotietown Adverti- 
ser {or the following information respecting 
her, as well as of another enterprise, in 
which the proprietor of the Albatross has 
embarked. We think ‘it a much more 
judicious one than that which he hag 
abandoned. ! 

‘The magnificent steamship Albatross, as 
will be seen on reference to our advertising 
colamns, has been withdrawn from the Que- 
bec line, and placed by her owner, Captain 
Sleigh, on the Australian route. While we, 
in common with all classes of the eommunity 
must regret the loss to our town and Island 
of such a superb steamer calling at our 
shores; we cannot, however, refrain from 
congratulating her enterprising owner on the 
handsome amount he will likely realize by 
sending the Albatross to Australia, Above 
three hundred berths, we are intermed, are 
already engaged in New York, which, with 
her full complement of passengers, will rea. 
lise on her first trip above one hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars, Colonel Sleigh 
intends the Albatross to run, after her arrival 
in Australia, from. Australia to Panama, and 
vice versa—in connection with the English 
steamers to Chagres and Aspinwall, which 
is we understand a most profitable route. We 
are most happy to learn that the Captain 
will place a steamer on the Quebec route, of 
about four hundred tons burthen and one 
hundred and fifty horse power. She is now 
in Philadelphia and will be ready for the 
fall-business. 

The following letter from Captain Sleigh 
appears in Haszard’s Gazette. We are 
glad to perceive by its contents that he 
has not lost money by the speculation. 

Will you do me the favor to correct, thro’ 
the medimm of your valuable Journal, an error . 
into which the person who edits the Royal 
Gazette appears to have fallen, when he as- 
serts that I have sustained a heavy loss 
through the few experimental trips of the 
Albatross, 
As the expenses of the Albatross did not 

exceed three thousand dollars per month, 
and as I have run her on this route for not 
quite two months, at a cost of about six 
thousand dollars, and as during that period 
the grenter portion of the above has been re- 

' ceived in freight and passage money, you will 
permit me to convey to the well-informed 
source from whence I received the intima- 
tion of my heavy loss, that in future it might 
be as well, before giving currency to an er- 
roneous ‘report, to apply for correct informa- 
tion to those who know their own business 
far better than gossips, who make it a favo- 
rite pastime attending to the business of oth- 
ers which in no wise concerns thera. 
This is a maxim Which my first enter- 

prise in America has proven the correctness 
of, and which I would recommend for fre- 
quent re-perusal to the person who compiles 
the Gazette. 

Tur Rammway.—Under this head the 
St. John Courier has the following para- 
graphs ; 

Mr Archibald arrived in town on Thursday 

evening, and left again yesterday morning for 

the Acadian mines, at Annapolis, but will 

return on Tuesday to attend the meeting of 

the stockholders of the European and North 

American Railway Company. : 

Ve are informed thal Jackson, having 

completed his contract with the Canadian go- 

vernwent for the construction of the Canadi- 

an Railways, has proceeded on aitour thro’ 

Canada and the Western States. Mr Jacksop 

is expected to visit New Brunswick about 

the middle of this month, by which timp 

the Railway surveys will probably be so far 

completed as to enable him to estimate for 

the work. M 

We entertain a confident hope that from 

the very favorable character of the country 

through which the road has to be built, as 

well as the vast means at the command of 

‘the contractors, suck an estimate will be 

made as will meet the view of all interes 

ted. 

Tue Fisueries.—The following para- 
graph, copied from the Courier, afford some 

grains of comforts This is a question in 

which the inhabitants in this quarter are 

as deeply interested as in any section of 
the Provinces ; and it is surprising to us 
that they have not made a move to make 

their feelings and desires known in a pub. 
lic manner. 

- We learn from the best authority, that the 

report of the settlement of the Fishery ques- 

tion, in the way stated in some of ihe 
English papers, is incorrect. Itis probable 

that, for the present, the matter will be 

allowed to remain unsettled; but that the 
yights of the Provinces will be recognised in 

any arrangemet that may be agreed upon, we 
have good renson to expect. And for this. 

purpose, we understand, steps Lave already 
been taken by our Execiive. 


