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Miramicti Mecharics' Institute.

At the Annual Mecting of the above In-
stitution, held on the 26th April last, the
following Resoluion was unanimously
passed. _ ‘

REsorvep, That the President call on
Jastxs Carz, £sq., and request him to pub-
Lish in the Gleaner, the Lecture delivered

. by him ea closing the Instiute the past

season,
AMr President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

When your Committee, whose duly it
was 1o provide LECTURERS, weat round last
Fall, I promised to supply one Lecuire.—
Since that time, however, I have teen pre-
vailed on to appear before you no less than
1bree times.

Our President—Ladies and Gentlemen
—is a very worthy, excellent Gentleman ;
but he has one great fault ; he sets us a
bad precedent ; althougn well qualified he
will not lecture himself.  Ask him why ?
he will exclaim—Lectare! why I deli-
ver a litile Lectare or two. every Thorsday
evening, and all these little Lectures pui
together, make one long lecture, just as so
wapy picces or patches put togetier, make
one large Quilt or Coverled. :

But although our esteemed ' President
will not. ecture himself; he stands unrival-
1ed in the art of i3ducing 9|hers 10 lectur_e.
On my retura from Rnichlbuc_lo'aboul six
weeks ago, Mr President informed me
that there was no Lecturer for that even-
ing. Well, i said, itcan’t be helped.—
But it can be helped, said he; you are
one of the Committee to provide Leciurers,
and if you cannot find another,you must lec-
ture yourself.  What, said I, Leciure at an
hour's notice.  Give us an old one, said he,
and so ] did. Tdo hope that Mr Presi.
dent will be one of the Committes to pro-
vile Leciurers for next winier, becayse in
1hat case | will 1ake care that there be no
lack of Lecturers.

You will give us the closing Address,
won't you ? said Mr President, the other
day. Icannot, | really have not time to
prepare it, said [.  Pshaw ! nonsense ! It’s
an easy subjeet ; you're never at a loss;
saw that escape was
tiopeless ; I'll try said L.

In this way, Ladies and Gentlemen,
have I been prevailed on to address you
for a short time this evening, before clos-
11g the doors of the Tasiitute for the sea-
son'; but T assure you there is not a person
ia this community who has less time at
his disposal, for preparing Lectures, than [
have. Most ot the present Address has
heen writlen after office hours, and when
most of you were soundly locked in the
sweet embrace of Somnus. - This fact may
account for ir¢ hiiag, what you will find
it to be, a very sleepy affair.

Nir President, Ladiss and Gentlemen,

‘The progress of knowledge in all its va-
rious Departments, distinguishes the pre-
sent century, from every other period in the
Listory of mankiod, and whether that know-
ledge be considered in reference to the grea
achievements performed by the human
mind, or its influenceupon the warts of so-
«iety, it cannot {ail to excite your surprise.
When we compare the eendrion of the [n-
habitanrs of Great Britain, or civilized Ev-
rope and Ametica, with those of the Islands
of the Pacific Ocean, and such as are still
®ound by the ehzins of an ustamed barkar-
ity, we perceive what a wide distance,
buiogs of ihe same race, are seperated, in
their maral, civil, and intellectual’ conditi-
eos. Just in proportion as our enjoyments
exceed those of the ferocious Arab, prawl.
ing over the burning deserty or the [udian,
who seek repose o a bed of snow 350 are
we ind-bted to the a@equiremert of know-
ledge, for the comforts and luxuries we en-
Jov. {

Man, inan uncivilized state, is a savage ;
governed by the sudden imnu!se of a moment,
hie rashes into acts of horrid brutalily ; and
18 more 10 be feared than the loo of the
forest, or the venomous adder. He may
betiold and admire the beauties of cxternal
objects, acd pay his aduretion to a God,
made by bis own hands, but he perceives
not the proper use of any thing in ereation,

and is a stranger to all mntelleciual evjoy-| fort and safety,
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ment.  On the other hand, the man of an
enlightened mind, is conetantly. engaged in
applying every thing to seme definite pur-
pose. . Fo lessen his own, and ihe mser-
ies of others, and to increase the comloris
and eojoyments of life, are his aim ; and so
long as those objects are pursued, under the
direction of religion, they are most desers

knowledge of himself, and the materia)
world ; and if wruly wise, prepares for an
unchangeable and beiter swae of exit-
ence,

Like the radiant light of day, the gems
of knowledge, are now being diffused over
the darkest reireats of ignoraoce, and all the
civ.lized nations on earth, are vieing  with
each o:her, in efforts 1o withdraw the vcil,
that has so long shrouded the minds of the
many. A
- It would be intcresiing and instructive,
could we stop here, to trace mwan's progress
in intellectual pursuits,. We should find it
one of ups and downs ; of aliernzate clouds,
eclipses, and sunshine. The lamps of Li-
teraiure and Scieace, at one 1ime, burning
brightly, at anotaer flickering 10 the soeket,
and ready to expire. But as youriime will
no! Warrant even a ronping comment on
g0 lengthy a sutject. I shall confine myself
more paruicalarly to the period which elap-
sed swnce the origin of Mechanics’ Insti-
tutes.

Weare indebted to the genius and phi-
lantrophy of Professor Jonn Anderscn, - the
founder of the famous Institution in Glas-
gow, knowa as the Andersonian College,and
10 bis friend and lellow Professor,the talented
and eloquent Dr Berbick, for the formation
of the first Mechavics’ Institue,

These Insiiintes had  their origin in
Glasgow, nbou: the begioning ol the pre-
sent ceutury ; und it is astonishing whut a
variety of objections were at first urged
agaiost them. Some ohjecied to them on
the ground, that they excluded religious
instructin ; others, because of 1he danger
of religious discussion being allowed to
creep in, and thus engender infidel princi-
ples; While a thud pany boldly pro-
claimed their aversion to {hem, on the
ground that the informa:ion furnished by
them was of a shallow, superficiil kind ;
and upon the trite axiom of Pope, that a
‘¢ lit/le learcing is a dangerous thiag,” they
predicted that Mechanics” Institutes would
prove dangerous things. Thus arguing
Just as [ should do, were Ito Uy (0 con-
vince you that darkness was preferable 1o
the li2bt of these lamps, because that light
isnot so brilhiant as the light of the sun,
or that total darkness was prelerable 1o
moop-light, hecause that hizht was less lu-
minous than that of the day. “The -
umphant suceess, however, which lLas
everywhere crowned the working of Me-
chanies’ Institutes, has long since silenced
all ohjections raised againsi theny, and they
are now allowed to be one of the most
efficient agents of 1he day, for the dissemi-
nation of correct knowledge.

Duriog no period in the history of our
race, have the Arisand Sciences made such
progress, as during the present . ecentury.
Great Britamn—supteme m almost eve'y
thing that tends to exalt humanity—~has giv-
en gratitying proof ol her titie 10 supremacy;
not only by the number and nature of her
recent discoveries, but by the application of
these to the ordinary purposes of life, Dur-
ing that period, she has converted her terri-
tories, upon which the sun never sets, into
displays of her genius, and covered the Globe
with the triumphs of ber skill and inge-
auity.

Nor is the progress of the Arts and Sci-
ences eonfinad to Great Bivain,. The inge-
euity of man 1s fast acquiring a mastery
over the elements of nawre cverywhere,
Space is rapidly beaing annihilated.  Two
words in our language—iiil lately under-
stood, and full of meaning—have now be-
come obsolete, and might as well be bloied
out of the dictionary. ‘L'ne one is distance,
the other is miles. Suppose, Mr President,
that yoo have a friend whom you wish to
visit, at 50 miles distance, and that I have a
friend whom 1 wish to visit, at 500 miles
distance ; and suppose that between me
and wy friend, there intervene a line of
Railway, the fact 1s, I eould visit my
friend 1n as litile tame, s you could visi

vour fiiend, and with much. greater coi-
What ts the use, then, of

ving of his labour. He thusariives at some

talkig of miles or distance?  The ques-
von ig, how long time will it ocenpy 1o, visit
our respective iriends, and the answer will
be the same in both cases. Suppose again,
Mr President, that you havea friend with
whom you wish to correspond, at 10.miles
distance, and that I have a friend with
whom I wish 10 correspond at 10,000 wiles
distance, and suppose that between me and
my friend, there iutervenes a line of Electric
Telegraph ; but between you and your
friend no such line intervenes ; tae fact is
[ could correspond with my iriend, though
10,000 miies away, as speedily as you
could correspond with your friend, though
only 10 mites away. Whnat is the use then
of talking of miles or of distance in such
cases { These words ave really no mean-

Ling now a days. \

Even here, in this out-of-the-world,
snowy land ol trees, we have shared in .the
triamphs of Science. 20 vears ago four, and
often six months were necessary 10 convey
2 message 10 and from Ameriea and Eng-
land, Sinze the era at which the Cunard
line of Steamers began 10 ply, it would seem
as if the Sister Isles had broke Joose from
their ancient moorings, and had drilted ,.car-
er_our shaves, for one mon:h now amply
suffices for this purpose, and when that gi-
gantic raisbow-line of Electric. Telegraph
shall have been completed, which is to con-
vect the Old aud New Cuntinents, comples
ted it will be, just as sure as we occupy this
Hall then may we enjoy a confab with
friends in England, Enn-go-Braugh, or
Auld Scetia dear, any day or bour we
choose,

Tam no prophet, Sir, nor the son of a
prephet, but | frarlessly venture to predict
that before ten years shall have elapsed (un-
less war, or some suen ewrse oceur. to pre-
veniit} it will occupy less timeto commu-.
nicate with a friend at the Antipodes ; or
in other words, 1t will oceupy less time to
convey a message a- distauce equal to the
circumference of our Globe, than it required
in Professor Anderson’sday, to send a mes-

gage to a neighbouring town. Now, a very |

interesting enquiry here forces itsell upon
us. ltis abis. To what is this mighty
march of iniellect, this rapid progress in
Arts and Scionces aitiibuiable. ' 1s it 0
more general diffusion of the Roman aud
Greecian ethics; or a greater or growing in-
timacy with the Greek and Roman classics ?
T'his idea is very prevalent indeed, n propo-
silion purporting to sustain a doctrine some-
whing like this, has been gravely propound-
ed trom 1his platform, more than ‘once.
Bat I think it would not be very difficult
to prove to you, thatinstead of the swudy of
Greek and Latin having accelerated, it has

'areatly retarded the progress of knowledge,

durlog the peiiod under consideration,

I must mot be understood as having'

any controversy with those who conscien-
dously differ from me in opinion, respecting
the advaitages to be derived froma know-
ledge of Greek and Latine Such persons
have a perfect right 1o express their bonesi
convietions on the subject: Ho have 1.
And although I differ from them on this
point, 1 respeet their opinions—beeause
conseientions—and trust they wil! respect
mine. Jtisin thisway,o r by hearing hoth
sides ofany proposit:on. that we are euabled
to discover wvpon which side the truth
lies.

Normust I be undersioed as being averse
toa complete elassical Education.  Our Jan-
guage being a compound language, or
a language derived from o'herlanguages
such as the Hebrew--(Greel— Laiin-=
French—ard many othess—the greatir it
timacy we can have with all these lan-
guages the more correctly wi'l we compre-
bend our. own. But in unless in cases
where  parents have it in their power, 1o
give each of their sons a thorougl) elassi-
cal education, and cxcept in easts where
these sons are 1o fill professional stationg,
orsiations in life where they will bhave lei-
sure to prosecuie or put in practice such
iearving, it will be found that the loss of the
many years of iheir existence spent ai col-
lege, will be but poorly repaid by the value
of ihe knowledge  attamed.

But to procecd,—1t wiil be granted haf
not more than one tenth part of the parents
of thesel'rovinees, or indeed, of parents
anyshere, are in circumsianeées 1o send
their sons to schoul for a fopger period thar

from six to eight years, Now, these six

COMMERCIAL AND AGRICOLTURAL JOURNAL.

NEC NOSTER VILIOR QUIA EX ALIENIS LIBANUS U4 APEs, [Comprised 13 Vol

TN T AN

e e PN

NO. 20

v - l-_-“—‘ = !

to eightyears, the first haif at least is oe-
cupied in learning to read, write, and cy-
pher ; but reading, writing, aud cphering
are not knowledge, they are only the means
by which we are enabled to acquire know-
ledge.. Neither is the bare earning  to
translate Latin and Greek, knowledge < of
itself.  Ttis merely one of the means by
which we are enabled to acquire a know-
ledge of the style and  sentiments of Gre-
cian and Roman authors. I shall net stop
lo.nexpose the absurdity of u boy, bare-
ly capable of reading or understanding the
English language, a boy still, as it were, in
the buby clothes of learning, a1tempting to
master the Greek and Roman classies, in
‘three years. - oniy assert, that although

went 1o school six years previously, and
although I fiught with these classies; for
three times three years, instead of master-
ing them, hey fairly mastered me.

But letus pars on 10 ascertain what is
the most desirable knowledge, Now, 16 be
answered correctly, this question: must be
answered according 10 the circumstances of
the person answering it. Well, [ will b that
person. I .can only afford to give my sons
we will euppose, six or «igh t years school-
ing. [ say. sons, because 1 happen to “be
one of those who view it as unfair, unjust,
to make one of my sens a Scholar at the
expense of: Liis brothers; one a gentle-
man while the others are lefi 10 dig their
way through life, as hewers of wood, and
drawers of water, and all this that [ may
boast of having w my family a gentleman.

My sons having already spent the first
trree or four years of ther school-go-
ing days in learuing o read, write, and cy-
pher ; the question which I am now called
upon to answet, is this, (and a very impor-
tant question it is), what kind of know-
ledge will be most profitable to my sons,
when they come to act their parts in the
greatarena oflife. Recauseto the atiainment
of this knowledge mv sons should apply
tkemselves, during the remaining years they
are tobeatsehool,

Now, do you believe that a smattering
of Greek and Latin, suel ds they could sc-
quire in three or four years, or such as
would“enable them, with the aid ofa Lexe
tcon and Latin Dictionary, to translate at
a seting, a page or o of Cornelivs Me-
pus, Horace, Virgil, or Homer, would be
such knowledge - ‘or do you not' ra:hee
think that the study of Physiology, that
is, the study of themselves, their physical,
maral “and ‘intellecrual constitution s the
history of their owa and éther countrics,
Natural Philosphy in its fullest meaning,
and the study of the Scievices would be
more likely to prove advantageous (o them.

1'do et wish to liide the treth, that it
the question under eonsideration, had been
asked ‘half a céntory age, it wonld have
been‘answered by alarge majority in favor
of Greckand Lattn.  Tndeed 1n many nooks
and coruers of my native land, the futiqua-
ted idea siill prevails, that unless a youog
man have devoted the best yvears of his
life, towhe study of Greek avd Latin, he
should not be esteemed what was called a
good seholar, or qualificd o' fill any office
of areat trust or emaolument 3 but if siadled
with those, as cooks siuff 'gecse with  sea-
soning, vo matter’ though s igtorant as
Padas the Indian, of Limself, and the niture
and properties of every objeztin ‘erestion,
such a youth must needs be looked gp to as
a prodigy of learniog. . Now, the reason of
tiis ig easily explained: Mhie Greeks and
Lomans, you know, were the earliest naij-
ons that awained to a bigh digree: of eivili-
zZation.

Juring the long pericd that clapeed be-
tween 600 years betore the Christion cra,
and 400 years after it (say 1,000 years),
there' lived in the Swids ‘of Bome ard
Greece, many distinguiched readonors on
the nature and'destiny of man 3 wimy crg-
tors, poets, sculmurw, and '3 torians, with
others remarkuble fof 'the elevaion ord
rcfinenent ot their semtiments ; Lut it was
so ordered by Providence, that dwine the
Ath and 5th cevtunes the Romon Lopice
was invaded and overrun by b rdes of hare
barians from the noriiof Fuigje. 4 lorg
night' of iatellectual darknies &y
this period, during which thy jaueveo
and fiferalure of Greece o6 Rime ¢
lost o' the world,” "Atlene!l, Lowiver. e
vilization again dowied, whese 8 had - es.

ur Ialy,” Thémanuscipis of



