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THE BREAKFAST PARTY. 
‘BY MiSs HW. M. RATHBONX 

9.4 cmarTER 11. 
¢ Yes, and for many months her strength 

kas go evidently been declining, that 1 have 
felt anxious that she should try a little porter 
eyery day—you do not: think it objectionable 
doyou? * 1? how can 1 have an opinion on 
the subject, my dearsir? and if your daugh- 
ter he really out of health, I would strongly 
recommend, your consulting one of our best 
physicians immediately; and should the ex- 
pense; as I fear, be any ebject, you must al. 
low me to have the pleasure of sending my 
owa medical attendant to see her! For a few 
moments every one was. silent, from sheer 
rerplexity, what to say or do next, and then 
{r Gardiner said ata venture, * Are you Dr 

Harrison, sir 9" id 51 Suntead k 
21 Un physician, my dear sir; what could 
indnce you to suppose me one’? 

* Good Gracious, « father ! pray read this 
wote immediately which a boy ‘bas just 
brought, said Charles, putting one into Mr 
Gardwer's hands which contained these 

¢ Dear Mr Gardiner,—An unforseen and 
veryiwporlan: engagement has prevented my 
being able to breaklast with you us was pro- 
posed this morning, and [fear you may have 
waited for me. 1 shall, however, hope to see 
your sister, in whose case I feel much inter 
ested, in the course of the day; aud believe 
me always very faithfully yours, 

SoS Ranpary Harrison. 
THe strangergnest had drawn his chair be- 

side’ Mrs Donovan, saying it was quite time’ 
they entered upon ‘the necessary. acrange- 
ments for her mother's ‘comfort, hea Mr 
Gardiner, having shown Dr Harrison's noie to 
his daughter, requested the stranger 10: read! 
it, and then said, * Uatil this moment I’ and 
my tamily have supposed you to be Dr. Har- 
rison, who had, as you see, engaged to break- 
fast with us to-day, previous to a consulta 
tion with him respecting my danghter’ health. 
His person atid indeed his name were both uns 
kuown to us, his generous proposal having 
been made through others; and whoever yon 
are, I therefore venture to hope you will not 
be offended by the mistakes into ‘which ‘we 
have this been unconsciously betrayed! The 
stranger looked astonished at this'explanation | 
and afters moment's thoughtful pause, he ask- 
ed Mrs Donovan what was her name, and on 
hearing it exclaimed, ¢ Really it_is forme to 
apolog)te for having trespassed so unwarrants 

ly upon the hospitality of perfect strangers. 
Thad fixed to breakfast this morning with the 
mairied daughter of my old foster nurse, who 
lives in Derbyshire ; and until now, 1 conelu- 
ded Mrs Donovan (ob be this. married daugh- 
ter, Whom I had.never seen since she was a 
mere child. She had pressed me particular- 
Jy to bring Lady Harriet, and as my daughter 
seldom deserts me, we agreed to go together, 
and set out for a house in this neighbourhood, 
1o whose description assure you, yours tai- 
lies exactly, and my business was to ‘alter 
some arfangements regarding my old nurse, 
whose declining years seem, from whatT near, 
to'vequire increased comforts, though,” he ad- 
ded; with ‘a smile, * I trust 1 may still find 
her able to thread a needle Withou? specta- 

_ “May I then inquire whom a poor despised 
srtist has had the honour of receiving ! said 
Mr Gardiner. 3 : 

© +* That you have a full right to know, and I 
trast you will nat refuse to ratify an acquaiat- 
ance, which, to me, at least, has commenced 
0 auspiciously. ' [ am commonly called Lord 
Scarborough, and this is my daughter, Lady 
Harriet Greville, who will, I'am sure, equally 
with myselt, wish to improve her acqiaint- 
ance with our gentle little hostess.’ 

CHAPTER 11. 

A faw words more of mutual explanation 
passed, and’ nothing could exceed the ready 
kinduess with which Lord Scarborough en. 
denvoured to do away with the uncomfortable 
eabarrassment, under which the Gardiners 
laboured. He seemed in no hurry to leave 
them, sad with a delicacy as soothing as it 
was encouraging, he showed by his conversa- 
tion that be now looked vn his new acquaint- 
auces us superior i1 mental acquirements and 
manners than the family with whom, Ye had 
hitherto suppysed himself associated, whilst 
he owned that there interest in the fino arts 
und general tone of conversation had greatly 
sueprised him.” Finding that Mr Gardiner's 
five years slavery to the C————— Theatre 
had recently ended, and that he only waited 
for a good opportunity, to resume his former 
profession as an historical painter, the Earl 
asked tosee his latest designs, and expressed 
bimseitso much pleased, with a spiritual 
drawing of the aged Priam supplicating 
Achilles for the body of his son Hector, that 
Io ordered a large oil picture fiom it, desiring 
the aitist would name his own price, and 
giving permission, for its appearing at the ex- 
‘®ibition before being transferred to G— 0 
House. Mi’ Gardener was so completely over- 
wheimed, he could make no articulate reply; 
&v to reiieve him, Lord Scarborough turned to 
“Mary and jestingly asked ner what she would 
like to do. She replied, with grave simplici 
tv, *T have. been ased to help my father, sir. 

LT a — EE — as 

obliged to introduce in some scenes, but'—and 
her colour ‘deepened: could I choose my 
work, I would rather sing than draw a great 
deal! The Earl desired her to point out some 
of her handiwork, and she showed him an ivy 
wreath mixed with clematis, which he prais- 
ed highly, and said, * but you have not your 
father’s genius, | see; your powers rather lie 
in the delmeation of elegant forms on a small 
scale, and I think you do this se well, that | 
think I could procure you immediate employ. 
‘ment, in Messrs Gladstone and Fosters por- 
celain works. Furst, however, you must see 
Dr. Hariison, if indeed he does not turn out 
to be an imaginary individual of the Harris 
genus; and now mind you come up to 
G~——— House to morrow, and tell my 
daughter, what he says, and if he pronounces 
ou in a state to wo:k, I will write at once to 
r Gladstone. Remember, we shall expect 

to see you in good time, as we keep early 
{hours Lord Scarborough then took a most 
polite and cordial farewell of his host's fami- 
ly, assuring young Donovan he would not 
lose sight of him, and before he quitted the 
house, he wrote a note te the imperious ma- 
nagers of D—————"Theatre, begging bim to 
allow Charles Gardener a fair opportunity of 
testing his powers asa comic actor. Accom- 
panied by heartfelt though nearly silent bless- 
ings, he and Lady Harriet departed, leaving a 
very truly happy family group behind them, 
whilst the sweet dawn of hope, semed to have 
already brought a faint tinge of rose into 
Mary’s pale cheeks. Dr. Harrison came in the 
alternoor, a tall, buily, black haired individu- 
al, who seemed an almost laughable contrast 
to the Earl, yet in his own way he was quite 
as kind and very skillful. After a few search- 
ing questions, put in the most rapid possible 
manger, he rose to go. and shaking hands 
with Mary, her aunt, and her lather, as fast 
as he could turn from one 10 the other, he 
called eut from: the doorway—' Good bye, 
good bye, there's nothing at ‘al! the matter 
with my geatle little patient; she's thin, see 
that you give her plenty of nourishing food. 
and she'll soon mend of that ailment; she's 
low, take care and let her have recreation 
combined with regular moderate employment, 
and her depression will be all gone in less 
than a month ; and take a pleasant abode in 
some healthy neighbourhood, and then see if 
she does not grow fat, fair, and handsome in 
six weeks’ time. When you have complied 
with my directions,—and mark me, there 
must be no delay int carrying them out—why 
then it she's not well I'il come ‘and dose her 
with black dranghts three times a day; good 
bye, good bye to ye! In another moment his 
foot had touched the step of his carriage, and 
the chariot was driving, rapidly down the 
street, 

Mrs Donovan smiled, but no one spoke, 
for Mary, though hopeful for the future, was 
vexed that conditioes zo formidable had been 
proposed in the hearing of her poverty strick- 
en father; and Mr Gardiner was himsell en- 
gaged in silently ruminating how he should 
accomplish the main part of the prescription 
relating to an more airy, and therefore, ‘alas! 
a moreexpensive dwelling, But these fears 
were all set at rest by an enclosure of a £100 
from Lord Scarborough, which was delivered 
that same evening, accompanied by a kind 
uote stating he had remitted the first instal- 
ment of his payment for the picture of Priam 
and Achilles, thinking it might be useful to 
Mr Gaydiner., The next day, Mary, attired in 
her neatest garb, set out for G——House, 
with Mrs Donovan, who only stayed to see 
her admitted, and told her niece she would 
call for her again in an hour to take her home. 
Mary was shown into a small, tastetully fur- 
nished drawing room, where her delighted eye 
fell upon a large stand of rare, fragrant, and 
exquisitely lovely flowers, amongst which 
canaries were flitting to and fio, warbling a 
few sweet notes whenever Lady Harriet spoke. 
This lady gaily welcomed her pale little visi- 
tor, and baving soon ascertained Dr. Harri. 
son's opinion, she rang for refreshments, and 
sportively insisted on Mary's instantly obey- 
ing the physician's orders, as she placed a cup 
of hot cocoa and a plate of sandwiches beside 
her. The shy visitor felt ashamed at the idea 
of eating in such company, but she was very 
tired by her long walk, and so excessively 
hungry and having once begun, she did not 
to Lady Harriet's delight, and her own shame, 
stop till she had finished the whole plateful 
of bread and ham. Another half hour had 
passed only too quickly, and he was begin- 
ning to think it must be time to go, when the 
Farl came in with arother gentleman, and 
told her he bad not forgotten her fondness ‘or 
singing, and that this friend of his would be 
‘able to judge whether it would be worth while 
for her to study music prefessionally. He did 
not say, what however was really the case, 
that kis own quick ear had been much strock 
the day before with the quality of her voice, 
even in speaking ; nor were his benevolent ex- 
pectations disappointed when her strong inter- 
est in the subject helped Mary to forget herself 
and permitted the powers of het voice 10 dis- 
play themselves. She had sung more or less 
trom her infancy, and having listened to man 
good performers when engaged in her theatri. 
sal characters. she knew what she was about 
pretty wall, and put her whoie soul into one 
of her favourite ballads, * On the banks of 
Allan water! The musieal, beli-like tone of 
thrilling, liquid voice that went to the soul, 
uuited to great flexibility, considerable com- 
pass, and a very correct ear, caused the Earl's 
Italian Iriend, himself an eminent singer, to 
clap his bands, and prophecy fame, fortune 
and brilliant success to the pale little maiden, 
who listened with suspended breath to his 
oracular judgement, and then bursting into a 
violeat fit of irrepuessible weeping, hid her’ 

tu colvwiingt he foliage and fuowecs he was head on the sofa and sobbed without (estraint. 

"Achilles was exhibited, and the beautiful re- 

J | everwhelmed her with a storm of applause 

Gently did Lady Harriet soothe the agitated 
girl, whiist she belped her to put ou her walk= 
Ing things, and judiciciously interposed to 
prevent Ler from being luither overpowered 
by the ariangements for her future instruction 
into which the Italian end Lord Scarborough 
where both impatient to enter. Such were 
the first fruits occurred to the artist's family 
through the strange accident of the memorable 
breakfast party, and very briefly must’ we 
chronicle the after progress of events. Whilst 
receiving the necessary musical education, 
Mary obtained profitable employment at the 
porcelain manufactory, tor which her natural 
delicacy of taste, and long practice under ber 
father, had well fitted her ; and her dearly lov- 
ed, handsome brother rose rapidly in the line 
he had so long desired to tread, and having an 
admirable debut in the difficult part of sir 
Fretful Plagiary, he was at ence engaged ata 
salary of £3 a’week, and seemed as happy as | 
theday was long. The artist and bis ungainly, 
intelligent nephew pursued a quieter yet not 
iess happy career. : ; 
Cheered by the society of his sister, Mrs 

Donovan, his health renovated by, removing fo 
the breezy site of Hampstead, and his genius 
iostered by liberal discriminating patronage, 
his right band resumed mote than its former 
cunning ; and when his picture of Priam and 

presentation of in its back grounds was 
Jiscovered to be a stiitking likeness of Lady 
Harriet Greeville, he at once tuok his placein 
the highest ranks of celebrated artists, the 
young, the fashionable, the graceful besieging 
him in crowds, in oider to have their likeness- 
es transmitted to admiring posterity. Edward 
Donovan's rough but masterly sketch of the 
bacchante group received the prize of a silver 
medal, and he was then bound apprentice to 
an eminent engraver, whilst he supported 
himself by illustrating children's books, thus 
owing his subsistence to the energy and per- 
severance with which he had practised draw- 
ing during those early years when unstimulat- 
ed by any prospect of a metropolitan career. 
Once Mrs Donovan proposed to take a house 
for herself and Ned, but her brother would 
not listen to the scheme, declaring he needed 
thesolace of her company the more that Mary 
was doomed to spend the next twelve months 
at Dresden, uader the tuition of some famous 
master. - The widow accordingly agreed to 
remain with him, though her heart was often 
heavy when she looked on the emaciated, 
awkward form and melancholy face ol her 
affectionate, unattractive son, and wondered 
why he alone, talented and excellent as he was, 
should thus seem miserable amidst worldly 
prospects so satislactory, and living amongst 
loving relatives. 
A year later and Mary returned to Eugland 

in the full bloom of youthful chaims, and the 
time had come when she was to make her 
public appearance al a grand concert in Exe- 
ter Hall. Occupying conspicuous places, sat 
her father, aunt, and brother; and Lord Scas- 
borough and his beautiful daughter were also 
present, with a large circle of noble friends, 
all anxious to hear the new singer of whom 
the report spoke so highly. Edward Denovan 
was alone absent, having been sent on a mis. 
sion into - Nottinghamshire by his employer. 
The decisive moment arrived, and uriversal 
applause greeted the elegant young girl who 
timidly curtseyed to the assembled audience 
and received her roll of music fiom the tenor 
singer with whom she wasto sing a duet from 
‘ Gazza Ladra,’ whilst the band began its soft 
harmonious accompaniments. But to the dis. 
may of all her friends Mary s courage failed ; 
she saw her father and Charles, and knew the 
Earl and Lady Harriet were present, and her 
voice throughout the duet sounded so muiky, 
that on the conclusion of the piece she was 
led off with prophecies of failure on all hands 
ringing in herears. Very soon it became her 
turn to' give an empassioned solo, and this 
time she stood alone before the crowded sea 
of human faces. Not a tiaceof colour tinged 
her own, and her first notes were low and 
trembling, and heragitated father said it was 
all over, and that it was a great pity she had 
appeared a second time. At that moment 
Edward Donovan, heated and jaded, came in 
having just arrived in town and not having. as 
he afterwards conressed, tasted food for a 
whole day and night. He was quickly told 
of their fears respecting Mary, and in his 
despair he siood up in his place, and gazed at 
her quivering figure and listened to her murky 
notes he well-nigh groaned aloud.  Fortu« 
nately she happened to raise her eye, and 
meeting his wild gaze of mingled love and 
agony, tbey acted like an electric shock. The 
bright red crimsoned her cheek, her eye kin- 
dled, her voice forgot its diguisings, und in 
rich mellow tones its magnificent cadence 
filled the great hall her every word accen- 
tnated so perfectly, that the softest notes never 
broke the thread of sentiment conveyed by 
the poet, and the highest tones never degene- 
rating into satillness. Twice was the splen- 
did solo raptaronsly encoided; and so it con- 
tinued throughout the concert, every piece she 
sang; being repeated at least twice—and the 
delighted audience calling for her at the close 

that nearly deafened the fair young singer, 
whose brilliant success had thus, in one short 
hour, placed her at the head of female per- 
fermers. That might the dark: piercing eyes 
of Edward Donuvan beamed as they used to 
do in former limes, for that evening he dared 
to hope tbat Mary Gardiner might look 
with favour on the suit of her ungainly cousin, 

If the springs put forth no blessems, in 
summer there will be ne beauty, and 1a au. 
tumn ao huit. So, if youth be trifled away 
without improvement, riper years wil be 

: Fiom the London Working Man's Friend. 

JOHN HAMPDEN. 

Tux principal events in the life of John 
Hampden are of course familiar to the mujo- 
rity of our readers—we having given a some- 
what lengthy account of both’ the man and 
his times in'an early number of the Workin y 
Vian's Fiiend. The statue of ‘thé patriov 
Hampden’ by Mr. Foley, is one of the most 
interesting of those in the New Hauses of 
Parliament, not only for its associations with. 
the place, but also on account of its artistic 
excellence as a great historial portrait. A 
very brief resume of the life of this great man 
may not, however, be out of place—the maw 
especially as we cannot refer to him or his 
times without acknowledging the importance 
of the principles for which be and his com pa- 
triots struggled against King and court, 
John Hampden came of an ancient and neo- 

ble family in Buckinghamshire, and was bom 
at, London in the year 1594. Atan eaily age 
he entered as n commoner at the Unversity 
of Oxford, which ancient seat ot leaining he 
left for the study of she law, and tor a short 
time studied at one of the inns of court. The 
death of his father, however, put him in pos. 
session of an ample estate, and ho retired in 
his country seat in Buwekinghamshire with. 
the intention of pursuing the quite career of 
a country gentleman. Events, however, o¢- 
cured which roused up within him all the 
energies of his mind, and called him from his. 
paterral acres, like another Cincinnati, to lake 
partin a great political struggle. 

In 1626 he entered the House of Commons, 
and at once attached himself to the popular 
party, Cousin-german to. Oliver Eromwell, 
he could not look calmly on the wsurpations 
of Charles ; and thus it was that he had soon 
to undergo the ordeal of a government pros- 
cution for opposing the illegal impost of skip. 
money. Though he lost the cause—whieh 
he detended in person against the Crown law-: 
yera for twelve days—his adherence 10 the 
popular side gained for him. the applause of 
the people and the hatred of the court. His 
defeat, though it was hailed as a great vietory 
by the court, was considered as nd small tri- 
umph by his party, because by it they weie 
enabled 10 take a certain position’ in releresce 
to the question which they had not hitheris 
assumed. Tr is said that both: Cromwell and! 
Hampden contemplated emigrating to Ame- 
tiea after the trial, but that an order in council’ 
prevented their departure. As it was, the 
court gained in these two men two of theig 
most inveterate opponents. Henceforth, 
Hampden took an active pe in the contest 
between the king and the parliament ; and 
when at last an appeal was made to arms, he 
joined the Karl of Essex in opposing the mis-- 
guided monarch. 5 AOI6E 1 
The history of the Long Parliament, and 

the issue of the struggle between the Round. 
heads and Royalists, 1s knewn to every child 
in Great Britain. In that struggle Hampden 
fell—too brig for his country’s good, but not 
too early for his own fame, op Rupest 
coming suddenly upon the parliamentary for- 
ces, near Thame, in Oxfordshire, Hampden 
eagerly headed a few horse soldiers that were 
rallied in haste, and in the skirmish that ew- 
sued received a wound in the shoulder which 
proved fatal, After lingering in great. agony: 
jain days; he expized on the 24th of June, 

His death, while it threw bis party into. 
consternation and dismay, was looked’ upon: 
by the adherents of the Crown asa 1ea) tri- 
umph; lor they feared a man of so much elo- 
quence, bravery, firmness, moderation, and 
good sense. Of the questions which agitated’ 
men's mind in those dave, aud the feelings 
which prompted their actions happily little 
but the histosy remains. ‘Vime, the leveller 
and consoler, has enabled us to look with 
cooler judgment and clearer. vision on the 
great events in which our forefathers wee 
engaged; and in this day we may congrata. 
late onrselves that the stern uncompromising 
principles of Cromwell und his parliament, 
rendered all future antagonism bet ween cout 
and people, all misunderstanding about ‘royal 
prerogative, and ‘popular rights,’ for ever um- 
necessary. With the liberty which we, in 
this year of grace, enjoy under the sway of a, 
beloved Queen, we cannot well understand, 
or perhaps even sympathise with, the nnyield- 
ing character of the political crisis which pro- 
duced such a man as the Patriot Hampden. 

From Hogg's Edinburgh Instructor. 

CAN INSECTS TALK. 

Tuis may indeed seem a strange questhon 
to those who would limit the meaning of tha 
word to the capability of expressiug ideas by 
means of articulate sounds; nevertheless, 3 
little reflection will convince any ous whe is 
conversant with the habits of these creatures, 
that, though they have no tongues, they eas 
express lhemselves in some a or other 
with most miraculous organ.’ Various ex- 
beriments might be quoted in proof of this 
assertion ; let us, however, select one of two 
which seem to leave no room for dispste 
about the matter. Any one who finds hiv. 
self in the vicinity ofan ant’s nest, may soon 
be convinced that these industrions little la- 
bourers are by no means destitute of the 
power of communicating information fo each 
other relative to the affairs of their common= 
wealth, Let him, for example, place a heap. 
of food in the neighbourhood of the ant-hill, 
und watch the proceedings of its inmates, A 
short time will probebly elaspe before the 
discovery of the treasure, but at length some. 
wanderer. in his morning's ramble, has the 
good fortune to stumble upon it. Whut does 
be do? He does not, like an isolated indi. 

contemplible and old age miserabl, vidua}, incapable of asking for assisimace, 
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