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Kejur, dynasty, had large basketfuls of the
eyes ‘of his enemies presented to him afier his
aceessiob to the throne !’

i

- Conmunirationg,

it
a4l PUBLIC MATTERS.
To the Etﬁi‘OT of the Gieaner,
’§ji,—-ﬂa's' it never occurred to you, . that
there is someihing at variance with- civila-
tlon,, that a.man, should be-imprisoned like
a brute beast, and for noother eause than
that«it . hes been his' raisfortune’ to be
unable.to Pay his DeBTs, and all perhaps to
gratify the malicious spleen of ‘a vindiciive
- creditor” * A gaol is no*place o pay a debt
- Is it ot cruel, 'T'ask then, to force a
mafl from his family, 'who may be depend-
ing_on ‘his daily, ,la{mu,r for,.supaurt ; . and
yet we._find, ;ﬁgqu; oceurs...-Knglishmen
take credit to themselves forhaving: ban~
ished instrwments of torture from- their
happy land § alas:! he' thav has obseryed
the: secrets of “a. prison,  well know ' ‘that
there ‘i8'more ' torture ‘in the ‘finzering “ex-
istence of a Debtor immured withi iis
walls, ‘i the” silent, ‘intqlerable. hours he
spendsthere, than is to be found in. whips
or*tacks. Is this a land of libertys when
hundreds languish in prison;? . Go and wisit
them ; witnessiheir unwholesemreness, their
filth and:misery, and after thatj show' me
the/man shameless enough to saya feilow |
creature should beput to gaol for ‘debt.
But while‘I write thus, I'seck hot (o e’
friud the Creditor out of his just righis.
The law ' is equally* wrotg ‘on the part,of
the Creditor, | Ifa Creditor ¢an make-oath
that e has just grouads an;‘!’.‘ reasvd. 1o -be-
lieve that property .has beeny. pr is abouts to
be :made away, for thespunpose of i defraud-
nghim.oui of hisseghts; why can weérnot
have @ law; to scizé the property; causing®iv

tolbe detained;-und seeirity ‘given for s’

safety uatil the wmatter ' is properly invesi. |
gated! aud’ if’nothing ¢an be found,” why
should the law be allowed to presecute fur-
ther, to satisfy a malicious cceditor.

THe time was when a law. of Bankrupt-
cy was in existence ia the Province, but an
extra glul coming into the market; it was
pronounced an evil:-by our wiseacres, and
repealed. It wassaid tiat many were ma-
king fortunes by it. * Wihat adisplay of our
Collective -Wisdom ! What! ‘that" they
colld not frame ‘a law ‘but what ‘might  be

run‘through by any common clod opper of | -

the land 5 and ‘what a fool must the silly
Debtor be, under the existing law, 1o del-
vey up. his goods and chaiwels to his Credi-
- torgy and ., that being - unable 1o satisfy all
their demauds, jto have himself persecuted
the -rest; of - his days, should” he be fool
enough: toremezin in the Province.  When
the” above-named faw was' repealed they
shotild have 'addeéd a clause to the existing
one for'the relief of debtors, to have the un-
fertunates banished, ;

In Commercial England, which,, Colon-
ists strive toape 1 their laws and manners
—whena person fails in business, his effects
are takenicharge of by Assignées, and heis
cxaminedoat once by Bankrupt 'Commissi-
ouers, and'a first,"second or thivd class eet-
tificae’grunted, as' the person may appear
deserving of it; and on receiving said cer-
tififate, ﬁej is 'allowed .fo commence the
world anew'; but if hixis fouad 10 be a fran-
dulent character, he is punished. as a filon.
It 1s, more than the, Ministry. of England
darg, to repeal such, 2 law, and no enfight-
ened ‘on eammercial commuaity, wonld sub-
mit to it for a day, knowing well, as they
do thatshe that standeth kudws not hiow
soon"he may “fall ; and it'is o mark ot'a
apendthrift, or of veglect of business, if «
person” 1ails, {or it’ dmetimes happens 1o
the most persevering, and best members of
=ociety, ‘being often brought abyut by un-
forseen and unavoidable i:hﬁums't:in'ces ; and |
when 8uely i3 the ease,’ should it follow that
the: person’ being unfortunate, “should be
morafly dead 10 the world, {rom that time
forth, until. death ends his days,. that 15, if
he remains in_ the, Province., To see Le.
gislators making an act one: sessionsand re
pealing it;ithe next, reminds,one very much
of a, blundering ey of gamblers;: playing at
a card 4able or: chesss they play ateard or
makea move; and ‘when foutid' not to'suart,
they ask the privilége’ 1o’ take it batk,or in
parliameptary language, (o'rnepEAT it

If a Jaw Js found by experience to e de-
fective, 40, parts, . Why: nat amend it, and
make itiugore stringent ;-buttoamake a law
one sessionsand - repeal it ianother; shows
neithet'nioré nor less than theiwork of ehil:
drenyuorihat they are” ttyifg éxpériments:
I confess I think it extremely strange flierd
" shouid be no Bankrupt Lasw..in a Culoay
like New" Branswizk. “BUE T suppose this,
like* the “Sehool’ Tatw, Mahidipal Law,
RailwdvLag, of any Act of importance 1o,
the piblie: Is embracing foo miuch. for their
COMIZREHENSIVE MINDS, ,@nd: tat, is ibe
cause ey make, chowca o dealing iaiso
mang, seall maiiers, drad qeilion e i

In their cards they offer themselyes as pub-
lic servants, and promise to serve their con-
stituents honestly and faithfully, to the best
of their abilities. But it happens, when
once elected, in place of the humble servanis
they often become. the rwling masters. It
isnothing uncommon .to sce Members of
Parliament leave their seats vacant, while
they are rambling the country, -or perhaps
taking a voyage to Britain Or the Continenl.
‘Is:that serving aconstituency faithfally and
fairly #* ‘Now, I'do not'mean to say, thata
Meémber should neglect his” own business,
erbaps to “his'injury, to serve the public,
but I do mean to say, when a Member has
important business of his own to attend 1o,
such ds VISITING FRIENDS, WRITING LET-
TERs, and such like, ebliging him te vacate:
his seat at -the tume, when matters of ‘the
most vital importance may be beforethem,’
ot only: to-their Constituents but to the Pro-
ince ‘atlarge,-and a single vote may "be' of
{lie ‘most telling consequence 5 T say, when
it does ocear, as it 'some times does, a Mem.
ber should honestly and honorably  resign
the trust placed in him into the hands of
those who gave it, that they may supply
:is place by, auother. . A, Member of Par«
ament is at all imes wanted in his plaee,
or he-is ot wanted-arall. L have known
isome members to take their seats but once
ip four years, leaving it the rest of the'time
begging. e aa
i What, I'ask; ‘would be gaid of a servaat
'i‘) private life, it he would be found to go

{and" come, and do just as he pleased ; no

‘employer would put up with bim for a day..
I:'nd are public servants cuilawed 2 - Should
tRere not. be a law to the effect, that when
ifwas found that a-member could not at-
iénd in his place in the house, that a requis ]
sirion front' the' Couniy he’ represents, ad-

td'issue a writ for the County so applying,

st elect another member to'fil) the vdcancy

is0 ‘oceasioned. | Any of ihuse changes would
be worth, in my opinign, the whole: of the
contemplated reforms we oceasionly seeads
vocated in the pewspapers svand:t is o be
hoped ihere are some of our membees witl
in‘egrity encuzh o bring -forwird 4 twea-’
sure ‘of this effect, at thie ajproaching st
ting of the Legislature. i 1k £
For fedr of extending “this Ie
great a length. I siidll close, and-1a my. pext
pass a fow remarks on an Eleciive Legis-
lative Couneil. "Mean time, as. dsuai, -

subscribe myself. ‘ 8
OBSERVER. -

Neweasrtix, 22nd February, 1853,
Tothe Editor of the Gleaner,
{Sir,—The Gleaner of the 14th instant ha

ing come 1o hand this moming, b abserve a
communicaticn signed. Rate Payei, Lowe

Ve

to Jearn that the Parish Schools 1 'Bam’;
bogue are doing so much good, as I was noi
aware before that there wWas so much learning
in the distriet, <nd had it been applied o
better cause, it might bave been profitaide
1o Rate Payer.,znd beneficial to the ink dn=
tants; but when talent is applied 1o the
worsl of purposes, as in this case, it ceases
be a benefit to the possessor or the commuui:
ty in which he lives,

, I'should not have taken any motice. ol tha
statements made by Rate Payer, had not re-
ference been made to me so tiequently, and
in such a ;way as puts it beyoud a doubt o
whom he alludes, v

L will pass overthe first part of his commu-
nication at piesent;and commence with his
account of the * glad tidings of ‘great joy ‘to
all peaple,” in the: passing of the law ‘tha
gave the peopie the power of electing theis
own Parish Officess. . He says, * We imme-
diately conlerred with the inhabitants of

Newcaste and  Douglaslown ; sdivided the
Patish iato districts ; ag:eed to hold prélimi-
nary. meetings ; choose oar own oflicers: for
eachalistricty andimpon the day of election
of the Lovin aud Parish officers, a1 Newcas-
tie, have one person to nominate and se-
cord each officer proposed,! the understands
ing .being, that:if - opposed the other dis-
tricts; would ‘unite and siipport each’ other.”
‘Why, sir, the Paiish of Neweast!le "has been
divided into districts for over 30 yeais: and
I would ;ask Rate; Payer .hew many ‘we'
means, as | belieye two will. constitute the
plural * we,’ and I believaithe nurabers were
tew in each of the distyicls at the lime, so
anxious about the great boon 59 much prized.
by Rate Payer. §

"Indeed that is evident from his own admis-
sion, or else: why uhite 1o suppert ‘each
other in the event of opposition. If the peo
ple wiere so much in favor of the new state of
things, from whence was tlie opposition to
come. If Rate Payer and his family com:
‘pact means the Rate Payers of the lower
district, then the assessment list for the Pa-
rish of Newcastle, on'the fles of The Clerk
of the Peace’s office must bé in ertor.” Thére
it appaars that 71 have beéw hisher’ assessed
than any other individual insthe distriet! for
many: years past, and in' 1851 nearly as mach’

as Rate Payerand hiis (riends) - !
VWill Rate 'Pifer 'say what' Rind 'of notics
e calts #dué notice of the mereting Wil lie
ufidertake 1o as¥ert” (hat ‘there was ever a
‘pea cbmmitted ' to“papet in ‘e shape of a
poblie notice, ‘or’ Wil e 1ot "adinit That a

Theiw'ds dnother sitange feature in’ the

ways and:doings of Membersof Patliam it !

lerson was séit round “on’ the day of ‘the

dressed'1o'the Spealier,"shduld “compel him |

tter 10 ‘_wci', F

fk

Distiict, Neweastle. Itis gralifivieg, o med

held and left notice at the houses of such as
they foundtobe convenient, E
The manner in which I'got' notice in 1850
ard ‘51 proves that, by his own showing.—.
But therc he is in&rror, or I am misinformed.
The Rate Payer alluded to'at the meeting of
1830, was not sent, but camme to know it I had
got notice. - ¥did express my‘opinion unfa-
vorable as to the legality of ' the - preliminary
maeeting. for the purpose for which. they weje
met, and.] still 1etain the same opinion. .
In 1851,,it wasso arranged that L.shonld
not be there,.if. inclined. Two days belore
the meeting took place, I left, home . for my
camp beyond the Tabusintac.. I.met Rate
Payeron the roas-cominginitheopposite di-
tection. Althongh some conversatior topk
place wo allusion was made”to'the"meeting,
Having returned ‘without going the distance
{ intended; T'happeried to'be a¥ home When
about 7 p.'m.i James Hay, ‘Sen., called ‘and
asked why Fwas rotat the meeting. T ‘en-
nired what-meeting, and on being informeil
1 stated it was the first Tohad heard ofit. "At’
his urgent request, I'¢onsented jte attend 'a
meetipg at the same place, which he tindei-
‘took to''convene for the Monday ‘evening fol-
lowing. 3 Ny T
' | The meeting wds thinly attended it is true,
‘in eonsequence of the usual cunning of Rate
ayer'and his party, who’had been ‘made
‘apprised of the intention of ' James Hay by
 himself,and on the following morning went
’:{Mvmt those ‘who had not attended the
i

eeting/ and by Talse statements (as T am

formed) ‘obtained many of their names to a
paper, *approving ' of theé “choice’ they had
‘made. Idid attend the meeting’at Newcastle,
a§-stated by Rate: Payer; but he' hias' alrealy
ifformed you that Pwou!d not be'listened to,
‘namely, because Newcastle and Douglastown'
hid united to, support'each other. But who
were theropposition? “not the respectable
‘Rute Payers; but your correspondent” and his'
‘aiits - and abattors, assisted by minors and
‘others;»who had’ no right ‘there, not being’
Hate Payerss ¢ 2l TR ; g
Mlaviag disposed “'of 750 ‘and '81,'T“now
‘come tothe last meeting. A few days pre-
celling’ a4 taking plaee, | had a conversation
with Rate Payer about the meeting;” he 'ex-
pressedia wigh that: b would Wttends: T said
although apposed to such ‘Meetings, as they
‘had becw acted upon for the last two years,
1 iyadd mude vpomy mind 1o attend & he 'thien
s.iil when shobld the weeting take place,1
Fndught on rtherevening preceding the Parish
Weating was the besy time he' dissented from
(hdnuanid awe subjeet dvopped : on the dny be-

3 ce, Iiyecnived the

=

neithe meeling ok yia
foljowing note, G
; Bantivocur, 27th Dec, 1852,
L Sire-It s ;m-ivose:!_hv Wiitiam Russel and
Otbiers, that a meetig would be ‘tield at Mr
Joan Milie's, o Fruday evening next, for the
"l'_l'-x;'mw oi takuiz 1uto consideration” the ap-
pomntmens of Parish Ofiters, and I have been
piguested 10 acqadint you of *it,  Yourmost

}m.w;r Servant,
e :

.

DoNand McDonarnp.

V) Arnmile.l w, Fisq

ow far my opinion had anv weight With
Rate Papernay becongerveid Lo the above
ne! The uotive lhu\ugh the wmppar part ol
“thie Distuiet (1 ary) was i the same wary as
at fprmed meetings,  Bat Rate Fayers sthony
li'ﬁ"';f fai - in Bau‘.lhbglu‘, fov young and oldy
1 trie &et werw tocatiendan e, and apparenily
iadi oeen mustered o7 some great contest,

maay of theay T was at adoss'to Know what
was meani by evenmg ;o believing s that Ay
L uight apply 1o any bonr from ponn o7 raids
pight s but hving:a short distanee from Me M

{ “hought by keepung wlunk ouly the Jineow e
nience woald. be got overand aceomdingly
aboat 6 pooma bowaike b eyeranentering the
House whieh wae by ohe Retehen duor, |
found that apavtment.weli fitled by the. Baiti-
hague people ; on entering the anom, [ ob
sesved it oceupred” by Rare Paver and oue
other person, who appeared tobe in earnest
gonferience, the oue as spraker and the other
as listener—immediately on. entering, Mus
Milue came from an opposite door beaiuig a
tray, on which was d decanjer ffitied with
Gin as [ supposed) tumbless and piicher: on
leaving the room, Rate Payer followed, and

fust had tea, was the teplv.. He thea helped
nimsell; and asked the other person 'who also
fook some ; M«es M. then retuvaed with' ano-
ther. ‘bottle ol  the. same size filled with
either, rum or ‘brandy, and in.a very 'short
time numbers had increased ta the ¢ very full
meeting’ Rate Payer  speaks.of. I took a
scat in silence, watching the disappearance ot
the contents oi the bottles, until  Donalil Me-

to, came in; seeing no  paper, &e.. 1 said ; to

TMc McDonald, bave you hrought: the .act, ox
‘any paper, and was . informed he had noty 11!

said I wiil go to my house and get some. On
‘etnrning  with .the  Act to consilidate and
amend the Laws and, paper, .&e. L found
the botiles had begn removed, and.in their
stead paper, and.ink.  After waiting a liitle:1
said _l.suppose the fitst. thing.required. is.ca
chaiiman, and was ipformed, that James: Rus-
.sel [Senr, had been neminated, which salter a
few remarks, he accepted., Dennis McMahon
having also been elected as.Secretary, con-
sented 1o ack . Raie Payer says tbat.because
[ could carry, no apnoinimeat whatever, J
ey X did legve, Mc Editor, aud, hope 1
shall always eave, whea it saits my.purs
pose., . But [ did o Jeave when, nor ia,,the
way Tate Payer would wish to be .under-
{ stood,—again lo the meeting, vresuming that
Lthe '("nurslg‘ pointed out i Lie actat,,the Pas

{

write, and that it was'

'by 1eminding the meet

Tk Was 16 judige fuom the numbss and age of

when he 1eturved said wome take something;
to deink, I did not come here. to duink 1 have.

Donald, Esq., the other. Magistrate relesred |

had‘gubmitted a €opy of his account, awd
Rate Payer who had been one of the, Com-
niissioneis of Highways, had also laid be-
fore the meeting'a statsment of his doinas, for
the year then cicsing-—which Were sevesally
read over—the butindse of ‘the, meeling was
proceeded with, " But befors going . (urtlier,
permit e to say, the manner in which &
statement of Rate Paver's sceount was spell
ed and written, dyives e (o the eonclusion,.
Liat the opinion Lhad previopsly enterwined,
Was corict!, nirely that there waes no pers
sat T the eoility of Rale Payer in the Lawex v

Uisiet] aild ‘the wiiter would. baye, been .
neirey e 10 th 1o have signed himself PoM..
Neweae i1 seid that as ihe -

1 de’ 1 then Tose en
Oversser of ih'e Pobr wus 'Yhe first namen .
the wct, 1 would propose that the chairman
be again dlected (o that office, which.was se-,
conded immedintely— M Russell demanied
or'the groinds that'fie was old and bad done-
hig share of public duly; when he was done,
speaking,  Rate ‘}’Qy{s came forward and: .
moved'ds an amendment,. ih’p;;they i proceed .
to tote by Ballot. T said if we had any:right.
to do what we 'were then 'db"{'ut_, we must  be .
ander the authority of the ;'a,cl,ulr& y refer-
red to, and read from il the course laid down
for the guidance of the chairnran at the Pa-,
rish ' Meelings,  Another very serious ob- .
jection appeated to me, and that. was, that
a large number of ‘the meeting eould not.
oing 10 take . ..

r that_his_motion

great deal of time, moreove

‘could notbe put #s an amendment - Rale. :

Payer directly commenced an | attack on we.
ng that it was the .
 1'had attendad; and that I had. .
done 50 now after ‘being defeated. in every
way ‘else, for the purpose of erealing confo- .,
sion and preventing their getting on in their
own way. In reply, T.wished to be informed
whut had ?h}g’g’d"ﬂale Payer in the promi..
nent position he had assumed for the last few
years, and whether T had not as good a right

first time 1 had

Ihere as him, and regretted that any.allusion,

had been made to thie past, because if amy
one had reason to be annoyed 1 was the per-
son ; at the same ‘ime assured, them. b bad,
ngt come to creale confusion, or to hinder, .
but 10 assist in-the object of the meeling, but.

as'the past had been referred to, 1 would take .

a retrospective view of the proceedings vp to
the then meeting, and did so ; and then read
the notice 1 had received, (already stated), .
which went to show that | was not wanted |
there by Rate Payer, and that I might not be
a hindrance any further, with the consent of
the seconder, 1 wou !d withdraw my._motion
and leave the field open’for Rate Payer to
take his course, : . S A
Hé then went on to propose .that ihey .
should elect by'BiI?o’t, and wished to put it
to vote. That Topposed on the giound that if
they were 1o proceed by Ballot, that vote
should be taken in that way, and it wason. .
that vote that the numbers were only two
against, [ am quite _confident the numbers,
forithis were not counited, but if they were, it
wa's not 58 as stated by Rate Payer, nor pie~

*| bably half that number, tar as I'before stated . .

a large pail of the meeting could not wiile,
and il they employed Rate Payerto'do, it for.
thew, which Ithink likely from his cleyer-
vess, they had no means of detecting him,
which may insome way accounts for the re-
sult he boasts so muc e q

Aller remaining until she election of twe.
officers were got through with, which took, ..
a'long ume, exhibiting a farcical scene in
which T took no part, and as by that time the
effects of the contents of the botiles began to-
be very visible on some present, I thought,
if that was the way our Parish Officers were
i0 be decided upon, the sooner the sysiem
was changed the better, aad considering my-
own house a mote suitable place than where .
I'then was, alter taking a peep behind the
saréén T left " 70 g
_ L believe that from what I have heard.
since, that the scene during the night and at,
itg'close on New Year's Morning wonid beg- .
gar_ description, probably Rate Payer w}ll(
Jdavour ithe Public with a detailed acconnt,
which T'am eonvinced would be an excellent
‘subject tor a Temperance Lecturer, I do not
_Wish it to baunderstood that all the persons . -
who attepded” the meeting partoock of the
intoxicating beverage; nothing-ofthe kind, ag
there were many persons present who are
total abstinence men, but those whe did par-
take, must have: had the largest share. !

As | have trespassed so much upon your
paper, I shall biing thepresent communicas
tion to'a close, and in a subsequent number.
I shall lay before the publicthe proceedings
which taokiplace in the.late Sessions relative -
o the appeintment of \Parish Oflicers in she -
Parish of Newcastle,

I am, Sir; your obedjent servant, ' ..

Tasst A. GOODFELLOW.

2.5

C FRIDAY'S MAIL.

——

R ]

‘CANADA. Ve

o T'he Iouse of Assembly.—Shortly after the
House met yeslerda‘y AfAImoon, 4 messayge
was received trom His Excellency, ‘comuu- -
nicating certain despatches irom the Homa
Government.” 'THe first of these was on (oo
subject'of thik distributton of wnedals to those ~
ofiicers of Militia, Who had been "engaged
dunng the war of 1812, aud who had by sonie
informality ‘not’ received them’at a former

distribution..~ Our readers, will recoliect that'

curing the last ‘session rertain resolutions ou

tupon which an adidiess to the, Home Govern-
ment was Jgunded, . The despaich: declarad

| rish Meetings, Was, 11L& nroper gne, (ler. the

thet although Her Majesty/s, Government feit

tvening off ‘which 'the" medting was o be chairman bad actedas Orerseer of (b, Pooar [deep!y stasible-of the loyaltyund devotidmef .

the subject  wefe introduced by Mr Menitt, "




