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COAL DUST AS A -MANURE.

Very few Farmets are aware of the great
value of this article-asa stimulent of vege-
table life. With many, the qnesiion whe-
ther ashes of anthracite coal have any per-
ceptible fertilizing properties, or nct, is a
perplexing one, no experiments of a reliable
charactor having been insiituted upon which
any decisive or defigite opinion can be bas-
ed, A writer iu one of the most noted pa-
pers 1o Peansylvania, in an areiicle on the
material properties of Coal Dust, suys: —

I have never seen any notice “of Coal
Dust as a maoure. but the finest and most
luxuriant stocks: of the Poke weed, used
and preferred here for early greens, because
it is more tender and succulent, are found
growing among the heaps of dirt around the
mouths of the coal mines. Its growth is
most rapid, and it branches beauwifully ia
such situations. Upon the heaps of coal
dust upon the wharves of Philadelphia, fine
crops of oats may be seen growing, with
extraordinary vigor, without. any seil. 1
am not a farmer, but I can answer for its
efficacy on a garden made, i this region ;
and from the fact that fruit trees which suf-
fered from insects in the roots for several
seasons past, being very healthy this vear,
after removing the soil, and covering the
roots with coal dust.

No one who bas not witnessed the
powerful effect of pulverized charcoal on
cilmiferous and legumingus planis, can ea-
sily be induced to believe the extent to
which the favorable action of the article is
developed by ihe surprising and almost
immediate expansion of tie vegetables to
which itis applied.

Theanthelmentic properties of the dust
are also a powerful argument inits favor,
as well as the absolvant properties characte-
rizing ir, The gaseous products of fermen-
tation, and the aura resuliing from the ec-
onomy and development of vegetable life,
aud which not only eumbers the airin vast
quamiities, but acts under favorable circum-
stances, as a most salutary, and, indeed,
indispensable agent, of vegetation, is at-
tracted, absorbed and economized by this
substance in_surprising . quantites. As a
dressing for onion beds, it is perhaps unri-
valled in the whole catalogue of manures.—
In Scotland a piece of land was shown, no
long ‘sisce, on which this vegetable had
been grown for upwards of seventy years
consecutively, and with no other material
or siimulating agent applicd.  The pro-
duetiveness of the soil, and the quality of
the crop steadi'y improved. On the wheat
lands of Pensylvania, it is extensively used.
It'3s also applied to the corn crop, and in
both cases with like su:cess. A dressing
of coal dust will last ten or fifteen years—
charcoal peing nearly indestructible ia its
value, when thus used, asis evinced by the
fact that parts of limbs, charred by burning
of the primitive growth in clearings are
often found, many years after, perfecily
sound and undecaved buried beneath the
so1l.

KEEPING  AND FEEDING POUL-
TR,

Fowls need a great deal of fresh air
and exercise oo is as needful for them as
for any other ammal. They are always
mare_ healthy, and lay more eggs when
they are at large than whea confined. The
eggs. are not so easily found, but more are
laid.

Sti'l they are so troublesome at certain |
sevsoms, that the owners incline to shut|

them up. Some are in the practice of letting
them out a hitte before sun set, and
ting them in at night. In this way the

eggs may all'be found, and the health of the |

fowls:may be preserved—care being 1aken
that the roosting place
fined and that it be often cleansed wih lime
water or ‘potash water. Either of ‘hese
will kill the lice that breed on the fowls.

Il poultry is kept confiaed in this way
bens ‘will not do much mischiel even

for them to pick. But farmers need not lei

shall not be too con-|

old fowls for sirangers to the garden, and a
litle dog wall soon learn to keep them
away,

In July fowls should have the whole run
of the farm 10 pick up grasshoppers and
grubs, and they may be suffered 1o run at
large till winter, n case you are not.ambiti-
ous of keeping large numbers. They will,
eat some of your grain and corn in the field
but you will not miad this, if you are not
overstocked.

In regard to food, it is known that fowls,
like other farm stock, are fond of variety.
Animal food is hankered after by ‘them,
and when they cannot’ find insects, fish
worms, &e., they ought'to be supplied from
the house.  Offal from the burcher’s stall is
always agreeable 1o them When they
are shut up they should have grain of dif-
ferent kinds. ‘Buckwheat and flour wheat
contain more lime than any other grains
do, and these are best to form the egg shell.
Gysier shells pounded, and old lime mortar,
are good for the. same purpose, and when
hens have not access 1g these they pick up

ravel stones to finish filling their crops.
T'hese stones yield lime, and it is' supposed
that this is the reason why they swallow so
many so with their daily food.

Potatoes are highly relished by them, and
they are very proper food for a change.
They also contain lime and contribute 1o
the information af the shell of the eggs.
Hens drink much water when they can
getit, and when they are shut up, “if not
at all times, they should have a supply.
Shey drink the dew from the grass when
they have not access to pools of water.

Itis good policy to keep young hens in

preference to old ones for laying, None|:

should be kept longer than four years, and
many people think this too long ‘a term.

DISCOVERY OF ' NEW ‘FARMS.

Lawyers have known fora ‘long time
that a landliolder owned ‘ever so far down
below the surface. ‘But farmers never
have seemed to suspect, that their “deeds
gave them any right to more than about six
inches of the surface. Nobody hardly has
thought of looking:deeper than that except
the diggers of gold and water.—Discoveries
in the earth are keeping pace now with
those of the sky, and a new earth is opened
to the cultivator as a new heaven is to the
astronomer. I oreitted speaking of another
great source of phosphate of lime, and that
is one which .some few farmers have kit
upon. I mean that part of the farm wich
lies six inches deep under the farm.—There
since the deluge, lies undisturbed thé fertil-
izer, usually hard. Roots of the grains and
annuals cannot' penetrate it.  There it is
and has been aceumnlating for thousands ot
years, insoluble, except whea roots apply
themselves toit.  Not one farmer in ten
ever plough deeper than five inches. The
roots cannot get at the mme below—
itis too hard.

He cannot afford to buy guano or bone,
but he can afiord a subsoil plough. - Let
him go down. 15 inches into. nis good
farm below, and hemay have anew farm
good fifteen years 1o come. I never thought
until this year that my loose, sandy, gravel-
ly land wanted subsoiling! Itis so veny
loose, that I almost wade in it. But, ne-
vertheless, this year I havesubsoiled 12 10 14
inches deep, and my corn on that tilage
has given me a double crop. I fouud the
bottom of my very loose top soil hard pack-
ed;the animal plant could not. put their
roots through it. My double crop has suc-
ceeded in spite of a pretty severe draught.
[ bave for many years always plouched to
the depih of from eight to ten inches, bui
this season I have reserted 1o the farm

{ which lies under mine, successfully.
shut- |

It is necessary to sub-soil every year.

I think 'pot; but | mean to sub-soil every
acre 1 culuvateat all. Tt operate, dlsa, as
adraiger. It also receives the tetilizer
from the atmosphere. The first store of

| manure is our earti: the second is'vur ai-
" { mosphere.
i earth by means of dew and rains—by dew
v s QR I vay i even in timesof draught=when'a deepiilled
till garden plants are faiely up and strong, (soil can take it in, while ashallow one can-
VEn. 1B | pot,

gardens, provided there are no strawberries |

That from the latter enters the

Hoxey WaTer.—To make honey-wa-

hens hiave the runof the garden at any | ter, powder two ounces of volatile salts very

time, Ivisan easy matter to keep lixumit'mc. and dissolve in- &
Exchange your | water for use.

out it you begin aright.
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THE FISHERIES. *

S

i From the Pictou Chronicle.
JAMES CAIE, ESQUIRE,
Secretary of the Miramchi Fishery

it gosd $1oSPPeAY Y0 1riam lonins

Dear_Sit—In, course of correspondence
last year in reference to the operations of
your Fishing Society, 1 stated that your
sociej ,culg confer Jasting and permanent
benefit by introducing the Scouish system
ot fishing by drift, nets, set. lines (or the
Bullow line.) The report.ot M. H. Perley
Esq., on. the River and Sea Fisheries of
New Brunswick places this view of the

! &

subject beyond a doubr. - The Bay of|

Chaleur offers facilities for this system of
fishing exceeding that of any portion of
equal extent of British. fishing grounds
The variety and quality ‘of the fish is
beyond anything of the kind to be mét
with in the old country. | Your society ex-
pended last year £180 in bounties, exactly
on the same principle as agriculural so-
cieties. Of comrse this must put a little
money in the pockets of the most suecessful
fishermen, but the same' amount of money
would secure the services of three competent
fishermen for a year to teach your fishing
class to constiuct the proper Bullow line,
to bait, to set and to fish wizh it; 10 manus
facture: the net, and to prepareto fish by
drifting for Herring and Mackeral. One
of these men,a few days in the boat along
with a crew of your own fishermen, would
teach the system sufficiently to.enable them
by practice 1o become expert and successfu! ;
amf) it your fishermen would cateh two
quintals of fiish iastead of one, and two
barrels of pickled fish where ouly one is
now taken, would they not be gainers
beyond any amount of moeney  they can
possibly gan in the shape of prizes. - But
1t approaches nearer, ot the mark to say
that ien to one would be the result.
order to prove, not the probapility but the
certanity of this result, premit me to bricg
under the noticjof your society once more
a brief descriptiun of the most approved boats
and outfits emploved by the! fishermen . of
County of Bauff, on the Moray Firth;
Scotlad, which 1allies with the description
boats recommended by the Scottish Fish-
Board, (see folio 265 of report, and contrast
these boats and outfits with those now in
use by the fishermen of these colonies).
The Jargest  class of Buckie boats are 33
feet keel, 123 feet in breadth, 5 feet 4 in.
in depth, and use from 27 to 30 nets,  each
net 30 fathoms in lengih and trom 8 to 10
fathoms in depth ; and taking the lesser
quantity of nets it gives 1620 yards in length
when set for fishing ; the larger number
gives 40 yards over a mile. In the prose-
cution of deep sea fishing (cod and haddock)
cach man is {urnished with a set line divi-
ded into nine lengths or cutsof 100 vards,
giving 600 to each. Will any having the
east pretension to a knowledge of, colonial
fishing grounds take on himself to assert
that the one half of the abave cutfit would
not ‘be attended by the most profitable suc-
cees, when properl- attended to. It can-
not for amoment be  imagined that such
a length and: depth of net trap would fail
in ensuring “its finny prey.  The net in its
whole length may be let down to any re-
quired depth ;and the boat mav ride by
the net or drift with it, as may be con-
sidered expedient,—the length and darkness
of the night being more favorable than in
the coun'ry where this system is now so
successfully prosecuted. The comprehensive
and valuable report of the talented gentle-

man appdated by your governmentplaces branded ones, and ‘the
within “the reach of every man fall wmfor- | ally expelled than by

mation in referene 1o’ the 'quality “of 'the
metemals of  fishing ‘nets (see folio 267),
and also the fucilitics presentéd by your seu
board in general for prosecuting this system
of fishing. Eighteen inches, 61 one third
the lenath of spool with ‘which the hook
is attached to the Bullow line, is ' made of
horse tail bair, (white or grey prefercd,)
and instead of 1he blne stedl ook, a tinped
one is:the kodk unvereally ‘used” By iffe
Secttish fishermen, made of untempered
steel eut into the snitable lengths for” had-
dock, codfish, ov ling. - They aresold by the
gross, in parcels, by the manufacturer «tlie
fishermen prepares theny by bending,
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gets  foul, the hook and snood is saved, as

it 'will straighten and come home, and the
‘| proper bend may’ again be given o it.

ussels-are the most approved bait, and i1 -
is secured on the hook 'by a very small
portion’of white sheep’s wool, .
~ 'The fishermen of the county of Bannfl-
shire stand confessedly at the head of thei-

‘class as' the most expert’ 'and"%gqfq;.
1

This can only be accounted for on
ground as the Yankees are the bes er-
‘men on the American waters, viz, that they
have o go'a greater diatance from shore in
the pursuit of fish, and of course are suita-
bly and apply provided with all'that is re- ~
quisite_to wsure remu ion -in- their ha- -
zardous occupation. '5,;!“ “not Touf-'
y-but that men who are so fortunate as
10 possess fishing grounds at their very doors
may not be equally successful, and more so,
by adopmfyapd putting in practice: the pro-
per method. Nova Scotia, during the two
bygoue years, spent £5,000 under the os-
tensiole pretence of encouraging and toster-
ing her fisheries ; and at this moment large -
numbers of her fishing population are peri-
tioning her legislature for tood to sustain
life, 1If the same thorough investigation
of her fishing resources took placeas in St
John N. B., it would be discovered that that
poriion of the. Gulf of St Latwrance whiel
washes her shores is capable .of affording
employment and food to double her present -
population, Tories and Whigs, Conserva-
lives and Liberals, have deeply ' sinned, and
are alike guilty in their unstatesmanlike
and unlightened acticn in reference to this
great staple of the country, - If the British
Government, which or without the consent
of the colonies, retain the fishing privilages
secured by the treaty of 1818,it 1s worth
the attempt to place the fisheries on a pros
per footing. Il New Brunswick will follow
up Mr Perley’s able exposition of her fish=
ing capabilities by appeinting a board of well
qualified men to superintend the fisheries,
and introduce a few crews of the most ex—
pert of the present Scottish, fishermen,  lo-
cate a crew at each suitable fishing statien,
or even a few single fishermen, o teach the
mode of preparing set lines and drift nets,
to accompany the crews to set the lines and
shioot the nets, the success attending the sys-
tem will induce the natiye fishermen=to put
themselves under the tuition of such men.
And let it be borpe in. mind that: this class
of men have not as yet visited, our = shores,
and that i will require a_liitle outlay 1o
induce them to doso, but the fayorable res
portoneof them could give afier a - brief
residence, would induce cthers 10 fellow as
emigrants, Ior the directions by the Scot«
tish Fishery Board for the care of all pickled
fish, see appendix toreport folio 264 1o 276.
gir Thomas Dick Lauder, the secretary of
the board, was not aware of the practice
persisted in by Nova Scotians and New
Brunswickers in the cure ot pickeled fish by
steeping in foul and feetd  water for hours
previous to salting, otherwise he wonld
comment on it in language not to be fisan-
derstood. The fattest of our herring will
not cure ancd keep untainted, If trested as
either the Dutch or Scotch herrings, under
the most favorable circumstances. The
writer tried the experiment, but did not suc-
ceed. In order to cure the herring proper-
ly, they should be split wuh’a sharp knife
from the throat to tlie helly fin, extracting
all the contents, including melt or roe, run
the peint of the knife from the fin along
the back to the throat, roll or il the Beily
with salt, and pack immediately, imo ligh.t
and sweet barrelsoamd follow ihe direetions
given by the British Fishery “Board, “and

before attachiay to the snood. This kind
hoolk::is not apt 10 rust, and’ ift it

the fish will be found superior o the'crown
bloud more ¢ffecru-
the Duteh melthod.
Their manner of curing pickled fish is sim-
pteand easy, angd attend with less labot-than
the system nOW praciiced. 8o s the sves
tem of calching fish when-once voderstood,
and when once introduced, our simple fich-
ermen will e astomshedihat (hey" them-
selves did not _sjumble. on it before.: In
conelusion, 1 beg 10 remind you that the
Seuttish fishermen would teach: . yours the
system of smoking the haddeck now sold
in the markets at half the price of codfish.
Oa the east coast of Scotland, this fishis of
more valee thau all oiber fisheries put toge-
ther, My Buckie correspondent writes that
teh smoking esiablishmenis ouglht 10 be
put down as in aperation in 1851, and 14 in
to smoke a kiln full.  One thousaud or ten




