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CC A'LECTURE. | 

©! COUNTRY AND OURSELVES. 

 elivered in the Mechanics’ Institute of 
"Bt. John, on Monday the 13th Decem- 
| ber, 1852, by ‘Wu. 'W AtTs, Jr., Esq., 

< Hs Fredericton, Barrister-at-Law, and 
Editor of the “ Head Quarters.” 

But how was the Exhibition bre 
bout —was it the spontanecus tribut 
the Districts sent up to illustrate Provi 

e of 
incial 

come to teach to-night, is very si ly 
Feonet origi col RR sarod 
this gathering was accomplished. . For an 
entire year the New Brunswick Society, or 
rather the indefaligable or patriotic men at 
the head of it, traversed every portion of the 
"Province with ts, bandbills, circulars, 
printed and manuseript appeals, lectures, 
speeches, and what not, goading here, excit- 
ing there, moving every ambilious feeling 
of personal and sectional rivalry, ecaxing, 
persuading, terpring, reasoning, threaten- 

J sie a word, sing every influence 
which ingenuit coll deve and industry 
execute, tv bring the ends of the Province 
‘snd’ their ‘productions together. Without 
‘these exertions the Exhibition Building 
-would have presented a beggarly array of 
empty counters. With all these exertions, 
the mest sanguine did not look for such a 
show as at last rewarded them : and five 

- days before the Exhibition opened, the first 
man could not have heen discovered, who 
believed New Brunswick capable of such 
-an honorable and rich array of Agriculiural 

© John Bluenose stood amnzed, surprised, 
confounded, in view ot’ the crops of his 

be somebody else’s—und when the diag 
surprise setiled at last into wore glorious 
conviction, that it was all the fruit of Pro- 
vincial fertility and indastry—John - fired 
‘up with new courage, cocked his hat, gave 
a tug to his shirt collar, and went Lome 
wiih larger faith, vowing he'd make the 
next show better. 

But you must not suppose that Bluenose 
was led to this conviction by the evidence of 

our country has done 

“2% found 1 almost every settiement in the Pro- 
vince; 

rought  zycky 

ond in Provincial Prosperity 2 Far, far | 
rom it! A good deal of the philosophy we : 

i 
| short vears been rewarded by the comforta- 

! !mdomidble courage, a just economy, not 

: own ; hile Bluenoses, but from whom afl these 
farm and garden—thought at first it musty 
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friends; it is foul calumny to say of sucha 
.country il is anything else than good.. Yet 

all this, 1s doing all 
this, will do all this—< can’t begin to do 
anything else” but this, for every healihy 
satinte, thofty man of mind, judgment 
and strong heart, who will take bis land 
and stick to it. Such. are ‘to be 

and mind you they are not cases of 
hit “valuable 

farms at bankrupts’ or s’ “sales—no- 
thing «of the sort; they are instances in 
which downright judusury and wirifi, con- 
tending at Grst with much of fatigue, and 
much of privation, has.in the lapse of ten 

bie privilege of dooking round upon smilieg 
and fruitful acres, well fenced, well kep, | 
“well stocked, goed not showy buildings, an 
‘independence which owes no man anything 
‘but good will, and husbands iis convenient 
poued in the old stocking against the time 
of need. oF “nd qa yi 
But when I say such instances occurin al- 

most every settlement, you must not ucder- 
'siand me to intend that they are frequent 
io any. settlement. The resulis I speak of 
exact all the rare qualities to whieh I have 
alluded in full measure and in friendly com- 
bination—vigour, health, untiring industry 

i only of money but of time and labour, and 
strong, clear-headed common sense, — 
Wherever you find these qualities in this 
cogjunction; devoted lo agricultural employ- 
meni, you will find them followed by com- 
fortable independence in ten years. ) 
 Agaiu at the Exhibition we were o ic- 

tent on beeves and mutions, on farm and 
gard=n produce. and mechanical con tiivances 
we had liitle time to remember the big and 

ings would be oflitile value ; and strange 
(10 say, afier all their thought and prepara- 
; tion, with heir ‘I'reasury doucenr of £500 
and long catalogue of prizes, the Mew 
| Brunswick Society offered no reward for 
“honest men and bonnie lasses 5” and they 

| Were quite right in the omission—even a 
{ peony prize weuld have exhausted their 
| exeheaue, for the truth 1s, thas it may. as 
{well be spoken plainly; our men have as 
much intelligence, honesty, neighbonrh 
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adiiy proodiand.chany parente 7 I tell yin, 

“his own eyes employed on these trophies of] and God-fearing and: man-loviog Christians 
his own fields —that y been 100 bold by | iy as any other men of any other country ; 
half for hitn. He bad to wait'till a geutle- and our mothers; wives, (daughters, sisters 
man who had justreturaed from the great | and sweethearts, why they are just as good, 
“Upper Canada’ ‘Fair, then lately held ai|and every whit as good-looking, as any 
Toronto, bad first declared that our 
farm produce was greatly superior 1p 
their’s ;—iill another traveller who had 
been present at'many of the great Agricui- 
ura) anniversaries in the United States had 
given the same testimony ;—till Mr Sykes, 
the: English failway contracior, had endor- 
sed a similar opinion, and an Ayrshire Far. 
-mer,; who had time and again seen the finest 
-Agrieuliaral shows 1a Scotland, repeated 
the same tale ;—then, and not till then, the 
= assurance settled down into the-heart of 
‘Bluenose, that notwithstanding his little 

~ fauh—his ifaperfect husbandry —~his pauci- 
ty of Agricultural implements—his wasteful 
ness in manures—his carelessness in drain. 
age—his disregard of systematic cropping, 
indeed of all the appliances of scientific agri- 
-ealwre—the simple férihity of the soil, and 

- ~his own unskilled industry, had enabled him 
~ «to gather on those: shelves, a show of field 

and garden productions, worthy to be pitted 
against the best results of wealthy and sys. 
tematic farming-in the best agricultural dis. 
tricts ia the old world or the new. ’ 

Apart from the Exhibition altogether, we 
‘have abundant evidence that God has given 
usa good couuntry, and that our people are 
not deficient it'ingenuity. ' Can the country 
be anything else than a just and’ generous 
country, which takes a laborer, a wilder. 
ness, an axe, alittle seed grain and pota. 
toes, and in ten years gives you a farmer 
= farm of from thirty to fifty acres, crop- 
ped and in meéadow—a comfortable farm. 
house, bams avd eut-buildings—a decent 
dary stock-—good working | eattle—lots of 
heifers and steers—a respectable flock of 
sheep—pigs in plenty—pouliry in abundance 
-=a comforwable building within sight. 
which serves the double purposeot a church 
and a schoolhouse—and a healthy and hap. 
py fawily to sit at eventide beside’ the door 

other people’s wives and sweethearts, find 
them where you will ;bvt 1 am anticipating 
and must try back, to ask you, in the first 
place, if [ may not fairly present our couns 
try. as entitled to your faith ? 

‘Then what are. we to say of ourselves 2 
I have no hesitation in saying we are a great 
deal better people than we think ourselves. 
In native mother wit, inf ability 10] accom 
modate himself to circumstances, and by 
some contrivance orother to overcome: dif 
ficulties which must be overcome, Lowill 
confidently puta New Brunswicker against 
the world. The fact is, he has too much 
versatility of power and resouree to become 
perfect in'any one thing. if he farms it, 
he must of necessity in many cases—or, at 
any rate, he will from choice, lor fancied 

; economy-—be bis own blacksmith, carpene 
iter, cabinetmaker, wheelright, and shoe. 
maker; he. will likely trade a litle, and 
lumber a good-deal. Now, you may ver 
easily argue that such a multiplicity of offi- 
ces must breed distraciion and neglect ; but 
yowwill be compelled to’ admit: that the 
wan who can doall these things cannot be 
wantieg in ingenuity. 
When our people go abroad, they arenot: 

found to suffer ia comparison with the peo- 
i ple ef other countries, whether as mechan- 
{ics or in'what we call the politer aris— 
| Our yourig men find free employment in all 
the industrial persuis in the United States 
where their skill is putin competition with 
that of every part of the world. © The youths 
ofour schools and colleges are disparaged by 

‘no unfriendly contrasts in the Medical Uni- 
I'versities of Britain'or the States ; they win 
“their honours and wear them as soon and’ as 
‘often as candidates: from’ other eountfies, 
/ Our public men hold theirown on the plat- 
{form orat the bureauNzainst the foremost 
“statesmen and orators : but we Jont believe 
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tell us that it is so. A young Bluenose 
might paint grapes that the birds would 
peck at, ora screen so naturally, that.an 
artist might attemyit to remove it ; he might 
construct an engine that would move, with- 
oui fire or water. with any required velocity 
at small cost, and stop when'it was told 10, 
but nobody beyond bis mother would believe 
in bim here, and every good-natured friend 
would bid bim: turn bis atieniion fo some- 
thing useful ; bug let him go as far as Bos- 
tori; and be praised by a Yankce newspaper 
and then everybody would be ready wiih the 
exclamation; «I always thought that boy 
would turn out something 17... 7 
Look fairly und imparually at our pro- 
lession— all possess their quotasiof im- 
ported and domestic parsons, doctors, law- 
yers. Does the home-made article suffer 
in a fair comparison 2 For my life I can- 
not see that it does ; and while T would do 
no disparagement to the good and wise men 
from the Old World who do honour to their 
vocations, and are of great service 10 us, I 
must take the liberty to say tha I think we 
liave preachers just as curidite and eloquent 
doctors every whit as skilfol, lawyers just 

hain of New Braoswick parents, as they can 
find among them. . - : 

la your commercial houses, in the public 
offices and ack banks, Iam quite certain 
no want of business talent is discovered in 
Young Newbrunswick. » 
You must not suppose from the tone of 

these remarks, that I am here to teach any- 
thing akin to what our Republican friends 
call Native Americanism, or 10 institute 
any unkind comparisous between those who 
are New Bruuswickers by berth and those 
who have become so by adoption. I should 
indeed, be even more unworthy han I am 
of the honors of this platform, if either in 
Judgment; or feeling | could interiain any 
such dea for an instant. 
who brings : the tiibute of his industry and 
knowledge to the treasury of our country 
‘with the right hand of a heart fellowship. 
He does honor to our country iu selecting 
it for his new home; and I cffer hin free 

Hundreds pe hundreds of those whose first 
honie was beyond the broad Adanfic, are 

licservice, and in every adventure of pris 
vate enterprise ; then have learned to love 
and serve the land of their adoption, the 
land which their childref must inherit; 
their treasure is witht us, thew hearls are 
with us ; and while many g lingering look 
of love will burn betimes to the old home 
beyond the sea, the fonder love will ren 
at last to the new Provincial home, 
whose sacred rooftree covers their wives 
and Jide ones." 

« Davision implies no diminution in affec- 
tion. The 'more a man lives, the more he 
increases his eapacily to Jive. "I'here is no 
earthly necessity that one should forget his 

and who is silly enough-to suppose a man 
loves his wife the less when the babics 
come ! reotf 

1 would be a traitor to every opinion and 
feeling I have ever held, if I were in 
any way. io disparage the merit abd patriot 
ism of the adopted sons of New Brunswick, 
I respecrand love them ; and without say. 
ing or meaning anyhing to their prejudice, 
I'want to spirit up my brother bluenoses of 
ative birth, t emuolate their courage, (heir 
self reliance and their self respect 
We must get rid of this nasty habit of: 

belittling ourselves. Why should we stand 
behind other people’s chairs, when we are 
fit to'sit at table with the best: of (hem 2. 
We have carried this mean disparagement 
too far by half already, and ‘it has heen 
practised upon ‘too readily.” It is High 
time we changed our policy ;.and while we 
think no worse of others, let us learn to 
think a good deal better of ourselves. 

.. But bear in mind it is genuine self-res- 
pect I want to incite, ‘and no sickly vanity 
and pride, of which, perhaps, we have over 
much alteady. What we want is a public 
spirit and ‘public confidence which wll 
keep step with every advance of public 
prosperity. At present we have more pros. 
perity than courage—more pride than inde- 
pendence. As an evidence of this regard 
the fact, that while the prosperity of other 

as safe to advise, just as ingenious to plead, . 

1 hail every man» 

welcome to every Honor and advantage he 
can. fairly win and fairly wear witbin it. 

now among. the foremost wen in our. pub. 

Sather s fireside in order 10 love Ais own, - 

step, and listen to the Old World stories of this, and we wen't believe it tll other peo- 
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{ereased use of luxuries among the pieople— 
Iby improvements m the character of their 
food and apparel, with us the very ¢ 
is the case, and our ded 
tee us we have all along been indul: g 

luxuties above our ‘condition, we beoadeloth, when homespun had been me 
appropriate, and eating the superfine flov 
‘of the United States, when country flo ‘had been better and ‘cheaper. This is 
because other countries rise to broadels 
‘and white bread with the increase of ma- 
terial wealth, obtained in the prosecution of 
the ivdustries appropriate (0 them :—while 
with us these have been” procured, in the 
first justance, by the gambling profits of our spoiled umber forests, while all the ele- 
‘ents of permunent wealth were left unim- 
proved and idle. Thrrefore it is, and there- 
fore only, ‘we are. exhorted to try back’ fro broadeloth to homepun, and from: Gene 
gee 10 home grown flour ;—therefore it is, 
and therefore only, we are taught to feel that its not only unnatural, but unpled- 
sant, to ‘go back from the butterfly to the 
rub. { 

4 The sense of littleness of which we have 
sqoken, is by no means confined 10 thofe 
of our people who have vegetated at home : 
even our travelled Bluenoses, while they 
get their minds liberalised into an apprecia- 
tion of the advantages which other countries 
enjoy from improved machinery in mechan- 
ies—superior agricultural implements—fa- 
cilities to travel by land and water, yet re- 
tain, many of them, this same humilitativg 
feeling, which has: always béen too preva- 
lent in the Province, viz., that these things 
though all well enough for other countries, 
are quite £00 fast fr us, they will tell ug— 
the time has not come—we are not old 
enough, or rich encugh for these aids to in- 
dustry and enterprise. An evidence of this 
feeling just occurs to me ; in other countries 
steam “or water power is called “into aid 
almost all depurments of mechanical indus 
try, and with great advantage. Now, while 
we know this, while we can and do build 
sleam engines, aud good and cheap cnes— 
while no country has suffered or is sufferin, 
more than our own frem the dearth an 
dearness of humane labour; skilled and un- 
shilled—and so no country can feel a great- 
er necessity for, the assistance of machinery 
—there is not, so far as I know, a single en- 
gine in the whole Provinee’ employed for 
for such a purpose. ‘Yet it is beyond a 
question true, thatin all our towns and vil- 
I10es one or, more of these might very pro= 
fitably be employed, aud its strength distri- 
buted throvgh many workshops of the differ- 
ent trades in the building in which it should 
be stationed. : 

alee tite Railroad schemes and failures 
of the last ten years as an illustration of our 
want of confidence in ourselves, in our abili- 
ly to execute aud sustain these great mate- 
rial civilizations of the age. How slow we 
were 10 be convinced ‘that even Great Bri- 
tain, with all her wealth” and power, could 
build a Railroad through New Brunswick, 
*o connect the Provinces! No reasoning, 
or persnasion, or statistics from Provincial 
life, or pen, could ever have satisfied us that 
the iden was less than extravagant. mad, fine 
possible : but we hoped for, believed in it, 
saw no earthly difficulty when Major Robin. 
son and Col. Estcourt recommended jt. 
When the European and North American 

Railway was suggested by the Portland Con- 
vention, many of our wiseacres and the peo 

{ ple generally, thought it a wild delusion, 
got up by Yankee fanaticisny, practising on 

| Biueniose gullibility. When My, Archibald 
[pdissridned it, not only by Lis opinion but by 

! 
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pledging his mopey init, the many were 
(surprised, while’ they thouaht he wasan 
Znglishman ; but as soon as i was discover- 
ed he was only a columnist, he was at once 
denvuticed as a'knave or d'fool. Enquiries 
were bandied freely—¢« Who is he?” 
“ Wigt is he ?”—and the sovereign people 
became incredulous as ever. is 
When MV. Jackson came—a Simon Pure 

Jobn Bull, a man of unguesticnable intelli: 
gence and wealth—passed along the line, 
approved of it— proposed to build it, and 
extensions with it, on easy tering, because 
it offered a desirable route, and promise of 
profitable traveél—why, Blucnose had faith 
at once 10 remove mountains, tunel rocks 
bridge rivers and what not. He always 
knew this road was bound to gn, and that" 

‘countries is always indicated by the in- we werato become a great people.


