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THE FATE OF JAMES L
4 ROMANGE OF SCOTTISH HISTORY.

It was the night ot the 20th of February
1438. The king and queen of Scotland held
their court in the Abbey of Black Friars at
Perth. The apartment was filled with the
noble and (air, among whom James I. snd
his levely consoit, weie distingiushed by
their personal beauty and grace of manner, as
well as by their rank. 3 4

In the recess of one of the lofty windows
atood Robert Stuart, the grandson and heir of
the Earl of Athol, a kinsman of the king, and
his betrothed bride, the young and beautiful
Lady Ida 'Randelph. * The young man had a
fine figure and handsome features, but there

was an expression about the eyes and mouth -

that indicated at times, that his preposessing
extetior concealed a bad heart and.a crueldis-
position. His eyes were, fixed on the king
with so fierce a gaze, that the Lady Ida
started as she beheld it. .

“Robert, said she, * of what are you dream-
ing * You Jook at the king as fiercely as
tnough you were Sir Robert Grahame him-
self)

« It was of him I was thinking, Ida,’ re-
plied Stuart. ¢ My unbappy kinsman, con-

demned to wander an’ outlaw among the

mountain fastnesses, through the injustice and
tyrannical severity of James.

¢ Notso, Robert,” said 1da; * the king was
not unjust.’

¢ He 1efused to bestow upon him the earl-
dom of Stratbern, to which he laid claim,
answered he; ‘ and he condemuned him ro
prison fora crime that he might have com-
mitted with impuunity in the reign of his fa-
ther and during the regency of Albany.
marvel not, that on being freed from such ig-
woble bondage, a man of so fiery and hanghty
a spirit should seek to be revenged on his op-
pressor.

* He had'no right to the earldom of Strath-
ern,” said Ida; * and as for his imprisonment,
the crime for which he suffered weil deser-
ved snch punishment. 1 know that many
of the nobles blame the king because he

metes out the same justice to all classes; !

because he does not deem  that noble blood
should entitle its possessor 10 commit every
dark and evil deed with impunity. But sure-

ly you cannat excuse him for seeking the |
life of the king, lor seeding him a defance, |

renouncing hisalleg:iance 1o him, and threat-
ening to destroy him with his own hand?’

¢ He has many good qualities, answered
Stuart evasively.

¢Robert ! Robert?" said Ida, her voice
trembling with (he earnestness with which
she spoke, * speak not thus!
hear you say aughtin praise of a traitor and a
murderer ! ‘T'he king has ever been a warm

| descended.

bave cause to believe that there are many
others in league with him to take my life,
and there could not be: a more favorable op-
portunity for him to make the attempt than
the present.’

‘The queen shuddered. She felt thatthere
was every reason to fear that Grahame
would endeavonr to fulfil his oath ere long,
for owingto the small size of the abbey, the
guards ot the king wére quartered amoung the
citizens of Perth, and a tew enly of the per-
senal attendants of the king and gueen
were able to lodge in the monastery, so that
James was much more exposed to danger
while there than any of the other royal re-
sidences. Her eyes filled with tears. s

¢ Nay, nay my fair queen, calm thyseli)
said -James soothingthingly. - * I was wrong
to. say anything that could alarm you.
There cannot he aught to fear—I bade my
trusty kinsman and gentleman of the bed-

chamber, Robert Stuart, ere-he vetired for

the night, to go over the abbey and lock to
bolt and bar. Should danger spproach, the
sentinels will give timely warning, and we
will dispatch messengers to the city to sum-
mon our guard. 8o fear not, we'can bid de.
iance to Robert Grahame and his troop of
assassins.’

As he spoke, a strong light, apparently
from the counrt-yard, flashed across the win-
dows of the room. The king sprang to the
casement. The court-yard was filled with
men, and by tne light of the torches they
carried, he could see that they were armed,
and among them he beheld his deadly foe,

‘It is Grahame, he has come to perfoim
his oath,’ said James calmly, turning from the
window. 3

“Oh ! fly then, fly while there is yet time !
exclaimed the queen, almost’lwi!d with ter-
for. ¥

¢ And whither shall Ifly ? said the king.
‘It would be maduess to altempt it, they
must even 110w be in the abbey. Had I any
place of concealment— but 1 know of none,
and I must even defend myself until aid as-
rives, or until my stiength fails me.’

¢ Not so, my lord, exclaimed the Lady Ca-
tharine Douglas, one of the ladies ol honor of
the ‘queen.” * T have heard there is a vault
beneath this apartment that communicaies
with the court-yvardand I had heen shown the
plank in the floor which it is necessary. to
raise in-order to descend into it.  Once there,
my lord, yoa can easily escape. :

* Youare right, fair lady, said the king. *1
had forgotten the vault. [ wili descend into
it, it may conceal me from my enemies, but
unhappily I cannot escape from if, as the en-
trance into the court yard was walled wpa
few days ago by my order, because when 1

| played at ball, the ball frequently 1clied down

through the opening’ Rkl
The plank was hastily raised, and the king
But bétore the plank was azain

| lowered, the voices and footsters of the as-

Let me uot |
¢ ples.

friend and an affectionate kinsman to you, |
why should you speak harshly of himn, and i

kindly of his enemy ¥

¢ Nay, nay, you mistake me, Ida’ replied
the young man, 1 wished not to speak
harshly of the king; T know that ke has
ever treated me with great kindness, and
that he has honored me with the greatest
confidence on every occasion; but Grahame
wag one of my dearest (riends; I pily his
fate, my friendship for him leads me to find
excuses for his conduct and I cannot help
thinking that James has acted towasd him
with great severity.'

¢ Yet speak not thus, said Ida ; © it is most
imprudent —should your words be repeated.
to the king—’ 5

41 would probably have to share Gra-
bame's disgrace and exile interrupted he.
¢ But fear wdt, I'will not do aught to expose
myself to danger, and as for what | have said
this night no one has heard me but you, 2nd
1 think not that my Ida will betray me.’

The Lady Ida looked up into his face with
a smile, but before she could answer, an at-
tendant came to inform him that the king
desired his presence. Ida remained standing
for a few moments by the window after he
had left her. musing over his words, He had
naverspoken either of the king or Grahame
in the same manner before, and dark and un-
defined fears passed through her mind, but
she quickly dismissed them, deeming her-
self unkind and unjust toward her affianced
husband in harbering them for a moment.

It was late ere the company dispersed.
The king remained for some time sfter all
had retired, conversing cheerfully with the
queen and her ladies.. Suddenly, however, a
shade passed over his face, and he remained
for some time in deep tbought ; at length,
turning to the queen, besaid—* Do you not
yemember, that when on my way here a few
weeks since, I was mat by an old Highland
woman, who told me if { came to Perth |
would never leave it alive? She was k e
this evening, and songht an interview h
e, but she was informed that she conld not
be admitted to my presence at so late an
hour. I regret that Idid not see her. I know
not why, but within the last few hours I
have felt a strange presentiment of impend-
ing evil. "There is an old prophecy that pre-
dicts that in this year a king will be killed
in - Seotland.’

* And what. or whom do you fear, my lord 7
asked the quesn. 3

* Robert Grahame has swornto destroy
me, as you know,' 1eplied James. ¢And

.

sassins were heard in the corridor, approach-
ing tone.apartment. The Lady Catharine
Douglas flew 1o faster the door, but the bar
had been removed. Without a maments he-
sitation she thrust her arm through the sta-
But so frail an obstacle could not
lfong keep out the intruders. The door was
goon burst open, but not until the arm of the
heyoic lady was broken.

The assassins rushed into the toom, The

 plank had been lowered, and the terrified

queen and her ladies were standing together
in a corner ot the room. Grahame saw al a

* glance that his victim was not there. and was

about ordering - his followers to go with him
to seek the king in the other apartments of
the abbey, when one of the ruffians seized the

! queen, and was about to plunge his dagger to

ber heart, when a son of Grahame interposed
and saved her life.

At this moment the Lady Ida Randolph
beheld among the conspirators her affianced
husband;and with a wild shriek she pronoun-
ced his name.

‘What, fairlady,’ said Grahame witha fierce
smile. ‘ Krew ye not that your betrothed
was in league with us 2 Had it uot been for
his care in 1emoving bolt, bar, and sen-
tinel, we bad not gained eutrance here to-
night.

Ida covered her face with hey hands, and
turned away.

‘ Let us be gone, Giahame, and seek for
the king,’ exclaimed Stuart, cyimsoning wita
anger and shame. ‘ Know you not, that not-
withstanding eur precgutions some of the at-
tsndauts have escaped ? They will alarm the
city, and the royal guard will be upon us ere
fong.’

¢ Yon are right,’ said Grahame, ‘and I should
b loath to leave the abbey without accom-

lishing that lor which 1came, Yet hear me,

ady Ida, you wil! think less harshly of the
deeds.of this night, when you see the crown
of Scotiand' on the brow of the heir of Athol,
for it is my intention, and that of the nobles
leagued with me, to place Robert Stuart on
the throne of the tyrantiwhose reign will end
to-uight. ‘ So saying, he left the apartment,
followed by the rest of the conspirators.

Ida unrovered her face, gazed after them
wildly, and then uttering & low cry, fell insen-
sible on the floor.

After having songht their victim in vain
throngh every part of the building, Robert
Stuart recollected the vault, and suvggested
that ha might be concealed there, They im-
mediately returned to the apartment where
the queen and her ladies had passed the time
oftheir absence in the most agonizing anxiety
and suspense, and tearing up the plank. be.
held the unfortunate monarch standing below,
‘A demomac yell burst from the conspirators
at the sight, and twoof the ruffians sprang
down and threw themselves upoa
James was unarmed, but wrenching a dagger

him. ;

from one of his assailants he dealt him a blow

that laid bim dead at his feet, and then turn- |

ing to the other assassin, he defended himself

gallantly against nim, when Grahame de- |

scended and stabbed him. Weakened by loss

of blood, and unable to make any further re-

sistance, the kiog sank on the floor of the

}\;i_\ult, calling on his enemy to have mercy on
im

* Theu never hadst mercy on those of
thine ownblood, or any one else, therefore
thou shalt find no mercy. here,” 1eplied Gra-
hame, plunging his swoid into the body of
his sovereign.

The vanit was now filled with conspiras
tors, and the unkappy queen, throwing her-
selion the senseless form of her husband,
sought to shield him from the blows with
which his brutal enemies gratified their hatred
by inflicting. = It was not until she had been
twice wounded, and had become insensible
from terror, pain and distress, that she could
be removed from the body.

The approach of the guard alarmed the
conspirators, who sought safety in flight ; but
Grahame had fulfilled his oath—the king was
dead.

This horrible deed excited the utmest in-
dignation against its peipetrators among all
classes in Scotland. The king had been bla-
med by many, although without cause, for
being unnecessarily strict and severe in the
administration of justice, but his dreadful
death caused all his fanits to be forgotien.
So universal was the popular feeling against
the conspirators, and so unceasing and ener-
getic were the efforts made to capture them,
that 1y less than a month every man con-
nected with the conspitacy was a prisoner.

They wereall putto death, ' after undergo-
ing the most borrible tortures. Grahame
protested, with his last breath, that he had
only done his duty, in freeing his country
from the yoke of a tyrant,

Robert Stuart died deeply penitent for his
crime. When his dieams of ambition had fa-
ded away,and be found that his treachery had
conducted him toa murderer’s cell instead of
placing him ona kingly threne, his conscience
awoke, and he bitterly regretted the fenriul
deed that had brought upon him so terrible a
punishient,

He wiote to 1da, telling her of his peni-
tence and remorse, and beseeching her to
forgive him. Poor Lady Ida! the shock of
finding tha! he she loved was capable of so
fearlul a crime, added to her anxiety lest he
should be captured; and her agony at His
dreadful death, was more than she could bear,
She did not long survive him, but sapk inte
an eaily grave, a viciim to his wild ambition
and demoniac treachery.

From Godey's Philadelphia Lady’s Magaxine.
A PEW WORDS ON GEOLOGY.

EY MARJA NORRIS.

{Sermone in stones, and good in everything.’

—~—SHAKSPEARE.

PART I.

In approaching this subject, we shall do
well to_remember that the Seriptures were
never inteided to be a scientihic manual; tha
they speak ol the phenomena of nature in
language which, although not scientifically
correct, is understood, and received among us
without misleading any one; and that in
then? the Deity has not anticipated any of the
remarkable discoveries which perchance He
destined as the dowry of our latter ages,

All that can be-fairly required of science is
that she shouid not contradict Seripture.
T'here is a science, ¢falsely so called,” which
has nahappily misled 'many well-meaning
persons, and has almost persuaded them that
Christianity and Philosophy ate often at vari-
ance ; but iet us be eertain ‘that all truth
spring {rom one origin, and when two tiuths
are irieconcilable, ‘the defect is ours; for
there is in reality but ane truth, an emanation
fiom infinite perfection 1 and while it is elear
that a_thing cannot differ from ‘itself, it is a
proposition equally simple ‘that perfection
does not prodiice imperfection.

We, who are students in the ‘onter eourt of
the Temple of Nature, may fancy dissonances
in.the music, as the.solemn anthem from
within peals upon our ear; we may fancy in-
congruities as we cateh a glimpse now and
then of the inner glory hy a balfopened door
or a raised curtain; but what are our fancies ?
The thoughts of short-lived mortals are so
far from infallible that the wisest steps are
often those which we would undo and amend.
Can we lead forth the army ol the stars ?
Can we marshal the hosts of the planets, bid-
ding each sustain his part in the silent and
lovely dance which weaves chains of light
around the earth, a dance which, with energy
yet as fiesh as when ! the moining stars sang
together' on the birthday of creation, has
bept on in aobroken flow for six thousand
years 1

Since reguiarity is the rulg of Nature, ec~
centricity the exception, surely it is but rea-
sonable to conclude, when we meet with in-
superable difficulties, and apparent antago-
nisms, that we ‘see but in a glass, darkly,’
and need a clearer light ere we successfully
investigate the wonderful works of Providence.
Aund since, in eriticizing here, we are deal-
ing with the works of Almighty Power and
Benevolence, the greatest modesty ought to
characterize our method of expressing our
opinions.

So far a very superficial knowledge of Ge-
ology—if indeed that can be called a know-

l

‘sands of years,

hdve recerved trom geological facts confirmya.
tion: strong almost as mathematical demon-
stiation. 8he trusta that the prejudices
against Geology aie fast dying away ; very
ceriain she feels that far frem being ‘at vani-
ance with Revelation, this science will ba
found to interpret the hieroglyphics in which
Eternal Wisdom has been writing for count-
less ages on the socks, a ehain of circumstan-
ces, a volume of illusirations 1o 1he Book of
Revelation. g

To the thoughtful mind, it does seem that
the present age’is right in the digcovery of
such illustiations of the Scripture. Infidels
had doubted whether Nineveh in reality ever
existed, or whether, if it existed, the prophet
had not exaggerated its size; but Dr. Lovad .
discovers the remains of the city, and fnds
the measurement of the walls to correspoud
with the account of Jonah,

8o, too, unbelievers, both #coffers and
dowbters—Jet not the writer be supiposed
haishly to judge the latter class—had ridi--
culed or tried to disprovethe Seripture chro-
noiogy. Some asserted that the world, as it
is, existed irom eternity ; others that the oris
gin of man was far anterior 10 the period
fixed in the Mosaic cosmagony ; and such
objections were not easily ‘overruled, for, fix
what point one may, an antagonist can al-
ways suppose a preceding race or ‘races, 1t
would seem, indeed, an unanswerhbie objec-
tion; * bul! says Professor Hitchcock, : al-
thouga Geology can rarely give chronological
dates, but only. a suceession of-events, she is
able 1o say, from the monuments she_has de-
ciphered, that man cannot have ezisted on the
globg more than six thousand years.

Nor is this a position assumed without
Teasons more than plavsible.

‘ That man,’ says Hitcheock, * wasamong
the very last of the animals created, is made
certain by the fact that his remains are found
ouly in the very highest part of alluviam.

i This is 1ately more than one hundred feet in

thickness, while the other fossilifeyous strata
lying bereath the alluvium are six miles
thiek.

* Hence man was not in existence durin
all the period in which these six miles of*
stiata were ip a course of deposition, and he
has existed enly during the comparatively
short period m which the one hundred feet of
ailuvium have been {oymed; nay, during only
a small part of the alluvial period.  His bones
having the same chemical compesition as the.
bones of ather animals, are ne more liable to
decay; and, therelore had he lived and died in-
any of the periods preceding the alluvial, his
bones wust bave been mixed with those of
mher,animals belonging to those periods. But
they ave not thus found in a single well-au-
thenticated instance, and, therefore, his exist-
ence has been limited to the alluvial period,
Hence he must bave been created and placed
upon the globe (such is the testimony of Ge-
ology) during the Jatter part of the alluyial
period.!

‘I'hat human remains are capable of fossi-
lizetion is proved by the fact that the process
is now aciually going on in many parts of tha
world.

‘On the coasts o! the Antilles! says the
learned Humboldt in kis Cosmos, ¢thess for-
mations ol the present ocean contain articles
of pottery, and other objects of buman indus-.
tiy and in° Guadaloupe even human skeletons
ol the Carib tribe’ There isa large slab of
limestone 1ock in the British Museum, con-
taining a large portion of a female skeleton—
a specimen familiar no doubt 1o many of our
readers; we believe it was dug up at Guada-
loupe ; in any case, a sight of it must con-
vince the most sceptical that human bores
are as capable of being thus preservesd as any
remains which Lave been discovered,

‘I'o our mind, the view of the earth as the
laboiatory of the Deity, is which for thou-
He carried on operations,
prepering it gradually for higher and higher
developements of organic life, is a sublime
and awful yetrospect. Were it possible for
the panorama of Creation to be unrolled in
successive scenes before us, the word Crea-
tor would be fraught with ideas of magnitude
and power, ol loresight and benevolence, in-
fimitely surpassing our present conceptions.
We should see how exactly the snccessive
races of creatures were snjied to the condi-
tion of the earth which prevaiied during their
lite, and how their existence, while it lasted,
was one of pleasure and enjoyment,

Incongruous and unsightly in our eyes do
many of the fossil creatures appear; but we
should perceive, on a study of the subject, that
creatures with organizations so delicate as
our existing races could not have lived in the
world’s then condition . Never, say the geo-
logists, was so filled with high forms of orga-
nic hife as now, and never was it 1n a state so
adapted to their comfort and preservation.
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WOMAN'S INTELLEOCT.

Mr Hume, n his * History of England,
speaking of the unfortunate Lady Jand Grey,
has this memorable passage : ¢ She had re.
crived all her education with Kirg Edward
VI, and seemed to possess even a greater fa-
cility in acquiring every part of.manly and
‘classical literature” In the conduct of her
education, the prejudices against the intellee-
tual character of the sex seem to have beem
forgotten ; and history, as it records the moral
worth of this nnfortunate lady, at the same
time bears high testimony of her ifitellectual
atlainments,

In speaking also of Queen Elizabeth, =

ledge which includes only a strong imerest' sovereign whose principal fault was her per-

and a theoretical acquaintance—so faras such
a knowledge may give the writer any right to
hazard an opinion, she can honestly say that
to her own mind certain truths of Scripture

sonal vanity—and great men are not always
devoid of this weakness of vanity—the same
historian uses the followingZlanguage = ¢ Her
vigor, her constancy, her vigilanes, penstia«




