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% PUBLIC MATTERS.
To the Editor of the Gleaner,
1 Sir, I, this, Lesier Jetane inquire. what

sdasehe businessol.ihe MaeisceriatBoby,

~28) now:rednstiiuted & Wha “is théiv duy
%o theirfellow mea or the community ?

> Wihat constituies’ their''qaalifications, and

from " swhence’ comes thetr appoiafmers ?

"' Te'canhit.be theit duty to Keep order in soci-
. ‘eiy, for there is frequenily to be seen up-

‘i thému Teis tot'to keep-order ./ in society,

oars, and dranken brawls, in the stredl ;
mse.made of the most profane and unchaste
. danguage, novalove in the presence. of fe-
~amnalesiand children,, hut sinsibe -very pre-
«sence/ of ' Magisirates themselves; still o
+ notice is taken ot ity excepiing o laugh |at

‘for we find tiem réadily 'gf:rqinidg Licences
"}le,l grades and shades of ‘p-rsovs, 1o keep
Sometimes dens of iafamy, and it camnot
1..be for their exemplary, conduct, 'as many
,.0f them are no better than they should be;
sswearing betimes for the ‘most trifling joc-

“wecasion a round of oaths, and some of their
+nieonduct -otherwisé not to be followed by any

»sperson pretending to morality. - Not for the

4 purpose of carrying out honestly the deli-

“berations of their Court” of Sessions, for
"'they ‘are often to be foundl diametrically op-

s.posite in their private capacity. Not for

v

1, their Judgment, for the Law puts a velo
.on them in thai. They may be. honest
, from one shilling to five: pounds.  So that
.»is the amount in the eye of thelaw of a
«sMagistrate’s honesty. This'being the- case,
sdvmightnaturally be asked what really are

“»thiey good for, and why should they be ap-

"‘pointed atall. * The reason is obvious to any
“observer ‘'why Magistrates are appointed
wunder the. present system.. In the firsi
' Magistraies gain their appointments

gy a recommendation to the Goverament,

1.by the Members for the. County. for the
o time being; and each new addition of Mem-
« wbers is {ollowed by ‘a second . addition of

‘Muagistrates, and“justly so, as they are fre-

“quently serviceable for electioneering pur-
poses. * Another reason of their appoint-
mient i, to collect sums under Five Pounds,
and setlle pretty squabbles, which Lawyers

. consider beaeath their, notice ; but the mo-

-

¢

Imens, you add sixpence to Five Pounds, the
Lawyer stepsin, and frrthwith out comes
~.aubillof costs to collect the extra sixpence ;

and'it-not unfrequen tly happens that Five

Pounds five shillings costs three times the

“original to have it eollected, and somelimes,

the Plaintiff is gravely informed by his

Lawyer, that the debt is recovered, but the

“Defendent failing in costs, the Plaiouff
“must foot the bill. ' Now i$ it not surpri-

_singly strange, that a note of hand, or a
..seitled or signed account up to  the above

named sumya lagiswate may. safely, col-

lect for a wifling expence 5 yet, the 1ostant
it passes the sum  mentioned, proot: heing

wiequally plain in both cases; yet ha becom s

“quite incompetent. ‘T'hisway seem stranze
‘and stupid'in an’ enlightened eve, vet it is
“'no less true. It may again be ‘asked, ‘why
“such a state ol things. Let any one take
~,an Almanac and look at the rofl of Barris-
. ters and Attoraies 1 the Province that
s 1o be provided for, their name is.. Le-
gion, the world .mights be challeaged to
. produce: such' @ respeeiable’ voll 1o the
amount of Inhabitants the Provinee reon-
taios ; and believe me, Sir, they make not
. @ living by attacking or bringing each other
to Jusuce, for, like Doctors, they are not
,dvnd.of their own medicine, but all directly
orindirectly, live on the puablic.. Assoming
for argament sake, that it takes One: Hun-
dred Poundsa year to support: each - one,
and ‘you find the round  sam of fifieen to
twenty thorvand pounds a year of “some
persons hard labour, going'to sipport’ Law-
vers: and hatis not all, ‘the ‘seridus

., amount of mischief frequently entailed on a

community by peitifoggiog  Lawyers.—
tlany of whom being incapable of giving a
sound adviee, or lacking talentito plead.be-
fore a Judge in Court. ~ Their sole business
it would appear, was to stir-up strife, heap
¢o8ts 00 asimple note of hand, or “other
petsy suits, :

[ write not this to attack to* offend” any
gentlemenal the Bar,'as [ am quite well
aware and freely ‘adinit, many 6t theéa are
2 blessing 10 the community they réside in,

vi.in keeping dowa faction aad litigation ;

. butsuch is not the case with all, and there

care few things requiving a reformation 1o a

greater exteni, than our Judicature, and un-
“~der the present system nothing so grinding
to the community, and I am confidant ma-
ny gentlemen of the profession will admi
the truth’ and ‘correciness  of my ‘observa.
nons.  Take for example those Inferior
Courts (most appropriate in name) a
public nuisance, where the mockery of
Justieg isacted, Thirty Petty, and’twen.
ty-four Grand Jurors are summoaed  twice
& year (o attend.on theiv Worships, (as
the Lawyers call them) and taking thet
Jutors alone that aitend those Courts, and |

supposing them to lose five davs each
Term; would . made a “owl of 740. cays,
which.ai five shillings. per. day for wages
and board. amouat to theaice htile sum of
£185 3 a direct tax on the iadustry of each
county io the Province, sayving nothing
about the many others that are obliged to
attend--and what 10d>? 1o 'ry cases, ma-
ny ot them that a Judge of a Supreme
Court would consider disgraceful to cume
before him ; and it as truly piteous to
sée “those worthies froquently beset™ with
Tonguey and Logical Lawyers, addressing
their Worships on kaotity points of Law,
Avhilst they, puir. bodies, many of them,
know just as much of Law as they do of
Greek, whilst each Lawyer strives to
make the grey mare appear the better horse;
and when it 1s.a known fact that Judges of
ihe Supreme Court has trequently enough
i0:do keep Lawyers in their proper plage,
and - prevent spurious Law and uosound
reasomng—what, L ask, may not be ex-
pected from the Jusiizes of our-Inferior
Courts. ‘who are not protessional men 2 -

In Nova-Scotia the Judges of their Infe-
rior Courts, were genilemen. of the bighest
standing at the bar, and conducted their
Courts with equal digoity as that of the
Supreme ; yet they were abolished, being
considered and proved to bea  tax on ' the
community.  But there is one wise precau-
tion in the Law touching our Inferior
Courts, and that is—ihat all sums under
Twenty Pounds. as they fall so_must
they lle . Isuppose it was wisely fore-
seen by theintroducers of such an act, that
there. would ' many. cases occur in. those
Courts:that would not bear to he Exhumed.
Thus ‘an untortanate by the blunder of
his Lawyer oruasuspected points  turning
up ia evidence, which could be clearly
shown 10 the contrary, if allowed an' after
hearing, looses his case of nineteen pouads
nineteen shillings and elevenpence, wiih a
heavy bill of costs ; but then people should
not be toonice or particular.as that, might
be.near - enough the points of .Justice.
And again—-this Court of Sessions is cal-
led under the pretence of transacting th's
business of the'County. * Butin’ reality to
Jockey one another often, saddling portions
of a Counly with undue proportions of
County or other rates, Magistrates general.
ly beiog located in. towns or_villages, and
holding a prepondering influence over other
parts. of ‘a community. Now,  what 1
wauld suggest, let those Inferior Courts and
Sessions be abolished. . Let . one:or two
commissioners be appointed  from the Le-
Eal grofession in each County; and prohi=

ited from practising ia° Court, ‘let them
hold a Court once a month; let them be
empowered to collect all notes of hand or
setiled accounts, from one pound or under,
to one huadred pouads ; and all: controvert-
ed casesup.to.at least .ten psunds, at, the
same cost as is now taxed by.a Magisirate,
for it surely is an ‘absurd law, that:one

shilling 1 the -difference ot 'a*sum wil |

mike 2 number of pounds as to cost' of co! -
leciion, subject “in all eases, ‘to “appeal ' if
either of the parties ean show “cause. 'Let
Municiean INsTiTuTiONs be ‘Carried oat
ir each County, to the fullest extent; nol
by. UsMeaNiNG AcTs, such as the present,
to, either accept themy or-leave them: alonc,
butdet' it be compulsory : and: further, as
to the School Act—it should: bot aloze res
with taxing for the support of” Sehools; but
an‘act foreing all parents and guardians of
children, to send them to school "tp “to a
certain age ; it ‘deing “ well-knuwn, “that
many parents not kaowing 'the value |of
edueation themselves, care not to beslow it
onstheirchildren. !

Whaa ridiculods thiag it §8'in travel-
ling throdzh the Province, 10 see 6ne Coun-
ty carrying out Municipal Institations, apd
another Conaty aciing guite the contrary,;
or; one. Parish ia  a. Codaty taxing: for
Schools, whilst another.is carrying .out.the
old'system: ‘A strangerin visiingihe Pros
vinoe might all-but faney himself (ravell:ng:
among the petty siates of Eurepe, withi their
differcat laws aud’ regalations, in' pluce 'of
being in a’smatl Province, Wheré théisame
law should extend [rgm one ead of it to the
other. If oprional Laws is to becomz the
order of the day, why not extead them a
litile further, and leave it optional to pay,
one’s debis or not, keep. ordef in Sociely,
Or pay taxes, just as the:peopie had a mind
or the minds of two thirds of them deter-
mined. ~ Eacli County should’ be foreed té
settle all its own local affairs. It is surely
most uadizuified to see the number of paity
biils that grace the table of our Legislature,
such as Lo seil some old dilapidated baild-,
ing —such as a Charch or Court House, and.
many other such like bills costing the Pros

vinee £100 per day discussing matiers that /.

should be settled-by Munizipal Councils
Lietiour ' Magistrates become ' Gonservafors
ofthe Peace, acting as’ the Policeiof the
community, then notie but men of integrity
would be appointed to the Mamistéaey—and

none but men of talent and first raie’ parts
would: find practice at the Bar.

I'shall close the present, and in my next

notice the absurdity “of the imprisanment
for aebt.. . Meantime, I am, yours,
) 8 A0 3 AR VB R

Mr E:'lilqr, : = .

I noticed in. your last paper a coumuni-
cation from <« 5. . Williston, Depuiy Clerk
of “ilie Peace,  Northumbegland, -in: vefor-
ence 1o’ an error iy former communica-
tion,"and also‘obseryed vourfEditorial ve-
marks upon the'subject,

Oa reading the later, I fnd that the
impression way be drawn that i iy former
article,Lhad writien ¢ T'wesday morning,”
when it should have been « Tuesday even-
ing."-whica is, not the fact; and of iliis
you may easily satisfy. yourself by reference
to-the manuscript, in which . you-will find
that ['stated, that the certified list' was for-
warded to the Clerk of the Peaceon.« Tues-

ay evening,” and this [ pointed out 6 a
young man in your office prior to your last
sssue. I did this because the error was one
of some importance as far as facts were
concerned and a misiatement of one import-
ant point -in our.case .might imply incor
reciness: in others ;- had its effects rested
here, the explanation ‘though not satisfac-
tory. would have satisfied me, but your in.
sertion (with ‘the knowledge of ' these facts
befure you) of the article first ‘referred to,
which charges me with improper motives,
renders it necessary that the public should
thoroughly understand the fact, that the
words of my.manuscript. were, ¢ Tuesday
evening,” and not « T'uesday morning.”
Thatthe error was one of the printer, and
not of mine : and that consequently ihe im-
pitations against mv motives, based apon
that point, contained in the Letter of the
¢ Deputy Clerk,” have no foundation in
truth, and exist only in the imagination of
that ¢ Putlic Officer.” T can assure you,
sity that I had, not the slightest intention
either of misrepresen’ing a fact, or of cast-
ing an imgputation on the Clerk of the Ses-
sions, for the age and gentlemanly demea-
nour of that gentleman "entitle him to my
respect, and as 'to the person ' who signs
himsell his ¢ Deputy,” and is so uncharia-
ble in his construction of my intentions, if
[ had entertained such a desire tow.ard
him, [ would scarcely bave chosen as the
surest' method of securing that objeet, to
mistate‘a fact so easily refuted, when ma-
terials sc ample existed, as did aud still do,
of showing up the conduct of that officer
in no very enviable light.  The lesson he
attempts to-read me, of  entértaining “ im-
proper: molives and oter zeal.” come
with an ill grace from the office of the De:
puty Clerk, aud it woul'l he well for irs oc-
cupant if he possessed equal fieility, on
realising the real existence of such feelings
in_himself, that he does iz ascribing thety
application to others, but w this case the
opportanity of acting. the eharacter of injurs
ed innocence was 100 2ood to be allowed (o
passoverin: silence. . When he expresses
the rexret that “gentlemen do not convey
truth ui information,”™ I presume he judges
by ihig standard with which he is most fa-
mihar, and I can searcely imagine but on
tha poini, the” prblic Wil give him much
credit for discreiion, in nttempling o mora-
lize on a_subject with, his acquainiance may
well be doubted.

My abject 1 thus troubling you, was to
set: mysell right “before the public, on a
point of fazt, and tovepel the unjust and
devidedly nocheritable eharves and insinua-
tions of the'Depny. Clerk; and for no othor
purpose, and therelore L will forbear for the
preseat drom any farther noticing vour cor-
responuent. :

Eamy Sir, your obadient servant,

A RATE PAYER.

Neweastle, Febo 17,1853,

GRAND JURY.
Mr Bditen,
« Y.ou would confer a favor on the Inha-
bitaais of the Conaty by.publishing a list of
the . Granp Jury-at the -recent: Court of
Sessious, so that they will know 10 whom
theyare ‘indebtcd for the able Presentment
laid before that body, which shows ' a zeal
and" interest ii our lozal watters’ which
have never before ‘heen maiifested by the
Grand Jury on any {orimer oecasion.
.. L hope, Sir, the example uius_shown of
the power they possess, and the important
service ithey are.able 10 perform in- repre-
seniing abuses, scrutinizing all public ac-
counts; atd throwing out wholesorne and
timely advice 10 the Marmistrates, will be
pursted every year by that body.

Yours, &e.,
A Tax PAYER.
Newecastle, February 16, 1853.

TLOST.

Some time since, hetween the Post Office,
and Mr W. I, Samnel’s Store, Chatham, a
small POCKET BOOK, with a Brass Clasp
containing a sum of money, and papers of no
value but'to the owner.  The finder by leav-

Ling itoat the Gleaner Oflice, will he rewarded

or his trouble.

Chatham, February 7, 1853.

Ehitor's Deyactment
MIRAMICHI :

Cratuax, Moxpay, FEBRUARY 21,.1833.

TeRMS 0P SUBSCRIPTION,—153. in ad-
vance : 20s. at the end of the year.

Trims oF ApvEnTising.—Seven lines
and under, first insertion 23, 6d., wnd 6l
every subsequent publication : from 7 10 15
lires, 5s. the first, and 1s. every insertion
alterwards. Longer advertisemeats in pro
portion. . Advertising by the year as may be
agreed npon,

No order except from persons with whom
we have an accouut, will be attended (0, ex-
cepl accompanied with the cash,

[ We shouid like on the opening of the
navigation, to publish Twics a. Wesx, on a
shest somewhat larger than. half the size of
our paper. . To procure a suitable Press, and

‘other necessary materials, would involve an

expense ofabout £200. - Will our subscribers,
who are the parties to be beuefitted by the
arrangement. make an effort to put ‘us in
possession of the necessary funds? A small
percentage on what is due by them, would
enable us. to carry out our wishes. :

PARISH OF NEWOCASTLE AND
THE BENCH.

We have been banded for publication,
the following Case of the Rate Payers of
he, Parish of Newcastle, in reference to
the very extraordinary proceedings of the

ench in setting aside their appointmenis
ot Parish Officers, and the opmion of the
Attorney General thereon, by which it will
beseen‘that that Gentleman considers  the
act iliegal, i

CASE.

The Rate Payersof the Parish of New-
castle, County o Northumberland, in pursu-
ance of the Act of 13th, Victoria, Chapter
34, proceeded on the day appointed, by Law,
viz: on the 1st Tuesday in Janovary last, to
Elect their Parish Officers, and did so elect
them, and the list thereof was made out, ce:-
tified by the Chairman, and atiested by the
Town Clerk (which means witnessed by the
Town Clerk.) This . list - was torwarded to
the Clerk of the Peace, by the Towe Clerk,
on the first day of the Sessions, but it.did
not reach him till a‘terthe Court, elosed on
that day, it was, however filed, and in Court,
on the morning of the second day ‘of the
Court,and remained on file during the whole
sitting of the Courl; from the morning of
the second day. The Sessions, notwith-
standing * this, on ' the following  week,
some days atter this list was-filed, pro-
cended to ~appoint the Parish Officers,
ander article 7, ot ihe said Act, upon- the
grotind. that ssid certitied list was not sworn
10 by the Toww Clerk; and was not filed in
Court'at the openiug of the Court, on ‘tne
first'day ot the Sessions.

The question atising out of - fhe foregoing
state of fac's, aie as follows. sdowd

Ist. Are the appointments: so made by
the Sessinns Legal? )

2nd. I not, ‘what steps are necessary to
have Legal appointments made?

OPINION.

Iamclearly of opinion that the list of Pa-
rish Officers clected, aud cartified to the Ses-
sious, are the Officers that ought to have been
confirmed by the Sessions, as the Parish
Qlficers tor the year, and that the list not
being filed the tirst day of the Court would
nat invalidate such liet, the same having
heen in a!l other respects, properly and re.
gnlarly certified and attested, and filed
long before the appointments were made.

1t is aoly wnder the seventh article that
the Sessions have the making of the appeint-
ments, The worids of the Act are—'If the
Rate Payers of any Parish fail so 1o Elect
the Officers as herein before provided, or
shall not elect a sufficisnt number, or if no
certified list be Jaid betore the Court, the Ses-
sions ate avthorised &c.'—The Act, therefore,
does not say the first day ef term, but
generally, il no eertified list be laid befora
the Sessions ; therefore, il the list be laid
before the Sessions at any. time before the
appointments, provided the election and Jist
ceitified be in all other respects according to
the Act, Iapprehend the Sessions have not
the power to act under that article, and
therefore, that the appointments so made
are not Legal, :

In respect to the steps necessary to con-
firm the Pavish Ofiicers elected, and certified,
I cannot, say Iam fieo from doubt, at. the
same time, upon looking at the whole Act,
[ think a Special Sessions, regularly called,
might confirm the Officers elected, inasmuch,
as under section 16, article 2, what is requi-
red to be done by any Sessions, shall apply
to.any General or Specizl Sessions. " I would
therefore, advise this course to be taken, and
in the event of the Parish Officeis so elected,
and in this manner confirmed, refusing to
act, then uncer article 10, of section 1, of the
same act, others may be appointed in their
stead. 1
: . Joux A. StrekT.
Lredericton, 10th ol February, 1853,

We have been called upon to give our
opinion on what is best to be done 1o re-
medy the evil. ‘Weshall do so unhesitar-
ingly.

The suggestion of the Attorney General
with refereace 10 the calling of a special




