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Miramichi Mechanics' Institute.

The tollowing Lacturs is published in com-
pliznes with the snuexsd Resolution unavimous-
Iy pasced avthe Aunual Meeting of the members
of s Muamichi Meckanios’ lustituce, held on
she 20th April fast,

Reslved, That a Committee ba appointed to
waic upon Janes A. riercs, Esq, and request
Mr P. to give publicity in the colnmos of the
Gleaner, t. the Lecture delivered by bim ju thie
Haik. on the Evenings of Thureday the 7th and
14:h instant, this Lectare beirg esteemed as an
futeresting and lucid exposition of the psst and
present ci. cumstances of this County.

That Joha M. Johoson be a committee to call
ou Mr Pierce.

SECOND LECTURE.

Mr Presudent, Ladwes and Gentlemen,—

Now, let ustake a look at our own Province,
and gee what has been done by the Peopls, the
~wovernment, aud the Legislature, to compete
with other countries on the onward march of
improvement, during the period I have resided
ia it—since the ever memorable fire of 1825.

The Government bavs extended large sums of
money, sad l:lll :ho whole, no donbt,j:dlciGonlly,
in opening and keeping in repair the GrEar
B.oapx:: :—5 They have also dovopn‘ar 8 sums in
tae opening and improvement of Bye Roaps, but
until@nother system. or more correctly speaking,
& *YSTEM be adopted in lying out the country for
sottlement, the beneficial effects, in proportion
%0 the large sums expended, will be small indeed.
In travelliog, it we look around us, we see no
order or arrangement—one settler is perched on
a bill, another in & valley, and a third on the
margin of & stream, just »8 their fanoy or thsir
immediate interests dictate. Those three per-
aons most have bye roads to lead to their doors.
Had the system udmud in Canada, of lying out
townships and settlements been adopted, half
the bye road money would bave sufficed to give
evory settler the benefit of a good road. This is
amply illustrated in the Napan settlement—it
being blocked out in the first instance, agreeably
to the plan pursued in Canada.

To the enterprise of Mr Whitney, and to I{al.l--
ties in Boston, the people of St. John have been
indebted for Steam boat accommodation to Bos-
ton and Portland in the United States, to Wind-
sor and Annapolis in Nova Scotia, to the Bend,
Shodiac, Dorchester, and Sackville in this
Province. This has been of great service to the
eommeroial community, and the inhabitants ge-
rorally, in keeping up a safe and gpeedy commu-
pioation with those places There has also been
kopt up a re, ular communication by steam-boat
between St.gJohn and Fredericton, and during
the last with Woodstock. The Govern-
raent have built in the vacinity of St. John, &
Penitentiary and Luuatic Assylus:, both o
which have been of great service to the Pro-
vince. Here, [ belicve, I must paus?, as no
other matter bearing on the subject of 1MPROVE-
MENT, pnunt.ll it;e!f t.g. my obselrv.cion. ik

Unfortunately for the geoeral proeperiby.
this fine Provines, its gerraphic&' p'g:it.ion is
such, that ths Nocthern section is cus off from
the South, as fur us waler cowmmunication is con-
eorned.  Oue poriion is tutersected by the Bay of
Fundy, and the other by the Galf of St. Law-
renoa. There is Lat & narrow reck of land about
15 wiles in width which seperates them, lying
potween the Bend of Peritoedins and Shediac.
The connscting of them by 2 Canal, has been
from time to time talked of, and two surveys
were made—one reporting the juncture practi-
eable, aund the other the reverze. That the

opening of such a Caoal would be attended with | pose

the most boneficial results, there 18 not a differ-
enoe of opinion. In the first place, it would open
up this section of couatry to a free intersourse
with the ity of St John, asd the ports on the
other side of the Province ; vessels from Que-
beoand P. E. I:luud, would be saved the loug,
tedious, and dangercus passage through the
Straite of Canso, and along the Novascotia coast ;
baut situate as we ars at present, in consequence of
this barrier,! we have no trads, no intercourse
with our fellow Coionists on the Bay. Our in-
tercsis, to a very great extent, run counter to
the other. The prosperity of ons section of the
Province i3 lcoked upon as detracling from the
interest of the other—one code ol eommercial re-
gulations is concidered bencficial to 3¢. Jobn, and
detrimental tous. They being more uumerous
in population, have grewter numbcrs to represent
them in the Legisiature, and are therefore epa-
bled to swamp all measures brought forward to
promote our interest, if that sectiou of the Pro-
vinee is not interested in them. T[his was very
strikingly evinced where the Quebec Electris
Telegraph Compsny of Quebes, desived tho right
of way through Restigonche, Gloveester, Nor
thumderland, Kent and Westmoriand to Haji-
fax. 7This was denied them—and negotiations
wore entered into to induce them to take ip
to iFredericton, and then down to St. John, whieh
tko company refuseds’ For some time the poople
of Quebec relied” on the Amorican lines tor
comuunication 4 bu. expericuce taugat them,
tbat on thom thore was no dependence. Ny
sooner was the arrival of the mail steamers tele-
graphed, than farther cemmunicstion ceused for
» day or two—and the next news reported was,
the the wites were down at some convenient
distanco from the Canadian frontier. This
oouid not be gumitted to, aud the Company at
longth decided on building their line by the
Tamasquatta and Woodstock, a rather round
abdout way it must be admitted to get to Hali-
fax.

W have resently had another instanss of this
narrow-minded policy in the refusal of the [e.-
gislature to atlow the Miramichi and Richibug-
t Company to inoreaso their capital to enuple
them to extend th-ir operations, except on such
oonditions ag would be detrisaental to the Saare-
hoiders to adopt.

The samo spirit sotaated the Legislature in
diotating vhe mail route to Ganada. Before I
eums to Miramichi, Me Howe, then Postmaster
<General for tue two Provinces, informed me,
that ho and the Earl of Dalhousie, as well as Sir
Jumos Kempt, had used their best endeavours to
sstablish the mail route from Hal.fux to Canaja
hy tho north eastern sectiou of this Province, as
it was the safest; most direct, and conssquently,
she shortest ; but every obstacle was thrown in
the way by the Legisiature ofth s Province, who
Wore anXieUs that i should pass through Fre-

derieton, and then down by the Temiseconata
lake.
money were apnually expended on this rosd
which traverses s long tract of the meot forbid-
den ceuctry, while not & shilling could be pro-
cured for openivg up the road between Bathurst
and Dalhousie, xnd but little for the road be-
tween Miramichi and Bathurst. [He said they’
were at Jength compelled to yield the point, and
then the public purse strings were unloosed. and
woney granted for the ronds then being opened
between the Miramichi snd Restigouche. This
shows how local feelings bave been brought to
begr to retard this s-ction of the Province. We
have before us another sawple of the sams kind
ia the conduct of the Govervment and toe peo-
ple of the Somthern *districts -respecting the
great trunk reilway. While there wes a pros-
pecs of its comivg this way, they opposed it with
vigoar, but no soocer did our Government de-
cide on the valley ofthe St. John than they gave
it their hearty conocurrance and support.

Bat while'] am blaming, and very justly so,
the narrow minded and selfish polioy of the peo-

le and their leaders on the other side of the

rovince, cuz people and legislators are toblame
themselves, io many instamces, for the success
of their rivals. That Ucion is m'el:gth—in an
axiom—it cannot be gainsaid—but the want of
this has had a most withering effect on the in-
terests of this seotion of the Province. Were
I, Mr Chairman, standing-oa another platform,
and allowed to speak of the party feuds, local
jealousies, engendered and kept alive to serve
the purposes of partioular men and parties. I
could tell you where the sgeat of our weakness
has laid, and how it took its rise—but this is for-
bidden
haveonly to take a retrospective glance at thin
that have oecurred, and recount scenes in whic)
they at diff:rent times took ajpart, and they
wil{ comprehend what I'mean.

As] am unable to trace the sources of our
weakness. I ghall endeavour to point out a few
of the evils which have long existed, and which,
to a certain extent still exist, and suggest some
remedies, witbout, I trust, infringing on the rules
of this institute. In alluding to chem, I do not
wish to create any ill feeling, or to harrow uvp
foelings calculated to apnoy or to keep alive
those unhappy differenecs, but on the contrsry,
1 am desirous in alluding to them, to set them
up a8 light houses are placed on sunken rocks
and shoals, to warn the navigatior of the dangers
that surround him.

When [ came to Miramichi there was but ono
Institution of a Literarv kind in existenee—the
Miramichi Library. To become & subsoriber
thereto, it was necessary that you should pay
£1 for every year the Library had been in exist-
ence, and an #pnval subseription of £1. Several
persons who wished to become subsoribers, en-
deavoured to obtain more liberal terms ; they so
far succeedad that the entrance money wes re-
duced to £5, an annual subscription of £1. This
was considered too high. Anoppositien Library
was started on a more liberal basis, £1 entrance
money, and 10s. yearly subscription. Thig was
in great favour for a few {eun—bub the sub-
geribers did not pay—annual meetings were call-
ed, and the ooly porsons who attended were two
or three office bearcrs ; consequently the Library
was shat up, it baving lost about half of iis
woiks from the negligence or dishonesty of its
membera. The old Library which comprises a
number of valuable works, is aleo closcd, but
what become of its funds, or what the parties
who have it in charge intend doing with it, I
am unable to say —perhaps some gentleman pre-
sent may be enab'ed to inform us. The works
of the Union Library, you are aware, | hand-d
over to the Chathimm Mechanics Institute, they
havicg been some tiwe in my possetgion as the
libranan.

{Immediately after the memorable fire of 1825,
2 Joint Stock Company was formed for the pur-
of purchasing a part of the Peter Hender-
son Lot in Chatham, with the avowed intention
of lying it out in building lots, which were to
be given away without any consideration, to
snch inhabirants of the town of Néwocastle who
would abandon their leasehold in that towu
and build in Chatham. The sale was effucted,
but I belisve no person acceptei the offer. The
Company then proceeded to sell their Jots from
time to time at public auction, to the highest
bidder, and it turned out a very lucrative spec-
ulation. [ do not wish to cast any blame on
individuals, but I cannot help remarking, that
it was singular that & company which bad beeu
sturted witn the avowed intention of iners.sivg
the population of Chatham, and to reuder fa 1
lities for building up the town, that they should
immediately alter their views, and endeavour 1o
make money out of the affair. What did chey
do for the town? Was a bleek reserved for a
market  house—town engine house— for
public schools—or avy other public bulding.—
Was a square reserved for safsty in case of fire,
or for orsament? No, the selfish principle pre-
vailed on this occasion, as it has dowe on many
others. 1 may be told that they did set apart a
frontage for a public landing, & square for pub-
lic use. The former I admit, and it will zome
day become a great accommodation—but the
latter—look at it—a bog, the worst picce they
poesessed, and in a most ineligible position for
such a purpose. Thus was lost an opportunity
which can never be recalled, for benelitting the
ublic of Chatham in & most eesential manner.
forgot to say, they put upa shed for a market
house—tuis was praisewortby, qcertainly, but
they fo got the most essevtial pirt of the busi-
ness to establish & market, they never drew u
or gotthe Legislature to pues a Law, regulating
the same.

The next Jojnt Stock set on foot, was one for
opening up a direct trade with the Weet [ndies.
This Company was formed—a brig built— which
performed one or two voyages. Porsonasl feeling
cropt in—discord ensuned—zthe affairs of the com-
pany werd badly managed or some persons
vhought so—and a8 the profits were not %0 large
as some of the stockholiers snticipated, and
others fearful that it would prove a loosing ba-
sinese, it was broken up.

‘T'he next public enterprise entered into, was
one to establish a steam communicaiion to con-
necs Quebee with Hanfax, embracing Mirami-
ohi. I will give the people of this County credit
wheo they deserve iv—and in this instance they
did eubsoribe liboraliy. The Royal William was
built 2t Quebee —she was put on the route—
and made several trips to Halifax, and entered
into onr port, just as it suited the Quebecma-
nagers, or the caprice of her Captam. 1t was
& failare—a na aral consequenc:—as there wae
no economy in the expenaiture, or soligitude

T'o accomplich this object, large sums of | 1

ound. There are persons present who

their arraugements or to ascommodate the pub-
ic

To facilitate the growing trade that existed
between this port, P. I Island and Pictou,
Mr Cunard put on the Cape Breton, steamer.
To this the three Provinces, Nova Scotia, P. E.
irland and New Brunswick rendered substan-
tial support by public grants. She ran for
several years, and was a great accommodation,
bus was at longth withdrawn, in eonsequence of
an alteration made in the Resolution of the Le-
gislature, which the proprietor said the trafic
would not allow him to comply with.

Her withdrawal being felt a very great evil,
a Company was formed on the Island—the St
George was put on the roure—but owing to the
wording of the Resolution of our Legislature,
which ecorferred on her a Provincial grint—
compelling her to call at Dou:lastown and New-
castie on Epr arrival and depurture each trip, a
larger amount was expended in the additional
quantity of coal consumed, and the delay it oc-
casioned than the grant amsunted to, she was
speedily withdrawn.

The delay and inconveniene> experienced in
crossing the river at Chatham by ferry-boats
and scows, wasfor many years fclt to be an an-
noyance, in fact, [ may say—a nuisance, ss the
numerous strangers who visited us were loud in
their complaints. To remedy this evil & joint
stock company was formed for building a steam
ferry-boat. The subseription list was epeedily
filled up, and & boat war lput on the fuy. it
was admitted, and sensibly felt, to bea great
publio convenience ; but owing to localjsalousics
she did not receive the patrovage anticipated
and this coupled with the trouble and delay ex-
perienced from the want of proper slips, the
parties who owned her ceased to run hor. Having
once experienced the convenience and comfort of
a safe and epeedy conveyance, the falling pack
to the old, siow and dangerous process of scow-
ing was more scnsibly felt, and loud and deep
were the cotaplaints iu covesquence. She bas now
fallen ioto the hands of a man of energy, and ag
he hes obtained yrivileges which were not pos-
sessed by the former owners, I sinocrely trust
he will receive that amount of patronage
his enterprise deserves, and such as will cnable
him to keep her constantly employed.

The next, and last Jont Stock Company
formed, was one for the ercotion of an Electric
Telegraph, to conneot Miramichi with tho Bend.
The stock was epeedily taken, but no sooner was
the shareholders called together to organize the
compauy and elect eﬂige bearers, thﬁ those old
enemies Lo our peace and prosperity—Messrs self-
wterest and  personal-feeling stalked into '.hfe
room--took & prominaut part in the proceedings
of the company—snd as usual, created consider-
able strife. The eousequence wa, & number of
the shareholders, after havicg paid & portion of
their shares withdrew, and furfeited what they
had paid, and the Ruchibacto people would not
amaigamate with us. The lize, L am happy to
say, hes notwithstanding, been erected and
works admirably. Every well wisher of our
prosperity must wish it success, and as far as io
bim lies contribute to its suﬁmrc. 1 was
pleased to hear a gentlemsn of Kichibucto say,
wio has a large stake in tbe coucern, that he
was covfident 1t would ultimately pay ;—but if
it only defrayed ite working expeuses he would
be satitfied to lose the prineipal, becanse from
its ereetion the fao lities it would sfford Lim as
a merchant in conducting his busiuess, would
amply repay him for his snvestment. This, )
cougider, a correct principle. There are other
returns of as great couzequ:nce as moncy, to he
derived from works of this mature, which is
anfortunately lost sight of generally inthe Colo-
nies, which 1o o her cvuntries, are the main in-
centives for embarking 1n undertakings of grest
public udlity.

Haviog poisted out what we bave done, and
the causes which baveled (0 the failure of many
of our underfakicgs— personel feeling, local pre-
judicos, sad a parsimovivus aisposition, which
has ledus to hazard nothivg for the publio weal,
without a certain personal gain; i will now pro-
coed 1o detail whas | consiver ougit to be done,
if we wish to keep pace with the ooward march
of the precent age

We are loud 1. our laudatory comments of
the resources of the distriot of country in which
our lot has been cast. We ure coustantly boast-
ing of the capabilities of its eoil, which are borne
out by the successful operations of our farmers,
in the yield of wheat, oats, pota oes, hay, &c,
and confirmed by practical wen, such as Protoe-
sor Johoston, who has pad us a visit, and ex-
smined onr soil and modes of culture. We bosst
of the usrivalled facilities v o possess in having
our shores layed by the waters of one of the fi-
nest Gulfs in the worle, and our counury inter-
seotod with noble rivers, 2il of which abound in
fish of admost every degeription. Our forests are
unrivalled for thdir wealth in » ood— for the ma-
nufacture of sqnare timber, deals, boards, ship-
building, fire-Wood, and almost all domestio pur-
poses—in the export of which we have almost
solely depended for subsistence. Coal abounds,
and 18 yeperied to be eropping ous in varioas
directions.  Geologists inform us, that there
are indications of 1ron, Copper, apd other mine-
rals ; Maogauies is to be fouud in varions Jocal:
ities ; Brick Clay is abuudaut ; Mavle, so valu
able for egricultural purposea, is to be fuund in
many distriets : Lime aboucds inthe neighboor-
ing County of Gloucester, situaie on tke Sea
suore, affording every facility for shipment, Grind-
stones are abuudant, and easily procured —and
a8 for Free Stone, the hill in tne rear of Chat-
ham mey be considered an unbroken quarry.
Granite is to be found in large masses ; and |
am informed that Fullers earth has been discov-
ored, as well as Pips and Potter’s clay. Hall
the rescources I have enumerated, gre enough to
build up any country, and xations have grown
great and powerful, without possessing a tithe of

them.

But what is the use of all those sources of na-
tural wealth if we do not avail cursclves of
them,

Can the Farmer expect to reap an abundant
barvest without he toils and labours diligently %
What to him will be the use of the genial intlu-
ence of the sun—the former aud the latter rain—
which a kind and beneficent creutor may bestow
on him, if he dees not plow bis land, put seeds
iberein, and watch diligently the growth of
woeds for the purpose of eradicating them,
and be prepsred at tae %mper time, to reap the
reward of bis industry

Can tho would-bs Fisherman expect to have
a suoceesful season, if he be not diligens in
sproading bis nets and attending to them at
proper geasing ; or if he will not apply himself
with aesiduity to his calling, with hook and lue,

manifested by the mausging directors to fulfil

and endeavour t0 mcquire @ thorcugh kuow-

ledge of the art of packing and ouring his fish
when caught?

Can the Lumberman expsot “to derive a pre-
fitable business if he idles away a large portion
of hig valuable time in visiting taverns , fiddling,
dancing, drinkiug grog, aud having, a8 he calis
it, a glorious spree ?

Do our Merchants anticipate to drive & lu-
crative bu:inegs, while they content themsolves
in standing behind their counters, dealing out
smull wares to the passing customer, and do no-
thing to encourage the enterprise of men who
lack only the means to briog to market the la-
tent resources of our countrg?

What are our Mechanics doing? How many
of them have a stock on hand where a person
oan call in and purchase what ho wants as they
can do in other places ? The Ladies are eqn{-
1{1 at a loss in this way as the gentleman—as
there is not a Millinary Establishment on the
river, where a Lady ean call in and purchase, &
Love of a bonnet, a oup, & collar, & mantilla, a
—— but I better stop for fear i'may commi
some feaw pawz in endeavouring to enumerate
the hundred and one articles which constitute s
Lady’s wardrobe. Surely there ought to ke
sufﬁzient cucouragement for such an establish-
ment.

1t seews tome to be a ringolar thing, that
while we have competent men in the country to
perform the work, wo are constantly importing
from Britain, the neighbouring Colonies, and
more particulariy from the United States, vark
ous articles which could, and should be, manufao-
tured at home. 1 shall enumerate a fow of
them-—seythe-gneathe, bay rakes, hay and dung
forks, horse-rakes, ploughs, harrows, end van-
ous other articles of husbandry, household fur-
niture, chairs, buckets, lucifer matches, black-
ing, candles, toap, crackers, bard bread, boots,
shoes, -&o All these cel ly, could, and
ought to be manufactured here, and 1 feel per-
suaded, if parties would apply themselves with
agsiduity, and with a determination to manufac- -
ture gomf articles, and they should be able to
make them a8 cheaply as they can be imported,
when the freight and duty is considered, 1 think
there is & sufficient amount of dpnblio spirit to

ive the home manufactured article a preierence.

f not there ought to be. There may be diffical-
ties i:ll the way, if 80, I should like to hear them
stated. ’ ’

Thero is another matter thathas surprised me
not a little—it is this—That while our merchants '

ay & large smount of money yearly for rre1@MT,
For many yeers not a schooner was owned ino tho
port. Surely, when such mew as Captain Wats
can keep his ‘vessel constantly plying between
this port end Halifax, save money, and obtaina
large property, & person residing in the plase
counld do the same. We have 2 large trade with
Quebec—strangers aro engaged in the busivess,
snd pick up yearly & large amount in money.
To Newfoundland we have a'growing trade, and
also to Krench St. Peters ; and morchants are
frequently put to considerable treuble to procure
vesgels. I believe if a schooner was put on each
of theso routes—say to Halifax, Quebeo, New-
foundiand, snd St. Poters, they would pay the
varties. Aud when we consider the trade thsas
is growing up with Boston, a vessel might pay
aleo on this route,

These are mutters of moment, to us as & peo-
ple. having but a small eapital in comparison to
the trade we are carrying on; and it is our
intercsi to coneider how we ecan retain that
cipital, and not allow it to be taken away by
strangers

‘We frequently hear that some person is build-
ing a emall eraft, and thap heintends putting
ber on some particular route. She may perform
one or two voyages during the scason, but no
gooner docs tke full arrive thon she is purchased
ty some one of our merchants, and ghipped off
to Britain with & cargo of deals. Not one of
said vessels, 1 holieve, cver realized & profit
when sold in Britain—several were lost, a fortu-
nate eircuistunce for the owners, as thcy were
generally Snsurcd.

It is admitted—tha' grest evils exist in the
manner in which the Laws are administered. [
sdmis (hig—b .t the fauls does not sitogether lie
with these to whom thoir admiristration ismore
immediately entrusied  The Pegple themselves,
are much to bleme. Who fee's aisposed to ex -
tend a finger, much less a he?ping hand, to su
port and er courage the Civil Fuwetionary in the
faitbful diccharge of his duty. 1f you havs been
a Commiesiover of Poor, Commissioner of Roads,
a Fireward, a Cors able, or more purtioularly
a Hoa REeve, as | bave been, you will have a
ready resporse—N obedy.

[In Vlostration of tuis remark the Leoturer
deseribed the followivg geene enacted in Chat-~
bam. About four years ngo, several persons (xnd '
[ was among them) requesi-d the Seseions to ap-
point them Hog-reever, as the town v ag infested
wivth pige, and we were determined io rid the
inhabitants of the nuisance. Wesallied cut one
afiernoon, #8 was our custom, snd had not pro~
oeeded very far when we discovered a pig ahead.
We gave chage, and after & 1. ng run succeeded
io making (to use a luw phrasc) a caption. [
believe | pounced ou his cars. [ was accompp-
nied by two yourg Liuwyers, ons of whom g1z«
«d bis right fore leg and tho cther his left. We
had no soover done so, when our right of pos-
sepsion was di-puted by aboxt » dezen woren,
who fastened on him also. While this unequal
conteet was_going on, the owner of the pig, s
womsn, rushed out of an adjoining houge, with
a tremendous horeewhip, whreh ghe wielded with
right good wiil. Down fell her blows—zome-
times on our heads, aorces our bands, armna,
shoulders, and frequently on the pig. in fact
the lady did not seera to be at all partieular
whereher blows fell ~ We were at length comn-
pelled to relingnish our prize. In the scufile {
lost my hat. Whon I lett tho office, Mr Prosi-
dent, it was arespectable beaver, for it had not
been long in my possession, but when I picked
it up, 1 conld scarcely recoguizo it-=for it waw
mgtasmorphised into a shooking bad hat, When
[ looked up the road, there wus the pig, borne
along ia the embraces of about half a dozen we-
mew, &nd he, poor bruts, squeeling most lustily
but whether ks squeels proceeded from the smart
of the blows that he had received, or that it wes
# song of trivmepn on his part, | must confess [
am nos gufficiently skillos in that kiod of musie
to detormine. When 1 looked down the road
they were congregated togethor about a geore
of Hor Majesty’s liege suhjoots, enjoying the
sport. Some of them were indulging in gring
which would not disgrace Grimaldi the olowy,
and others were splitting their . sides with
langhter. The gcene, cortainly, was & most
ludicrous one, and | could not_yefrain from join-
ing in the j general guffaw. But Mr Chairman
I thought thexn, as I think now, that they wonld



