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I WAIT FOR THEE. 
The heart is sweet—the fire is bright, 

The kettle sings for tea; 
The cloth is spread—the lamp is lit, 
The white cakes smoke ia napkins whita, 

. And now I wait fur thee. 

Come, come, my love, thy task is done, 
"The clock’ ticks listeningly, 

The blinds are shut, the curtain down, 
The warm chair to the fireside drawn. 

The boy is on my knee. 

Come home, love, come ; his deep fond eye, 
=" Looks round him wistfully, 
And where the whispering winds go by, 

Hoe crows exultingly. 

© + "And turns his glance on mine, 
80 earnestly, that Ee again, 
His form uato my heart I strain. 

‘That glance is so like thine. 

Thy task is done—we miss thee hero; 
Where’er thy footsteps roam, 

-No Lieart will gpeed such kindly cheer, 
“No beating heart, no listening ear, 

Like those who wait thee home. 

Ah, now along the crisp wall, fast, 
That well-known step doth coms ; 

The bolt is drawn, the gate is past, 
The babe is wild with joy at last— 

A thousand welcowss home! 

From Hogg’s idinb irgh Instraetor. 
FIRESIDE PHILOSOPHY. 
WHO CAN DESCRIBE THE CHANGING 

CLOUDS ? 

A beautifui sight is, to stand and gaze 
on the clear blue firmament above. It is 
charming to watch the light feathery 
clouds, as they seem to come into being 
before our eyes, and then rapidly change 
their forms, and pass away i orto behold | 
the dense white vapours gather in masses | 
of ever changing form, assumip ¢ the most 
fantastic shapes, or seeming to grow up 
into lofty snow capped mountains. Ye 
have doubtless gone abroad into the fields 
on a lovely autumnal ‘evening: when all 
is calm around, and the feathered tribes 
are seeking their repose. ‘Lhe setting sun | 
IWumTnating the earth with its lagi] 
rays=—7 the clouds above with golden edg- | 
gings glow'-—and all the western sky js 
lighted up, in the-most brilliant manner 
in colours that are nowhere else to be seen. 
Have you not admired such a sight as this. 
Have you not sometimes asked—¢ Wj, 
can paint so glorious a scene © Now, al] 
this besuty, and this ever-varying pic- 
ture, Is caused simply by the sun's rays 
falling upon those clouds aloft, as thoy 
are constantly arranging themselves in 
new and fantastic grouns. It isa great 
pleasure toall who are lovers of nature 
to watch their changing forms. ‘The 
clouds, indeed, appear the most fleeting 
objects iu nature. Phere seems to bs no 
order or regularity in their motions or 
heir shapes. And is may appear to you 
& hopeless task to attempt to describe 
them. Nevertheless they have been des- 
cribed ; and the task is less difficult than 
you may imagine. 
We have already explained to you. in 

our account of rain, the way in which the 
clouds are formed. They are generally 
beheved to bo composed of #n immense 
number of hollow Slotted collected toge- 

J vhess Each one of thess very much re- semble: the soap-hubblesgyou may blow 
with a tobacco pipe; onlPao exceedingly 
small that they are nat visible to the eye, except when collected in masses, In 
this condition the clouds are capable of 
floating aloft in. the air. 
But if, from any circumstances, such as 

a change in their electric state, they be- 
come more closely compacted, together 
they are then to heavy for the air to sup- 
port, and therefors must fall to the earth. 
The more widely the particles which form 
the clond are separated from one another 
of course the lighter the cloud is, and the 
higher it will float in the air, Generally. 
however, they are observed to bomot more 
than one mile from the surface of the 
round ; though very little fleecy clouds 
ave occasionally heen seea as higa as five 

miles, or even more. If yowhayeever as- 
cended mountains and been overtaken by a 
8iorm, you have no doubt observed the 
clouds rolling jn largs dark masses be- 
low your feet, - You have. perhaps’ wit- 
Dessed the fine sight of a storm raging be 
low, while all have been calm and sun- 
en an, : 

ouds, as you are aware, present the! 
greatest posible variety of hn iy Yet 
still they bave been clascified, or arranged 
in several classes, according to’ the diffu. 
rent shapes they appear tous to _take. 
All the varied forms which they assume 
are reduced to six or seven different kinds, 
which, ‘with a little attention, you may 
readily Yearn' to distinguish. These va- 

but we will mention” thera, in the hope 
that, by the aid of the explanation we 
shall give, you will be able to recog- 
nise them, and call them by, their right 
names. 

The first kind is 'ealled cirrus, or fea- 
thery cloud. Clouds of this description 
usually appear like a number of fine white 
threads; "painted jupon a clear blue sky, or 
like the feathers of a quill: : They exhibit 

| the utmost!variety, yet always appear of 
a feathery, or thread-like form. ‘Lheyare 
the lightest of all the clouds, and are 
therefore generally seen very high in the 
sky. They are usually regarded as a sign 
of wind, and are}frequently followed by a 
storm. No doubt you have noticed the 
long streamers which often stretch} out 
from this kind of cloud ; and have learn- 
ed, that when they point upwards, they 
are a sign of rain, and when downwards 
assign of fair weather, 
The second kind is called the cumulus, 

or cloud which appears in heaps, accumu- 
lated one upon anosher. These, in conse- 
quence of their dense character, are: ge- 
nerally near the earth. Clouds of this 
kind often indicate fair weather. In this 
case, they begin to form soon after sun- 
rise, and continue to increase till the hot- 
test part of the day. They then gradu- 
ally diminish, and {disappear entirely 
about sunset. Such clouds are sometimes 
exceedingly beautiful. As themass gra- 
dually increases, and heap is)added: to 
heap ; the edges become tipped with the 
most brilliant white. They grow up into 
mountains, whose tops seem clothed with 
the saows of ages, or hang down in fes- 
toons of rich drapery. No wonder the 
poet speaks of the surpassing beauty of 
‘those hanging snow-white palaces,’ for 
certainly they almost seem to be creati- 
ons of gome fairy hand. 

You. have often been in the country, 
and walken abroad. it may be, (as the 
shades of evening were coming jon, If 
80, yeu cannot fail to have noticed, on a 
calm evening, the rising of the gentle 
mist from the lower ground, and from the 
surface of the river or the lake. You have 
watched it as it seemed to rise out of the 
earth. You have seen it, as the sun was 
setting, slowly stealing along, till it has 
spread over the entire country, and co- 
vered the-fair- Jandscape with is somber 
veil. It gradually becomes thicker, ;and 
more properly a cloud, as midnight comes 
on. Frequently it lists through the whole 
night ; rising, towards ‘morning, higher 
in the air, when itis dispersed by the ri- 
sing sun. This is thé third kind of ¢loud. 
It is called the stratus. or cloud that” is 
spread out into a widely extended sheet. 
It is the lowest of all the clouds, since ic 
rests upon the surface of the earth or wa- 
ter. At sunriss it is frequently turned in 
to the cumulus. 1s then may be seén gra- 
dually rising in those heaps which are so 
well knéwn to you,:and which have so 
long been regarded as a sign of fair wea- 
ther. In Noyember as the winter's frosts 
are coming on, this kind of cloud is not 
changed into the cumulus. It hangs over 
the earth for some time ‘after sunrise; 
and is well known as the morning fog, 
which passes away as the sun's rays be- 
come more powerful. 
These are the three principal varieties 

of cloud. But, besides these, there are 
four other forms, which consist of diffe- 
rent modifications of those already des- 
cribed. There is, for instance, the cloud 
which gives a mottled or drappled ap- 
pearance to the sky : the kind, of cloud 
you so often seein summer, during fine 
weather. This is the cirro-cumulus. It 
partakes partly of the character of the 
cirrus, and vartly of the cumulus. 1t is 
generally seen in small roundish patches, 
arranged in regular order. ‘Frequently, 
too, it appears in distinct layers at_differ- 
ent heights in the sky: the beauteous 
semblance of a flock as rest. 
only pleasing to the eyé: it is pledsing 
also us a sure sign of fair and warm ywea- 
ther. Itis usually formed from the cic- 
rus, by the feathery threads of the lattor 
becoming collected in small round mas- 
ces, and taking a lower position in the 
sky, There is also the cirro-siratus ; 
which consists of thin streaks of cloud 
lying regularly side by side, sometimes 
in a horizontal direction, somettmes slan- | 
ting across the sky. “They will often call’ 
to your mind, the appearance of a vast 
shoal of fish; pursuing their course in the 
deep. Often, too, 1t exhibits a thick mass 
in the middle ; passing off at the edges 
toto horizontal streaks along the sky. 
This cloud "is almost'always followed by 
wind and rain. It forms a very beautiful 
sky, especially when mixed with the cirro 
cumulus, but is one which, no doubt, you 
often regard with distrust, on account of 
‘the signs it bears. Very often the eirro- 
stratus and the cumulus become united 
into one. ‘Chey then form a large dense. 
cloud, called the cumulo-stratus. This 
cloud seems to swell up into an enormous 

en kinds have received different names. 
hey are taken from the Latin language, 

| overhanging ‘top or erown. It often puts 
ion the appearance of mountain scencry ; 

It is not | 

varied only by darker patches here and 
there. . This is" the thunder cloud, and 
hence is of course the forerunner of a 
storm. 
None of the forms of clouds wo have 

yet mentioned discharge rain upon the 
earth, Before they ean: do this, they 
must be changed into the nimbus, or rain 
cloud. This is a cloud whose upper part, 

| presents. the light feathery appesrance of 
the cirrus while the lower part is in the 
act of being condensed into rain, and from 
it rain is falling. Yet the upper part 1s 
generally unseen, except in partial show- 
ers, for its base most commonly spreads 

the sky. - When "this sheet breaks, and 
the sun's bright rays dart through the 
opening, our hearts grow more light, and 
nature seems more beatiful than ever; 
for this, as you well know, is the sign 
that’ the rain is about to cease. This 
breaking up of the sheet of clouds is not 
entirely caused by the sun's power, as you 
might perhaps imagine, But by the clouds 
ceasing to arrive in sufficient quantities to 
keep up the condensation of the vapor into 
rain. On the gathering of a storm, the 
cumulo-stratus often presents a magnifi- 
cent bank of clouds. This in different 
arts become converted into the nimbus. 
‘roth the latter the lightning flashes fre- 
quently causing it to appear in one blaze 
of light, from the base to the crown. Such 
is the case in storms. But showers ere 
often caused without the different kinds 
of clouds uniting in one. Whenever there 
are two layers of clouds spreading ont, 
one above the other, condensation may 
take place; the rain cloud may form, 
and a shower of rain deicend upon the 
earth. 
The course of the clouds is as fleeting as 

the wind ; for it is the wind that bears 
them along. You have often seen one 
layer of cloud ‘moving in one direction, 
through the sky, while, above this, anc- 
ther layer is moving in just the opposite 
direction. They are wafted along By the 
enrrents of the wind and these blow from 
all parts of the sky. Whenever they 
strike against the summit of the moun- 
tains, they become condensed, and fall as 
rain. And itis because the presence of 
mountains favours the condensation of 
tho clouds, by changing the direction of 
the currents of air,’ that mountainous 
countries are so subject to rain. 
Thus we Have endeavoured to describe 

to you the varions forms whichsthie clonds 
assume. Although they exhibit every 
ts variety of shape, ‘and, scarcely 
¢ep the same form for five minutes to- 

gether, they can still be arranged, as you 
see, in afew classes. We have doubtless 
said enough to enable you to distinguish 
the different kinds, and to form some idea 
Of the sort of weather that may be ‘ex- 
ected from the charagter. of the clouds. 
‘hen’ you walk abroad, do not forget to 

give a look now and then upon the clouds. 
But think not merely of their beauty, and 
the fantastic forms which they assume; 
sometimes, at least, let your thoughts 
dwell upon the wonderful manner in 
which they are formed, and the blessings 
they diffuse around, when they pour forth 
their gentle showers upon the earth. 

THE MECHANIC, OR BEING 
SOMEBODY. 

BY ELIZA A. CHASE. 
‘Come, William you will go with us 

this afternoon,” ‘said James ‘Grey to his| 
cousin, 
‘No James yand.I have already given 

you my reason for refusing,’ was the re- 
ly. 
“ A fig for such reasons! You can't af-| 

ford ithe time! Why, man «or hoy; rather, | 
for youwill never be a man —wha! isone 
afternoon; that you are sv alraid of spend- 
ings 
‘Much, very ganch, James. I havea 

difficult plan almost completed, and Wish 
to finish it 'whilé the idea is fresh ‘in my 
mind} : 

«T'nat everlasting plea again. Some old 
machinery, enough to puzzle the brain 
of Archimedes himself. - Are you going 
to invent prepetual motion *. 1 do declare, 
William, Grey, you are enough to provoke 
the patience of a saint, For ever moding 
over plans, diagrams, and models, and 
heathenish machinery, that would make 
one think your room a pagan temple. . I 
expect you will apply tor pe ent, for an 
improvement in th3 car of Jdggernaut. 
But it is of no use to talk ‘to'you, for ‘you 
are joined to your idols.’ £318 SE 

¢ 1 would try to be somebody,’ be pet= 
ishly continued, as he turned toward the 
oor. ? feds 

¢ Would you, James?’ was the quiet 
reply of Willinm. ¢ Well [am trying to 
‘be somebody.’ Sig 

¢ You have a strange way for it, though. 
‘Here you are shut up in this dismal room. 
‘night after night, never enjoying a harm- 
less trick with the rest oi us, or giving 

life pleasant. 

out into one continued sheet, and obscures 

difference with you. One would think 
you loved the very sight of the tools and 
workshop, for you have them forever be- 
fore you.’ : ’ 

“Don’t get excited, James, said ‘Wil- 
liam’ smiling. ‘Come be serious now. 
"Do I not perform as much labor and suc- 
rceed as well in my trade as any of yeu ? 

And as for enjoyment, no one loves 
pleasure better than L do. I should en-. 
Joy a ‘sail with you this aftérnoon very 
much, but1 cannot indulge myself, for 
my means of improvement are limited, 
and but little of my time can I call my 
own.’ . a 

¢ James, we are machinists, causing 
gross, material substances to assume 
shapes of beauty and fitness, under the 
mysterious supremacy of our wills. Some 
call this & low, a common business, a me- 
chanical® operation ; but it is not so. 
There isa mental power to which matter 
must bow, and there is nothing higher 
thanito elevate and enoble our conceptions, 
“50 a8 to make this plastic matter subser+ 
vient to the best interest of man. It is 
thus improvements are made. First, the 
ideal, then the corresponding outward 
form. Now in my mind there is shad- 
owed forth, thougt but dimly— = 

«Save me from such learncd inflictions,’ 

exclaimed James “I have no taste for 
what I cannot understand. Well Wil- 
liam, be a dreamer if you please, I am for 
active life and its pleasures. Hurrah for 
our sail, and good=by to the second Ful- 
ton !’ ; 

¢ Poor James! A mere hewer of wood 
and drawer of water, said William, as he 
closed the door and resumed his employ- 
ment. 

“Where's Will? cried several voices, 
as James joined his comrades in the 
street. ’ 

¢ Oh, in his room, of course, calculating 
how much beetle power it will take to 
draw an acorn up an ant-hill’ 

¢ Couldn't you prevail en him to come ? 
He is one of the best rowers we have.’ 

¢ Prevail on him ? You might as well 
try to prevail on an oyster to” leave his 
shell! I was really vexed with him, and 
gave a short piece of my mind. I ‘told 

body,’ said James lighting his cigar and 
twirling his cane after the most approved 
fashion. 
“(ood !’said ‘Harry Gilbert, ‘I am 

glad you showed your spirit. William 
18 a good hearted fellow, if he is as full of 
oddities, and it may perhaps start him 
from his burrow. But what did he say ? 

¢ Oh, after arguing the matter awhile he 
went off into a learned dissertation, in the 
midst of which I made my escape. His 
¢ conceptions’ and *¢ ideals’ were too much 
for me. He will never be anybody in the 
world, that’s the long and short of it” 
James and William Gréy were cousins, 

and were both apprentices in a machine 
shop, where the ‘various kinds of machi- 
nery were made. James as may be in- 
ferred by the foregoing conversation, 
looked upon his employment as a neces- 
sary evil, To him'it were mere manual 
labor, a given number of blows, a re- 
quisite degree of heat, a certain expen- 
diture of strength—in a-word, it was {o:! 
in its most literal sense. 

William on the eontrary, viewed it with 
the eye of an artist. There wasnotmere- 
ly the rough iren to be moulded into some 
uncared-for machine, but, as he had told 
James, a plastic material assuming beauty 
by the will of man. He studied, there- 
fore, not only the mechanical part of his 
trade, buthis inventive genius was ex- 
cited. ' Curiosity led him to examine the 
uses and peeuliar adaptation of the ma- 
chinery’he made, till at length his ac- 
tive mind suggested various improve- 
ments. = 

All his leisure time was employed in 
the construction of models; and his room 
might have been taken for a miniature 
‘patent ‘office... Thé 'last year: of Jhis ap- 
prenticeship was nearly at a close, and 
William bad not only improved but had 
invented several useful designs. 

Looking over a paper one day, he read 
an offer of a prize of a thousand dollars 
for the best model for a peculiar kind 
of machinery to be used in a cotton fac- 
ory. ; 
by should I net try ¥ said Wil- 

|. He understood what was wanted, and 
day alter day did he study intensely on 
‘the subject, At length, he grasped: the 
deny and it.wab the model of this upon 
which hie was at work when James urged 
him to join the sailing party. 

| I Latoat fight hid cousin xetured, weary 
“pleasure, and round him: sitting “at 

his cheeks flashed, an unusual brightness 
in bis eye, und a peculiar’ expression on 
his countenance. - 

About a week after this a ‘gentlesuan 
knocked "ai the door.’ 1t was vpened by 

yourself any of the indulgences that meke | James who'was then alone. 
Evena holidey makes no! YT: wish “Yo "sec Mr Grey," said the 

him, at length, I would try to be some- Ha ON TAA: Om, ANE: OR 

stranger, glancing with a smilo at the 
peculiar decoration of the room. 
«My name is Grey, returned James, 

placing a chair for the guest. ' 
. ¢ Allow me to congratnlate you on your 

success. Mr Grey, said the gentlemon 
pointing to a counterpart of the model 
which stood upon the table. : 

« My success | 1 do not understand you 
sir, said James. = we 

“Are you not Mr Grey, the. inventor 

of this delicate and important Amachi- 

nery ¥ : . 
¢T am Mr Grey, but I'am not an jnven- 

tor of anything, returned James some- 

what bitterly. - ¢ Here is the fortunate 

person, my cousin, William ‘Grey, he 

eontinued as William entered. : 
¢ I rejoice in your success, yowag man, 

said the stranger to William. ‘Your 
plan has met the entire approbation ef 

the committee, of which I am one. ~My 

name is Wilson, and I-am’ authorised to
 

pay you the thousand dollars, and &lso to. 
advance you another thousand on wr 

dition that you superindend. the erection 
of the work to be established.’ a 

William was astonished, overmhelme ) 

and after expressing his thanks, added, 
[am yet an apprentice; snd my ne 

will mot expire within some three months. 
After that [ will except youn offer; if you 
will wait till then.’ vd > 

“An apprentice |’ said Mr Wilson. 
‘ How then, let me ask you, have YOR 
obtained such a knowledge of mechanics : 

‘ By saving my leisure : moments, JOin~ 
to a Jove of my business, as involving 
some of the best interests of man. 

Six months from .that time. saw Wil- 
lism in & responsible ofice, with ® high 
salary; and the patentee of several use 
ful inventions while James was a joui~ 
neyman laborer with twenty-five do 
a month. cd sett 

«Well James, said Harry Gilbert, ® 
short time after, * William~ 1s somebody 
after all. Hin , 

¢ Yes,' returned James; ‘I think we 
judged him wrongly once. I would give 

all [ had in the world to live over my ap~ 

prentice life. These leizure moments aro, 

what make the man after all Harry!’ 

Tre morale of the following laugh able 
incident, which we take from an Eng- 
lish paper, may amuso and: instruct av 
the same timg :— : 4 ox 
The best Rowland for an Oliver that 

ever these ticket fellows received, Was, 
from a witty Hibernian a fow weeks oh 
Pat had just arrived in London, AR% 
wandering about one day, percel 
blanket in a window marked thus © “J 
superior blanket for half price) fue Ee] 
thing he wanted ; for he was-an hse 3677 1) 
cal soul, and yet: found the Juxury “¥e 

warm and comfortable snooze. rie 
quietly walked, and addressed Hes b ne 

keeper on the subjeet, ¢I wan 0 id 

rhas blanket, sir,’ says Pat! It rh) 

ttantly placed before him, with Bi a 3 

secommendations to the buyer's 9 ] a 
“Please to tell mo the price of it &h 

says hae. 
¢ Five 

‘This 

shillings," replied the sel: 
ler. bid : 

‘ By my sowl, and .chape enongh, Hing 
and as I need it, I will buy it, girs hd 
and so, after folding wp hp : a 
putting it tightly under hisarm, fie C00Ly 
put down half a crown,.and BE ohtied 
fully taking his leave, when the ws 
shop-keeper leaped over the counter ws. 
intercepted the customer's ATTA pric 
the street, demanding two shillings an 
sixpence more. Spe 5 

The Hibernian gentleman insis te a 

he had advertised the blanket in ad 
at half price, and says he.. ‘Did'n¥ og 
say your price was five shiliings * ce he 

quently, half price is halt of (RSAE fh - 

Devil burn myself and the blankets 
give up the bargain.’ ; 
A little (scuffing followed; but yo: 
found Pat rathern rough customer pi? 
therefore called for tho aid of 8 Saeed 
ble. “All would mot do—the act 4 
would have, and" fo put an end to i 19% 

pute, pll the parties adjourned to 
Street, when, after a paunent CA is 
before the worthy magistrate, Pas aid 
peimitted 't0 retain his probes) =" 
ihe blanket seller warned uever ners #4 
ticker his goods in the window ios 
half-price. ef he TEL 

A new anccdute of Jobn Randolph wl 
Roanoke is always welcome, thie oA oy 

by the Norfolk News :—' Heo tor whidah 
hng through w part of bid mr ki) 
fio wus unacquainted : dung r- 

thie table, nu sealed package before Lim, | time, he stepped during ghe night at un 
jun near the forkeof she road. The inn. 
Keeper was a fine gentleman, and no 
doubt, one of the firsv fumilies of the old 
dominion, Knowing who his digtinguish- 
ed guest was, ho endswvored during the 
evening to draw him into a conversation 
but failed in all his ¢florta. But “in the 

5) st nk dA ARDY ol 


