G

- Miramicki Mechanics' Institate,

“time, then will euffice for the operative to

AND NO'RTH‘BERLAND, KENT, GLOUCESTER AND RESf{igOUCHE
COEEERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL.

E GLEANE

—

———
Old Series]

AN AT AN NN NS,

NEC ARANEARUM SANE TEXTUS IDEO MELIOR, QUIA EX SE FILA GIGNUNT, NEC NOSTER VILIOR QUIA EX ALIENIS LIBAMUS UT APES.

3!
[Comprised 13 Vel.

SN S AARARAAAN AT A NN RANAN L RSSO SO

i

iurer, and the Essayist, Books, Pamphlets,’

son and a flow of soul,

L) s
New Sertes Vor. XII. MONDAY EVENING, MAY 23, 1853. A NO. 21
e SRR -4 e o e, R ——— —— :ﬁ S —
LECTURE. my friends, the Tongue, the Pen, the Lec- | though rich as Rothschild—such a man can | rich, has ever within hig?ﬁelf a feast of rea-

e e T S LN N A S

MR CAIE’S LECTURE.
(CONCLUDED. )

In Britain and the Northern Stafes of
the union, the operative classes have risen
rapidly duriog the current century, The
military mandate has gone forth.—Lower
Ranks take close order, and unless the
upper classes march forward a little faster
than they have done, this order will be
speedily obeyed. Indeed, if mora! worth
and -intelligence be the standards (and
they surely are,) by which we are 10 esti-
mate human character, and rank 1t high
or low, the Mecharics of these Countries,
as a claes, need not fear a comparison
with their more wealthy and independent
brethren, any day or hour they choose.

I am aware I may be met here with the
argument, that the wealthy classes having
greater leisure for mental culture, will be
able to maintain an intellectual position
much higher than the operative classes,
But if there are any preseat! who cherish
this belief, they will allow me to remind
them of a physiological fact which may
have escaped their notice. It is this; Less
time for study, will suffice the operative
man. It isa fundamental law of our na-
ture, that that vigour of body which mo-
derate labour necessarily bestows, never
fails to invigorate the faculties of themiad,
as well as the muscles of the body of him
who labours. The physical and mental
faculties of man are so intimately and in-
separably associated, (as 1 showed in a late
lecture) that whatever injures or improves
the one, injures or improves tue other. Less

acquire the same extent of knowledge, as
the man of indolent habits ; and I, for my
part have not a shadow of doubt, but that
the wonderful discoveriesin arts and scien-
ces of our day, are designed in the hand of
Providence, to lessen manual labour, by the
gradual substitution of l&bour-saving-agents.
That the Aeads of men, in a word, are to do
the work formerly done by their kands:
and that in this way, 2l classes of men,
without distinetion, will be provided with
ample leisure for mental culture, and moral
improvement.

Numerous and varied are the agents em-
ployed, since the days of Professor Ander-
son and Dr Berbick, to disseminate know-
ledge—accilerate the progress of science—
and improve the social condition of our race,
But of all these agents, not one perhaps,
has been more successful than that of Me-
chanies’ Institutes. When'delivering the
opening Lecture at Douglastown and
Newcastle, I endeaveured to prove that
Mechanics’ Institutes were entitled to public
countenance and support on the following
.grounds :—

1st. Because the knowledge they impart
is adapted to the comprehension of all
classes and conditions of mankind.

2nd. Because this knowledge is a source
of pleasure and recreation.

3rd. Because these Institutes, by the in-
formation they supply, raise the wordly
condition or pecuniary circumstances of
operatives and others who belong to them.

4th. Because they aid the progress of
the arts and sciences.

5th Because, by enlightening the lower
classes; they raisethe intellectual conditien
of a whole community.

And lastly, becavse they supply iaforma-
tion and amusement for the man anxious
for geaeral information, as well as the su- |
dent of science.

It these siz heads had not occupied all
the space I eould spare for that braneh of
my subject, I would have added another -

it was this. Mechanics’ Tostitutes teach
Knowledge of a useful and correct kingd.

The mere cultivation of the intellectual
faculties, while the moral sentiments are
allowed to remain dormant or become
corrupt; too frequently proves a surse to
mankind rather than a blessing. Every rav |
of light that illumines the understandips |
should shed its influence over the passions, |
and the heads and hearis of men, should
be equally warmed by that glorious tumi.
nary “ Knowledge.” But is this the case ?
How important the question, In our day,
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Magazines and Newspapers, are all labor-
ing in thelfields of knowledge ; but 10 the be-
nevolent mind, the momentous question na-
tarally suggests 1tselt.—W hat proportion of

this mighty mass of information, is really]

useful ¢ How much of it carries with it a
salutary, moral influence ; and while it en-
lightens the understanding, improves also
the heart. I fear that a correct auswer to

this question, would be apt to cast a dark |

shadow over the picture so often painted of
the march of inteﬂlect. That too little so-
lid grain would be found in the mizhty < bin
of chaft.” Every body reads now-a-days,
but how few reflect ; and I fear it isan
ominous fact that the more exciting, the
more intoxicating the character of any pub-
lication, the greater are the number of its
purchasers, and the larger the profits of its
proprietor.

Since the formation of this Institute in
1846, no less than 120 lectures have been
delivered from this platform, by Gentlemen
who look for no reward beyond the grati-
fication of assisting to exalt the condition of
the comumunity 1a which they reside.

Yet these Leetures contained not one
immoral or objectionable eentence. Is pot
this a gratifying circumstance? Does it
not furnish a strong argument in its favor.
The subjects of which these Lectures treat-
ed, embraced Literature, and the varioug
branches of Science, rud they were happi-
ly chosen, and many of them ably hardled.
Some were distinguished by elassic diction,
Judicious arrangement, and depth of con-
ception; while others were rendered not
lese interesting or instructive, by their sim-
plicity of style, and happy modes of illus-
tration. Indeed. if allowed to judge, I
‘would say they were (my own excepted)
creditable to the taste, industry and talent
of their respectiveauthors ; but their chief
value in my estimation, and that which
may render them valuable, when the
tongues which gave them utterance shall
have ceased to articulate—was their moral
tendency, or at least their entire absence
from every sentiment of a contrary charac-
ter.

[Here the Lecturer adverted, in cutting
terms, to the fact that curing last winter,
out of 18 Lectures delivered from this
platform, only one was fornished by a
Mechanie. This was somewhat strange ;
but he would remind the audience of some-
thing stranger still.  Although in his esti-
mation, the Lecture delivered by that Me-
chanic, was decidedly the most interesting
and inviting of the season, yet there were
but few mechanics, who thought proper to
honor the Lecture with their presence on
the occasion of its delivery. Now, I put it
to yourselves, said he : Is this fair? is it
manly ? T say it is neither fair nor manly.
That Lecture must have cost Mr P. much
time and labor, but the truth is, it had that
great fault which is common 1o all our
Lecrures at this Institate. It was Home
Manufactured. Had it been dehvered by a
siranger, it would no doubt have been |is-
tened 10 by as crowded an audience as that
squeezed into this hall on the memorable
oecasion, when the French gentleman so
electrified us witk his new theory of As-
tronomy or rather patural physiology.—
“ O tempora ! Omores!” exclamed the
Lectarer. ]

A Library is a recepticle of intelleet,—
It isa reservoir formed of many intel-
lectual rills that run ioto it. But as the
quality of every fountain must depend upon
the purity ofthe streams which supply it,
so must the quality o every Library depend
upon the selection ot the books of which it
1s consiituted. Now in the Library o this
[ostitute, there are no less than 407 vo-
lumes, access to which, and each course of
Liectures, cost little more than a drive to
Newcastle, or a dance would do. Y et on
these shelves, there is not one objectionable
Work, or one whose tendency would be, to
exert an immoral influence over the mind
ot any reader. Are not these gratifying
@rcumstances 2 Do they not speak strong-
ly i tavor of vour Institute. For ignorant
of the knowledge thus supplied, no man
whether poor or rich, need kope to rise
high inany station,

Wealth may indeed enable an ignorant
man to crawl through lifs, the creature of

lattery victim of ridicule—but

never cominand respect, or enjoy real hap-
riness. Whereas, the heart of the en-
ightened  man—expanded and liberal—is
open to the finest 1mpressions, and filled
with the most generous feelings and senti-
ments :-- -

““ The meanest floweret of the dale,

The simplest note that swells the gale,
The coounon sun—the air—the skies,
To him are opening Paradise.” :

Yes my friends—knowledge is not only
‘power—as Bacon has it—but it is pleasure.
The Butterfly that gambols amid the flow-
ers of summer. The Lark that rises with
the sun, and mounts the azure sky. The
insect that dances in zephyr’s wings, and
the sheep that crops the flowery mead, all
enjoy pleasure ; but man was constituted to
derive happiness from nobler sources than
these ; he was made to think, as well as to
taste, to see, and to smell. The sheep that
breuses an the “bonny wee daisey,” is un-
couscious of its delicate organization and
humble beauty, and the horse that galiops
over the garden of roses, does so with a sor-
rowless heart. Not so with thinking and
culuvated man ; amid the most lovely sce-
‘mery, he isthe most happy, but bis happi-
nesss will be just in proportion to the extengy
ot his knowledge, and the degree of his re-
finement.

Let us picture to ourselves two men, on
a fine spring morning ascending together
vonder high hill which commands a distinct
view of our river, and the surrGunding
scenery. Oneis a man of learning and re-
finement, the other is a man of money, but
ignoreant and vulgar minded. Having
react:ed the summit of the hill, they look-
ed around, and behold all nature in a
cheerful mood, is clothing herself in her
summenggantle of green. The san—fresh
and vigorous looking as he was on that
morn when at the fiat of his creator he
first began to lighten the universe—1s com-
ing forth from his chamber in the east ; the
song of the sailor has supersedeg the sound
of the sleigh bell, and is mingling with the
music of birds; a fleet of sprightly ships,
after buffeting snccessfully the ocean bil-
lows, are furling their sails; the voyage is
ended, and they are about to drop auchor,
and ride in safety in our noble river. One
of these men, meanwhile, is enraptured, the
other is dull and weary.

They new descend the hill ; the one in
mind, just where he was when he ascen-
ded. The other with higher conceptions of
himself and the universe of God, of which
he forms a part.

During the remainder of the day, the ex.
istence of the rich but ignorant man, has
been a burthen to himself, and he to socie-
ty ; but the man of knowledgehas been de-
riving pleasure by tracing m his mind the
scenery he beheld, and dwelling with de-
light on the images which his senses had
conveyed to his understanding.

It 18 now evening. The sun is setting,
and this ill matched pair are ascending
the hill once more. The sup has set.—
Twilight pervadesthescene. It gets dark-
er and darker. Star after star peeps out.
The moon slowly shows her face. The
heavens are now clad in their garments of
twinkling lights. The two men are again
standing on the brow of the hill. How
different are their feelings, thoughts, and
resolves. The ignorant man is grurabling
about the folly of such an excursion at so
unreasonable an hour. The man of refine-
ment is gazing at the « Queen of the night,”
as she reflects her lovely face in the liquid
wirrot below, and at the stars as they glow
in their radiant freshoess. He wonders—
dreams—adores ; his spirit is drawn out—
exalted—enobled ; all is calm and joyous
within him. Existence flows on as sweetly
and smoothly as the siream below, ' with-
out 2 wind to disturb its waters. The voice
of distant masic falls on his ear like syra-
phic sengs. The inner man is a consentra-
tion of sweet sensations and joyous emo-
tions.

But while the soul of the man of refine-
mentis thus heaving with delight, the man
of ignoranee and money sees nothing “won-
derful in the meon, nothmg strange in
the stars : nothing sweet or soul-stirring in
the sound of music. Now, what makes
so wonderful a differerce between these
two men ? The one is possessed of a cul-

hich the latter

man knows nething.
ence, and a great differe

To you, the young m
and others who belong *
would say cultivate your
do this you eannot expgt
improve your position in;the world. But
to some of you, these Words, ¢« cultivate
your minds,” inay covey. a0 meaning. You
know what cultivaiing the Jand means, be-
cause you have seen farmers ploughing,
sowing, and harrowing in their fields; bat
perhaps you find it difficult to connect these
operations with a something that exists, or
ought to exist in your own brains, which
you cannot see. The difficulty however,
Is not so great as might be supposed, and
aithough we cannot see how ploughing,
sowing, and weeding are earried on insi
the head, vet, we know that they are car-
ried on, for we see their effects.

It is pot 0o mneh havd work as eye
work and ear worl. 'We do not take tumps
of any thing in our hands, and mould them
into something else. 'The teols or imple-
ments mostly used 1 the culture of the
miud, are eyes and ears; and it these be
rightly used, your barvest will not be less
certain than it would be from a well-tilled
field.

The means for self-improvement are
more ¢imple and more within your reach
than those of ycu, who have never thought
about the subject conld believe. Some of
these already exist within you ; the others
aretound about you. They are selt-control,
diligence and perseverance, reading, study,
and conversation, Without the first three,
the latier will be of little use for working
by fits and starts, whether cultivating a
field, or the human faculties, is about as
profitable as digging up-a pewly planted
potatoe, day afier day, to see how it is get-
ting on. '

But sone of you may be ‘thinking what
is the use of talking about diligence and
perseverance to us, who cannot become
diligent and persevering, try what we will.
Let me ask you, have you ever tried in the
right way, or in downright earnest. In
what way are Machines set in motion 2
by power, steam, wind or water. If power
cannot be had, will the wheels and erank
move? No. But once apply the power
and the works keep moving as long as you
please, So it is with the mind. There
must be impulses or motives, which are to
the wind, what steam, wind, or water is to
machinery. When these come thoroughly
into action, you will not be long in dis-
covering that habits of dilligence and per-
severance grow out of them, just as natur-
ally as chickens from eggs. "Dont expect
too much however, dont be impatient, but
keep on, go ahead, keep moviog. Itis bet-
ter—as the Dutch say—to move only an inch
an hour, than not to move at all. It is as-
tonishing what a great deal may be accom-
plished by pesseverance, and you should bear
mn mind, that every stepis somuch clear
gain and remains as a siore to which some-
thing else may be added ; as with money in
a Savings Bank, or a lump of snow which
boys turn over till it grows as big as a hay-
stack. Whatever be your disposition or
your expectations—keep on, take my ad-
vice, persevere and you will conquerin the
end. I would gladly tell you, if time
would permit, of scores of individuals who
have misen to the bighest niches in thé
Temple of Game just by dint’ of this dili-
gence and perseverance. Rven Sir Isaac
Newton, the prince of Philosophers used to
say, that he only difference that he knew
of that existed between him and the ma-
Jority of mankind was merely his greater
application. (Here the Lecturer related
some anecdotes illustrative of this part of
bis subject, which called forth loud ap-
plause aud roars of laughter.)

Well, suppose the babit of perseverance
to be formed, and to be lying within you,
ready like’a steam engine to work wien-
ever called upon, it will at once assist all
your efforis.  The next st ep is to begin to
read, perhaps you may say we have been
reading all our lives. This is said by thou-
sands—who take up a book as they wotld
ajfiiddle—to kill time ; but this is not what
I mean, when I say, “ begin to read.” You

hen, operatives
ﬁhis Institate, I

ds. Unless you
maintain or

tivated understanding ; the other isan ig-

noramus. The former, whether poor or |

should read as you take food—to digest jtw
to make it part of yourself,




