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Egrirultuml Fnnrual.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION.

As some little degree of system has at
last been brought to bear in the manage-
ment of the common schoels in this country
we feel it a duty we owe the agrieultural
classes, to offer a few suggestions in rela-
tion to some improvements which, if in-
troduced into the schouols, would add great-
ly to their usefuluess. Farmers and me-
chavics should at least adopt the necessary

1

steps to give their sons a taste of rural and |
mechanical pursuits. Their youthfol mind |
should be early taught to reverence and ap-
preciate the independence of the producing, |
3a the comparison with thaat of the mer- !
eantile and professional classes. We are |
unquestionably an agriculiural people, and |
should certainly bestow that time and ai-
tention in acquiring a knowledge of this |

rinciple as its importance merits. The |

ooks now in use in the common schools |
are filled with political speeches, tales, fa-
bles, and passages from the ancient authors,
which, to say the least of their ments, are
ill adapted to the tastes and circumstances
of the people of the present age. There
should certainly be some practical informa-
tion conveyed 10 the young mind, of such
a character, that would inspire a reverence
and attachment to the particular pursuits
which these youths are destined 1o prac-
tise. There is 1o litile interest taken by
the colonist generally on this very import-
ant subject; and strange 10 say, the far-
mers, the men who see daily the great
advantages the educated enjoy, are among
those who exiibit the greatest degree of
apathy in  giving their sons_a liberal
practical education. If the same amouot of
zeal was wanifested by the heads of fawmi-
lies in properly educating their children as
is exhibited in amazing wealth to be divid-
ed among those children, those strictures of
ours would then be quite superflucus. It
18 greaily argued by some, thata good ed-
ucation disqualifies a man from being an
industrious successful farmer. This is un-
doubtedly true in some instances where
the moral training has been totally neg-
lected, but when we speak of the practica-
bly educated iman, we do not. mean the
niere book worm, but the man whose
hands, body and heart are educated, as well
as the mind. If 1t were necessary 10 ad-
duce evidence or living testimony of the
benefit of a well educated agricultural
community, we cculd point o Scotland, —
Ia that couatry an established system of
general education has been in operation
fora nomber of centuries, and it may be
said that the bulk of the population of the
devoted couatry, are morally and liberally
educated. A more indastricus people can-
not be found 5 and although tiie country s
the least favored for agricultaral purposes
in Europe, we find that the wages of -agri-
culiural laborers are higher. and that high-
er rentsare paid, and greater. profits made
from the land than in any other country in
Europe. An insiance may be cited in this
eur own day, wnere a Scoich tenant far-

mer had made £100,000 ; and scores, where
from £10,000 to £20,000 each had been
made upon highly rented land. The best

farmers and gardeners of England and
Awerica employ Scotch foremen to man-

age, or take the lead in managing their,
farms and gardens—and 10 what must this
suceses and reverence be aserihed 2 Sim-

ply, in. oar ‘opinion, to the high state of
their educational institutions,

. The agriculinrist bnilds up the foundas
tion of all soeiety, and lis honesty; labor
and frugalily in' a great measure  sus.
tains-them . No. class can Jive indepen-
dently without him ; and why should he
Tot occupy that raok in society that his
useful and honorable pursuits so fully en-
lide himr 2. We see no good reasod why
the cultivator of the soil shoald no lon-
ger exhibit suchjan apathy upon a mat-
ter which is of such vial importance 1o
themselves and their famihes, and. may we
Bot add, to their country. - Let the farmers

ehoush 1o appreciate the advantages” of
Which we have been speaking, endeavor to

2ronse from the fatal lethargy ‘in which
}lle)' are enveloped, and reciaim the digni-

ty which they have {ost as.a class, by their
own neglect. sod a

HOW THEY PLOUGH IN ENGLAND.

A day or 1wo previocus to the kploughing‘

being cemmenced, a gkilful ploaghman is
sent with poles to mark: out the field in
spaces of fifieen or twenty yards in width,
as so much nicety is not required as in
ridging for crop, thestep of his walk along
the winter furrows will be sufficiently ac-
curate in place of the cross furrows . drawn

by the: plough, it order 10 secure’a right |

angled positon.: These marks are made by
a bout or roundof the plough. It is an es-
sential point. that these marks be drawn
previous to any ploughing “being‘commen-
ced, as 1t affords a ready beginning, and

| prevents any loss of time to the ploughmun

looking about for guide to direct them. Ia
cross-ploughing Jands, the furrow must be
narrow rather than wide, in order that the
plough may cut; and move cleanly from
below all ‘the firm land, and leave no
baulks or rafters of gmund unmoved be-
tween the furrows. . These rafiers consti-
tute a great fault o ploughing landsiof any
kind. [t isalso importan: that the share
of the plough move fresh soil from below
the winter furrows which will mix with it
in the subsequent working. When 1he
ploughing of a space is finished, the plough
must go three or four rounds,  and  fill up
the open furrow left in finishing, the land
being so dry that it requires no open furs
tows fer the escape of water, and all may
be closed and make level.. ' The harrowing
mast be done across the ploughing, and
the roll may follow the harrows, which
will prepare the land for‘beirig -handpicked
of the weeds raised: by the harrow.

Large farms admit this arrangement =’

two pair of harrows going! before the roll
and two pairs following ity will complete
ten or \welve acres daily, unless the land
be'very dry and the season hot ; it is usaal-
ly preferable to allow one ‘day at least 1o
intorvene between the first harrowing and
the rolling, 1o allow the moistare 10 evapo-
rate, and dry the soil for the ‘action of the
roll ; but the moist land only, known by
name of loamy~ clays, will acquire this ar-
rangement. * The roll acts much more free-
ly on thedry than ona damp clod of land.
The land being now reduced,” the farmer
-must loose no time in getting every weed
and stone laid into” heaps and caried away.
This process may ‘be commdueed and ' pro-
secnted during the time the harrows and
rolls are at work, by the worker following
closely in the rear of the implemepts, and
may be finished the day afier the rolling
and harrowing stops. Tn'that hurried sea«
son of the year the combination of force
must - be close, and “the operation in near
connestion, +'So-g0otl us the'plough have
goue overin a simifar manner all the lands
intended for green ‘crops. they must begin
again as before.  The pext ploughing: will
be done lengihwise, and, consequently cros:
es 'the former fufrow <The liarrowing and
ralling, and the picking of “weeds, must be
again repeated; as bafore divected.” It (he
land be ‘very friable in texture, ahd nos
very foul, it will be now readyfir being
drilled and'dunged to be planted with' green
crops.

But if' it be rather stiff'in composition and
much infesied with Weeds, anotiier plough-
ing aud a repetition of the ¢leaning jrocess
will be required ; and ‘this 188t stage of the
process should ot be done’ wirthin, ten days
of the'land being drilled, and the Lid jnay
acquire moisture, by laying in a flat com-
mindted state. "It 'would he advap lageous
for this purpose that a'period of ten days
intervene  between each’ working. of (e
land : bat “cotivenience and uecessity will
pot allow, or rather very seldom, adlow or
admit this degrée of attention.

VALUE OF AN ORCHARD.

Every firmer or mechanic who owns an
acre of land, should supply it with fruit trees.
The frait wot!ld be ‘worlh more than any
other product that he would obiain {rom i,
besides the advantage of comfort and bealth
to the family. ' Ope individual of our  ac-
qnaiatance cleared off theé  rocks and bushes
from an acre of wortliless land, and set out
thirty-six apple trees, “The fruit has paid
for'dll the 1hotir, the Nand and trees being
now worth $200, Bisantite
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EUROPEAN NEWS.

THE SHIP. SWORDFISH; OF LIVERPOOL.

The following details of the accident
which befel the Swordfish, on her recont
voyage from Pernambuco to Liverpool (a
brief report of which has already been pub-
lished in the Sbipping and Mercantile Ga-
zewte), were furnished by one of the officers
of thatvessel 10 the editor of 1he Liverpool
Mail ; and as much sympathy has been ma-
nifested since her arrival, owing 10 the ex-
treme sufferings of the erew and passengers
it will, on doubt, be read with much inte-
terest :—+¢ Everything went on well from
the time of ‘leaving Pernambuco till the
20th of November.  On the day previous
the ship was running before the wind under
a closereefed  topsail and a double-réefed
main. On the morning of the 20th, she
shipped a sea’ which halt filled the cabin.
The captain, mate, steward, and seven of
the crew immediately commenced baling
the water out, ard gotall dry about 10 ».».
All'were then busily employed in drying
the caprain’s and passengers’ wearing appa-
rel, aond matters went on well until 4
o'clock on the morning of the 21st, when
the wind began 1o blow' fearfully, and the
sea to run mountaing high, with tremendous
squalls from 610 8. ' The eaptain was then
lashed, with the chain ‘mizentopsail sheets,
to the mizenmast, and gave directions how
to steer the ship. As soon as cpportunity
offered the - capitain returned to'“the cabin.
The afier part.of’ the ship was then out of
water, and the helm could not render any
service. The vessel was flying through
the water at the rate of 16 knots an  hour.
Four of tlie most competent men were now
chosen to steer—namely, the secoud mate;
boatswain, and two seamen. The baro-
meter  was down 1o 234, It ‘was im-
possibie to look to windward, or yet walk
the main deck, without being taken off hy
the wind.or sea; . The ¢ liveliness’ of the
Swordfish only saved ail from distruction.
The captam was now apprised that the
fore-end of the ship was sioking fast. He
had just gone 10 ascertain the truth, when
the vessel was siruck by a terific sea which
disabled him and a miajority of the crew.
Several parts of the deck were also torn up by
the force of the water, and the second mate
promptly exerted himself 10 secure these by
naiing over them canvas, while the stews-
ard paid attention to the requirements of
the wounded, and again helped to bail out
thecabin.; The shiplost spars, magts, how-
sprit, and galley ; t'ie chief officer was also
swept away by this: awfdl sea, and found a
warery grave.  The vessel was ¢ pooped’
by the first sea, which lnocked' the wheel
completely away, andthe two seamen steer-
ing at the time were picked up in the fore
part of the fore-cabin, apparently dead.
They however bave ¢ince slowly recovered;
"he same sea stove the after-cabin in most
frichtfully, and washed  the passengers
then in it into the fore cabin.  They were
all more, or less injured, some being badly
bruised, while athers bled profusely.  The
second sea stove alk the boats, ‘and swept
the'deck : while the third buried her under
water.. It wasnow thought all were gu-
ing down, but by taying hold of the frag-
ments of the rizging, the men held their
footing on the: deck-<when the vessel rosi
gallantly out of the water. The eaptain
requestetl Mr, Brent, second officer, to look
afier the mwissing, which was forwith done.
Mr. Brest then swam to the' pamps 1o spe
il they were: ¢clear. - Hefound the ecutter
laying on themy and rot havine “sufficient
sirength to move the opat he'went for some
of; the crew to assist him,” when he ' toand
a fellow: reputedly brave under' ordinary
circnmstances, rolled up in ‘the steward’s
blankets in kis room, and immediatelv
thrust him -oui,.and made hin Lelp to
clear the boat. Theship, in the mean time
fell offy and hove round on the starboard
track. 'The capjain’s conduct was most
praiseworthy throughout  the whole of this
dreadful scene, and can only be fully appre-
¢iafed by 1hose who witnessed 1t, and who,
under Providence, owe to his energy, that
never for a moment. tired, and his courage,
that never quailed before the horrors of the
shiip’s situation, their lives and. restoration
to their fricnds,  He stood lashed’ on the
deck all the time of danger, issued his or-

ders with the utmost cooluess, and forgox
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himself in his anxiety for the general ‘wel-
fare, scarcely partaking of evén a morsel of
{ food when offered it. “The wreck wag now

| cleared, the jurymasts erected, whith-occa-
| sioned several days’ delay, during ihig time

{ assistance could ‘only be rendered by Mr.

| Brent and two of the seamen. Unfortu-

| nately Mr. Brent got disabled shortly after.
T'he Swordfish came from: 46 Jat.'N., 20
r’,-, 10 Fuscar, under jury masts. OfF Fuscar
he fell in'with a unothermn' gale, which a
second ume knocked the wheel away, and
also filled the eockpit and carried off ttie
mainyard. . Two men fell overboard from
this yard, but, it being daylight they were
picked up. The following miorning it be-
came calm, and soon a steamer hove in
sight. T'he ensign usual under such circum-
stances was hoisted, 10 rounds were fired
from the ' guns, and though the steamer
came 80 near that the man at the wheel |
could be plainly scen, yet she took no notice
butheld on ier comrse.  Many of the gea-
men, inaddition to their physical sufferings
have lost all their clothes. ~ The captain of
the Empress, when he first discerned the
Swordfish. immediately bore down for her,
and rendered all the aid he possibly could.
1t has been ‘stated 'that the wreck of the
ship was occasioned” by carrying sail, but
this 15 simply untrue.” The caprain was
exceedingly cautious, consideting what was
before him sand few ships deeply laden
could. have survived that terrible hurricans
the intensity of which had never previous-
ly been experienced by the oldest hands on .
board. ”

THE PRINCESS CAROLA WASA.

Itappears to be ceriain that the breaking
off of the marriage between. Napoleon 111
and the Princess Carola Wasa, is atiribu-
table ina great measure to Ausirian influ-
ences. The visit of the Emperor Francis
Joseph 10 Dresden, on his. way to Berlin,
is said 10 have been made with the object
of concluding arrangements for bis mar- [
nage with the Princess Sydonia, the sister
of Prince Albert of Faxony, now the be-
trothed of the Princess Carola Wasa. Louis
Napoleon must be completely exonerated
from a charge which has been brought
’against him in cer(ain quarters, of having

broken his premise on account of bis own
improved fortunes. 1t is a lady who act-
ing of course under advice, has exercised
her sex’s privileze, and changed her. ruind.
Whether, according to the practice of less
exalted personages in . such cases, she will
send back the numerous presents which
were sent her, we are nutin a position 10
state.

GREAT FLOOD ON THE TYNE.

There was'a fearful destruction of ship-
pivg property, with the loss of four Jives,
1 Shielas harbour on Sunday night, occa-
sioned by a heavy flood that came away
about nine o'clock. 1t had rained during
the two'preceding days, and Sunday after-
noon the tide was one of tiie highest we have
had for some time, flooding the quays and
wharfs at Shields and Newecastle. 1t was
high 'water at four o’clock in the afternoon,
but the force of the ¢bb was not felt untii
about eight d'clock, as the shoal began 1o
bare and the channel narrow, when it
teameaway like a mill race, hetween seven
;or eightknots an hour, There was a heavy
Mleet of laden 'vessels in the harbour, Lut
'from the' superior character of the scund

moorings tecently laid down by the River
{ Tyne Commissioners, not much fear was
i entertained of their satetv. A copsiderable
number of “large vessels, maoy of them
(loden, wereTard at 'the lower part of Norih
| Shields. The et of the tide being very
I'strong in that direction, and on - aceount of
" the canfidence in the mooring, and it heing
| Suniday night, but féw hands were on board
‘of them. About five minutes past nine a
{ crash was‘heard on the shore,  and imne-
[ duatelyit was ascertained that one of the
| vessels in the upiper tier had snapped lier
fmooring chain.” She laid herself athwart .
of the other'vessels, and ina  few minules
{they were'@tlso dislodaed from their Moot
Vings having tore up their baoys and chai a
‘and'were stnashing and crashing one agains .
the other'id the most fearful manner imagi=
nablé; spars, buwsprns, and loremasis Sy~
ping atunder like sticks.  The vessels all
drove'down together in a mass towards the
Low-lights, when, having disenlang“cd
themvelves, they “broke away and yun cut
’




