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From the New York Tribune.
THS JAPAXN EXPEDITION.
U. S. SteamsHI? SUSQUEHANNA,
‘ China Sea, Aug. 4.
SCENERY OF THE BAY—THE SURVEYING
PARTIES.

EverY morning and evening, when the
air was clear, we had o distinet view of
the famous volcanic peak of Fusiyamma,
rising in the western heaven, high above
s the hills, and sixty miles away. In the
evening its eolitary cone, of a pale violent
hue, was defined with great beauty
against the rosy flush of sumsct, but in
the morning, when the light fell upon is,
we could see the scars o% old eruptions,
and the cold ravines of snow on its north-
era side. [t is the highest mountain in
Japsn, and estimated to he twelve or
fourteen thousand feet above the sea-
level.

On the morning after cur arrival, the
Japanese pus up a false battery of black
canvass, about a hundred yards in length
one the south shore of Uraga. There was
no appearance of guns, but with & glass I
saw two or three companies of soldiers —
% gearlet uniform, riding through the
groves in the rear. Tn most of the batteries
they aigo erected canvas screens behind
1he embrazures—with what object it was
difficult to conceive. These diversions
they repeated 80 often during our stay,
that at Jast we ceased to regard them;
but it was amusing to hear some of our
old quarter-musters now and then gravely
report to Capt. Butchanan : ‘* Another
dungaree fort thrown up, Sir I

On Saturday inorning & surveying ex-
pedition, coneisting of one boat from each
ship, under the chargs of Lieut. Bent, of
tne Masissippi, was sent for the pnrpose
ufeounding vp the bay. The other ofii-
cers where Lieut. Guest, of the Susque-
lianna, Lisut. Balch. of the Plymouth, |
- wad Mr. Madigan, Master of the Sara- |
toga. The boats carried, in addition to |
1he usual ensign, a white flag on the bow
«nd were fully manned with armed sea-
men. They ran up the bay to a distance
«f about four miles, and found everywhere
{rom thirty to forty-three fathoms of water
The recall was then hoisted, and a signal
yuo fired, to bring them back. [n the
sfternoon they sounded around the bight
ot Uragn, keeping about a cable's length
from the shore. They found five fathoms
of water at this distance, though nearer
to the beach there wae occasional reefs.
Mr Heine, the artist, obtained a panor-
amic sketch of the shore, with the bat-
teries, villagesand other objacts of detail.
Oa approaching the fort, the soldiers at
fivat came ont, armed with mateh-locks,
but as the boats advanced nearer. they
retired within the walls. , The forts were
all very rude and imperfect construction,
and all together only mounted to about
fourteen guns, none of which are larger
than pine-pounders. - The whole number
of soldiers seen wasabout four hundred,
a considerable portion of which were
armed with spears. Their eaps and
rhields were lackered, and gliterated in
the sun like polished armor. Th® car-
riage of the guns were also lackered.
The embrasures were #o wide that the
guns were wholly unprotected, while they
wers 8o stationed that the forts could be
stormed from either gide, with very little
risk to the assaulting party. The para-

ats were of earth, and aboot twelve feet
in thickness, and the barracksin the rear
were of wood. Indeed the whole amount
of the Japanese defeacs appearcd laugh-
able, after all the extravagant stories we
had heard.

Mr Madigan approached at one place,
to within a hundred yards of the shore.
Three official personages were standing
upon & bank of earth, when some one in
the boat raised a spy-glass to get a nearer
view of them. Nosooner did they hehold
the glittering tube at them than they
scrambled down as quickly as possible,
and concealed themselves. Thete were
three boat loads of soldiers near the shore
who made signs to him to keep off, bat
he answered them by pointing out the
way he intended to go. Thereupon they

ut offand bore down upon him so rapid-
y that he at first thought they intended
to run into him, and ordered his men to
trail their oars and put caps on their car-
bines. The boats stopped at onee, and
made no attempt to interfere with the
outter’s course.

Oa Monday morning the same survey-
ing parties was again despatched up the
Bay, followed by the Mississippi, which
was designod-to protect them and tow
them back in the evening. Lieut. Bent's
beat was in advance, and as he passed
the promontory of Uraga, thres Japanese
boats put ont to meet him. The officers
in them made signs to return, but he kept
steadily on his way. We watohed the
progress of our boats wivh glasses, but at
tise distance of four miles, shey, with ¢ho
Missiesippi, poused out of sight behind

Several Government boats, fully man-
ned, were seen {rom time to time, pulling
across the bay, in the direction of the
surveying fleet, but no prominent move-
ment occurred until noon. At this time
the distant shores were so lifted by the
effect of & mirage, that we saw land ex-
tending entirely around the head of the
Bay, where previously none had been vi-
gible. The eastern shore was remarkably
distinet, and for the first time we obser-
ved a Jow, sandy promotory stretching out
into the Bay, five or six miles to the
north of us. Near the middle of it rose
a low mound, on, by the aid of a glass we
could discern a number of soldiers, clue-
tered around some white object which I
took to be tents. In a short time, sever-
al hundred men were marched down to
the beach, where they formed a line near-
ly half a mile in length. At least fifty
banners, of various colors, and devices,
were planted along the line. A number
of Government boats, similar to thosc
which had visited us, were drawn up on
the beach.  The greater part of the sol-
diers emharked in the boats, which put
off, one after another, and made directly
across the bay. We saw nothing more
until 4 o'clock in the afternoon, when the
Mississippi mude her appearance, at a
distance of ten miles, The headland of
Uraga was crowded with soldiers, who
came out to see her pass.

From some of the officers who ‘were of
the party, I learned the following parti-
culars ; in ascending the Bay, they were
constantly met by Government boats, the
officers in which urged them, by signs to
return. They kept on their course, how-
ever until Mr. Beut endeavoured to pro-
ceed to the head of a deep bay on the
western coast. Here hie was met by for-
ty-five Japanese boats, which placed them-
selves in front of him, to intercept his
progress. He ordered his men to lay on
their oars and to fix bayonets to their mus-
kets, but this produced no impression.—
As the Mississippi was more than two
miles astern, he dispatched one of the boats
to summon her, and varied his course suf-
fieiently to prevent coming in collision
with the Japanese. The approach of the
steamer soon dispersed them.

The boats everywhere -obtained deep
soundings, with a bottom of soft mud.—
{he furthest point ireached was ten or
twelve miles from our anchorage. The
shores were bold and steep, with moun-
tains in the back-ground, and the bay (to
which Liet. Bent gave the nameof Perry’s
Bay,) offers a secure and commodions an-
ehorage.  On her return, the Mississippi
came down the centre of the bay, finding
everywhere abundance of water.

LASDISG OF COMMODORE .PERRY—RECEP-
TION OF THE PRES(DENT’'S LETTER BY
TBE PRINCE OF IDZU.

It bad been arranged with the Japa-
nes officials that the President's letter
would be delivered on Thursday morning.
July 14, at the town of Gori-bama, two
miles south of Uraga.

The morning was heavy and dark be-
fore sunrise, but soon afterward cleared
off brilliantly, As soon as the shore could
be distinguisked, it was seen that the
principal battery on the promontory of
Uraga had been greatly amplified and
adorned by screens of cotton canvass, in
honor of the ocoagion. On the hill above,
among the trees, there were two small
forts or rather pavilions, of the same ma-
terial. The canvas was stretched along
a row of stakes so as to form a species of
paneling, alternating with other devices
Behind the canvas we could see that nu-
merous companies of goidiers were drawn
up, in different costume from that which
they usually wore. Their arms were bare,
and the body covered with a short tunic
of a dark-brown, blue and purple color,
bound with a girdle at the waist.

About 8 o'clock the anchors were lified
and the Susquehapna and Mis:issippi
moved slowly down the bay, leaving the
Plymouth -and Saratoga. ~We soon saw
two'hoats bearing the Government flag
pulling abreast of us, but furth®r in shore,
and accompanied by four other boats with
red banners, probably containing a mili-
tary escort. Asthe bight opened behind
the promontory, we saw a long line of
eanvas walls, covered with the Imperial
crest, stretching quite around the head of
the bight. Infront were files of soldiers,
standing motionless on the sandy beach.
A multitude of banners of various brilliant
colors gleamed in the sun. Near the
centre of the Crescent formed by the
troops were planted nive tall standards—
four on one side aud five on the other—
from which broad scariet pennons hang
to the ground. In the rear of these three
new pg::midsl roofs showed that a house
had n prepared - expressly for the
Commodore's reception. On the right,
upward of fifty or sixty boats were drawn
ap in  line parallel to the beach, each

the point.

head of she bight & narrow valleyextend-
ed imlend betwoen isatly weoded

having a red flag at ite starn. From theig

. . .
Lills. On the left side was a picturesque , officers eseimatod their force at nearer ten | oceasion, however, i

little town, the name of which, the Japa-
nese informed us, was Gori-hama.
place wrs undoubtedly chiosen, both on
account of its remcteness from Uraga,
which is a port of eustoms, and the facili-
ty it aforded to the Japaness for the ex-
hibition of & large milivary force—u mea-,
sure dictated alike by their native cau-
tion, and the love of display for which
they sre noted.

The anchor was no sooner down, than
the two Government boats sculled along-
side, and Yezaimon, with the Interpre-
ters, Tatsonoske and Tokoshiuro, came on
hoard. The second boat contained the
Deputy Governor, Saboroske, and an at-
tendant officer. They were accommoda-
ted with seats on the quarter deck, until
all our preparations for landing were
completed. ‘Lhey were dressed, us they
had binted the day previous, in official
garments of silk brocade, bordered with
velvet, The gowns differed in form from
those they ordinarily wore, but were. ela-
borately ~embroidered, and displayed a-
greater variety of gay colurs than taste in
their disposal. Saboroske bad a pair of
short and very wide pantaloons, resem-
bling a petticoat with a seam up the mid-
dle, below which appeared his bare legs
and black woollen socks, with an effect
rather comical = than ‘otherwise. His
shoulders contained lines of ornament in
gold thread. All the officers wore their
crosts or coat-of-arms, embroidered upon
che back, sleeves and breasts of their gar-
ments.

The boats of the Mississippi, Plymouth
and Saratoga, were alongside in less than
balf an hour after our anchor dropped,
and preparations were nade for leaving
at once. Both steamers lay with§ their
broadsides to the shore, and the decks
were cleared, the guns primed and point-
ed, ready for action, in case of treachery.
Commanders Kelly and Lee remained in
their ships, in order to actin case of

and clear, and the fiftteen launches and
cuatters, containing the officsrs, seamen,
marines and bandsmen, presanted a bril-
liant appearance, as they clustered around
our starboard gangway. Commander
Buchanan took the lead, S his burge,
with one of the Japanese Government
boats on each side. Merrily as the oars
of our men dipped the waves, it re-
quired their utmost to keep prce with
the athletic scullers of Japan. The other
American boats followed neatrly in line,
and the van of the procession was more
than half way to the shore when the guns
of the Susquehanua announced the Com-
modore’s departure. The gleam of arms,
the picturesque mingling of blue and
white in the uniforms, and%he sparkling
of the waves under the steady strokes of
the oarsmen, combined to forma splendid
pictwre, set off as it was by the back-
ground of rich green hills and the long
{line of soldiery and banners on the beach.
All were excited by the occasion, and the
men seemed to bs.as much elated in spi-
rits'as those who had a more prominent
partin the proceedings. We all felt, thas,
as being the first instance since the expul-
sion of the Portuguese from Japan, when
a foreign Ambassador had been officially
received on Japanese soil, it was a memo-
rable event in the history of both coun-
tries, and that, if not an augury of the fu-
ture and complete success of the Expedi-
tion, it was at least & commencement
more auspicious than we had ventured to
anticipate.

An impromptu jetty, composed of bags
of saud, had beeu thrown up for the oc-
casion, near the centre of the cresent-
shaped beach at the head of the bight.
Captain Buehanan, who had command of
the party, was the first to leap ashore.—
ihe remamning boats crowded rapidly in
beside the jetty, landed as many of their
crews as had been detailed for the escort
on shore, and then pulled off about fifty
yards. The seamen and marines were
formed into line as soon 'as they were
landed and presented & compact and im-
posing file along the beach. The detach-
ments of seamen were under the com-
mand of Lieut. John K. Duer, of the Sus-
guehanna ; Lieut. Chatles M. Morris; of
the Mississippi ; Lient. Jobn Matthews,
of the Piymouth, and Passed Midshipman
Robert W. Seott, of.the Saratoga. In-
cluding the officers thers were upwards of
330 persons landed, while the Japanese
mounted, as they themselves informed us,
to five thousand. We had 112 marines,
about 120 seamen, 50 officers, and 30 er
40 musicians. About & hundred yards
from the beach, stood the foremost files
of the Japanese, in somewhat loose and
stragiling order. - Their front ocoupied
the whole beach, their right flank resting
upon the village of Goribama, and their
left against a eteep hill, which bounded
the bight en the mortherm side. The
reater paré were stationod bohind the
oanvas ‘seragns, and from the numbers

necessity. The morning was very bright | .

than five thousand men. Those in the

The ! front rank were armed with swords,ilnt knot. Meantime thre

spears, and matehloeks, and their uni-
form differed little from the ~usual Japa-
nese costume. Lhere were a number of
hovses, of a breed larger and much supe-
rior to the Chinese, and in the back
gronud we saw 4 body of cavalry. Oa
she slope of the hill, near the viliage, &
great number of natives, many of whom
weie women, had collected, out of curi-
osity to witness the event.

A salute was fired from the Susque-
hanna, as the Commodore left, accompa-
nied by his staff, Commander Adams and
Lieut. Contee, and the men had scarcely
been formed into line before his barge ap-
proached the shore. 'The other officers
commanding detachments were Comman-
ders Buchanan and Walker, and Lieuts.
Gillis and Taylor. The officers compo-
sing the Commodore's escort, formed a
double line from the jetty, and as he pass-
ed between them fell into the proper order
behind them, He was received with the
customary honors and the procession im-
mediately started for the place of recep-
tion. A stalwart boatswain’s mate was
selected to bear the broad pennant of the
Commodore, supported by two very tall
and powerful negro seamen, completely
armed. Behind chese followed two sai-
lor boys, bearing the letter of the Presi-
dent and Commodore’s letter of credence,
in. theie sumptuous hoxes, wrapped in
searlet cloth. t'hen came the Commodore
himself, with his staff and escort of offi-
cers, The marine force, a fine, athletic
body of men, commanded by Major Zillin
with a detachment from the Mississippi,
under Capt. dlack, led the way, and the
corpse of seamen from all the ships
broughtup the rear. .

(To be continued.)

DO COSSACHS.

From the Russian Shores of the Black
Sea in the Autumn of 1852-3.

BY LAURENCE OLIPHANT.

Wz entered the country of the Don
Cossacks at Jablonsky, our first stage
from Tzaritzin.  Nothing conld be more
dyeary than the aspect of the country be-
tween the Volga and tite Don, éxcept,
perhaps, that through which we travelled
after crossing the lutter river. The un-
dulating prairie, covered with short
dry grass, interspersed with quantities of
wild thyme an€ lilac crocuses, stretched
away illimitable, and looked like an
ocean regaiming its tranquility after a
three days' storm. For miles we did not
meet a soul ; occasionally we saw a'few
bullock-carts earrying timber across tothe
Don, or a wild-looking Cossack galloped
past on a wilder-looking jhorse.  The
road seemed carefully to avoid afl villa-
ges, and the few we discovered at a dis-
tance consisted chiefly of round huts, so
exactly hike the haystacks amid which
they were placed as to be ecarcely dic-
tinguishable from them, but though I saw
carts carrying straw, us well asthese hay-
stack villages, I do not remember passing
a rood of cultivation until we reached
the Don. 'The weather having been fine
for some weeks past, the road was prefty
good, though a mere track ; but the de-
lays at the huts, digoified with the names
of post-stations, were most annoying.—
However, after a ten hours’ journey we
reathed theriver, o placid and unpre-
tending stream. TIts banks had much the
same character as those of the Volga ; the
high steppe on the west rising abruptly
from the waters’ edge, intersected in
every direetion by ravines. - We were
ferried across, about sunset, to the pleas-
ant little village of Piatisbanskaia, where,
for the third time since leaving Tzaritzin,
we changed horses.

And now, for the following night and
day, our journey presents one unwearied
monotony ; one undulationis as like an-
other as are the best-stations : generally,
on arriving at one of these not a soul is
to be seen ; a solitary chicken, perched
on the wheel of a broken-down cart, is
the only visible sign of life. ~ At length,
sundry ineffectunl attempts to open the
door of the wooden cabin, a slovenly wo-
man looks out, followed by three or four
ragged brats. Ope of the children imme-
diately dirappeared upon the steppe, re-
turning in about half an hour with a
bearded sullen-looking man, who, with-
out deigning & vemark, mounts one of the
Jast team, and gallops off as if he never
meant to come baclk ; presenily, however,
balf-a-dozen horses rattling at foll speed
down a distant slope, followed by two
men—ont sullen friend and his sullen
friend, whom he seems to have picked
up somewhere with the horses. By thia
time our yamschik, or driver from the
last plave, bas socceeded in loosening the
tho rope, whish serves as a pole-st.mr,
and which bas hitherto been continually

crowded together in the reow, some of the

{ed in the dark than ever; and

he has 'anpdfOEi‘,”!;S::'
seeded i tting it into 8 [wost Premats
¢ in getting it 1 , Forses 70 b-

| lected from those which haye been driven

into a sort of kragl, the work of hm;ﬁ;‘:
ing begins, and occapies another 184
hour.  Notwithstanding all the €XpoT
ence which the driver brings to bear Ep'
on the subject of the pole-Topss b °,'y
prove & dreadful pu zzle, and are eY‘dQPn:
ly quite & modern and hitherto ungeed &
vention. At length everything is réf i
The last driver is thrown into ecet%rte;
at receiving a vodka of fourpencs, BISF
driving us fifteen miles; the new driver ™
0 less enchanted at the prospect of B
similar magnificient remuneération ) bl
the original sullen-looking man, who B89
been engaged inspecting and writing O%
our padaroshna, emerges With a 8’“2
smile on his countenance, 86d °h'“°8°’f 4
ruble, by way of a good round -";l‘:" il
the next fifteen miles, instead of the P’i"
per price, which is only ol,sh‘l-“ ‘ho
(two shillings and eight-pence: ‘i high
yamschik then mounts_ the bo“'ltod in
spirits, and after having thus W4 1.
hour or two we are off again W‘ll’;’ -
re, down one pitch and up anol '.r’over
gs.rdlgss of the diteh at cgehbotz!“t
which the carriages and horses 1
sort of flying lenp%much to our,d""omﬁ.
ture. . Our delays, however, aré 87 "
and numerous to admit of any rbmom.
strance effcting our speed, and the YA~
sehik continues to earn his vodka PY m:
dergoing the most tremendous e;ettnm; .
He shouts, and curses, and spplauds &
whistles,” and yells without Mw’t;‘.'
flourishing his whip over his head {
way of a hint that the lash may "g?’m
down, which, however, it very. sel ok‘-‘
does ; for the horses being withouk blin
ers, invariable take the hint, a® I
not to require much Pressing.
picturesque figure altogother,
Cossaek yamschik, with his buge 'rlé
moustache, the ends of whioh are vigib |
protruding on hoth sides of his head, ¥
we sit behind him. He wears a grI¢
fur cap, and a blue tunic reaching ha%
way 40 the knee, bound round the ';""'?
with & red sash. A huge pair of jacke
hoots, into which his loose trowsers
thrust, complete acostume which, thoug?
not altogether unilke that of the Qr_(_i{)?g’
Russiah_peasant, somehow invests 4
wearer with a degres of independence-
In &n hour and a half he has jolted u&t®
the end of our stage, where the samo de:
lay occars, and the same scene is Tef0
acted. At night, however, the rou®
is varied : the horses sre sometl ]
home, but the delay is mot muoh I_‘.’i;
we have to rattle at the door apd Y:“w_-
the children, who ery and wake the ¥a
man, who wakes the husband, who, *:’ ]‘ .
saved all further troubls, jmmedis eri
says that there are no rhorses. »w‘a 1
peat incessantly loshedye (horsoﬂ)_bim'
vod ka; and when at lagh we "howtbroé
twenty-five copeks, he produced d'tr
nags.  We pat him on the back, 80 very
to be friends, but our sdvances 8 nng
coldly received; and he f'umb"k:’e dim
seribbles on our padaroshna, by ¢
flickering light, for a most inter
tima. 'The yamschiks are moré

nats in attempting to grease the £ o
At last when we aze off, it begir® L
and we diecover for the first fi% thas
our carriage leaks Jike a shower bath.—
We are vainly endeavouring t0 avoid the
deluge, when, after a violent jolt, we
hear a rattle; upon investigatiog (ﬂ;"»
causo of which we find that 't :
wheel will probably come off before 9:,
arrival at the next efation, in whlok
case we shall be obliged to pass the bla s
and stormy. night in a wet carriag® gn ke
steppe, miles from any habitafio® Ie
means of obtaining any assistanc® i
may be imagined with what inwféeinm
xievy, as we slackened our !pei on®
a cautions walk, we watched the °‘;" .
ing of all the spokes of one of our (;\n:i
wheels on such a night, the thlrd";:’ fall-'-
spent on the road ; and it wa8 wit i 1:“,
ings of no less satisfaction that W ‘1
hailed our arrival at an unusosily ?’gg
aubstantial cabip, where we dﬂﬁ}’m’znog
to stay until morning shonld bring *
weather, and some person to Tepaif
wheel. !
# * The following mornin
getting our wheel olumeily patohed Py
wo started. We had numerou®
temsive views over the winding
the interminable steppe YWhi .
uninterruptedly to the Cus:l'x" twobun
peared to be on & Jevel of & "Che conn
dred feet lower than oumelv_ﬂ‘-mach ety
try of the Den - Cossacks 38 5, "y, ry.
ihiekly peopled than the tr&™SL (T
lows the line of white Post® s -
turf whidh mark -the post7occ BA8 ARY
roason to suppose ; indsed, l‘;“’“ &nhes-
tablished principlo. $hab the post-hug
should be in the most solitary position

preaking on the side of every hiil just where itisimp
“whon it waa most wanted ; upon tho lest | sistance requisite

iblo to cbtain the ‘ag.
 for the constant repairs
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